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INCOME OF PERSONS IN THE UNITED STATES: 1955

The average income of men regched a new record
level 1n 1955, acéording t0o estimates released today
by the Bureau of the Census, Depertment of Commerce,
The average (median) income of men was $3,400 1in
1955,7 a gain of sbout $160 over the previous year,
Increased wage rates together with greater regular-
ity of employment in 1955 largely accounted for this
substantiel rise,.

Among women, the avérage (median) income in
1955 was $1,100, -ebout the same- as 1t had been in
the preceding three years,

. The medien income of farm residents did not
¢nenge significantly between 1954 and 1955, but 1t
has fallen by sbout 16 percent from the postwar peak
in 1951, Among nonfarm resldents the median income
of men rose by 3180 or 5 ner-cent during 1955, where-
as the mealan income of women did not change,.

The sharpest geins among men were reported by
buslnessmen and-sales vorkers, whose incomes rose,
on the average, .by 16 peroent. Moderate increases
were also reported by. oper'atives and craftsmen, the
two largest occupation grou__os.

About four-rirths of all men who worked 1n 1955
were employed 8t full-time jobs. The median- income
of these men was $3,900., 1In contrast, the medilan
income received by those who worked: only at part-
time jobs.'wag only $700. Those who were 1income re-
cipients - but did not work at all during the year
because they were retired or disabled or for other
reasons had a  medien income of only $900., Among
women, one-halr of the .workers. were employed full
time., Thelr median income of. $2 100 compared with
the medlan of $500 for women who worked at pert-time
jobs and of $600 for those who were income reciplents
but did not work at ‘all, ’ .

These are some of the highlights or the anmal
inquiry on consumér. income - made. in connection with

the Bureau's Current Population Survey in March
1956. The survey covered the civilian noninstitu-
tional population and members of the Armed Forces
1living off post or with their families on post in
continental United States. Since the estimates are

| besed on a sample, they are subject to sampling var-

lability. Particulasr care should be exerclsed in
the 1interpretation of medians and other figures
based on relatively small numbers of casés, as well
as small differences between figures. Moreover, 8s
in all field surveys of Iincome, the figures are sub-
ject to errors of response and nonreporting.

This report covers money lncome only, prlor to:
deductions for taxes. The fact that many farm work-
ers do not pay rent for their 1iving quarters &nd
recelve an important part of their income 1n the
form of goods produced ‘and consumed on the farm
rather than in money should be taken into considera-
tion in comparing the income of farm and nonrarm
residents,

Flgurs 1.--MEDTAN INCOME OF MEN AND WOMEN,
FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1945 TO 1955
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In comparing 1income data for 1955 with those
for previous years, one should take account of the
fact that changes 1n income were accompanied by
changes 1n prices. Therefore, an increase or & de-
crease 1in income does not necessarlly represent a
similar change in economic well-being.

Some previous income reports of the Bureau of
the Census have contained 1Income data for both fam-
ilies - and unreleted individuals and for persons 14
years of age and over. The present report contains
data only for persons. A subsequent report will con-
tain data on the 1955 inccme distribution of family
groups.

INCOME DEVELOPMENTS IN 1955

Incore of men at all-time high.--The average
income of men reached a new peak 1n 1955. The me-
dlan income of men was estimated at $3,400' in 1955,
about $160, or 5 percent, greater than in 1954. The
average lncome of men had been rising steadily be-
tween 1945 and 1953 but had 1leveled off at about
$3,200 in 1954, a year which included a short-term
downturn in the economy. The proportion of men whose
incomes were $5,000 and over rose from 20 percent in
1953 to about .24 percent in 1955. In 1945, at the
close of World wWar II, only 5 percent of the men had
incomes that high.

Among women, the average income.in 1955 renained
about the same as 1t had been during the preceding
three years. Since the close of World war II, the
average income of women has increased by $200, or 24
percent, while that of men has climbed about 81 500,
or 85 percent. During this period, wage rates have
increased sharply for women, but the effect of these
increases has been partly offset 'by the rising pro-
portion of married women in the labor force, many of
whom work .only part of ‘the year. In 1955, 1n par-

- ticular, large numbers of married women ceame into

the labor force after midyear when Job opportunities
vere expanding rapidly.

Nonfarm incomes resume rise; farm incomes un-
changed.--The over-all rise in the average income of
men between 1954 and 1955 was reflected 1in the rig-
ures for both urban and rursl-nonfarm residents.
The median income of men 1living in rural-nonfarm
areas was estimated at $3,400 in 1955, about $330,

or 11 percent, &bove the 1954 figure. The average:

income of men in urban areas was estimated at $3,700,
representing -an.increase of about $170, or 5 per=-
cent, durling the year. The over-all increase for
urban residents was shared by the men living in the
large cities and their densely settled suburbs as
well as by those in the smller urban places.

In.contrast to the income gains recorded by men
1iving 1in nonfarm areas, the median income of men
11v1ng on farms remained about the same as 1t had

1 Medians cited in the text are rounded to hundreds of
dollars, although shown in greater detail in the tables.
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been 1in the previous year ($1,300). The over-n’
stabllity in rural-farm incomes, despite an ove
the-year drop 1n prices pald to farmers for their

. crops, is attributable to several factors. Increases

in farm production tended to counteract the effect
of these declining farm prices upon annual income.?®
In addition, employment in nonfarm activities pro--
vided at least part of the incone received by many
farm residents. Income from these sources has been
rising steadily in recent years.

The fact that nonfarm residents receive higher
incomes than farm people does notnécessarily connote
greater economic well-belng because 1living costs
also tend-to be higher 1in nonfarm sreas. Moreover,
part of the observed differences between the incomes
of farm and nonfarm residents stems from the exclu=-
sion of the value of farm produce consumed at home
and other types of "income in kind" from the income
measurement used by the Bureau of the Census.

Greatest gains for businessmen.--The upturn in
production and business activity 1n 1955 was accom-
pained by wage rate increases amd greater regularity
of enployment among nonagricultural workers. As
a result, the average 1inccre of workers 1in many
nonfarm occupation -groups rose during the year.
These gains represented: a resumption of the post-
war trend ‘of steadily rising incomes for nonfarm
workers which had been interrupted during the 1953~
1954 -downturn.

Among men, the largest relative increases wer " .

to nonfarm proprietors and sales workers, whose i
comes rose about 16 percent, on the sverage, from
$3,900 in 1954 to $4,500 1n 1955. Moderate increases
vere also received by the two largest occupation
groups among men, operatlves and craftsmen. The me-
dian for operatives rose about 7 percent, from $3,500
to $3,700, and the median for the most highly skilled
"blue, collar" group, the craftsmen, increased 3 per-
cent, from $4,300 to $4,400. There were no signifi-
cant gains over the year  among men 1n ‘other major
occupation groups.

Among women, only one major occupation group
experienced' a gain in income during the year. The
median -income of women who worked -as -operatives
(largely semiskilled workers in factories) rose
about 10 percent, from $1,900 to $2,100, The aver-
age income of women 1in other lines of work remained
about the same as during the previous year.

‘Big increase for mining employeses.--Although
confined to comparatively few major occupation
groups, the 1income galns' among men in 1955 were
rather widely distributed by industry. The sharpest
increases went to workers in the mining industry

_ {1argely. operatives), whose average income rose about
15 percent (from $3,700 to $4,300) and to wholesale

2 Based on U, S. Department of Agriculture data shown
in Economic Report of the President, January 1956, tabdle
D-28, page 196.
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*rade employees, whose incomes rose about. 9 per-

t, on the average (from $4,000 to $4,300). Gains
of 6 or 7 percent went to manufacturing workers,
public utility and government workers, and employees
of retail stores, real estste firms, banks, and other
financial establishments. The incomes of other men
remained about the same as during the preéeding
year.

As might be expected, the income gains received
by female operatives were reflected in the increases
recorded for women workers in the manufacturing {n-
dustries. The median income of women factory workers
rose about 5 percent (from $2,300 to $2,400). The
medians for other grdups- of women did not change
during- the year.

Income gains 1in the mining and manufacturing
industries are partly attributable to-incresses in
the proportion of workers who worked fulli-time
throughout the year, The gains recorded by public
administration workers stemmed mostly from the pass-
age of a law which raised annual wage levels for
most Federal Government workers, who collectively
comprise about three-fifths of this group. In-

. creases in both wage rates’ and average hours worked

per week accounted for the gains inother industries.

