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The average (median) earnings of men who had
civilian employment in 1946 and resided in non-
farm areas was about $2,100 as compared with
$1,000 for women, according to estimates issued
today by J. C. Capt, Director, Bureau of the
Census, Department of Commerce. Those earners
who worked full time as civilians during the year

ade conslderably more, the corresponding fig-
<res being $2,600 for men and $1,700 for women.

The 1946 income data presented in this report
are based on a saaple survey conducted by the
Bureau of the Census in April, 1947. Since the
estimates are based on a sample, they are subject
to sampling variability. The smaller figures,
as well as small differences between figures,
should be used with particular care, as ex-
plained in the section on reliability of esti-
mates. Nevertheless, the relationships revealed
by thée data should be useful for analytical pur-
poses, The nature of -some of these relationships

is indicated by the following paragraphs which

brief comments relating to the several
Tables 1 to 7 relate to families and to
families, ! distributed by
total money income level; table 8 relates to
persons 14 years of age and over distributed by
total money income level; and tables 9 to 18 re-
late to persons 1L years of age and over dis-
tributed by civilian money earnings level,

give
tables.
individuals not in

1 The definition of family wused in this series of re-
ports and in Series P-20, No, 17, is different from that
used in the 1940 census reports. A femily is defined
here as a group of two or more related persons residing
in the same household or occupying the same quarters in a
quasi household (hotel, large rooming house, etc.}. The
term *individual®™ 4s used to refer to a psrson living
%pne or with persons none of whom ia related to him. See

asction entitled "Definitions of terms and explanations.”

Size of place.--The median total money income
of families and individuals was about $2,500% in
urban places having a population of less than
50,000 inhabitants, but was about .$3,000 in
places having a population of 1,000,000 or more
{table 1). The median income of families and in-
dividuals in places between 50,000 and 1,000,000
in size occupied an intermediate position. Fam-
iliegs-and individuals in rural-nonfarm areas
had a median income of $2,300.

Type of family and age of head.--The median
total money income rose from about $2,300 for
husband-and-wife femilies (male head married,
wife present) in which the head was under 25
yéars of age to about $3,600 for husband-and-wife
families in which the head was from L5 to 54
years of age. The median then declined to $1,800
for husband-and-wife families in which the head
was 65 years of age and over (table 2).

The median total money income of male indi-
viduals not in families ($1,500) was about half
the median for families with male heads ($3,100).
The median for female individuals not in fami-
lies ($900) was slightly less than half that of
families with female heads ($2,100)

of children under 18.--There -was no
in the median total money in-
having no children or having
1, 2, or 3 children under 18 years of age, all
four groups averaging about $3,000. Families in
the 4-or-more-children group, however, averaged
about $2,800 (table 3}«

Number
real difference
conmes of families

K4
%

cited in the text are rounded to hun-

2 The figures
dreds of dollars.




Number of civilian earners and extent of em-

ployment.--The total money incomes of both fami-

lies and individuals varied greatly according to
the extent of employment of the civilian earners
and the number of earners in the family (tables 4
and 4a)., Although the median total income of
all individuals not in families was about $1,100,
the mediens varied from about $4L00 for indivia-
uals who were not civilian earners to §1,000 for
individuals who were part-time civilian earners
and $1,960 for individuals who were full-time
civilian earners. The median total money income
of all families was about $3,000, but it ranged
from $900 for families with no civilian earners
to $7,200 for families with three or more givil-
ian earners, all full time. About half the
families had only one civilian earner, and in
about two-thirds of these cases the earner worked
full time during 1946. The median income of the
families with one full-time civilian earner
(about $2,900) was close to the medisn for all
families.

