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INCOME OF FAMILIES AM) PERSONS IN THE UNITED STATES: 1947 1 

Fami l i e s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e 8  had a n  ave r -  T h i s  r e p o r t  cove r s  money income o n l y .  In-  
ege (median) income of $3,000 i n  1947, acco rd ing  asmuch a s  nonmoney income is  en im,?ortrrnt p a r t  
to  e s t ima tes  iesued today by J. C. Capt ,  Direc-  Of farm r e c e i p t s ,  t h i s  f a c t o i  sfiou-d b e  token 
tor, Bureau of tho  Census, Department of Com- i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  comporinc eno incoat: of 
nerce. Thie  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  i n c r e a s e  of abou t  20 farm and nonfarm r e e l d e n t s .  I n  ec?pnr :nq  wor.ey 
percent ove r  t h e  f i g u r e  of $2,500 f o r  1944. I n  income d a t a  f o r  1947 wi th  thoor  ':or previous  
cont ras t  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  which was recorded f o r  y e a r s ,  i t  should be remeaberod th81t p r i c e s  as 
raarilice, l n d i v i d u a l e  n o t  i n  f a m i l i e e  had abou t  w e l l  a s  money income have r l o e n .  Thertal'ore, t h e  

theeame medianincome ( $ l , W O ) i n 1 9 4 7 a n d  i n  increase i n m o n e y  incomedoas  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
1964. r e p r e s e n t  a n  improvement i n  economic s t o t ! ~ s .  

Although 7 m i l l i o n  f a m i l i e o  ( abou t  one o u t  The first s e c t i o n  of t h i s  r e p o r t  deh:s w i t h  

of every f i v e )  had incomes of $5,000 o r  more i n  t h e  incomes of f a m i l i e s  end o r  ?nClv i r , c~ . ;>  r.r,: 
I U-.'r 19l.7, t h o r e  were S t i l l  many f a m i l i e 8  ( 4  m i l l i o n )  i n  f a m i l i e s .  The u n i t  of a n a i y s i s  f ie re  2 s  - " -  

with incomes under $1,000. Ten m i l l i o n  f a m i l i e s  f a m i l y  ( o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n o t  a mernbar af  any 
bad incomas of l e s a  t h a n  $2,000. f a m i l y ) ,  and t h e  combined incomes o r  3;: a e x a e r z  

There were wide d i f f e r e n o e a  i n  t h e  income o f  each f ami ly  a r e  t r e a t e d  a s  a single t iao .~nt .  
gains of farm and nonfarm f a m i l i e s  between 1941, I n  the second s e c t l o n ,  t h e  u n i t  o r  a:,slysis i s  

I and 1947. D u r i n ~  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  median income t h e  pereon 1 4  yearn  016 and ove r ,  and zecr. 3a2- 
l 

or urban f a m i l i e s  i nc reased  b y  about  1 5  p e r c e n t  son i s  t a b u l a t e d  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  srnobnt  af nis 
and t h a t  of rural-nonfarm f a m i l i e s  i nc reased  by own income, r e g a r d l e s s  of  t h e  amount a?  2ls 
about 18  pe rcen t .  I n  c o n t r a a t ,  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  f a m i l y ' s  income. 
the median income of rura l - farm f a m i l i e s ,  ( a l - .  
though more d i f f i c u l t  t o  measure a c c u r a t e l y )  was INCOME OF FAMILIES AM) OF INDIVIDUAIS 
about 54 pe rcen t  d u r i n g  t h i e  pe r iod .  NOT I N  FAMILIES' 

The 1947 income d a t a  p re sen ted  i n  t h i s  re- 
port were ob ta ined  from t h e  Census Bureaut s S i z e  o f  place.--As noted i n  p rev ious  income 
Current Popu la t ion  Survey of A p r i l ,  1918, which su rveys ,  t h e r e  was a tendency t o r  t h e  median 
covered t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t l o n a l  popu la t ion  income t o  i n c r e e s e  wi th  s i z e  of p lncc .  'i'hv .?rs- 

or t h e  Unitod S t a t e 8  and, momborn of t h e  armnd d i a n  t o t a l  morrey income o f  urban i r i r n ~ l 1 e . a  trnd 
forces  l i v l n g  o f f  pont.  Blnce t h e  a s t i m a t e a  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l s  wnn $2,R0Og f o r  t h o s e  l l v l  np t n  
boeed on a Domple, thoy o r o  Bubject  t o  sompling 
v a r l a b l l l t y .  Hodlone and o t h e r  f i g u r e s  based on 