INCOME AND WORK EXPERIENCE IN 1955

In 1955, for the first time, the.Current Popu-
“tion Survey_provi_ded‘ information on the income of
rsons with different smounts of work experience
during the year. About four-fifths of the 51 mil-~
1ion men with incomes in 1955 were employed at fulle

~time Jjobs, that 1s, Jobs generally providing 35
_hours or more of work per week. The medlan income

of these men was $3,900, as compared with $700 for
men who worked only at part-time jobs, and $900 for
those who were income recipients but did not work at
all during the year because they were retired or
disabled or for other reasons (table A). The great
majority of men who were employed at full-time Jobs
worked 50 weeks or more during the year. The me-

dian income of these men was $4,200, Among other

workers with full-time Jobs, the median Income
ranged from $700 for those who worked less' than
three months during the year to $3,800 for those
who were employed for 11 months. .

A somewhat similar pattern of lncome by extent
of employment occurs among women. About one-half
of the 30 million women with income worked &t full-
time jobs. Thelir average income was $2,100, in con-
trast to the $500 received by women who worked at
part-time Jobs. and $600 for those who were income
recipients but did not work at all. Most of the
women who worked at full-time Jjobs were employed 50
weeks or more during the year and their median in-
come was $2,700. The medians for other women who
worked at full-time Jobs ranged from $400 for those
who worked less than three months during the year tc
$2,000 for those who worksd 11 months.

Table A.--INCOME OF MEN AND WOMEN, BY EXTENT OF EMPLOYMENT,
FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1955

Percent
“Median income
Extent of employment distribution
Men Women Men Women
All income recipients....... 100.0 100.0 $3,354 $1,116.

Worked at full-time jobs. 82.8 56.5 3,899 2,055'

50 to 52 weekS..oeu.. 63.1 31.1 4,246 2,734
48 and 49 weeks. 3.4 1.9 3,784 1,997
40 to 47 weeks.. 6.1 4.9 1 3,299 2,071
27 to 39 weeks.. 4.5 6.3 2,479 1,548
14 to 26 weeks.... aee 3.1 6.3 1,428 886
13 weeks OF leSSeesseesencascas 2.7 6.0 730 350
Worked at part-time jobs........ 7.8 18.0 687 473
50 to 52 weekS.ii00a. ene 3.2 5.8 812 754
49 weeks or less. 4.6 12.2 586 409
Did not work at all 9.3 25.4 895 625

The figures clted above 1indicate that regu-

‘larity of employment is one of the important deter-

minants of the amount of income people receive.
However, there are many other factors at work. Thus,
when amount of employment is taken into account--as,
for example, by confining the analysis to full-year
workers--the observed 1ncome differentials between
verious groups 1in the population are nearly always
reduced but are rarely eliminated entirely. For
example, although the average income of &ll women
($1,100) was only one-third that received by all
men ($3,400), the average income of women who worked
at full-time jobs throughout the year ($2,700) was

two-thirds that received by men ($4,200).

The figures in tables 5 and 6 indicate that the
1ncomes' of men and women in each occupation and in-
dustry who worked year-round at full-time Jjobs were
also more similar than the over-all figures suggest.
Thus, women who are clerical -workers, government
workers, orin professional services received incomes
which were only one-fourth below those received by
men working in the same fields. . Among other groups
of year-rournd workers, women received incomes which

‘were 40 to 50 percent below those of men.

Size of .community.--Previous income reports of
the Bureau of the Census have indicated -that there
is a tendency for incomes to increase with size of
community. Part of the difference between the in-
comes recelved by residents of the larger and
smaller urban areas stems from variations in extent
of employment, particularly among women. About 37
percent of the women who lived 1n urbanized areas
(in or near the 1large cities) worked full-time
around the year as compared with 31 percent of those
living in the smaller urban places not in urban-
ized areas (table 1). The corresponding proportions
among men were 64 and 61 percent, respectively.
Partly. for these reasons, the median income of all
women living 1in or near large cities ($1,500) was
38 percent higher than the median for residents of
the smaller places {$1,100). Similarly, among men,
the median for residents of the larger places
($3,900) was 19 percent higher than the medlan for
other urban residents ($3,300). '
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The income differential between large and small
cities 1s much smeller among year-round workers,
Among women who worked full-time around the year,
those living in urbanized areas had a median income
of $3,000 (table B). This median was 16 percent
higher than that received by the corresponding group
in the smeller places ($2,500). The median for male
‘Year-round workers in the larger cities ($4,600) was
6 percent higher than that received by other urban
workers ($4,300). :

Table B.--MEDIAN INCOME OF URBAN MEN AND WOMEN, BY SIZE OF PLACE
AND EXTENT OF EMPLOYMENT: 1955

Men Vomén
All Year- A1l Year-
Size of place income round income round
recip- full-time | recip- [full-time
ients workers ients workers
Total urban...eceeecee $3,742 $4,554 $1,347 | - $2,820
Urbanized areas, total.... 3,903° 4,624 1,475 2,951
1,000,000 Or mOr€e..ee.. 4,040 [ 4,672 1,686 3,075
250,000 to 999,999...... 3,678 4,530 1,420 2,786
Under 250,000...ccc0ueee 3,811 4,634 1,108 2,748
Places not in urbanized
areas, totale.eceveseeones 3,289 4,346 1,066 2,538
25,000 Or MOr€ececacasss 3,696 4,887 1,363 2,663
Under 25,000....c0000000 3,182 4,131 973 2,470

Table C.--MEDIAN INCOME OF MEN AND WOMEN, BY COLOR AND EXTENT OF EMPLOYMENT, FOR THE UNITED STATES, BY REGIONS: 1955

the incomes of residents. in the South were lo
than those received 1n the rest of the country.
Among men, the median income for the South was only
$2,500 as compared with about $3,700 for the other
regions (teble 8). The reglonal varietions were
relatively greater among women, whose median income
ranged from $800 for the South to $1,100 for the
North Central States and $1,400 ror the Northeastern
States and the West,

|
Color and region.--In 1955, as in other yeare ‘
|
4

The difference in income between the South and
the rest of the country stems iargely from the fact
that the South contains larger proportions of rural
residents and of nonwhites, whose earnings are rela-
tively low. The income differential between the
South and other reglons is not nearly as great among
white workers, especlally those with year-round
full-time Jobs. Among fully employed whites, the
median income of men in the Scuth ($4,000) was only
about 10 percent below that received by the corre-
sponding group in the Northern regions, and the
median for women was not significantly different
from thet in the rest of the country-(table C). 1In
contrast, the incomes of nonwhite men in the South
who worked throughout the year were far below those
received in other reglons.

Men Women
y Percent Percent ) -
Region All working Yea.r-round A1l working' _Year-round
. income full-time full-time income full-time full-time 1
recipiex;ts year-round workers recipients year-round - workers
WHITE
United States.......cune. cevecens $3,542 64 $4,375 $1,250 : 32 $2,856
3,686 65 4,388 1,453 T 36 2,806
3,738 66 4,527 1,139 31 2,969
2,962 63 3,972 1,056 29 2,504
3,833 57 4,779 1,415 34 -3,219
NONWHITE
$1,868 57 $2,661 | $654 25 $1,465
2,903 67 () 1,160 30 *)
3,295 ) 1 991 . *) (*)
1,197 55 1,99 462 23 )
2,590 *) *) ™) ) ) -

1 Percent and median not shown where there are fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting with income.

Occupstion,--Part of the difference 1in the in-
comes received by workers 1in different occupation
groups stems from variations "in the regularity of
their employment. Among nonfarm workers, year-
round full-time work in 1955, as in previous years,
was most common in the highest paid occupations,
As table D indicates, four-fifths of all profes-
sional and manegerial: workers, the highest paid
occupation groups, worked full time around the yesr.
In contrast, only three-fifths of the 1lowest paid
group (nonfarm laborers) worked as regularly.

Despite the differences in regularity of employ-
ment noted above, the major occupation groups retain

the same relative position when ranked by the average
income of all workers or that of year-round full-time
workers, Apparently, skill differentials and other
factors affecting earnings have a'greater impact on
occupational -income differentials than do variations
in regularity of employment., . Thus, the income dif-
ferentials among occupation groups are narrowed only
slightly even when the analysis 1s restricted to
year-round full-time workers. Among men, the average
income of all érartsmen was 20 percent higher than
that of all operatives, whereas the difference be-
tween the average incomes of year-round Tfull-time
workers in these occupations was 16 percent. Similar
shifts were noted for most other occupation groups.
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Table D.--MEDIAN INCOME OF MEN AND WOMEN EMPLOYED IN NONFARM OCCUPATION GROUPS, BY EXTENT OF EMPLOYMENT, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1955

-y A,

B T e

‘ Men Women

( Occupation group Al Per;i;’z Year-round All sz;ii:;’ Year-round

: income Pt full-time incone Pt full-time

ot recipients year-round workers recipients year-round workers

i

, Professional, technical, and kindred workers....... $5,429 84 $5,668 $2,994 52 $3,559
Nonfarm managers, officials, and proprietors....... 5,228 88 5,477 2,375 71 2,851

: Clerical and kindred WOrKerS..eessecscssessssosassse 3,950 80 4,248 2,667 69 3,109

N Sales workers....... essvsecssessesessssse sesscsvsnn 4,472 72 5,205 1,300 g6 *)

A Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred WOTKerS......e..s.. 4,423 76 4,766 *) *) 1

{ Operatives and kindred WOrKerS..eecscecacessscscsss 3,695 70 4,117 2,110 48 -2,532
Private household WOTKeTB...cesessesvscassnsans vees (*) @) @) 610 29 ()
Service workers, except private household.......... 3,004 69 3,674 1,246 f‘) 1,767
NODArT 18DOTETE . vesavaesesnsessaaracnsnns ceerranes 2,599 59 3,104 *) *) *)

1 percent and median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting with income.

