
U. S DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE BURlMUOF‘THECENSUS
sadair  weeks, SeawterJr F&dat  W. m Director

CURRENT POPULATION REPORTS ’
CONSUMER INCOME

ADTI~  1958 Washington  25. D. C. Series P-60. No. 27

   
INCOME OF FAMILIES AND PERSONS IN  UNITED STATES: 1956

(Advanoe data on family income in 1956 were issued last September in Current Population Reports, Se-
ries P-60. No. 26. Preliminarg  data on the 1956 incowz of persons appear in Series P-60, No. 25,
iaauedL&June)

Average (median) family income in the
United States was still rising in 1956, ac-
cording to estimates, relessed -today by the
Bureau of. the Census, Department of Commerce.

The average income of all families was estl-
mated at $4,800, or about 8 percent higher
than'in 1955. This increase probebly rep-
resented a signlf  icant over-the-year gain
n purchasing'power  for the average family
ince prices rose only slightly during this

Of the Nation's 43 million families,
3+ million, or about 8 percent, received ln-
comes or  $10,000 or more, while en additional
17 million, or ebout two-fifths, had incomes
ranging between $5,000 and $10,000. At the
other endofthe Income scale, about 7 million,
or.one-sixth, had incomes under $2,000. The
remaining 16 million families were in the
$2,000-to-$5,000  bracket. The distribution of
families (groups of two or more related per-
sons) by their income In 1956 is shown in
table A.

One-tenth of all families were heeded by
aollege graduates. The average income of
these families was $7,600 In 1956. In con-
trast, families headed by elementary school
graduates who did not go on to high school had
en average income of $4,200. One-fourth of

l The Consumer Price Index of the Department of
Labor averaged I14.5 in 1955 and 116.2 in 1956.

all families were headed by high school grad-
uates who did not go to college. These ram-
ilies had en average income of $5,500.

The incomes of married men have risen
substantially in recent years. Another impor-
tent factor boosting family income has been
the increasing tendency of the wife to work
outside the home. In 1956, the average income
of families in which the wife was a paid
worker was $6,OOd: In contrast, the incomes
of families in which the wife did not work or
worked without pay were considerably lower,
amounting to #4,600 on the average. Over
three-fifths of the families with working wives
had incomes of '$5,000 or more es compared with
about two-fifths of the other families.

Table A.--NUMBER OF FAMILIES  BY FAMILY  INCOME,
FIX THE UNITEDSTATES:  1956

(Figures derived from data in table 1 and rounded
to the nearestlOO,OOO)

Family income Number of
families

Total ............................
Under $1,000 ...........................
$l,cKKl  to $1.999 .......................
$2,000 to $2,999.......................
83,000 to $3.999 .......................
$4,000 to $4,999 .......................
85,oco to $5,999 .......................
$6,000 to $6.999 .......................
$7,000 to q9,999 .......................
$lO,ooo  to $14,999 .....................
$15,OCHl  and over .......................

43,400,000
2,900,000
3,900,000
4,400,oOO
5,400,~
6,400,OOO
6,OiIO,oOO
4,~,~
6,7DO,ooO
2,600,ooo

900,ooo
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These are some of the highlights of the
results of the annual inquiry on oonsumer in-
come made in oonneotion  with the Bureau's
Current Population Survey  in%aroh 1957. The
survey oovered  the oivillan  noninstitutional
population and members of the Armed Poroes
living off post or with  their families  on post
in continental United States.

This report oovers  money income only,
prior to deduotions  for taxes. The Saot that
many farm workers do not pay rent for their
living quarters and reoeive  an important part
of their income in the form  of goods produoed
and oonsumed  on the fana  rather than in money
should be taken into oonsideration  in oompar-
ing  the income OS farm  and noniarm  residents.
The median inoome is the amount whioh divides
the distribution into two equal groups, one
having inoomes above the median and the other
having inoomes below the median. In comparing
inoome data for 1956 with those for previous
years, aooount should be taken of the- Saot
that ohanges in inoome were aooompanied by
ohanges in prioes. Therefore, an increase or
decrease in income between seleoted years does
not neoessarily  represent a similar ohange  In
eoonomio  well-being.

Sinoe  the estimates in this report are
based on a sample, they are subjeot to sam-
pling variability. Particular oare  should be
exercised In the interpretation of figures
based on relatively small numbers of oases as
well as small differenoes between figures.
Moreover, as in all field surveys of inoome,
the figures are subjeot to errors of response
and nonreporting.

The first seotion of this report deals
with the incomes of families and unrelated
individuals. The combined inoomes of all
members are treated as a single amount. In
the second seotion, the unit OS analysis fs
the amount  of lnoome received by eaoh person
14 years of age and over, regardless OS the
amount of his family's lnoome.

FAMILY INCOME IW 1956

Family inoomes risein1950.--Average  Sam-
ily  income continued upward in 1956, rising by
around 8 peroent over the previous year. The
median inoome for all families was estimated
at $4,8002  in 1956, about $360 higher than the
1955 median. Between 1954 and 1955 a gain of
about $250 had been recorded.

Inoreases in average inoome were regis
tered in 1956 by both farm and nonfarm  resi-
dents. The median inoome of noniarm  families,
whioh has been rising fairly steadily since
the end of World War II, reached $5,100 in
1956, some 8 peroent higher than a year ear-
lier and 59 peroent higher than 5.n 1947. In
contrast, the median inoome of rural-Sarm
families, at $2,400 in 1956, was only 20 per-
oent  higher than the 1947 level, in spite of a
$260 inorease  over the year.

: ,!  I J "i '9
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in the postwar period, the average purohasing
power of noniarm  families seems to have ex-
oeeded significantly the World War II level.
As suggested by the data in Sigure 1, the
relatively steady Increases in money income
during the postwar period have been largely
offset or more than offset by the rising oost
or living. In 1955 and 1956, however, in-
oreased  money inoomesinoonjunotion with rela-
tively stable prioes pushed the prioe-adjusted
income level above the World War II peak.

Figure 1 .--MEDIAN INCOME OF NONFARbf  FAMILIFS,
FOR THR  UNITED STATE3:  1944 TO 1956

$6,000

Years

* Medians cited in the text sre taken from the de-
tailed tables and are rounded to hundreds of dollars.




























































