T)ro dofinlllon of flimlly utiu4L in d t l i . i  t i t . :  . , ~ i .  ,., - 
r?lativo'y Of cnPOf ,  " portu ond In Serlu:t LL::O, NO. I f ) ,  1s C L I T T ~ I I . I  1 1 ,  I : i ,, , r  
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urban plaoes having l e e s  than 50,000 inhabit-  
an t s ,  and $3,300 f o r  those l i v i n g  i n  c i t i e s  of 
1,000,000 or  more ( t ab l e  1 ) .  Rural-farm fami- 
l i e s  and individuals  had a median inoome of 
$1,800 a s  oompared with 6 median of $2,600 f o r  
those r u r a l  res idents  who did not l i v e  on farms. 

The f i v e  l a r g e s t  o i t i e s  ( those having 
1,000,000 inhabi tan ts  o r  more) in01uded 12 per- 
cent  of a l l  famil ies ,  but 20 peroent of the 
famil ies  having lnoomes of $5,000 or  more. On 
the other  hand, fami l ies  l i v i n g  i n  r u r a l  a reas  
oomprised 40 peroent of a11 famil ies ,  but only 
29 peraent of the famil ies  having inoomes of 

\ 
$5,000 or  more. 

5 

Color.--The median inoome of nonwhite fami- 
l i e s  was $1,6001 only half the f igure of $3,200 
f o r  white famil ies  ( t ab l e  2).. I n  the case of 
individuals  not i n  fami l ies ,  the median f o r  non- 
whites was $700 and tha t  f o r  whites was (1,000. 

kbout 21 percent of the  white famil ies  and 
6 percent of the nonwhite famil ies  had incomes 
of $5,000 o r  more, whereas 9 percent or  the  
white fami l ies  and 29 peroent of the nonwhite 
fami l ies  had inoomes under $1,000. About 49 
peroent of the white individuals  not i n  femil iea 
and 62 peroent of the  nonwhite individuals  had 
tnoomes of l e s s  than $1,000. 

S ize  of family.--Family inoome increased 
with s i z e  of family from a median of $2,500 f o r  
i ami l i e s  of two persons t o  about $3,500 f o r  
fami l ies  of f i t s  o r  s i x  persons and, a s  i n  past  
surveys, showed a tendenoy t o  dsol ine beyond 
t h a t  point ( t ab l e  3 ) .  Although the  median s i z e  
of family f o r  the  United S t a t e s  was about 3.2 
persons, famil ies  having inoomes of l e s s  than 
$1,500 contained fewer than three  persons, on 
t h e  average, whereas those with incomes of 
*,000 o r  more averaged four  persons. 

Although the lnoomee crl l a rge  fami l ies  tended 
t o  be higher than those dsaa l l  fami l ies  ( p a r t l y  
beoauee they had, on t h e  avbrage, a g rea t e r  num- 
b& of earners ) ,  the  average income per person 
was lower i n  l a rge  fami l ies  than i n  small fami- 
lies. The median per oapl ta  inoome decreased 
from $1,200 per person i n  two-person i ami l i e s  t o  
$500 o r  l e s s  per person i n  famil iea of seven o r  
more persons. Median per  oapi ta  inoome of fami- 
l i e s  is  only an approxiaate measure of economic 
well-being because it does not take i n t o  account 
t he  lower l i v i n g  c o s t s  per  family member i n  
l a r g e  fami l ies  a s  aolpsred with amall 

fndiridualrr not i n  F a r f l l e s  (who might be 
regardeb a s  *one-perron f a a i l t e r * )  had a m8dian 

inoome of $1,000, leaa than the median per 
capi ta  income of two-person families.  

