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Eight million fanilies in the United States The 1948 income data presented in this re-
i received incomes of 33,000 or more in 1948, ac- port were obtained = from. the Census 3Buresau's
. cording to estimates issved +today by Philip M. Current Population Survey of April, 1948.2 The
Hauser, Acting Director, 3ureau of the Census, survey covered the civilian noninstitutional
| Departjent,of Commerce. In contrast, 10 million populaticsn of the United States and members of
‘ bad incomes under %2,000. The remaining 21 mil- | the armed forces living off post or with their
lion farilies were in the 92,000 +to $£5,000 families on post. Since the estimates are based
bracket.  The distribution by income of the on a sample, they are subject to sampling varia-
| Hation‘s 36% million families is shown belows bility. Xedians and . other figures based on
Under $1,000¢eereuansanees 4,200,000 families relatively small numbers of cases, as well as
«1,000 to ¥, 9995 600,000 families small d4differences between figures, should be
§2‘0m)to33,999“......u..7,9mxcoo fanilies used with particular care, as explained in ths
- aa gizggoo f;z iz"ggggnggg-ggg iﬁﬁ:z section on relia»ility. of estimates. Foreover,
' $5,000 to 55:999““””““5’100‘000 families as in all field surveys cf income, the figures
85,000 10 9,888,000 evrran. 5,600,000 families are subject to errors of response and nonreport-

$10,000 and over..evees.....1,100,000 families ing. - )

This report covers money income only. In-
asmuch as nonmoney incore is an important vart
of farm receip$s, this factor should be taken
into consideration in comparing the income of
farn and nonfarm residents. In comparing money
income data for 1948 with those for previous
years, one should remember +that prices as well
as money income rose. Therefore, the increase
in money income does not necessarily rebresent
an 1mprovement in economic status.

The first section of this report deals with
the incomes of  fanilies and of individuals not
in families. The unit of analysis here is the
family (or the individual not living with any
relatives), and the combined incomes of all mem-
bers of each family are treated as a single
amount. In the second sectlcn, the unit of
analysis is the perscn 14 vears 0ld and over,and
each person is tahulated according to the amount
of his own income, regardless of the amount of
his family's income. '

The - income of +the average (medisan) family
was 33,200, or about %150 higher than in 1947
and about %600 higher than in. the war years of
1944 and 1945, In contrast to the ‘increase
_which was recorded for families {groups of two
or more related persons), there was no increase
for +the 8 million individuvals not in féﬁilies
"who hzd the same median income, %1,000, in 1948
as they had had during the preceding four years.
One of the chief factors which accounts for
the gain in family income in 1948 is the rise in
wage rates for workers in most major industries.
Although the average number_ of hours worked per
week remained essentially unchanged in most in-
dustries between 1947 and 1948, workers in these
industries showed substantial gains in average
weekly earnings. In addition to the increase in
] wages and salaries, there was, according to data
from other sources, a proportionate increase in
proprietors' and rental income and  in interest
and dividends, thereby raising the incomes of
many families.

i : ’ 2pdditional data from the same survey may be found in
thé report of the Joint Committes on the Ecanomie Heport,

SRS 1These figures correspond to the percentage distribu- Low-Income Famllies and Economic St&bility. Blst Congresa,
e tion glven in table 1 of this report. ’ 1st session, 1949, :
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