INCOME CHANGES SINCE 1939

Between 1939 and 1955, the aversge wage or
salary of employees has Incressed more than three-
fold, from $800 to $2,700, The rate of increase wes
greater for nonwhite workers than for white workers
(table 11), Among men, the medisn income of whites
rose rrom $1,100 to $4,000, while that for nonwhites
increased from $500 to $2,300, For women, the medi-
an for whites increased from $700 to $2,100 and that
for nonwhites from $200 to $900.

Significent geins in money wages or salaries
were recorded 1in all 1industry groups between 1939
and 1955, Among the wage workers showing the great-
1t relative gains were those inagriculture, mining,
~Jnstruction, and mamufacturing., In general, the
industries employing & large proportion of "white
collar" workers showed smaller relative increases
than the groups cited above,

Increeses in the regularity of employment since
1939--when unemployment sveraged about 9% million--
accounted for part of the gains in many of these in-
dustries, Thus, among men, one-half of the employees
in the construction and mining industries worked
full time around the year 1in 1955 as compared with
only one-fourth in 1939. Among agricultural workers,
this proportion rose from two-rifths to three-fifths
during this period, and, in mamufacturing, the pro-

" portion rose from three-fifths to three-quarters.
"In industries which showed the smallest gains in

income, the proportion of year-round full-time work-
ers Increased only slightly or actually decreased

‘between 1939 and 1955,

In general, the 1income date for occupation
groups are consistent with the findings noted above
for the 1industry figures,
showing the greatest increases 1in average 1income
between 1939 and 1955 were laborers, operatives,
craftsmen. service workers, and sales workers (table
12)., "White collar" workers 1in the professional,
managerial, and clerical fields had smaller relstive
increases since 1939,
regularity of employment were registered by opera-
tives, craftsmen, and laborers, Among women, the

Among men, the workers .

The sharpest increases in |

greatest relative gains in income were made by oper-
atives and the smallest, by privete household work-
ers, In spite of the reduction in unemployment
since 1939, substantial declines 1n the proportion
of year-round full-time workers occurred in almost
all lines of work. This was due to the fact that so
many married women--a large proportion - of whom can
work only part of the year or at part-time jobs--
have been added to the female labor force during the
past 16 years.

OTHER INCOME PUBLICATIONS

Current Populetion Survey.--Other date based on
the Current Population Survey showing the distribu-
tions of families, unrelated individuals, and per-
sons, by income levels, have been published in
the Series P-60 reports, Nos. 1 to 22, In addi-
tion, income data for 1944 and 1945 appear in the
report, "Family and Individual Money Income 1in the
United States: 1945 and 1944," Series P-S, No, 22,
Occasionally, tables - have been published 1in re-
ports of the P-20 or P-50 series showing the cross-
clessification of income and other characteristics.,

1950 Census.--Distributions of persons 14 years
of age and over by total money income in 1949 appear
in the publication, U. S. Bureau of the Census, 1950
Census of Population, Volume II, Chapter C, Similar
data for families and unreleted individuals appear
in Volume II, Chapter B. Data for the United States
and regions appear in Volume II, Part 1, United
States Summary, whlle separate data for individual
States are presented 1n the other parts, Various
special reports contein additional income data; how-
ever, there 1s no special report dealing exclusively
with income data, A preliminzry report, "Estimated
Distribution of Femily Income in 1949 for the United
States, Regions, and Selected States," Series PC—7;
No. 5, presents the distribution of aggregate. income
among families and unrelated individuals. In addi-
tion, an analytical monograph, '"Income of the Amer-
1can People," sponsored jointly by the Bureau of the
Census and the Soclal Science Research Council, was
published last year,

1940 Census.--Data relating to wage and salary
income 1r 1939 have been presented in -several
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different reports of the Sixteenth Decennial Census.
A complete list of these reports is shown in earlier
Current Population Survey reports onconsumer income.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

Urban and rural residence.--The definition of
urban and rural areas used in the March 1956 survey
was the same as that used in the annual income sur-
veys since April 1951 and in the 1950 Census. This
definition differs slightly from that used in the
March 1950 Current Populetion Survey, but 1t is
markedly different from that used in earlier surveys
and censuses. The territory classified as urban is

the same as that in the 1950 Census. According to

the new definition, the urban population comprises
all persons living in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more incorporated as cities, boroughs, and vil-
lages; (b) incorporated towns of 2,500 inhabitants
or more except in New England, New York, and Wiscon-
sin, where "towns" are simply minor civil divisions
of counties; (c) the densely settled urban fringe,
including both incorporated and unincorporated aress,
around cities of 50,000 or more; and (d) unincorpo-
rated places of 2,500 inhabitants or more outside of
any urban fringe. The remaining population is clas-
sified -as rural.

According to the definition used prior to March
1950, the urban populstion comprised all persons
living in incorpcrated pleces of 2,500 inhabitants
or more and in asreas (usually minor civil divisions)
classified as urban under special rules relating to
population size and density.

Size of plsce.--The urban population 1s classi-
fied as 1living in urbasnized areas or in urban places
outslide urbanized areas. According to the definition

i used iIn the 1950 Census and in the Current Populatlion

Survey since April 1951, the -population in urbanized

areas conprises sll persons 1living in (a) clities of

50,000 inhabitants or more -in 1940 or according to a
special census taken between 1940 and 1950; and (b)
the densely settled urban fringe, including both in-
corporated &and unincorporated &reas, surrounding
these cities. Residents of urbanized  areas were
classified according to the size of the entire area
rather than- by the size of the place in which they
lived. The remaining urban population is classified
as living in the smaller urban places not in the
urbanized areas.

Farm and nonferm residence.--The rural populéa-
tion is subdivided intc the rural-farm population,
which comprises all rural residents 1living on farms,
and the rural-nonfarm population, which comprises
the remaining rural populstion. The method of de-
termining farm and nonfarm residence 1in the March
1956 survey 1is the same as that used in the 1950
Census and in the Current Population Survey since
March 1950, but differs from that used 1n earlier
surveys and censuses. Persons on "farms'" who were
paying cash rent for their house and yard only were

classified as nonfarm; furthermore, persons in i-
stitutions, summer camps, 'motels,"” and tourl:
camps were classified as nonfarm.

Income.~--For each person in the sample 14 years
of age and dver, questions were asked on the follow-
ing items: (1) The amount of money wages or sal-
ary received 1in 1955; (2) the amount of net money
income recelved from nonfarm self-employment in
1955; . (3) the amouht of net money income received
from farm self-employment in 1955; and (4). the
amount of other Income received in 1955, such as in-
terest, dlvidends, veterans' allowances, pensions,
or rents. The amounts recelved represent income
before deductions for personal taxes, social secu-
rity, bonds, etc. If any anount was $10,000 or more,
it was recorded as a specific amount wherever possi-
ble. Where the specific amount was not known, the
information was recorded as "$10,000 to $14,999,"
"$15,000 to $24,999," or as "#25,000 or more" de-
pending upon the respondent's best estimate. I%
should be noted that although income refers to re-

" ceipts durling 1955, the characteristics of the per-

son, such as age, labor force status, etc., refer
to March 1956.

Money wages or salary.--This is defined as the
total money earnings received for work performed as
an employee during the calendar year 1955. It
includes wages, salary, Armed Forces pay, commis-
sions, tips, plece-rate payments, and cash bonuses
earned, before deductions were made for taxes,
bonds, pensions, union dues, etc.

Net income from nonfarm self-employment.--This
is defined as net money income (gross receipts minus
expenses) from a business- or professionsl enterprise
in which & person was engaged on his own account.

.Gross recelpts include the value of all goods sold
- and services rendered. Expenses include costs of

goods purchased, rent, heat, light, power, deprecla-
tion charges, wages &nd salaries paid, business
taxes (not personal 1ncome taxes), etc. In general,
inventory changes were not consldered in deteruining
net income; however, replies based on income tax re-
turns or other officiel records dc reflect 1lnventory
changes. The value of saiable merchandise consumed
by the proprietors of retail stores is not included
as part. of net income.