fi , Type of family.--The median income of hus- 

band-and-wife famil ies  (male head, married, wife 
present)  m a  $3,100. Thia was not sip,nlticantly 
d i f f e r en t  from the median income of $2,900 re- 
oeived by other  familiee havine a male head 
( t ab l e  4) .  In s p i t e  of the f a c t  tha t  many or 
the l a t t e r  Rroup of fomiliee wcre heode4 by 

widowers, who had in moat cases posoed the p C ~ k  
of t h e i r  earning a b i l i t y ,  t h e i r  incomea were 
r e l a t i ve ly  high. The probable axplan6 tior, f o r  
the r e l a t i v e l y  high incomee of tnese remilies 
l i e s  i n  the  fao t  tha t  about half of them had 
more than one earner.  The median income of r 
famil ies  having a female head ($2,200) was con- 
'eiderably lower than tha t  of fami l ies  having a 
male head. Male individuals not i n  famil ies  had 

a median income of $1,300, and female individuals 
qot i n  fami l ies  had a median of S O O .  

1 

Age or  head.--The median income rose iron 
$2,300 f o r  famil ies  i n  which the head was under 
25 yeare or  ago t o  $3,400 fo r  famil ies  i n  which 
the head m a  between l.5 and 54 yeurs of age. 
The median then declined t o  $1,800 f o r  families 
i n  which the head was 65 years of ago and over 
( t ab l e  5) .  Thia re la t ionship  between family in- 
come and tde  age of the head of the family i s  
probably accounted f o r  by several  fac tors .  The 
heads of fami l ies  a r e  a l s o  the principal  earners : 
k most famil ies .  Therefore, the  income of the ' 

family tends t o  vary with t ha t  of the head and 
t o  reaoh its highest l eve l  a s  the  head reaches 
t he  peak of h i s  earning power. I n  addit ion,  the 
s i z e  of the family and the number of earners  per 
family a l s o  tend t o  reach t h e i r  peaks as the 
head of the family approaches middle aee, and 
these f a c t o r s  a r e  a l s o  oorrelated with family 
income. 

Number of children.--The median income of 
fami l ies  having one, two, or  three children 
under 18 yeareofage  was about $3,100 ( t a b l e  6) .  
This was hieher than the median incomee of fami- 
l i e s  having no chi ldren o r  having four o r  more ' 
ohildren ($2,900 and $2,700, reepectively) . The 
lower incomes of fami l ies  having fpur  or  more , 

chi ldren  is due i n  par t  t o  the f e c t  t ha t  a 
l a rge r  proportion of them a r e  farm families.  
Whereas only about 16 percent o r  the famil ies  
having fewer than four  chi ldren l ived on farms, 
about 33 percent of t he ' f ami l i e s  having four or  
mbre chi ldren ' l ived ' on farms. However, even 
when term and nonfarm famil ies  e r e  examine& 
separately,  i t  w i l l  be noted tha t  shere is s 
tandonot t o r  t he  inoares t o  be lower f o r  the 
f ami l i a r  with many ohildren. 



lumber of paid workers.--One of the  f ea to r s  
whloh aoaounts f o r  the r i s e  .la family inaome 
during reoent years  is the increased employment 
of wives and other  family members, i n  addit ion 
t o  the heuds of famil ies .  Although these earners  
a re  often only part-time workers, they hare an 

1 important influenoe on the  eoonomio l e v e l  of t he  
family. About one-thirb of a l l  faml l ies  i n  the  

- 1  the;timo of t h i s  r u n e y ,  and the  iworre8 oi L 
these f u i l i e s  m i a  eonriderably higher, on the  
a v e ~ u o ,  than thome of t.rili.8 b.via(l only .one 

l i a r  lamvim -0 m i d  workor war k.700, 
roar tho  muma tor ~ . r l i i o r  with ttro paid 

