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INCOME OF FAMILIES AND PERSONS IN THE UNITED STATES:

) Femilies in the United States had an aver-
sge (median) income of $3,000 in 1947, acoording
to estimates issued today by J. C. Capt, Direc-
tor, Buresu of the Census, Department of Com-
merce. This represents an increase of about 20
percent over the figure of $2,500 for 1944. 1In
contrast to the increase which was recorded for
femiiics, individuals not in families had about
the same median income ($1,000) in 1947 and in
194k . :

Although 7 million families (about one out
of every five) had incomes of $5,000 or more in
1947, there were &till many families (4 million)
with incomes under $1,000. Ten million families
bhad incomes of less than $2,000.

There were wide differences in the income

" geins of farm and nonfarm families between 1944
and 1947. During this period the median income
of urban families increased \y about 15 percent
and that of rural-nonfarm families inoreased by
about 18 percent. In contrast, the increase in
the median income of
though more difficult to measure accurately) was
about 54 percent during this period.

The 1947 income data presented in this re-
port were obtained from the Census Bureau's
Current Population Survey of April, 1948, which
covared the civilian noninstitutional population
of the United States and members of the armed
forces living off pont, Since the estimates are
based on a nnmple, they are subjeot to sompling
variability. Medians snd other figures based on
relatively smull numbers of cnrop, a8 well as
saall differences betwoer 'f'.‘-w/(‘-‘b should be
used witn particuisy caRe AS € rprlained in the
section on reliabil.ly eF EST/Mﬂ(é:%‘Moroover,
as in all fleld suRw /S o/ Jn'fome Ao figures
are subject to errors of response and nonreport-
ing. These reporting biases prodbably produce
underestiantes of the median income.

4

rural-farm families (al-

1947

This report covers money incomé only. In-
asmuch as nonmoney income is an important part
of farm recelipts, this factor should be taken
into oconsideration in comparing of
farm and nonfarm resldents. In comparing noney
income data for 1947 with those 'for previous
years, it should be remembered that prices as
well as money income have risen. Therclore, the
increase in money Aincome does not necessarily
represent an improvement in sconomic status.

The first section of this report deuls with
the incomes of families and
in families. The unit of analysis
tamily (or the individual not a member
family), and the combined incoames of all members

the income

of indivicusls not

nere 1e

' of each family are treated as & single amount.

In the second section, the unit of aualysis is
the person 14 years olé¢ end over, ané each per-
son is tabulated according to the amount of nis
own income, regardiess of the amount of iils
family's incone.

INCOME OF FAMILIES AND OF INDIVIDUALS
NOT IN FAMILIES!

Size of place.--As noted in previous income
surveys, there was a tendehcy for the median
inoome to increase with size of place. The
dien total money income of urban famillies and

e LA

“individuals was $2,800% for those  living in

X Tho definttion of family usod in ihxu e ion ol co-
porty and in Serien P=l0, No. 1%, is aifluiront
uged in the 1947 ¢ 4 40y coporbge 4 Sumily Lo ded o
nore us oa groul JF FWE A2 moro polodiin Selvie L w0 oo
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Botuce arc So AR0SH AL ORE b lg e TRE Lol Miniiiie
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urban places having leas than 50,000 inhabit-
. ants, and $3,300 for those living in cities of
1,000,000 or more {tedble 1). Rural-ferm fami-
lies and {individuals had a median 1income of
$1,800 as compared with a medien of $2,600 for
those rursl residents who did not live on farms.
The five largest ocities (those having
1,000,000 inhabitants or more) 4included 12 per-
cent of all families, but 20 percent of the
femilies having incomes of $5,000 or more. On
the other hand, familles 1living in rural areas
comprised 40 percent of all families, but only
29 percent of the families having incomes of
N
$5,000 or more.
- i

Color.--The median income of nonwhite fami-
lies was $1,600, only half the figure of $3,200
for white femilies (table 2). In the case of
individuals not in families, the median for non-
whites was $700 and that for whites was $1,000.