Qccupation of the principal civilian earner.--
The income of nonfarm families varied greatly

according to the occupation of the principal
civilian earner, ranging from $1,000 for those
whose bprincipal civilian earner was a domestic

service worker to $5,300 for those whose prin-
cipal civilian earner was a -  self-employed pro-
fessional worker {table 5)}. It would perhaps be
more appropriate to omit from the comparison
those families whose principal civilian earner
was a service worker since remuneration from the
service occupations includes large elements of
nonmoney income such as room and board. With
this omission, the lowest median total money in-
come of $2,300 was shown by families whose
principal civilian earner was a nonfarm laborer.
About two out of five nonfarm families had a
principal civilian earner who was an operative
or craftsman. The medians for these two types
of families were approximately $2,900 and $3,300,
respectively. Families whose principal civilian
earner was a clerical worker or a salesman had
median total incomes of about $3,300. There
were three family occupation groups with median

incomes of $4,000 or more: Salaried profes-
sional workers ($4,000), salaried managers and
officials ($4,400), and self-employed profes-

sional workers ($5,300). These three groups
constituted about one-tenth of all families. In
all of the nonferm occupation groups, with the
exception of those families " whose principal ci-
vilien earner was a domestic service worker,
one~tenth or more of the families had incomes of
$4,500 or more. . Although the occupation of the
chief provider was important in its effect on

family income, it was less important

than thgm
number of full-time earners.
Tenure.--The median total money income of

nonfarm primary families who rented their homes
{$2,800) was lower than the total money income
of owners ($3,200) but lsrger than that of other
families who rented their living quarters (about
$2,300) (table 6)., Among nonfarm individuals
not in families, on the other hand, the median
total money income of owners ($700) was lower
than that of tenants. In the latter group there
was little difference 1in the median total money
incomes of primery individuals ($1,200), second-

ary individuals ($1,300), and individuals not
in families who resided in gquasi households
($1,200).

Income and rent.--The median monthly rent

paid by primary tenant families and individuals
varied, although not proportionally, with in-
come, rising from about $20 for those whose
total money incomes were wunder $1,000 to about
$60 for those whose total money incomes were
$10,000 and over ({table 7). The rent paid by
urban primary families with total money incomes

of about $1,500 constituted roughly 20 percent
of their income, on the average, but rent paid
was less than half as large a proportion ¢~

total money income for primary
receiving $5,000 and over.
differences in the 1incomes of urban primary
families paying the same rent. For example, of
urban primery families paying from $30 to $39
per month, -about one-fifth had total money in-
comes of less then $2,000 and about the same
proportion  hed total money incomes of $.L,500 or
more. Although the median total money income of
urban primary families paying $50 or more rent
per month was about $4,200, about one-fifth of
the primery <families 1n this rental class had
total money incomes of less then $2,500.

tenant familie
There were great

Total money income of persons.--Although total
money income is the most appropriate type of in-
come to use in the analysis of familieg, earn-
ings is for most purposes +the most appropriate
type of income by which %o tabulate persons,
Unlike certain types of nonearned income such as
interest, dividends, rent, -and roomer-boarder
income which may be received by the family as a
whole, earnings can readily and meaningfully be
allocated to particular persons. In addition,
much of the emphasis in the analysis of the in-
comes of persons is attached to the examination
of various personal characteristics which are
factors in earning power, e.g.,
skiil, education, age, and sex.

Such analysis., .

)

occupationg’” }




= srmoyggan o+

-3 -

therefore, - is best made in terms of earnings
}vels. For these reasons, table 8 is the only
one in which persons are shown by total money
income level; the others are by civilian money
earnings level. Both 'civilian money earnings
and other income in 1946 were affected by cir-
cumstances peculiar to a period of demobiliza-
tion. Civilian money earnings were a relatively
less important part of total money income of
persons in 1946 then would normally be the case.
With the above qualificetions in mind, sev-
eral points of interest concerning total money
income may be noted. The median for all males
14 years of age and over who received any income
in 1946 ($2,100) did not differ greatly from the
median total money income of males who had c¢i-
vilian money earnings ($2,300), but was twice as
great as the median total money income of males
whose entire income was from sources other than
civilian money earnings. The same general re-
lationships were true for comparable groups of
females who had incomes, but the medians in each
case were about half the medians for males.