Peteran status.--There was no s igni f icant  
differenas between the median inooee of fami l ies  
in whioh there was no veteran of World War I1 
nd that of fami l ies  i n  whiah the  head was a 
etsran. Each wag about $2,900 ( t a b l e  7) .  Fam- 
l i e s  i n  whioh some member other  than the  head 
r a veteran, however, had a much higher aver- 
e inoome ($4,800). The higher inoome of these 
f l i e s  can probably be a t t r i bu t ed  t o  the  f ao t  
t such fami l ies  tend t o  oontain more earners,  

the head and the veteran member of the  
l y  being l i k e l y  t o  be earners.  
The median inoome of individuals  not i n  

l i e s  who were veterans ($1,900) was twiae 
of %ndividuals who were not veterans ($900). 
i f  female individuals  not i n  famil ies  a r e  

excluded from the  nonveteran group, the  median 
lnaome or male veterans was still considerably 
higE6r than tha t  of male nonveterans, which was 
approximately $1,100. The r e l a t i v e l y  low income 
of the Pale nonveterans who were individuals  not 
in  famil ies  is probably aooouated f o r  by the  
faot tha t  they e r e  muoh older ,  on the  average, 
than veterans and i n  many oaser well  beyond the  
peal of t h e i r  earnin8 power. 

Migration status.--Families i n  whkch the 
(and usual ly the  other  family members) had 

moved from one county t o  another between April ,  
1947, and Apri l ,  191.8. had lower incomea, on the  
average, than other  famil ies .  The medians were 

workers m a  $3,800, and tha t  f o r  femiliea w i t h  

th ree  or  more paid workers m a  $5,300. The r e l -  
a t i v e l y  small number of fami l ies  w i t h  no paid 
workers had a median income of $1,000. 

.The median income of individuale not i n  
famll ies  who were paid workers ($1,400) m a  
about th ree  times t ha t  of other  individuale 
($500). These *otherw individuals  included per- 
sons who did not work but may have had unearned 
income, a s  well a s  s few who did some work d u r -  
i ng  1947 but were not working a t  the time or  the 
s u n s  y. 
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Percent of familv income recelved bv fo -  

$2,600 and $3,100, respeat ively ( t ab l e  8 ) .  The 
~nonmigan tw  fami l ies  inclu(leil a considerable 
number which had moved from one house t o  another 
but had rearainbd within the  sane oouaty. Theae 
famil ies  had a median %name of $2,700. Since 
the r a t e  of migration was g e a t e s t  f o r  younger 
f ~ i l i e s ,  it is possible  that the  lower inoome 
of r i g r an t  i ami l i e s  m y  be l a rge ly  a r e f l eo t ion  
of the age and earning power of the  head. I n  
the ease of individuale not i n  f a ~ i l i e r ,  t he re  
ware no s ign i f i can t  differeneas i n  msdian inerne 

malefiT- he r a t i o  of the amount of income re-  

1 aaoording t o  migration s ta tus .  

----- - 
cewed by the  female members o r  a family t o  tha 

t o t a l  family income is a rough measure a r  t h e  

economic importanae of women t o  the iamlly. I t  
i s ,  however, i n  many reepecte a n  inadequate 
meaeure, because much of the work jcrformed by 
women i e  housework or  unpaid work In family 
enterpriees,  which i s  not taken into account in  
the  money income f iguree presentee here. 

I n  about two out of every f i v e  famlllea the  
female member or  members accounted f o r  eome 
share of the family incomo, and In about one- 
fourth of t h e  iami l ies  they reaeived 25 percent 
o r  more of the family income ( t a b l e  10) .  Over 
2 - n i l l i o n  i ami l i e s  (about 6 percent of e l l  fami- 
l i e s )  were supportsd e n t i r e l y  by female bread- 
winners. It was more common i n  urban than I n  
r u r a l  famil ies  f o r  the  female members t o  con- 
t r i b u t e  t o  the family's money inaome. 

There were wide var le t ions  i n  the  share of 
t he  family income received by women i n  fami l ies  
a t  d i f f e r en t  inoome leve ls ,  r e f l ec t i ng  i n  part  
the  differenoea i n  the number or eernere In 
these iamiliea. I n  t he  very l w e s t  (under $500) 
and the  very highest ($10,000 end over) income 
l e v e l s  only about one-third of the taml l les  in- 
cluded fearale inaome recipients .  In  contrast ,  
women were inooaa reo ip len ts  i n  over half of 
t he  fami l ie r  having inoomes between $4,500 and 
$10,000. 