Net income from farm self-employment.--This 1is
defined as net money income (gross receipts minus
operating expenses) from the operation of a farm by
& person on his own acccunt, 8s an owner, renter, or
sharecropper, Gross receipts 1nclude the value of
a1l products sold, government crop loans, money re-
celved from the rental of farm equipment to others,

. ard incidental receipts from the sale of wood, sand,

grevel, etc. Operating expenses include costs of
feed, fertilizer, seed and other farming supplies,
cash wages paild to farmhands, depreclation charges,
cash rent, interest on farm mortgsges, farm building
repairs, farm taxes (not poll taxes or personal in-
come taxes), etc. The value of fuel, food, or other
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"arm products used for family living is not included
4s part of net income. In general, inventory changes
were not considered in determining net income; how-
ever, replles based on income tax returns, or other
official records, do reflect inventory changes.

Income other than earnings.--This income in-
cludes net income from rents, royalties, or receipts
from roomers or boarders; interest, dividends, and
periodic income from estates and trust funds; pen-
sions; veterans' payments, Armed Forces allotments
for dependents, and other governmental payments or
assistance; and other income such as contributions
for support from persons who are not members of the
household, alimony, and periodic receipts from in-
surance policies or annuities. )

Recelpts from the following sources were not
included as income: Money received from the sale of
property, such as stocks, bonds, a house, or & car
(unless the person was engaged 1in the business of
selling such property in which case the net proceeds

- would be counted as income from self-employment);

withdrawals of bank deposits; money borrowed; tax
refunds; gifts; and lump-sum inheritances or insur-
ance payments.

Total money Iincome.--This is defined as the
algebralc sum of money wages and salaries, net in-
come from self-employment, and income other than
earnings.

, Median income.--The median income is the amount
which divides thedistribution into two equal groups,
one having incomes sbove the median, am the other
having incomes below the median. The medians are
based on the distributions of persons with income.
The medians for wage or salary income, income from
nontarm self-employment, income from farm self-em-
ployment, and income other than earnings are based
on the dlstributions of persons having these types
of income.

Ccolor.--The term "color" refers to the division
of the population into two groups, white and non~
white. The nonwhite group includes Negroes, Indlans,
Japanese, Chinese, and other nonwhite races.

Age.--The age classification 1s based on the
age of the person at his last birthday.

Veteran of World war II.--A veteran of World
war-II 1s defined as a person who had been a member
of the Armed Forces of the United States on active
duty at any time between September 16, 1940, .and
July 25, 1947. This report shows separate datas for
male, but not female, veterans of World War II.
Veterans of world wWar I or other wars, or those with
peacetims service, are shown &s nonveterans unless
they are also veterans of World War II.

Family.--The term '"family," as used 1in this
report, refers to a group of two or more persons re-
lated by blood, marriage, or adoption and residing

together; all such persons are considered as members
of the same family. Thus, if the son of the head of
the household and the son's wife are in the house-
hold, they are treated as part of the head's family.
On the other hand, a lodger and his wife not relsated
to the head of the household or an unrelated servant
and his wife are considered as additional families,
and not as part of the household head's family.

Unrelated individual.--The term "unreleted 1in-
dividuals," as used in thls report, refers to per-
sons (other than Irmates of institutions) who are
not living with any relatives. An unrelated indi-
vidual may constitute & one-person household by him-
self, or he may be part of a household including one
or more other families or unrelated individuals, or
he may reside in a quasi household such as a hotel.
Thus, a widow living by herself or with one or more
other persons not related to her, a lodger not re-
lated to the head of the household or to anyone else
in the household, and a servant 1living in an em-
ployer's household with no relatives are examples of
unrelated individuals.

Employed.--Employed persons comprise those who,
during the survey week, were either (a) "at work"--
those who did any civilian work for pay or profit,
or worked without pay for 15 hours or more on a
family farm or business; or (b) "with a job but not
at work"--those who did not work and were nct look-
ing for work but had a civilian Job or business from
which they were temporarlily absent because of va-
cation, 1llness, industriasl dispute, bad weather, or
layoff with definlte instructions to return to work
within 30 days of layoff. Also included are persons
who had new Jobs to which they were scheduled to re-
port within 30 days.

Unemployed.--Unemployed persons include those
who did not work at all during the survey week, and
who were looking for work. Also included as unem-
ployed are persons who would have been looklng for
work except that (a) they were temporarily 111, (b)

‘they expected to return to a job from which they had

been laid off for an indefinite period, or (c) they
believed no work was available in their line of work
or in the community.

Labor force.-~Persons are classified as in the
labor force 1f they were employed as clvilians, un-
employed, or in the Armed Forces during the survey
week. The "experienced civilian labor force'" com-
prises employed workers and experlienced unemployed
workers. The 1939 data shown in the tables on the
expérienced civilian labor force 1include the rela-
tively small number of persons 1n the Armed Forces
in 1940.

Not in labor force.--All civilians 14 years of

" age and over who are not classified as employed or

unemployed are defined as 'not in the labor force."
These persons sare further classified as '"keeplng
house,!" "in school," ‘'tunable to work" because of
disability, and "other," the latter group inclwding
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for the most part retired persons, those too old to
work, seasonal workers for whom the survey week fell
in an "off'" season, .and the voluntarily idle. Per-
sons doing only incidental unpald family work (less
than 15 hours) are also classified as not in the la-
bor force.

Occupation, industry, and class of worker. --The
data on occupation, Iindustry, and cless of worker of
employed persons refer to the job held during the
survey week. Persons employed at two or rore Jjobs
were reported 1n the jJob at which they worked the
greatest number of hours during the week. Persons
who were unemployed during the survey week are clas-
sified according to their last civilian Job. The
occupation and industry groupings used here are
largely the same as the major groups in the classifi-
cation systems used in the 1950 Census of Populetlion.
The composition of each.major group in terms of de-
talled occupations and industries is shown in Volume
II of the reports of the 1950 Census of Population.

The class-of-worker classification comprises
“Wage and salary workers,'" "Self-employed workers,"
and "Unpaid family workers." Wage and salary work-
ers are persons who worked as employees for wages or
saleries. They include not only factory operatives,
laborers, clerks, etc., who worked for wages, but
also other persons working for tips or for room or
board, salesmen, and other employees working - for
commissions, and selaried business managers, corpo-
ration executives, and government officials. Self-
employed workers are persons working in thelr own
business, profession, or trade, or opersting a farm,
for profit or fees. Unpald family workers are per-
sons working without pay on a farm or in a business
operated by a member of the household to whom they
are related by blood or marriage.

The occupational and industrial clessification
systems used in 1940 are basically the same as those
used in 1956, There are & number of differences,
however, in the specific content of particular
groups, as well as several differences in title.
The occupation and industry data shown here for 1940
have not been entirely adjusted for comparability
with the 1955 classification system; however, avail-
able evidence indicates that the 1940-1956 relatlon-
ships shown by the data are not significantly
affected by these differences. The 1940 classifi-
cation by class of worker 1s comparable with the
1955 classification.

Year-round full-time worker.--A year-round full-
time worker is one who worked primerily at full-time
Jjobs for 50 weeks or more during 1955. A person 1s
classified as having worked at full-time Jjobs if he
worked 35 hours or more per week durlng a majority
of the weeks in which he worked during 1955.

Percentages.--Percentages are shown as calcu-
lated; therefore, they do not always add to exactly
100.0 percent. The totals, however, are always
shown as 100.0 percent.

Base figures.--As estimate of the size of tbhs
base of each percent distribution 1is shown in mos.

" of the tables in this report. The base flgures are

rounded to the nearest thousand without being ad-
Justed to group totals, which are independently
rounded. )

SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF ESTIMATES

Source of data.--The estimates presented 1in
this report are based on data obtained in connection
with the monthly population sample survey of the
Bureau of the Census. ' The 1955 1income statistics,
collected In March 1956, and the 1954 and 1953 sta-
tistics collected 1in April 1955 and April 1954 are
based on a sample design instituted in January 1954.
This sample is spread over 230 sample areas compris-
ing 453 counties and independent cities in 47 States
anmd the District of Columbia.?

Data on income were collected from approxi-
mately 15,000 households, or about 75 percent of the
households included in the March 1956 survey. Per-
sons in the following categories were not included:

1. Members of the Armed Forces 1living in
barracks, etc., on military reservations. (Members
of the Armed Forces 1living off post or with their
families on military reservations were included.)

2. Inmates of pemal and mental institutions
and homes for the aged, infirm, amd needy.

On approximately 5 percent of the schedules for.
the 15,000 households, no information was recorded be-
cause no interview could be obtained during the week
in which the enumeration was conducted. In order to
account for these schedules, the weights assigned to
other schedules for households of similar character-
istics residing 1in the same s le areas were 1n=-
creased sccordingly. In addition, complete income
informetion was not reported <for about 5 percent of
the persons. Substitutions were not made for these
schedules. .Punch cards which were prepared from
these schedules were included inthe tabulations which

provided the base numbers for persons shown in the .

published tables. The distributions by income levels
for each group, however, are based only on those
cases which reported complete income information.