About 21 percent of the white families and
6 percent of the nonwhite families had incomes
of $5,000 or more, whereas 9 percent of the
white families and 29 percent of the nonwhite
families had incomes under $1,000, About L9
percent of the white individuals not in families
and 62 percent of the nonwhite 4{ndividuals had
inoomes of lesa than $1,000.

Size of femily.--Famlily income increased
with size of family from a median of $2,500 for
families of two persons to about $3,500 for
families of five or six persons and, e8s in past
surveys, showed a tendency to decline beyond
that point (tadble 3}. Although the median size
of family for the United States was about 3.2
persons, families having incomes
$1,500 contained fewer than three persons, on
the average, whereas those with 1inocomes of
$6,000 or more averaged four persons.

Although the incomes of large families tended
to be higher than those of small families (partly
becsuse they had, on the average, a greater num-
ber of earners), the average income per person
was lower in large families than in small fami-
lies. The median per capita income decreased
from $1,200 per person in two-person families to
$500 or less per person in families of seven or
more persons. Median per capita income of fami-
lies is only an approximate measurs of economic

“well-being because it does not take into account

the lower 1living costs per family member in

large families as compared with small ones.?
Individuals not in familiss (who might be

regarded as "one-person rnnllio-*);had a median

3 ade also Por Capita Incoms in Earuer Families,
Size of Family: .. ak sus, ries
s NOo » v 8, 194,

~in which the head was 65 years

of less than

2 -

‘income of $1,000, less than the
capita income of two-person families.

median  per

f Type of family.--The medien income of hus-
band-and-wife families (male head, married, wifte
.present) was $3,100. This was not significantly
different from the median income of $2,900 re-

ceived by other families having a msle head
(table 4). 1In spite of the fact that many of
the latter group of femilies were hesded by

widowers, who had in most cases passed the pesak
of their earning ability, their f{ncomes were
relatively high. The probable explanatiorn for
the relatively high incomes of tnese femilieg
l1ies 1in the fact thet about helf of them had
more than one earner. The median income of
families having & femele head ($2,200) was con-
‘siderably lower than that of families having a
male head. Male individuals not in families hed
e median income of $1,300, and female individuals
not in femilies had a median of $800.

Age of head.--The median income rose fron
$2,300 for families 1in which the hesd was under
25 years of age %o $3,400 for families in which
the head wes between 45 and 54 years of age.
The median then declined to $1,800 for families
of age and over
(table 5). This relationship between family in-
come and the age of the head of the family is

' probadbly accounted for by several factors. The
. heads of families are also the principal earners

1 most families. Therefore, the income of the
family tends to vary with that of the head and
to reach 1its highest level as the head reaches
the peak of his earning power. In addition, the

- sfze of the family and the number of earners per

femily also tend to reach their peaks as the
head of the family approaches middle age, and
these factors are also correlated with family
income.

Number of children.--The median income of
femilies having one, two, or three children
under 18 years of age was about $3,100 (table 6).
This was higher than the median incomes of fami-
lies having no children or having four or more
children ($2,900 and $2,700, respectively). The
lower incomes of families having four or more
children is due 1in part to the fact that a
larger proportion of them are farm families.
Whereas only about 16 percent of the families
having fewer than four children 1lived on farms,
about 33 percent of the families having four or
more ochildren ‘lived on farms. However, even

examined
there is &
lower for the

when farm and nonfarm femilies are
separately, it will be noted that
tendency for the incomes to be
families with many children.
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Veteran status.--There was no significant
difference between the median income of families
there wans no veteran of World War II
and that of families in which the head was a
yeteran, Each was about $2,900 {(table 7). Fanm-
illes in whioh some membar other than the head
was & veteran, however, had a much higher aver-
age inocome ($,,800). The higher income of these
families can probadbly be attributed to the fact
that such families tend to contain more earners,
both the head and the  veteran member of the
family being likely to be esarners.

The median 4income of 1individuals not in
fanilies who were veterans ($1,900) was twice
that of individuals who were not veterans ($900).
Bven if female individuals not in families are
excluded from the nonveteran group, the median
income of male veterans was still consideradly
higher than that of male nonveterans, which was
approximately $1,100. The relatively low income
of the male nonveterans who were individuals not
in families 18 probably acoounted for by the
fact that they are much older, on the average,
than veterans and in many cases well beyond the
peak of their earning power.