Comparative income da ta ,  1944 t o  1947.-- 
Table 11 presents  some oomparatlre date  f o r  
famil ies  and individuals  from the four  conaecu- 
t i r e  annual surveys which have been conducted by 
the  Bureau of the Csneue. In  order t o  f a c i u -  
t a t e  oomparison, the  s t a t i s t i a s  i n  t h i s  t ab l e  
a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  fami l ies  i n  households and 
individuals  i n  households, and exolude the re la -  
t i v e l y  -11 group of i a a i l l e s  and lnd lv idwla  

, l i v i w  i n  hotels ,  lodginghouaes, and s imi la r  / plaoe8. Bmaose of admlnlatrat ive feotora,  the 
1 latter group wa8 not o a r e r a  i n  uniform fashion 

i n  &ll of tho four 8 w o y 8 .  



Over t h e  per iod  1944 t o  1947, t h e  median 1 SHCOIdE OF PE~SONS 14  YEARS OLD AND OVER 
fnm?ly income inc reased  from $2,500 t o  $3,000, 

a and t h e  p ropor t ion  of f a m i l i e s  w i th  incomes of 
$5,000 and over  i nc reased  from 1 2  p e r c e n t  t o  19 
pe rcen t .  Among i n d i v i d u a l s  n o t  I n  f a m i l i e s ,  
t h e r e  were no impor tant  i n c r e a s e s  i n  median in -  

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  some of t h e  e a r l i e r  repor t8  , 
on income publ ished by t h e  Bureau of t h e  Census, 
t h i s  r e p o r t  shows t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  of persons 
14  y e a r s  o ld  and ove r  by t o t a l  money income anC 

come, b u t  t h e  p ropor t ion  i n  t h e  h ighe r  income 1 by wage o r  s a l a r y  income only  and does  not  l n -  
b r a c k e t s  i nc reased  somewhat. 

Sages  and s a l a r i e s  of  primary f a m i l i e s  and 
indiv iduals - -compar isons  wi th  1932.--Comparisons 
w i t h  1939 income d i s t r l b u t t o n s  obta ined i n  t h e  
l9LO censue must be  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  wage8 and 
a a l a r i e s  of primary f a m l l i e s  and i n d i v i d u a l s .  
Table 1 2  ahown d a t a  on wage o r  s e l a r y  l e v e l  of  
primary f a m i l i e s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  r epor t ed  a s  
having wage o r  s a l a r y  income i n  1939 and i n  each 
yea r ,  1944 t o  1947. Table  1 3  shows compnrisons 
of t h e  median vmge o r  s a l a r y  income of primary 

c l u d e  any d i s t r i b u t i o n s  by t o t a l  earned income. 
Earned income (wages and s a l a r i e s ,  prof ess iunal  
f e e s ,  and n e t  income from t h e  OperatSon of a , 

b u s i n e s s  o r  farm) is f o r  many purpoaes t h e  most 
e p p r o p r l a t e  t y p e  of income by which t o  t abu la t e  
peraons.  However, on ly  t h e  amounts or t o t f l i  i n -  
oome and waae o r  s a l a r y  incone were racorZeC ir. 
t h i s  survey,  and t h e r e f o r e  i t  is not  p o e s i b l e  t o  
p r e s e n t  any t a b l e s  f o r  1947 on earned income , 
( excep t  f o r  wages and s a l a r i e s  a l o n e ) .  Most or 
t h e  t a b l e s  f o r  persons  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  show d i e -  
t r i b u t i o n s  by t o t a l  income. These d i s t r i b u t i o n s  

f a m i l i e s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  by s e l e c t e d  c h a r a c t e r -  1 resemble those  by corned income, s i n c e  n o s t  per- 
i s t i o s  f o r  1947 and 1939. It was p o s s i b l e  t o  
o l a s s i f y  t h e  f a m i l i e s  and i n d i v i d u a l a  acco rd ing  
t o  whether o r  n o t  t hey  had o t h e r  income, s o  t h a t  
t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  group of f a m i l i e s  and ind i -  
r i d w l b  f o r  whoa wage or s a l a r y  incoae  was equiv- 
a l e n t  t o  t o t a l  income con be i d e n t i f i e d .  

