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INCOME OF THE NONFARM POPULATION: 1946 
/ 

(The s ta t i s t i c s  presented in th i s  report supplement the data published in Current Population Reports, 
Series P-60, No. 1 ,  January 28, 1948) 

The average (median) earnings of men who had 
c i v i l i a n  enployment i n  1946 and resided i n  non- 
farm a reas  was about $2,100 a s  compared wi th  
$1,000 f o r  women, according t o  es t imates  issued 
today by J. C .  Capt, Di rec tor ,  Bureau of t h e  
Census, Department of Commerce. Those earners  
who worked f u l l  time a s  c i v i l i a n s  during the  year 

tde considerably more, the  corresponding f i g -  

/ qres being '$2,600 f o r  men and $1,700 f o r  women. 
i The 1946 income da t a  presented i n  t h i s  r epo r t  

1 a r e  based on a sample survey conducted by the  
Bureau of t he  Census i n  Apr i l ,  1917. Since t he  

i es t imates  a r e  basedona  sample, they a r e  subjec t  
t o  sampling v a r i a b i l i t y .  The smaller  f i g u r e s ,  
a s  wel l  a s  small d i f f e r ences  between f igu re s ,  
should be used with p a r t i c u l a r  care ,  a s  ex- 
plained i n  t he  s ec t ion  on r e l i a b i l i t y  of e s t i -  
mates. Nevertheless, t h e  r e l e t i onsh ips  revealed 
by th8  da t a  should be u se fu l  f o r  a n a l y t i c a l  pur- 
poses. The na ture  of some of these r e l a t i onsh ips  
i s  indica ted  by the fol lowing paragraphs which 
give b r i e f  comments r e l a t i n g  t o  t he  s eve ra l  
t ab l e s ,  Tables 1 t o  7 r e l a t e  t o  f ami l i e s  and t o  
ind iv idua ls  not i n  f ami l i e s ,  d i s t r i bu t ed  by 
t o t a l  money income l e v e l ;  t a b l e  8 r e l a t e s  t o  
persons 14 years  of age and over d i s t r i b u t e d  by 
t o t a l  money income l e v e l ;  and t a b l e s  9 t o  18 re -  
1 6 t e  t o  persons 1 4  yea r s  of age and over d i s -  
t r i bu t ed  by c i v i l i a n  money earnings l eve l .  

We definition of family used in th i s  series  of re- 
ports and in  Series P-20, No. 17, is different from that 
used in the 1940 census reports. A family is aefined 
here as a group of two or mre related persons residing 
in  the sane .household or occupying the same quarters in  a 
quasi household (hotel ,  large rooming house, e tc . )  . The 
term nindlvidualn is used t o  refer t o  a person l iv ing  

one or with persons none oP whom is related t o  him. See 
k t i o n  entit led %tinit ions of terns and explanatiorp.w 

Size  of place.--The median t o t a l  money incoue 
of f ami l i e s  and indiv idua ls  was about $2,500' i n  
urban p laces  having a population of l e s s  than 
50,000 inhab i t an t s ,  but  was about $53,000 i n  
p laces  having a population of 1,000,000 o r  more 
( t a b l e  1). The median income of f ami l i e s  and in-  
d iv idua l s  i n  p laces  between 50,000 and 1,000,000 
i n  s i z e  occupied an intermediate  pos i t ion .  Fam- 

i l i e s  and indiv idua ls  i n  rural-nonfarm a r e a s  
had a median income of $2,300. 

Type of family and age of head.--The median 
t o t a l  money income rose  from about $2,300 f o r  
husband-and-wife f ami l i e s  (male head married, 
wife present )  i n  which t h e  head was under 25 
years  of age t o  about $3,600 f o r  husband-and-wife 
f ami l i e s  i n  which the  head was from 45 t o  54 
years  of age. The median then decl ined t o  $1,800 
f o r  husband-and-wife f ami l i e s  i n  which t h e  head 
was 65 years  of age and over ( t a b l e  2 ) .  

The median t o t a l  money income of m ~ l e  ind i -  
v idua l s  not i n  f ami l i e s  ($1,500) was about half  
'the median for f ami l i e s  with male heads ($3,100). 
The median f o r  female ind iv idua ls  not i n  fami- 
l i e s  ($900) was s l i g h t l y  l e s s  than ha l f  t h a t  of 
f ami l i e s  with female heads ($2,100). 

Number of ch i ldren  under 18.--There was po 
r e a l  d i f f e r ence  i n  t h e  median t o t a l  money in-  
comes of f ami l i e s  having no ch i ldren  o r  havihg 
1, 2, o r  3 chi ldren  under 18 years  of age,  a l l  
f ou r  groups averaging about $3,000. Famil ies  i n  
t h e  4-or-more-children group, however, averaged 
about $2,800 ( t a b l e  3 ) .  

The figures cited in the text  are rounded t o  h a -  
dreds of dollers. 9 
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