Migration status.--Femilies 1in which the
head {and usually the other family members) had
moved from one county to another between April,
1947, and April, 1948, had lower incomes, on the
average, than other femilies. The medians were
$2,600 and $3,100, respectively (table 8). The
"nonmigrant® families included e considerabdle
numdber which had moved from one house %o another
but had remained within the same county. These
families had a median inoome of $2,700. Since
the rate of migration was greatest for younger
families, 1t is possible that the lower income
of migrant families may be largely a reflection
of the age and earning power of the head. In
the case of individuals not in families, there
were no significant differences in medisn income
acsording to migration status.

Number of paid workers.--One of the factors
which acoounts for the rise in family income
during recent years is the increased employment
of wives and other family members, in addition
to the heuds of femilles. Although these earners
are often only part-time workera, they have an
important influence on the economic level of the
famlly. About one-third of all families in the
United States had two or more pald workers at
the:time of this survey, and the incomes of

© these families were considerably higher, on the

sverage, than-those of families having only one
paid worker (teble 9). The median income of
l1ies bhaving one  paid worker was $2,700,
reas the median for femilies with two paid

me{" - e s d ‘i

workers was $3,800, and that for families with
three or more paid workers was $5,300. The rel-
atively small number of families with no paia
workers had a median income of $1,000.

+The median income of individusls not in
families who were pald workers ($1,400) wes
about three times “that of other individuels

($500). These "other" individuals included per-
sons who did not work but may have had unearned
income, as well 83 & few who did some work dur-
ing 1947 but were not working at the time of the
survey. :

Percent of family income recelved by fe-
males.-~The ratio of the amount of income re-
ceiwed by the female members of a famlly to the
total femily income 18 a rough measurs Of the
economic importance of women tc the family. It
is, however, in many respects an inhadequate
measure, because much of the work performed by
women 18 housework or unpaid@ work in family
enterprises, which is not taken into account in
the money income figures presentec¢ here.

In about two out of every five families the
female member or members accounted for some
share of the famlly income, and in about one-
fourth of the families they received 25 percent
or more of the family income (table 10). Over
2.milllon families (about 6 percent of all fami-
1ies) were supported entirely by female bread-
winners. It was more common in urbsn than in
rural families for the female members to con-
tridbute to the famlly's money inoome.

' There were wide variations in the share of
the family income received by women in families
at different 1income levels, reflecting in part
the daifferences 1in the number of earners in
these familles. In the very lowest (under $500)
eand the very highest ($10,000 and over) ilpcome
levels only about one-third of the families in-
cluded female income recipients. In contrast,
women were income recipients in over half of
the families having incomes between $4,500 and
$10,000.

Comparative 1income data, 19LL to 1947.--
Table 11 presents some oomparative dats for
families and individuals from the four consecu-
tive annual surveys which have been conducted by
the Bureau of the Census. 1In order to facili-
tate comparison, the statistics 1in this table
are restricted to families in households and
individuals in households, and exclude the rela-
tively saall group of femjilies and individuals
living 4in hotels, lodginghouses, and similar
places. Because of administrative factors, the
lattsy group was not covered in uniform fashion
in all of the four surveys.
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. Over the period 1944 Yo 1947, the median
fomily income increesed from $2,500 to $3,000,
and the proportion of famillies with incomes of
$5,000 and over increased from 12 percent to 19
percent. Among individuals not 1in familles,
there were no important incresses in median in-
come, but the proportion in the higher income
brackets increased somewhat.

Wages and salarles of primary families and
individuals--comparisons with 1939.--Comparisons
with 1939 income distridbutions obtained in the
1940 census must be restricted to wages and
salaries of primary femilies and individuals.
Table 12 shows data on wage or salary level of
primary families and {individuals reported as
having wage or salary income in 1939 and in each
year, 1944 to 1947. Table 13 shows comparisons
of the median wage or salary income of primary
families and individuals by selected character-
istics for 1947 and  1939. It was possible to
classify the families and individuals according
to whether or not they had other income, 80 that
the relatively lerge group of families and indi-
viduals for whom wage or salary incone was equiv-
alent to total income con be identified.