Region and color.--There was little differ-
ence among regions other than the South in the
median earnings of nonfarm male earners. The
median for the South, however, was only $1,700,

3 compared with $2,200 or $2,300 for the other
;aree regions {table 9). This difference is at-

tributable in part to the large proportion of
nonwhite earners 1in the South, whose median
earnings were only $1,100.

The median earnings of white males in the

South were $2,000, as compared with $2,200 in
the United States as a whole. For nonwhite males
the median was $1,100 for the South as compared
with $1,400 fdr the United States.

The median earnings of females showed greater
regional variation. The figures were $1,300 for
the Northeastern States, $1,100 for the North
Central States, $900 for the West, and $700 for
the South., Nonwhite female earners in the South
had median earnings of only $400,
with $1,000 for white earners. In both the
South and the United States as a whole, however,
nonwhite females were more likely to be earners
than were white females. About one-half of all
nonfarm nonwhite females 14 years of age and
over were earners in 1946, but only about one-
third of all nonfarm white females 14 years of
age and over were earners. '

Age.--The median civilian money earnings of
male earners increased sharply from about $400
for those 14 to 19 years of age to $1,200 for

les 20 to 24 years of age and $2,100 for males
o In the range 35 to Sk

to 34 years of age.

as compared’

years
power,
65 years of age and over,
(table 10).

If the analysis is restricted +to full-time
earners, less variation by age is observed. The
exclusion of part-time earners doubles the median
for males 14 to 24 years of age (to $1,800), but
increases the median for the age group 35 to 54
by only about 10 percent (to $2,800), ,

The median civilian money earnings of females
followed the same general pattern of variation
with age as that of males, but reached a peak
only helf as high. The comparison of full-time
earners is slightly more favorable %o females,
showing a top median of $1,800 for the 35 to 4L
age group, compared with $2,800 for males.

The proportion of males who were civilian
earners in 1946 rose from a low of 42 percent in
the 1l4-%t0-19-age group to a maximum of 97 per-
cent for males from 35 to L4 years of age. Fifty
percent of all males 65 and over were earners,
but not much more than half of these worked full
time. Only about 30 percent‘ of male earners
under 25 years of age worked full time in civil-
ien employment; in the age groups from 35 to 64
about three out of four male earners were full-
time workers. The proportions of civilian earn-
ers and especially of full-time civilian -earners
among males from 20 to 44 years in 1946 un-
doubtedly would have been greater -had not many
of them been in the armed forces during at least
part of the year. On the other hand, +the pro-
portions of earners among the youngest and old-
est groups were unusually high for a peacetime
year, reflecting the strong demand for labor
during the year.

The relatively high proportion of earners
among females 14 to 19 years of age (38 percent)
further indicates exceptionally good employment
opportunities. The proportions of earners among
women in the age groups 20 to 24 years and 25 to
34 years (58 percent and 42 percent, respec-
tively) might have been higher had it not been
for the high marriage and birth rates which pre-
vailed during 1946 and the preceding war years,
and which served to remove many of these women
from the labor force.

of age, the period of greatest earning
the median was about $2,500. Among men
the median was $1,600

Relationship to head of family.--The median
civilian money earnings of male heads of hus-
band-and-wife families ($2,400) was higher than
the median for other male heads ($2,000) and
twice as high as that for female heads ($1,200).
The majority of earners in these groups worked
full time. Among wives of heads, those who were
earners had a median of $900; most of these were
part-time workers. Other relatives of the family
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head (mainly children of the head) had medi-
an earnings of about $1,200. Among individuals
not in families the medians were $1,700 for male
earners and $1,200 for female earners (table 11).

Marital status.--Median civilian money earn-
ings ranged from about $1,100 for single males
to about $2,400 for married males with wife
present (table 12). These differences result in
part from differences in age.3 The differences
in civilian wmoney earnings samong females by
marital status were not nearly so great as for
males. The medians for married females, both
those with husband present and those with hus-
band absent; and widowed females were in the
neighborhood of $900 to $1,000. The medians for
single and divorced females were slightly larger
{about $1,200).