The flq.urea show t h e  g r o a t  i n a r e a u s  i n  wage 
rncomo whloh occurrnd botween 1939, t h e  l e n t  
f u l l  yea r  be fo ro  t h e  prewar defenee  boom made 

a ts i n f l u u n c e  f o l t ,  and 19l.4, t hd  l a s t  f u l l  yoer  
f t h e  war. I n  1939 t h e  medien wage o r  s a l a r y  

lncome of primary f a m l l i e s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  wee 
$1,200. By 1944 t h i s  f i e u r e  had doubled.  With 
t h e  end of t h e  war, wage incomes l e v e l e h  o f f ,  
But resumed t h e i r  c l imb a s  t h e  Nat ion  conver ted  
t o  postwar f u l l  employment. From $2,400 i n  
19U, t h e  median r o s e  t o  $2,900 i n  1947. 

One o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  which acaounted f o r  t h e  
h ighe r  l e v e l s ,  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h ighe r  wage r a t e s  
and g r e a t e r  s t e a d i n e s s  of emp1oymen.t , m a  a n  
i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  numberof f ami ly  members working. 
About 37 pe rcen t  of t h e  primary nonfarm f e a i l i e s  
i n  1917, a s  compared w i t h  28 pe roen t  i n  1939, 
had more than one wage o r  s a l a r y  e a r n e r .  Per- 
haps  f o r  t h i s  reason,  pr imary  f a m i l i e s  recorded 
a g r e a t e r  g a i n  than  d i d  pr imary  i n d i v i d u a l e  no t  

- i n . - f ami l i e s .  The median wage o r  s a l a r y  income 
f o r  t h e  former group inc reased  from $1,300 i n  
1939 t o  $3,000 i n  1947, whereas f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d -  

\' u a l s  t h e  i n c r e a e e  was from $700 ' ig 1939 t o  
3 

81,LOO i n  1947. 
The income d i f f e r e n t i a l  between w h i t e s  and 

nonwhites narrowed from 1939 t o  1947. I n  1939 - t h e  *'median wage o r  s a l a r y  inooae  of nonwhite 
, ' p r imary  f a m l l i e s  an& i n d i v i d u a l #  (about  $500) 

war 37 pe roen t  of  t h e  f i g u r e  f o r  w h i t e r  (about  
3 I n  19L7 t h e  fi@reo were abou t  $1,400 

$),OOOc r e s p e o t i v e l y ,  a d  rho ra t io  r a m  48 
aen t .  

~ 

eons r e c e i v e  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  o t h e r  zoney in-  
come ( r en t s ,  d iv idends ,  i n t e r e s t ,  e t c . ; .  Mediar. 
incomes shown i n  t h e  t a b l e s  f o r  persons  a r e  con- 

' 
putedlon t h e  base  of pe r sons  wi th  income, r a t h e r  
t han  a l l  persona.  

T o t a l  monay incoma of purnon4.--';ne .ur:clnr. 

t o t a l  money income of males who roceived ~ ~ r , y  i f , -  

oome i n  1967 was $2,200, and t h e  corrns:,t,sc:!nr 
f i g u r e  f o r  females  was $1,000 ( t o o l e  li). ?'at. 

68 m i l l i o n  inoome r e c i p i e n t s  comprinea about  17 
m i l l i o n  men and 21 m i l l i o n  women, r e p r e s e n t i n s  
8 9  pe rcen t  of  a l l  males 14 y e a r s  o l d  and over 

I 
i 

1 and 39 p e r c e n t  of a l l  females  1 4  yes ra  o ld  and ' 

over.  
Among t h e  males,  6 0  pe rcen t  of t h e  income 

r e c i p i e n t s  l i v e d  i n  urban p l a c e s  end had a 
median income of $2,400, 22 pe rcen t  l i v e d  i n  
rural-nonfarm a r e a s  and averaged $2,200, and 18 

pe rcen t  l i v e d  on farms and averaged $l.L00. 
Among t h e  females ,  70 pe rcen t  were urban resi- 