The figures show the great inorease in woge
income which occurred between 1939, the lasnt
full year beforo the prewar defense boom made

te influence folt, and 1944, the last full year

f the war. In 1939 the medien wage or salary
income of primary families and individuale was
$1,200. By 1944 this figure had doubled. With
the end of the war, wage incomes leveled off,
but resumed their climb as the Nation converted
t0 postwar ‘full employment. From $2,400 in
1944, the median rose to $2,900 in 1947.

One of the factors which accounted for the
higher levels, in addition to higher wage rates
and greater steadiness of employment, was an
increase in the number of family members working.
About 17 percent of the primsry nonfarm families
in 1947, as compared with 28 percent "in 1939,
had more than one wage or salary earner, Per-
haps for this reesson, primery femillies recorded
a greater gain than did primary individuals not
The median wage or sslary income
for the former group increased from $1,300 in
1939 to $3,000 in 1947, whereas for the individ-
uals the increase was from $700 1in 1939 to
$1,4L00 in 1947. .

The income differential between whites and
nonwhites narrowed from 1939 to 1947. In 1939
the ‘median wage or salary income of nonwhite

{about $500)
was 37 percent of the figurs for whites (about

$1,300)., 1In 1947 the figures were about $1,400
$3,000, respectively, and the ratio was 48
cent. ;

INCOME OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OLD AND OVER

In contrast to some of the earlier reports
on income published by the Bureau of the Census,
this report shows the distributions of persons
14 years old and over by total money income and
by wage or salary income only and does not Iin-
clude any distributions by total earned income.
Earned income (wages and saleries, professional
fees, and net income from the operation of a
business or farm) is for many purposes the most
appropriate type of income by which to tadbulate
persons. However, only the amounts of total in-
cone and wage or salary 1income were recorcecd ir
this survey, and therefore 1t is not possible to
present any tables for 1947 on earned
{except for wages and selaries alone). Most of
the tables for persons in this report show dis-
tributions by total income. These distributions
resemble those by earned income, since most per-
sons receive relatively 1little other money in-
come (rents, dividends, interest, etc.). Mediar
incomes shown in the tables for persons are coa-
'putedfon the base of persons with income, rather
than all persons.

income

Total monoy income of puzggg&.-—Tne weG iag
total money income of males who rdzeived any 1a-
come in 1947 was $2,200, and the correspoading
figure for females was $1,000 {table 14). Tne
68 million income recipients comprised¢ about .47
miliion men and 21 million women, representing

89 percent of all males 14 years old and over
and 39 percent of all females 1L years old and
over.

Among the males, 60 percent of the income
recipients 1lived in urban places: snd had a
median income _of $2,400, 22 percent 1lived in
fural-nonfarm areas and averaged $2,200, and 18
percent 1lived on farms and averaged $1,400.
Among the females, 70 percent were urban resi-
dents, with a median income of $1,200, 18 per-
cent were rural-nonfarm residents and averaged
$800, and 12 percent lived on farms and averaged
$500.

Age and veteran status.--The median income
of male income recipients increased
from $500 for those 14 to 19 years of age to
$1,600 for males 20 to 24 years of age and
$2,400 for males 25 to 34 years of age.
age group 35 to 44, the median reached i:s peak
of '2.800 and then declined moderately for men
between L5 and 64 years of age. Beyond age 55,
sharply lower incomes were typical. Among den
65 years of age and over, the medien wes $1,000
(table 15).