The estimating procedure used in this survey
involved the inflation of weighted sample results to
independent estimates of the civilian noninstitu-
tional population of the United States by age,
color, and sex for March 1956, April- 1955, and April
1954, and by age, sex, and veteran status (for men)
for earlier years. The independent estimates for
March 1956 and April 1955, 1954, and 1953 were based
on statistics from the 1950 Census of Populetion;
statistics of births, deaths, 1immigration, and emi-

3 Data for earlier years were based on a d4ifferent
semple with the same number of households which were, how-
ever, located in only 68 sample areas.
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rration; and statistics on the strength of the Armed
-orces. To these totals were added the population
in the Armed Forces 1iving off post ‘or with their
families on post. For the years prior to April
1953, the independent estimates of the population
were based on the 1940 Census data brought forward
to the survey month to take account of births,
deaths, net immigration, and aging of the population.

Cross—clsssification of income and work experi-
ence data.--This report presents data showing the
median income of persons with varying amounts of
work experience in 1955. Information about the work
experience of persons in the United States was ob-
tained inthe January 1956 Current Pobulation Survey.
For approximately one-half of these households, in-
formation ‘on income amd other characteristics of
household members was obtained in the regular March
1956 survey. The information obtained in January
was matched with the data secured in March for the
10,000 households which were included inboth surveys.

Estimates of the proportion of year-round full-
time workers 1in specified subgroups in the popu~
lation are shown in various tables 1n this report.
These proportions differ slightly from those shown
for the same subgroups in the published report,
"Work Experience of the Population in 1955," Current
Population Reports, Series P-50, No. 68. For ex-
ample, the latter report indicates that 56.6 per-
cent of all workers worked at full-time jobs for SO
to 52 weeks. In comparison, table 1 of the pres-

at report shows that 51.1 percent of all income
reciplents were year-round full-time workers. This
differance 1is due largely to the fact that the pro-
portions are not based on exactly the same groups.
The proportions presented 1in the P-50, No. 68, re-
port relate. to persons who worked at sore time
during the year. In contrast, the proportions shown
in the present report relete to all persons who
received income in 1955, including not only workers
but also many persons who did not work but recelved
income from pensions, interest, dividends, or other
sources aside from earnings. A further source of
difference between the proportions 1in the two re-
ports 1lies in the fact that the data in the report
on work experience are based on the full sample,
whereas the data on work experience 1in the present
report are based on one-half of the sample.

Reliabllity of the estimates.--Since the esti-
mates, except the independent estimates and com-
plete census data mentioned above, are based on
sample data, they are subJect to sanpling varie-
bility. The following illustrations, based on rough
computations from the new survey, indicate the order
of magnitude of the sampling errors for some typ-
ical statistics in March 1956.

Of the 24,101,000 male income reciplents living
in urbanized areas an estimated 10,5 percent hed in-
comes between $4,000 and $4,499 in 1955. The stand-
ard error of the estimate of 10.5 percent is roughly
0.5 percentage points. The chances are about 68 out

of 100 that the estimate from the sample differs
from the results which would be obtained from a com-
plete census by less than the standard error indi-
cated above. The chences are about 95 out of 100
that the difference would be less than twice the
specifled sampling error and about 99 out of 100
that the difference would be less than 2% times the
error indicated.

The relliabllity of an estimated median deperds
upon both the form and the size of the distribution
on which 1t is based. The median income for men
living in urbenized areas was estimated to be $3,903
for the year 1955. 'The chances are about 2 out of 3
that the true median would fall within the range of
$3,865 to $3,939.

Of the 24,101,000 male income recipients 1living
in urbanized areas, an estimated 64.4 percent were
year-round full-time workers. The standard error
of the estimated 64.4 percent is 0.7 percentage
points. The chances sre about 2 out of 3 that the
true proportion would fall within the range of 63,7
to 65.1 percent. '

. The median lncome for male year-round full-time
workers living 1in urbsnlzed areas was estimated to
be $4,624 for the year 1955. The chances are about
2 'out of 3 that the true median would fall within
the range of $4,59%2 to $4,654,

In addition to sampling variation, the figures
are subject to errors of response and nonreporting,
but the possible effect of such errors is not in-
cluded 1in the above measures of reliability. In
most cases the schedule entries for income are based
on memory rather than on records, and in the major-
ity of instences on the memory or knowledge of some
one person, usually the wife of the .family head.
The memory factor in data derived from field surveys
of income probably produces underestimates, because
the tendency 1s to forget minor or irregular sources
of income. Other errors of reporting are due to

-misrepresentation or to misunderstanding as to the

scope of the income concept.

COMPARABILITY OF CURRENT PQPULATIO& SURVEY
INCQME DATA WITH OTHER DATA®

Office of Busliness Economics personal income
series.--The Iincome data presented in- this report
are not directly comparable with the estimates of
personal income -prepared by the Office of Business
Economics of the Department of Commerce. The two
sets of data were designed to accomplish different
purposes and, accordingly, differ in several impor-
tant respects which are discussed below.

The primary purpose of the census data 1is to
show the distribution - of persons by income levels.
Although they do not show estimates of the amount of
aggregate income, they do show the distribution of
aggregate income. The Office of Business Economics
estimates, on the other hand, provide information on
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the amount of aggregate income received by the popu-
lation. IT an estimate of the amount of aggregate

‘income were derived from the Buresu of the Census

dsta, 1t would be smaller than that shown 1n the
personal income series for the following reasons,
which stem from the different purposes of the two
sets of data:

1. The personal income series 1s estimated
largely on the besis of dets derived from buslness
and governmentael sources, These sources include the

. industrial and populetion censuses, employers' wage

reports under the Social Security programs, and
records of disbursements to 1individuals by govern-
mental agencies, The data presented in this report,
on the other hand, are based on a field survey of
households. As indicated above 1in the section on
the source and reliabllity of the estimates, Iincome
data obtained in household interviews are subject to
various types of reporting errors which tend to pro-
duce an understetement of income. It 1s estimated
that the I1ncome surveys conducted by the Bureau of
the Census during the past few years have obtelned
about 85 percent of the comparable totsl income ag-
gregates and about 92 percent of the comparable wage
or salary aggregates prepared by the Office of Busi-
ness Economics.

2. The definitions of income s8re slightly
different. The personal 1income serles 1includes,
among others, the following items which are not in-
cluded in the census definition: Income in kind and
the value of the services of banks and other finan-
cial intermediaries rendered to persons without the
assessment of specific charges. The census defini-
tion of income includes contributions for support

‘recelved from persons who do not reside in the same

living quarters.

3; The Bureau of the Census excluded from

1ts sample inmetes of institutions and military per-
sonnel overseas or living on post 1in the continen-
tel United Stetes, In addition, the income of

‘persons who died or emigrated prior to the date of

interview was not reported in the census ilnquiry.
The income of both of these graups 1is included in
the personal income estimates.

Federal Reserve Board Surveys of Consumer Fi-
nances.--In each year since 1945, the Federal Reserve
Board has conducted a survey of consumer finances
which provides, among other data, information on the
size distribution of income. These surveys are based
on nationwide samples that cover all persons in pri-
vate households, Several important differences be-
tween the Federal Reserve Board Surveys of Consumer
Finances and the present report msy be noted:

1., The income-receiving unit in the Federal
Reserve Board estimetes 1s the spending unit or the
family, whereas the data in the present report re-
late only to persons 14 years -0ld and over,

2, The Federal Reserve Board estimates are

bagsed on a sample which is different from and smaller

(approximately 3,500 schedules in 66 areas) than tr
census sample. Differences between the results arc
subject to sampling veriabllity arising from each
survey. This factor alone could account for moder-
ate discrepancies between the two sets of data.

3. There are some differences 1in the esti-
mating procedure., The Bureau of the Census inflated
its welghted sample results to agree wilth independ-
ent estimates of the civilian population of the
United States by age, color, and sex, whereas the
Survey of Consumer Finances welghted sample results
were inflated to sgree with Independent estimetes of
occupled dwelling units.

4, Only a few income questions (usually
between three and six) are asked for each person in
the Bureau of the Census sample whereas numerous de-
tailed questions on income gnd other financlal items

are asked of the head of the spending unit and all/

other members in the spending unit in each household
in the Federal Reserve Board sample.

Federal 1income tax data.--The Federal income
tax coverage is incomplete because of the exemptions
of persons receiving less than $600; therefore, its
coverage differs from the census coverage,

Since some of the income tax returns are filed
as separate returns and others as Joint returns, the
income reporting unit 1s not consistently on the
basis of either families or persons.