? 
d e n t s ,  w i t h  a median income of $1,200, 18  per-  
c e n t  were rural-nonfarm r e s i d e n t s  and averaged 
$800, and 1 2  pe rcen t  l i v e d  on terms end averaged 

Age and v e t e r a n  status.--The median lncome ' 

of male income r e c i p i e n t s  i nc reased  s t e e p l y  
from $500 f o r  t h o s e  1 4  t o  19  y e a r s  of  age  t o  
$1,600 f o r  males 20 t o  24 y e a r s  of ege  and & 
$2,100 f o r  males 25 t o  34 y e a r s  of  age.  I n  the  
age  group 35 t o  44,  t h e  median reached i t s  peak 
of '2.800 and then  dec l ined  moderately f o r  men 
between 1 5  and 64  y e a r s  of  age.  Beyond age 55, 
s h a r p l y  lower inoomer were t y p i c a l .  Among s e t  
65 yea r8  o f  a g e  and over ,  t h e  medien was $1,000 *, 
( t a b l e  1 5 )  

Males between 21  and 44 y e a r s  of sga whs 
i 

were not v e t e r a n s  o f  World War I1 b d  ~ligttly 
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Ptgher lncomes, on the average, than thoae who I t o  $2,000. Nearly half of a l l  employed women 
were veterans. The median t o t a l  aoney income of 
-1s nonveterane between 25 and 34 years  oC age 
m s  $2,600, a 8  compared with the median of 

were operat ives or c l e r i c a l  workern; the medians 
f o r  those occupatione were '$1,~00 and 31,700, 
respectively. Among the hiehest median incomes 

$2,400 received by veterane i n  the same age I were those received by professional workers 
group. I n  the 35-to-44-year age group the  me- 
dian inooae of nonveterane was $2,900, a e  comr 
p e r 6  with $2,700 f o r  veterane. 

There was much l e s s  var ia t ion  of income by 

($1,900) and manaeers and o f f i c i a l s  ($2,000). 
)me sad 
,ot in- 
ncome . I Induetry.--Among men employed i n  nonaqri- 

c u l t u r a l  indus t r ies ,  those who worked i n  per- 
siolsal 

of a 
e most 
bula t e  
n l  in- 
let i n  
11s t o  
L nc ome 
1st o r  
r die- 
rtiona 

per- 
y in-  
ed Ian 

COta- 

a ther  

age among f e l~a l ee  than aaong Mles .  For women I sonal  and domestic services had oneof the lowest 
In the range 20 t o  64 years,  the  higheeit median 1 &median incomes ($1,900), whereas those in (Tov- 
for  any age group m a  #1,300 and the  lowest, I ' ernment and i n  t h e  finence, insurance, and r ee l  

I e s t a t e  induetry group were m:ne the h ip tes t  
paid ($3,000). The median money lncorne of z e c  

Relationship t o  head of family.--Nearly a l l  
male? who were heade of famil iee,  o r  who were 
iablr lduals  not i n  famil ies ,  were inoome rec ip i -  

engaged i n  agr icu l ture ,  fores t ry ,  o r  f ishery was 
$1,300 ( t ab l e  18). 

There was more var ia t ion  in  t h e  lncoma~ o f  
rate,  but only two-thirds of the males 14 years I females employed i n  d i f fe ren t  industr lea thrln 

old and over who were relat iVe8 (m08tlg sons) of 1 there was f o r  men. Among women eriployed in  non- 
the family head had any income ( t a  ble 16)  . Among 
the male inoome rea ip ten ts ,  heads,of husband- 
end-wife fami l ies  had the highest median inoome, 
about $2,600. Other male heads averaged $2,100, 

ag r i cu l tu ra l  indus t r ies ,  those who performrd 
personal end domestic services had one oi the 
lowest median incomes ($600), and those who 
worked f o r  the Federal,  S t a t e ,  o r  loce l  Koverc- 

and r e l a t i v e s  of the head averaged $1,300. I meats had the highest median income ($2,100).  
As i n  the case of the ana lys is  by'age, the  

sedian incomea varied l e s s  widely among the d l f -  
ierent  groups of female income r ec ip i en t s  than 

