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FAMILY INCOME UP 4 PERCENT IN 1957

(Advance data, March 1958 sample survey)

Average (median) femily income in the
United States was estimated at $5,000 in 1957,
a galn of about $200, or 4 percent, over ths
previous year, according to eastimates released
tedey by the Bureau of the Census, Department
of Commerca. This increess probably repre-
sented no significant change in purchasing
power for the average famlly, however, since
prices alsc rose substantislly durlng this
period.?

The average Iincome of nonfarm families
rose by about 3 percent over the year, largely
because of further inocreases in wage rates in
most lndustries. In the case of the farm pop-
ulation, other evidence indicates that a rise
in income over the year was due partly to 1n-
creased earnings from nonfarm work. A growing
number of farm families derive at least part
of thelr income from employment off the farm,

One-tenth of the Nation's families re-
celived incomes of $10,000 or more, while an
additional two-fifths had lncomes ranging be-
tween $5,000 and $10,000. At the other end of
the income scale, about 15 percent hed incomes
under $2,000. The remaining 35 percent were
in the 32,000f$5,000 bracket. The dlatribution
of ramiliea ({groups of two or more related
persons}) by their income in 1957 1is shown in
the table.

1 The Consumer Price Index of the Department of
Labor averaged 116,2 In 1956 end 120.2 in 1957.

The 1957 Iincome data presented 1in this
report were obtained from information cecllected
in the Bureau's Current Pepulation Survey of
March 1958. The survey covered the clivilian
noninatitutional population and members of the
Armed Forces living off post or with thelr
families on post in continental United States.
Additional family income data from thls survey
will sappear in a more detalled report to be
issued later this year.

Income as defined in this report repre-
sents the combined +total money incoms of the
family, or the sum of money wages end saleries,
net income from self-employment, and income
other than earnings received by all family
members during the calendar year. The median
fncome is the amount whieh divides the distri-
bution 1into two equal groupa, one having in-
comes ebove the median and the other having
incomes below the median,

Since the estimates 1in this report are
based on & sampls, they ere subject to sampling
variability. Particular care should be exer-
cised 1in the interpretetionm of figures based
on relatively small numbers of cases a3 well
ag small differences between figures. More-
over, as in all fisld surveys of income, the
tigures are subjeet +to errors of response end
nonreporting.

Other data relating to the income re-
ceived by the population are available from the
Personal Income Series of the Department of
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Commerce, the Department of Agriculture's farm
income series, the Federal Reserve Board Sur-
vey of Consumer Finances, Federal income tex
data, snd 014 Age and Survivors Insurance earn-
collected
differ

ings record data, These data

for different purposes and, therefore,

from the Current Populatlon Survey income data
in several important respects, A discussion of

the

No.

United States:

comparability
in Current Populatlon Reports,

of these data may be found
Series P-80,

"Income of Families and Persons 1n the

DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED

1952 70 1957

1958."

STATES, FARM AND NONFARM:

Total money income

1957

1956

1955

1954

1953

1952

UNITEL STATES

TotBl.eieessonsncennscnscarsannns

Under $500.cvcsusacesnannnnvacsassanns
$500 40 $999.0uusncacsssssnnsnnsansnen
$1,000 t0 81,499, i ivenennernrrennrenas
$1,500 40 $1,999u 0t sccsancencnnnsans
$2,000 to $2,49% s vsennsssranenssnnnes
$2,500 10 $2,999 cevsrrcrsrana
$3,000 t0 $3,49% . cavnsssssoransnsisena
$3,500 10 $3,999 i sevuttenrrtnncstnnna

$4,000 0 $4,499, casrsscesrnncrsrnces
$4,500 to $4,999 . civanerncarrnrrannnn
$5,000 10 $5,999. csvrnectnsssantannnns
$6,000 10 $6,999cccciecnnscncnancannas
$7,000 10 $9,999ceeirecancacncanannss
$10,000 10 $14,999 . venarracsssnnsssnas
$15,000 0 $24,999 cuieracernnconsnane
$25,000 and OVeriu.iesvsesavenscsnnans

Median INCOMe..vseiasunssnnssssvunonas

URBAN AND RURAL NONFARM

Median INCOME.svsssassassnsanassnsnnes

RURAL FARM

Median income,..s.sesscesscassccsaaans
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