Males between 25 and 44 years
were not veterans of World War II had
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. Above theae was a group of occupations emong

-

- higher incomes, on the average, than those who
were veterans.
msle nonveterans between 25 and 3/ years of age
was $2,600, as compared with the median of
$2,400 recelved by veterans in the same age
group. In the 35-to-iLi4-year age group the me-
dian income of nonveterans was $2,900,
pared with $2,700 for veterans,

There was much less variation of income by

) aege among females than among males. TYor women

in the range 20 to 64 years, the highest median

for any age group was $1,300 and the lowest,
$1,000.

as com+

Relationship to head of family.--Nearly all
males who were heads of families, or who were
individuals not in families, were income recipi-
ents, but only two-thirds of the males 14 years
014 and over who were relatives (mostly sons) of
the femily head had any income (table 16). Among
the male inocome recipients, heads.of husband-
end-wife familles had the highest medien incoms,
Other male heads averaged $2,100,
and relatives of the head averaged $1,300.

As in the case of the analysis by age, the
median incomes varied leas widely among the 4if-
ferent groups of female incomes recipients than
among males, The proportions of females who
received income, however, varied consideradly.
About three-fourths of femele heads were income
recipients, in contrast with one-fourth of the
wives. Slightly less than half of other female

reletives (mostly daughters) of the head re~
celved income.

Ogcupation.--The median incomes of men em-
ployed in civilian jobs at the time of the survey
{excluding the small number of male domestic
service workers) ranged from $800 for farm la-
borers to §5,500 for self-employed professional
men (table 17). Ferm ladborers, and farmers, the
two lowest income groups, often have a consider-
able amount of nonmoney income which is not
taken into account in the money income data pre-
sented here. The lowest income groups among
the nonagrioultural occupations were nonfarm
laborers ($1,700) end service workera ($2,100).

whioh the medians differed little, ranging from
$2,400 to $2,700. These cdcupations were opera-
tives, semiprofessional workers, cleriocal work-
ers, salesmen, and craftsmen. Nonfarm proprietors
averaged $3,100. The high-income ococupations
included managers and officials ($3,700), sala-
ried professional workers ($3,700), and self-
saployed professional workers {$5,500).

The medians for the important occupations
among women (asids froa service workers, who

The median total money income of

5 -

to $2,000. Nearly half of all

employed
were operatives: or clerical workers;

women
the medians
were $1,L00 and %1,700,
respectively. Among the highest median incomes
~ were those recelved by professionsl workers
{$1,900) and menagers and officials ($2,000}.

for those occupations

Industry.--Among men employed 1in nonagri-
cultural industries, those who worked 1in per-~
sonal and domestic services had oneof the lowest

imedian incomes ($1,900), whereas those in gov-
‘ernment and in the finance, insurance, and real
astate industry group were arcng the

_paid ($3,000). The median money income of zen
engaged in agriculture, forestry, or fishery was
$1,300 (table 18).

There was more variation
females employed in different
there was for men.

highest

in the incomes of
industries than
Among women employed in non-

agricultural industries, those who performed
personal and domestic services had one of the
lowest median 1incomes ($600), and those who

worked for the Federal, State, or local govern-
ments had the highest median income (22,100}.

The median money income of women employed in
agriculture was $600.

Total income by receipt of wages or salary,--
The great majority of persons who had income re-
ceived all or part of that income in the form of
wages Or salary. Among both the male and femele
income recipients, approximately 80 percent had
wage or salary income (table 19). The median
total income for men whose income included wages
or salary was $2,300; for other male income re-
-cipients 1t was $1,500. For women the corres-
ponding figures were $1,200 and $600. Persons
with income but without wages or salary included
self-employed workers and persons who did not
work but had some cash receipts in the form of
runts, interest, dividends, pension, etc.

Comperative income data, 1944 to 1947.--The
median total money income of males decreased
from $2,000 in 1944 to $1,800 in 1945, and then
increased to $2,200 in 1947 (table 20). The
decrease in the average income of males between
1944 and 1945 can probadbly be attributed to the
fact that the 1945 data 1included a large number
of veterans who had only part-time civilian
employment during that year.

There was only & small increase, from $900
to $1,000, in the median income of females be-
tween 1944 and 1947. However, there was a great
change in the proportion of females with inconme
during ¢his 4-~year period. The proportion of
females with income decreased from L8 percent in
1944 to 39 percent in 1947. This decrease re-

were smong the lowest paid) renged froa $1,100

b

flects the interplayof several factors including












































