Years of school completed.--The statistics
presented in table 13 are restricted to persons
25 years of age and over, most of whom had com-
pleted their formal education. The median ci-
vilian money earnings of meles rose from about
$1,700 for those who had completed less than
seven grades of elementary school to $3,200 for
those who had completed one or more years of
college. The median c¢ivilian money earnings of
females rose from about $600 for those who had
completed less +than seven grades of elementary
school to about $1,700 for those who had one or
more years of college.

The relationship between education and earn-
ings is most significant when comparisons are
made within selected age groups. In the age
group 25 to 44, for example, male earners with
less than seven grades of schooling earned an
average of about $1,600, as compared with $2,400
for high school greduates with no college work.
There was a further substaantial increase to
$3,000 for males with one or more years of
college. Femals earners in the same age group
averaged $600 if they haed less than seven years
of school, as compared with $l,h00 if they were
high school graduates with no college education.
For females there was only a slight additional
increase to $1,600 for those with one or more
years of college.

Extent of civilian
time civilian

employment.--Male full-
earners made about twice as much
{$2,600) as male part-time civilian earners
{$1,100). The relative differences between the
median earnings of female full~-time civilien

3 See Current Population Reports, Series P~20, No. 10,
*Characteristics of Single, Married, Widowed, and Di-
vorcsed Persons in 1947.%

"able amount

earners ($1,700) and female part-time civilian

El

earners ($500) was even larger {table 14). i

Principal and supplementary civilian earn-
ers.,--Male ©principal civilian earners in fami-
lies had about the same median earnings (about
$2,400) whether they were the only earners in
their families  or whether there were other
earners (table 15). Male supplementary earners
mede less than half as much ($1,000). Female
principal earners who were sole earners made
only half as much as comparable males ($1,200},
whereas female principal earners 1in families
with other earners averaged about $1,700. Fe-
male supplementary earners made considerably
less {$900) than principal earners and about the
same amount as male supplementary civilian earn-
ers. When the comparisons sare restricted to
full-time earners, the relative differences be-~
tween principal and supplementary earners are
not so great. :

Occupation.--The median c¢ivilian money earn-
ings of nonfarm males ranged from about $500 for
domestic service workers to $4,600 for self-
employed professional men (table 16). Domestic
and other service workers often have a consider-
of income from room and board re-
ceived as pay, however, which is not taken in*~
account in the money income data presented her
Next to service occupations, the lowest median
civilian money earnings for males were received
by nonfarm laborers ($1,400). Above nonfarm
laborers was a group of occupations among which
the medlans differed relatively little, ranging
only from about - $2,100 to about $2,500. These
occupations were operatives, salesmen, clerical
workers, semiprofessional workers, craftsmen,
and proprietors. The high-income occupation
groups, with medlan civilian money earnings
varying from about $3,200 to about $4,600, in-
cluded salaried professional workers, salaried
menagers and officials, and self-employed pro-
fessional workers.

The occupation groups for female civilian
earners cannot easily be divided in the same
manner as those for male workers. With service
workers excluded, the medians ranged from about
$800 for saleswomen to about $1,900 for salaried
managers and officiels. The great majority of
women were in occupations whose average returns
varied only from about $1,100 to $1,600.