Income as defined for tax purposes differs from
the census concept. For example, certain types of

receipts such as veterans! payments, social securlity

benefits, and relief payments, which constitute the
main income source for some families, are excluded
from income tax coverage. On the other hand, capi-
tal gains and losses which are excluded from the
census definition of income are included in income
tax returns. '

0ld-Age and Survivors Insurance earnings record
dsta.--Census data shown in this report and the dis-
tributions made upon the basis of Old-Age and Sur-
vivors Insurance earnings record data differ for the
reasons listed below:

1. The earnings of such groups as farm op-
erators, own-account professional workers, Iirregu-
larly employed domestic servénts, some employees of
nonprofit institutions, 'and most governmental em-
ployees are not covered by the earnings record data,

2. Earnings from employment or self-employ-
ment 1n excess of $4,200 are not covered by the
earnings record data.

3. Income other than earnings 1is not cov-

ered by the earnings record data,

4. The earnings record data are based upon
employers' reports, whereas the data presented ir
this report are obtained by household interviews,
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Table 1.--PLACE OF RESIDENCE: DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER BY TOTAL MONEY
URBAN (BY SIZE OF PLACE) AND RURAL

INCOME IN 1955, BY SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES,

! Comparable figures not available.

Urban
Places not in urbanized
. Urbanized areas areas K Rural Rural
Total money income and sex Total . nonfarm farm
Total 1,000,000f 250,000 | 25,000 [ o
Total or to 250..000 Total or 25.000
more 999,999 ’ more ’
BOTH SEXES
e —
Number of persons........thousands..{ - 116,293 75,422 || 55,389 ) M) *) 20,033 *) ) 26,020 | 14,851
Number of persons with income N ' .
thousands. . 81,237 || 53,833 || 39,171 *) ) () | 14,662 ) )| 17,722 9,683
Income Recipients
Total.ieseerseannesessesssncnnes 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
A0s8.... 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.3 T 0.2 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.5 2.6
$1 to $499 15.8 12.4 10.8 8.9 1.9 13.9 16.5 13.7 17.4 17.8 30.4
$500 to $999..... 12.8 11.9 1.4 10.8 11.7 12.5 13.3 1.0 14.1 12.7 17.4
$1,000 to $1,499... 8.7 8.4 7.9 7.6 8.7 7.9 9.7 10.1 9.6 8.0 11.6
$1,500 to $1,999... 7.0 6.9 6.7 6.3 7.3 6.9 7.6 7.3 7.7 6.2 9.0
$2,000 to $2,499...... 7.9 8.1 8.1 7.9 8.5 8.0 8.3 8.4- 8.3 7.6 7.2
$2,500 to $2,999... 6.3 6.5 6.4 6.7 6.1 6.1 6.7 6.7 6.6 6.2 5.0
$3,000 10 $3,499.. e ieinennecanncnnn 7.7 8.4 8.7 9.1 9.0 7.4 7.6 6.8 7.9 7.5 4.6
$3,500 t0 $3,999. 0 i0iiriiiieniinens N 6.5 7.1 7.5 7.7 7.0 7.6 6.3 6.9 6.1 6.6 3.1
$4,000 to $4,499.... 6.5 7.2 7.8 8.5 7.0 7.3 5.7 6.3 5.5 6.5 2.4
to 4.6 5.1 5.3 5.2 5.8 5.1 bols 5.2 © 4.2 4.9 1.8
to 6.9 7.8 8.7 9.6 7.5 8.0 5.4 6.6 5.0 6.9 "1.9
to 3.5 3.8 3.9 4.0 .39 3.7 3.5, 4.4 3.2 4,0 1.1
3.3 3.9 4.3 4.8 3.7 3.5 2.8 3.8 T 2.5 3.0 1.0
1.2 1.4 1.5 1.8 1.1 1.2 1.2 1.7 1.0 1.1 0.6
0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.8 0.2 0.5 0.2
0.3 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.2 0.1 0.2 ees 0.3 0.2
Median INCOMEss.eseaassscsancasnsnas $2,323 $2,654 $2,875 [~ $3,082 $2,639 $2,525 $2,151 $2,452 $2,048 $2,316 $989
Year-Round Full-Time Workers
‘cent of all income recipients....] . 51,1 52.3 53.9 57.0 51.2 49.7 8.3 1. 52.7 46.5 48.0 49.8
Median INCOME.siececneeccaeacsananes $3,809 $4,051 $4,128 $4,199 $4,009 $4,088 $3,763 $4,204 $3,591 $3,970 $1,732
MALE
Number of persons........thousands.. 55,878 || 35,407 || 26,182 *) ) (@) 9,225 Q) ™) 12,711 7,760
Number of persons with income
thousands. . 51,446 32,748 24,101 ) ) 1) 8,847 @) ) 11,715 6,983,
Income Recipients
Totale.essrsunen sovvevas ereecaans 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Losg....... oo 0.9 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.6 0.5. 0.5 0.5 0.6 3.4
$1 to $499... . 8.5 5.6 4.8 4.0 5.7 5.6 7.6 7.2 7.6 9.0 21.4
$500 to $999...... . 8.8 7.3 6.6 6.4 7.4 6.3 9.0 7.9 9.4 8.0 17.1
$1,000 to $1,499.. . 7.0 5.9 5.4 4.8 6.2 6.0 T4 7.1 7.5 6.5 12.5
$1,500 to $1,999.. . 5.8 5.0 4.8 4.1 5.8 5.4 5.6 5.0 5.9 5.1 10.3
$2,000 to $2,499.. . 7.0 6.6 6.1 5.7 6.4 6.7 7.9 6.3 8.4 7.3 8.0
$2,500 to $2,999.. . 6.2 6.0 5.7 6.0 5.6 5.0 6.8 5.6 7.2 6.8 5.9 -
$3,000 10 $3,499.cireiiiiiininnnnnns 8.2 8.8 8.7 8.6 9.5 8.0 9.0 7.3 9.6 8.4 5.4
$3,500 10 $3,99%: crtniacrennninnann 8.3 9.1 9.3 9.1 9.0 10.3 8.5 7.9 8.7 8.6 3.9
$4,000 to $4,499.. 8.9 10.0 10.5 11.3 9.0 10.4 8.6 8.9 8.4 9.1 3.2
$4,500 to $4,999...0u.... 6.9 7.8 8.1 7.7 8.9 8.2 7.2 8.1 6.8 7.1 2.3
$5,000 to $5,999....... 10.3 12.0 13.2 14.2 11.6 12.8 8.9 10.7 8.3 10.2 . 2.6
$6,000 to $6,999 5.4 6.0 6.1 6.1 6.1 6.1 5.6 7.2 5.1 6.0 1.5
$7,000 to $9,999.. 5.1 6.1 6.7 7.5 5.8 5.9 4.7 6.3 4.2 4.3 1.4
$10,000 to $14,999.. . 1.9 2.2 2.4 2.8 1.8 1.9 1.9 2.8 1.6 1.7 0.8
$15,000 to $24,999.. .e 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.6 1.2 0.4 0.7 0.2
$25,000 BN OVET e eerneennncasecaness 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.3 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.3 P
Median 4NCOME . .ereerrreeeesnransnnnss $3,354 $3,742 $3,903 $4,040 $3,678 $3,811 $3,289 $3,69 $3,182 $3,399 $1,324
Year-Round Full.Time Workers
Percent of all income recipients.... 63.1 63.6 644 67.2 60,9 61.8 61.3 64.5 59.9 60.7 64.5
Median iNCOme....eeuseeeessosnannonss $4,246 || $4,554 || 34,624 $4,672 | $4,530 | $4,634 | $4,346 || s$4,887 | 84,131 | $4,295 $1,734
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Table 1.--PLACE OF RESIDENCE: DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER BY TOTAL MONEY
URBAN (BY SIZE OF PLACE) AND RURAL--Can.

