
 

 

RELATED LINKS 

Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS): 
https://www.census.gov/geo/partnerships/
bas.html 
 
Tribal Statistical Areas Program (TSAP): 
https://www.census.gov/geo/partnerships/
tsap2010_overview.html 
 
Reference Maps: 
https://www.census.gov/geo/maps-
data/maps/aian_wall_maps.html 
 
TIGER/Line® Shapefiles: 
https://www.census.gov/geo/maps-
data/data/tiger-line.html 
 
Geographic Terms and Concepts: 
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/gtc
/gtc_aiannha.html 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TIGER/Line® is a Registered Trademark of the 
U.S. Census Bureau. 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions 

 

Visit: 

http://www.census.gov/geo 

 

E-mail: 

geo.geography@census.gov 

 

Call: 

(301) 763-1128 
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FEDERAL AMERICAN INDIAN 
RESERVATIONS (AIR) 

AIRs are areas of land managed by an 
American Indian tribe set aside by the 
United States government.  Legal 
documents, such as treaties, agreements, 
executive orders, and federal statutes 
define AIR boundaries.  The Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA) maintains the list of 
AIRs and the Census Bureau updates the 
boundaries each year through the Boundary 
and Annexation Survey (BAS).  AIRs may 
cross state lines and all other geographic 
areas.  They are designated with a 4-digit 
census code, as shown in the table below. 

 

AIANNHA Type Census Code Range 
Federal AIR/Off-
Reservation Trust 
Lands 

0001 – 4799 

Joint-Use Federal AIR 4800 – 4999 

 
OFF-RESERVATION TRUST LANDS 

These are areas that the United States holds 
in title in trust for the benefit of the tribe 
(known as tribal trust lands) or for the 

benefit of an individual American Indian 
(known as individual trust land).   Trust 
lands can be on or off a reservation but the 
Census Bureau only tabulates data for 
those pieces off-reservation.  The owner of 
the trust lands is the only one who can sell 
the land and approval from the Secretary of 
the Interior is required.  Trust lands have 
the same 4-digit code as the reservation 
they are associated with. 

TRIBAL SUBDIVISIONS 

Tribal subdivisions are internal units of the 
reservation that serve cultural, social, or 
economic purposes.  Examples of 
subdivisions include districts, chapters, and 
administrative areas.  Currently, 24 AIRs 
have delineated tribal subdivisions and 
each subdivision is assigned a 3-digit code.  
These areas are updated through the BAS. 

TRIBAL CENSUS TRACTS 

Tribal tracts nest within AIR boundaries 
and are permanent, statistical divisions of 
the AIR for the presentation of comparable 
data between censuses.  They are similar in 
concept to the standard state-county census 
tracts, but are independent of those tracts.  
The purpose of delineating tribal census 
tracts is so that they nest within an AIR 
boundary to provide meaningful statistical 
data for the tribe.  The standard census 
tracts often cannot be fully utilized because 
they do not conform to the AIR boundary.  
Tribal census tracts are delineated in 
federally recognized AIRs only. AIRs with a 
population of 2,400 or less will only have 
one tribal census tract and areas with more 
than 2,400 people will have more than one 
tract.  Tribal census tracts are designated 
with a code up to 6-digits and start with a 

“T”.  These areas are updated before each 
census through the Tribal Statistical Areas 
Program (TSAP). 

TRIBAL BLOCK GROUPS 

Tribal block groups provide statistically 
significant sample data for small areas with 
an AIR and must nest within tribal census 
tracts.  They are similar in concept to the 
standard block group, but are independent 
of those block groups.  They are delineated 
in federally recognized AIRs only.  AIRs with 
a population of 1,200 or less will only have 
one tribal block group and areas with more 
than 1,200 people will have more than one 
tribal block group.  These areas have a 1-
digit alpha character codes ranging from 
“A” – “K” (‘I’ is excluded) and are also 
updated through TSAP. 

 

JOINT-USE AREAS - FEDERAL AIR 

Joint-use areas represent land administered 
jointly and/or claimed by two or more 
American Indian tribes. 