Industry.-~The median civilian money earnings
of males ranged from $1,400 in personal and
domestic service to approximetely $2,500 in gov-
ernment and 1n the finance, insurance, and ree?.

estate industry group, with several other indu }
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tries providing about as high a level of earnings

Eable 17). The median civilian money earnings
bf females varied more, ranging from about $500
in personal and domestic service to about $1,800
in government. In industry groups other than
the personal and domestic service and the amuse~
ment and recreation service groups, the medians
ranged from $1,800 to $2,500 for males and from
$300 to $1,800. for females. Even for this
restricted group of industries, the medians for
females varied relatively more than those for
males, Thus it appears that for males civilian
money earnings varied more by major occupation
group than by major industry group, whereas for
females this was not true,

Civilian money earnings of persons ln house-
holds: 1946, 1945, and 194k.-~-There was no ap-
preciable change from 1944 %o 1945 in the median
civilian money earnings of either males or fe-
males in households (i.e., excluding those in
quasi households, such as hotels, which were not
covered in the 1944 and 1945 surveys). - From
1945 to 1946, there was no change in the civil-
ian money earnings of females, but there was a
slight decrease 1in the earnings of mnales in
hcuseholds (table 18). This decrease was prob-
ably due to the increase 1in the number of part-

ime civilian earners in 1946 over 1945 resulting
. +om demobilization. The addition of the veter-
ans to the c¢ivilien labor force disproportion-
ately increased the number of part-time civilian
earners because a large number of the vetersans
were available for civilian employment for only
part of the year.

Males whose ustial place of residence was in
quasi households had appreciably lower median
civilian money earnings in 1946 ($1,700) than
males in households ($2,100). There wsas no
similar difference <for females, however, both
groups averaging about $1,000.

EARLIER INCOME PUBLICATIONS

Other data relating to 1946 and some compara-
tive data for 1945, 1944, and 1939 were included
in the report, Income of Nonfarm Families and
Individuasls: 1946, Series P-60, No. 1. Data
relating to 1945 were included in the following

reports: PFamily and Individual Money Income in
the United States: 1945 and 1944, Series P-S,
No. 22; and Family and Individual Money Income

in the United States: 1945, Series P-60, No. 2.
The first of these reports included comparative
data for 1944 and 1939. The second included
detailed tables similar to those included in
“hisg report.
,%come in 1939 have

Data relating to wage and salary
been presented in the

following Sixteenth Census Reports on Population:
Families: Family Wage or Salary Income in 1939;
Pamilies: Size of Family and Age of Head;
Families: General Cheracteristics; Families:
Characteristics of Rural-Farm Families; Fami-
lies: 'Types of Familieg; Families: Tenure and
Rent; Families: Income and Rent; The Iabor
Porce {(Sample Statistics): Wage or Salary In-
come in 1939; The Labor Force (Sample Statis-
tics): Employment and Family Characteristics of
Women; Vol. IIT, The labor Force; and Education:
Educational Attainment by Economic Characteris-
tics and Marital Status. In addition, a special
report has been published: DPer Capita Income in
Wage-Earner Families, by Size of Femily: 1939,
Series P-44, No. 19.

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AND EXPLANATIONS

Dwelling unit and household.--A dwelling unit
is defined, in general, as a room or an apart-
ment or other group of rooms occupled or intended
for occupancy as separate living quarters by a
family or other group of persons living together
or a person living alone. A household consists
of the entire group of persons who occupy a
dwelling unit. Transient hotels, large rooming
houses, institutions, and other quasi households
are not regarded as households.

Family.--The term "family" is not wused here
with the same meaning es 1in the 1940 census,
The term "individuals not in femilies™ was not
used 1in the 1940 census.  The meaning adopted -
here is tentative and subject to revision, Com-
ment is invited on any of the "family" and "in-
dividual™ concepts used in this report.

The term  "family," as used in this report,
refers to a group of two or more persons related
by blood, marriage, or adoption and residing
together; all such persons are consldered as
members of the same family. Thus, if the son of

. the head of the household and the son s wife are

in the household, they are treated as part og
the head's family. On the other hand, a lodger
and his wife not related to the head of the
household or an unrelated servant and his wife
are congldered as additional femilles, and not

as part of the household head's family.

Indjviduals not in families.--The term "ins
dividuals not in families," as used 1in this
report, refers to persons who are not reldted to
any other persons in the household. An individ-
ual not in a family may constitute a 1-persog
household by himself, or he may be part of a
household including one or more other familieé
or individuals, or he may reside in a quas;





































