INCOME IN 1955, BY SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES,

Urban
] Urbanized areas Placea not in urbanized
. : areas Rural Rural
Total money income Bnd sex Total nontarm Pl
Total 1,000,000 250,000 | 4o 25,000 | g
Total or to 250,000 Total or 25.000
more 999,999 4 more ’
FEMALE
_Number of pPersonS........thousands.. 60,415 || 40,015 29,207 @) *) ) 10,808 ()] ) 13,309 7,091
Number of persons with income .
thousands..| 29,791 {| 21,085 || 15,07 *) *) *) 6,015 *) ()] 6,006 2,700
Income Recipients
TOtaleeeeennsasassnseescssssncas 100.0 100.0 100.0 *100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
LOSSeceecensonssssasesnas 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.3 esn 0.4 0.2 0.8
27.7 22.6 2.0 16,7 21.2 25.9 28.8 23.6 30.4 |N-. 34.0 52.5
19.3 18.8 18.6 17.6 18.1 21.5 19.2 5.8 2.3 21.5 18.3
11.6 12.1 11.8 12.0 12.5 10.6 12.9 14.6 12.3 10.6 9.4
9.0 9.7 9.5 9.7 9.7 9.0 10.3 10.9 10.1 8.2 5.8
9.4 10.4 1.1 1.3 11.5 10.0 8.9 1.5 8.1 8.0 5.1
6.4 7.3 7.6 7.9 6.9 7.7 6.5 8.5 5.9 5.0 2.9
7.0 7.8 8.7 10.0 8.1 6.6 5.8 5.9 5.7 5.8 2.7
3.7 4.3 4.7 5.4 4.0 3.6 3.4 5.4 2.7 2.9 1.0
2.6 3.2 3.7 3.9 44 2.9 1.8 2.3 1.6 1.6 0.4
0.8 0.9 1.0 1.2 1.1 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.5
1.2 1.4 1.7 2.3 1.3 0.9 0.6 0.5 0.7 0.8 0.2
0.4 0.5 0.5 0.7 0.6 0.1 0.5 .o 0.7 0.3 0.1
0.4 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.5 0.1 0.2 eee 0.3 0.4 .ee
$10 000 to 814, cesescnse ceee 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 ove 0.2 .ee 0.2
$15,000 to $24,999.. . 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 vee .en 0es . ces .en 0.3
$25,000 and Over.... . 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 oo 0.1 ves oo “ee “ee ee
Median income..eceeecessccncccasanas $1,116 $1,347 || $1,475 $1,686 $1,420 $1,108 $1,066'{] $1,363 $973 $867 $470
Year-Round Full-Time Workers
Percent of all income recipients 31.1 35.2 37.1 39.9 36.1 32.1 30.8 34.6 2.4 24.7 14.9.
Median income...ceeeccescaance $2,734 $2,820 $2,951 $3,075 $2,786 $2,748 $2,538 $2,663 $2,470 82,534
1 Comparable figures not available,
2 Mpdian not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting with income.
Table 2.--CCLOR AND RESIDENCE: MEDIAN INCOME IN 1955 OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, BY SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES,
URBAN AND RURAL
Male Female
Residence
Total White Norwhite Total White Nonwhite
UNITED STATES!
Number Of PErsSONS.ceecssecses 55,878 50,465 5,413 60,415 54,302 6,113
Number of persons with income......thousands.. 51,446 46,586 4,860 29,791 25,985 3,806
Median income for persons with income......... $3,354 $3,542 $1,868 $1,116 $1,250 $654
URBAN
Number of PersONSeecsssscecs 35,407 31,649 3;758 40,015 35,591 thyb2h
Number persons with income.........thousands.. 32,748 29,356 3,392 21,085 18,391 2,694
Median income for persons with income....eces. $3,742 $3,917 $2,483 $1,347 $1,474 $860
RURAL NONFARM
Number Of PErSONS..essesscscsssssssthousands.. 12,711 11,948 763 13,309 12,446 863
Number of persons with income......thousands.. 11,715 11,023 692 6,006 5,429 577
Median income for persons with income....ce.s. $3,399 - $3,560 $1,245 $867 $939 $420
RURAL FARM
Number of personS.....cec.eessses...thousands.. 7,760 6;868 892 7,091 6,265 826
Number of persons with income......thousands.. 6,983 6,207 776 2,700 2,165 535
Median income for persons with incomee........ $1,324 $1,484 $600 $470 $606 $295

1 Digtributions by income level appear in table 8.
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Table 3.--AGE AND VETERAN STATUS: DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME IN 1955, BY SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES,
URBAN AND RURAL

See footnotes at end of table.

Age (years)
25 to 34 35 to 44
Total money income and sex Total Not a Not a 65
1;..9'«) Zg(‘to Vezls‘ran veteran Veg;ran veteran L; to 524 to and
Total " of Total of over
lorld World World World
War II or var 11 | o5 |-
War II War II
UNITED STATES--MALE
Number of persons........thousands.. 55,878|1 6,480 4,188 11,333 6,118 5,215| 11,082 5,731 5,351 9,300 7,006 6,489
Number of persons vith income :
thousands..| 51,446\ 3,360) 3,942 11,215 6,089 5,126 10,946 5,697 5,249 9,151 6,749 6,083
Income Recipients
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0f . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
0.9 0.1 0.3 0.8 1.0 0.6 0.8 0.5 1.1 1.4 1.0 1.0
8.5 60.1 7.0 2.4 1.3 3.7 2.0 1.2 2.9 3.7 5.7 12.8
8.8 20.2 11.2 4.5 2.0 7.5 3.5 2.2 4.9 4.8 8.4, 24.4
$1,000 to $1, 499............ ves 7.0 8.7 13.7 4.5 2.4 7.0 3.0 - 2.1 4.1 4ol 6.6 17.5
$1,500 to $1,999.. 5.8 4.3 13.3 3.9 2.9 5.1 3.8 2.5 5.2 4.3 6.6 10.1
32,000 to $2, 499........-..... aon 7.0 3.8 10.1 6.7 4.8 8.8 6.1 5.0 7.3 6.5 7.0 9.5
$2,500. 10 $2,99%..c0cienans re 6.2 1.2 10.6 8.1 5.8 10.9 5.4 4.9 6.0 5.7 6.6 4.3
$3,000 to 13,499.................... 8.2 0.5 10.7 10.0 9.2 10.9 9.9 8.9 11.0 8.3 9.2 3.8
$3,500 to $3,999..000000e 8.3 0.6 6.4 1.8 11.7 11.9 10.0 11.4 8.4 7.9 9.3 3.8
$4,000 to $4,499....... . 8.9 0.4 7.2 12.1 13.5 10.5 10.8 1.7 9.8 10.9 8.9 2.4
$4,500 to $4,999 . 6.9 4.1 9.7 11.1 8.1 9.7 11.7 7.6 7.4 6.7 2.0
$5,000 to $5,999. ven 10.3 0.2 3.8 13.2 16.7 9.0 15.3 16.6 13.8 13.1 9.2 3.3
$6,000 to $6,999... 5.4 0.8 6.3 8.8 3.3 8.2 8.2 8.2 7.9 5.1 1.2
$7,000 to $9,999..... ses 5.1 een 0.7 4.8 7.2 2.0 7.9 © 8.5 7.2 8.1 5.1 2.0
$10,000 to $14,999... . 1.9 “es s 0.8 1.2 0.4 2.9 3.5 2.2 3.8 3.0 0.8
$15,000 to $24,999. . 0.6 . 0.4 0.5 0.2 0.6 0.8 0.2 1.2 . 0.9 0.4
$25,000 8nd OVErssesesrorsoscnasnnse 0.4 coe 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.7 0.7 0.7
Median inCOME..evvesercsoannns vesenn $3,354 $416 » $2,223| $3,886 $4,330| $3,294| $4,255 $4,4831 $3,946| $4,138{ $3,440 $1,33’7
Year-Round Full-Time Workers
Percent of all income recipients....] .- - 63.1 10.9 47.6 77.0 80.9 72,3 79.6 80.7 78.4 77.6 65.3 24.5
Median inCOME..seeesvnccoosasanes $4,246 ()| $3,299 84,317 $4,630 83,854 $4,522 s-'. 679 $4,319| $4,500( $3,967| $3,014
UNITED STATES--FEMALE
Number of persons........thousands..| 60,415) 6,762| - 5,307| 12,120 (2 (3| 13,635 (&) () 9,626 7,441 7,524
Number of persons with income
- thousands. . 29,791 2,559 3,216 5,263 (2 (O] 5,462 (2) (?) 4,864 3,537 4,8%0
Incoime Recipients
Totaleveueernn.. 100.0|| 100.0{ 100.0| 100.0 %) (®)] "100.0 %) (3)| 100.0[ 100.0] 300.0
0.3 s G.1 eee s . 0.2 . . 0.7 0.4 0.2
7.7 62.3 21.7 23.3 23.0 19.1 4.6 33.9
19.3 18.1 16.5 13.7 eee ‘s 14.3 ves] . 14.2 17.7 39.7
1.6 9.3 12.9 10.9 e 10.9 10.7 14.2 12.5
9.0 b4ud 11.9 10.4 . 9.7 11.8 9.4 bod”
T 9.4 3.7 11.6 11.5 aes aen ‘11.6 see P 12.4 9.8 3.2
6.4 1.5 10.2 9.4 cen .e 7.5 een vee 7.2 5.9 1.5
to 7.0 0.3 9.8 10.7 .. 8.9 .ee ves 8.8 5.9 1.3
y to 3.7 0.3 3.1 5.0 “os “es 5.8 cer . 4.7 4.5 0.5
$4,000 to $4,499. 2.6 1.6 3.0 4.2 oes 43 2.7 0.5
$4,500 to $4 0.8 0.2} 0.2 0.6 ere ee 1.2 vee . 1.2 1.3 0.5
to 1.2 0.3 1.0 ... . 1.3 .. 2.7 1.6 0.5
to 0.4 o “ee 0.1 0.7 . 1.1 0.6 0.4
to 0.4 ves 0.3 0.4 . 0.8 0.7 0.3
0.1 . .. 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2
0.1 .ee cee see e PN 0.2 ees vee 0.1 0.1
$25,000 and Over...cesssessscssccaes 0.1 ‘e e 0.2 0.5 0.1
Median iNCOME.cesesccecnncnnsasnssans $1,116 $402| $1,453| $1,601 “en cas $1,582 ves . $1,725| $1,257 $700
Year-Round Full-Time Workers
Percent of all income reciplents 3l.1 9.8 37.5 37.2 41.6 41.0 36.6 6.2
Median inCome......essesvesscss $2,734 (*)| $2,768] $2,854 ..| $2,858 voo| $2,799) $2,559 *)
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Table 3.--AGE AND VETERAN STATUS: DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME IN 1955, BY SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES,
URBAN AND RURAL--Con. .
Age (years)
25 to 34 357t0 44
Total money income and sex Total Not a Not a 65
lligw 224to Veg;nm veteran Veg;z‘ran veteran 4241;0 524 to and
Total W of Total of over
orld World
War II World War II World
War II T War IT
URBAN.-MALE
Number of persons........thousands..| 35,407|| 3,660{ 2,775 7,452 4,063f 3,389 6,962 3,718 3,184| 6,012| 4,596| 3,950
Number of persons with income
thousands. . 32,748(} 1,872 2,605 7,379 4,048 3,331 6,860 3,755 3,105 5,917 4,418] 3,697
Median inCome..eseesvassessneeananes $3,742 $467)  $2,406 $4,019(|  $4,413 $3,547| $4,537] $4,614| $4,425| $4,512| $3,860| $1,523
URBAN--FEMALE
Number of persons........thousands..] 40,015|| 4,123| 3,602| 7,883 (2) (2) 7,678 ® (?) 6,622 5,082| 5,025
Number of persons with income '
thousands..| 21,085|| 1,643 2,315 3,783 (2 Q) 3,895 (2) (%) 3,568| 2,557{ 3,32
Median incCOme....ceveveuvernonnanaesf  $1,347 $442(  $1,672 $1,784) ceo| $1,874 woo| $1,897| $1,515 $758
RURAL NONFARM--MALE
Number of persons........thousends..| 12,711|| 1,548 888 2,822 1,695 1,127 2,781 1,536 1,245] 2,023| 1,280{ 1,369
Number of persons with income .
thousands..| 11,715 816 852f 2,802 1,692] 1,110 2,767 1,529 1,238 1,982) 1,223| 1,273
Median income....ceveivesnnnncraen..)  $3,399 $388| $2,354| $3,981 $4,371| $3,289| $4,210[| $4,496| $3,756| $4,040| $3,392 $1,179
RURAL NONFARM--FEMALE
Number of persons......i.thousands..| 13,309( 1,606] 1,166| 3,162 2) )| 2,6m & ®| 17| 1,35 1,581
Number of persons with income
- thousands. . 6,006 580 662 1,116 (2) (?) 1,103 (2) () ) 845 616 1,084
Median INCOME..eecsssrevscoannsnness $867 $382] $1,145) $1,285 veo| $1,131 .| $1,569 $830 $612
RURAL FARM--MALE
Number of persons........thousanda.. 7,760 1,272 525 1,059 360 639 1,339 417 922 1,265 1,130 1,170
Number of persons.with income
thousands. . 6,983 672 485 1,034 349 685 1,319 413 906 11,2521 1,108] 1,113
Median income..... tevereenenenadened]  $1,324 $3431 81,272 $1,719)] $2,500| $1,456| $2,116| $2,310| $1,988| $1,701| $1,459 $881
RURAL FARM-_FEMALE
Number of persons........thousands.. 7,091|! 1,033 539! 1,075 *) ) 1,287 ) ) 1,234 1,005 918
-Number of persons with income . .
) thousands, . 2,700 336 239 364 ®) ) 464 ) (2) 451 364 482
Median income....... [ $470 $297] (M) $791 $487 $672 $428 $499