The median money income or  women employed I n  
agr icu l ture  was $600. 

sd i an  
p in-  
3ding 

The 

among males. The proportions or  femelee who I Total  income by rece ip t  of wages or saiary.  -- 
received income, however, varied considerably. The grea t  majority of persons who had income re- 
About three-fourths of female heads were income 
reoipiente, i n  oontraet  with one-lourth of the 
wlree. S l igh t ly  l e s s  than half  of other  female 
re la t ives  (mostly daughters) of the  head re- 

ceived a l l  o r  part  of t ha t  income i n  t he  form of 
wage8 or sa la ry .  b o n g  both the male afid feelsele 
income rec ip ien ts ,  approximateiy 80 percent had 
wage or  s a l a ry  income ( t ab l e  19) .  The median 

over 
and 

come 
ad a 
6 i n  
d 16 
(.00. 
e s i -  

calved income. 1 t o t a l  income f o r  men whose income included wages 
I o r  8a la rp  was $2,300; fo r  other  male income re -  

0aoupetion.--The median incomes o t  men ear- 
ploy& i n  c i v i l i a n  jobs a t  t h s  time o r t h e  survey 
(excluding the  earall number of male domeetfa 
servioe workers) ranged rrom $800 l o r  farm la -  
borers t o  $5,500 f o r  self-employed professional  
men ( t ab l e  17) .  Farm laborers ,  and farmers, t he  

c ip i en t s  i t  was $1,500. For women the corres- 
ponding f igurea were $1,200 and $600. Persons 
with income but without wages o r  s a l a ry  included 
self-employed workers and persons who d i d  not 
work but hed aome cash rece ip ts  i n  the form of 
r en t s ,  i n t e r e s t ,  dividends, pension, e t c .  

two lowest income groups, o f ten  have a oonsider- I 
per- 
rged 
r g d  

able mount  of nomoney income which is not I Comperetire income da ta ,  1944 t o  1917.--The 
taken i n t o  account i n  t he  money iflaome da ta  pre- median t o t a l  money income of males decreased 

'om* 
lP lY 

t o '  
and 
tb 
e a t  
men 
65, 
neo 
300' 

' ranted here. The lowest income groups among 
the .nonagrioultural oocupatione were nonfarm 
laborere ($1,700) and serv ice  workera ($2,100). 
Above these was a group of occupatione among 
rhioh the medians d i f fe red  l i t t l e ,  ranging from 
#2,400 t o  $2,700. These oocupatione r e r e  opera- 
t i res ,  eemiprofeeeilonal workers, o l e r i o a l  work- 

I 
era, saleemen,ard areitsmen. Wonfarm proprietors  
averaged $3,100. The high-income oaaupations 
included managers and o i f iCia lS  ($),700), Mla-  
rl8d proressioaal  workers ($3,700). and r e l f -  
owloye4 p r o f e r r i o ~ l  workerr ($3,500). 

rho 
: I t  

from $2,000 i n  1944 t o  $1,800 i n  1945, and then 
increased t o  $2,200 i n  1947 ( t a b l e  20). The 
deorease i n  the average income of males between 
1944 and 1945 can probably be a t t r i bu t ed  t o  the  
f a c t  tha t  t he  1945 da ta  included a la rge  number 
of veterans who had only part-time c i v i l i a n  
employment during tha t  year. 

There m a  only a amall increase,  from $900 
t o  $1,000, i n  the median income of females be- 
tween 19b4 and 1947. However, there was a grea t  
ahange i n  the proportion or  females with income 
during t h i s  4-yeer period. The proportion of 

C 
The aadlaar t o r  t he  important ocoupations 

uoog women (as ide  from r e n l o o  wrkora ,  who 
nn u o n g  the lower$ wid) ~~~ from &100 

temsles r i t h  income deareased from 48 percent i n  
1 9 U  t o  39 percent i n  1947. This decrease re-  
f l e a t a  t he  i a t e rp l ey  or  severa l  f ac to r s  including 


















