1 Median not shown whe
2 Veteran status of

ere there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample
women not obtained.

reporting with income.
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Table 11.--COLOR AND INDUSTRY, 1955 AND 1933: MEDIAN WAGE OR SALARY INCOME OF ALL PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER WITH WAGE OR SALARY INCOME
AND OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS, BY MAJOR INDUSTRY GROUP AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES -

All workers Year-round full-time workers
Color and major industry group Male Female Male Female
1955 19391 1955 19391 1955 1939 1955 1939
COLOR
WHITEassaennraenanensassessssrnnssonsasannssanscsans $3,986. $1,112 | . $2,065 $676 $4,458 $1,419 $2,870 $863
. Nonwhite... 2,342 460 894 246 2,831 639 1,637 327
MAJOR INDUSTRY GROUP IN SURVEY WEEK
Agriculture, forestry, and fisherieS.iceceoceceeecsas $1,329 $301 (?) $154 $1,8% $381 (?) $266 -
MADINGee0ennsnruossnsaressoncaosnsnes 4,054 956 (?) 1,077 (2) 1,550 (?) 1,331
Construction.. 3,417 777 (?) 804 4,257 1,276 (2) 1,042
‘ Manufacturing . 4,104 1,141 2,288 646 " 4,508 1,416 2,876 869
Transportation, commnication, and other public : -

R X P 4,142. 1,425 2,753 1,068 4,398 1,649 (2) 1,158
Wholesale trade..eseceocsosvecsnasvonsoccnes 3,975 1,326 2,293 828 4,352 1,527 (2) 1,029
Retail trades.cscesecscesiassesnscsccses 3,130 969 1,348 599 4,031 1,196 2,127 761
Finance, jnsurance, and real estate 4,242 1,487 2,480 977 4,875 1,636 3,038 1,064
Business and repair services....... 3,504 995 ) 838 3,985 1,232 ?) 1,016
Personal 8erviceS..seesseeesnsasses 2,266 738 712 292 (®) 940 1,329 3 .
Entertainment and recreation services ) 888 (?) 639 (2) 1,291 ?) 5 )
Professional and related services.... 3,438 1,235 2,263 89 3,801 1,349 2,955 v
Public 8dministration..esesessecseeressocasvssosance 4,363 1,625 3,167 1,233 4,452 1,843 3,437 1,339

1 Excludes public emergency workers but includes members of the Armed Forces.
2 Median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting with wage or salary income.

Table 12.--OCCUPATION, 1955 AND 1939: MEDIAN WAGE OR SALARY INCOME OF ALL PERSONS IN THE EXPERTENCED CIVILIAN LABGR FORCE AND OF YEAR-ROUND

FULL-TIME WORKERS, BY MAJOR OCCUPATION C:ROUP AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES .
All warkers Year-round full-time workers
Ma jor occupation group in survey week Male . ) Female ) Male Female
' ‘1955 | 1939? 1955 19391 - 1955 1939 1955 19391
Professional, technicel, and kindred workers........ $5,055 $1,809 $2,963 | . $1,023 $5,382 $2,100 $3,500 $1,277
4 Farmers and faID MANEZEIS....cseseescscscsccsnssvones 461 373 2 348 414 430 (2) 403
Managers, officials, and proprietors, except farm...| 5,290 2,136 3,158 1,107 5,584 2,254 (2) 1,218
Clerical and kindred workersS.seecesssceescesscees 3,870 1,421 2,597 966 4,162 1,564 3,065 1,072
Sales WOrKerS...eceeesses tessaceseascarne 4,315 1,277 1,182 636 4,937 1,451 ) 745
Craftesmen, foremen, and kindred workers..... 4,356 1,309 (3) 827 4,72 1,562 () 995
Operatives and kindred workers. . 3,586 1,007 2,048 | . 582 4,046 1,268 2,489 . 742
Private household WOTKETSee:eeeasvevassns . (2) 429 502 29 () 549 (?) 339
Service workers, except private household.. . 2,778 833 1,135 | 493 3,565 1,019 1,759 607
Farm laborers and fOTEMEN...seesecscersssns ves 97 309 (®) 176 (?) 365 (2) 245
Laborers, except farm and MINE..eec.cevsssocsossoeses 2,387 673 (®) 538 3,105 .M (2) 738

; Excludes public emergency workers and persons having less than $100 of wage or salary income but includes members of the Armed Forces.
Median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting with $1 or more of wage or salary income.




