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INCOI*E OF FA?jTiLIES ANC PERSCNS IN TbE WITm STAFA: 1948 

I 
2 i g h t  m i l l i o n  f = n i l i e s  i n  t h e  I -n i ted  S t a t e s  

r e c e i v e d  incomes of  S5,OCO o r  more i n  1948, a c -  
. c o r d i n e  t o  e s t i m a t e s  issv.ed tocia;' by P h i l i p  M. 

Hauser, kcti-ng % r e c t o r ,  3ureau of t h e  Census, 
I Depar-hant of Commerce. I n  c o n t r a s t ,  1 0  n i l l i o n  

Pad incsmes unc?er %2,000. ?he r e r l a i n i n r  21  m i l -  
l i o n  f a n i l i e s  were i n  t h e  %3,(300 t o  $5,000 
bracke t .  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  b,v income o f  t h e  

I B a t i o n t s  36& m i l l i o n  f e ~ i i i e s  i s  shown be1ow:l 

Under d,C\?O.... ............ 4,110,000 famiues 
~1,003 t o  a,%@ ............ 5,W.m f v n i l i e s  
?2,000 t o  42,959 ............ 7,$m,L00 f & l i e s  
b 3 , O  t o  hs,L99.. . . . . . . . . . . b , W , C 0 0  fami l ies  .a  $4,000 to z4.999 ............ 5 , 0 0 0 , ~  f d u e s  
85,000 t o  55,999 ............ 3,1OO,DiK, f a i l l a s  
%,m to ~9,999.. .......... 3,600,COO fanrilies 
C10,CKX) and m r . .  . . . . . . . . . .1,1W,030 fiimtUes 

The income of t h e  average  ( n e a a n )  f a G i 1 ~  
w a s  33,200, o r  about  %i% h i & h e r  t h a n  i n  1947 
and a b o c t  3600 h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  war y e a r s  of  
1944 a1:d 1945. I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  
which vras recorded  f o r  f a m i l i e s  (g roups  o f  two 
Or more r e l a t e &  p e r s o n s ) ,  t h e r e  was no i n c r e a s e  
f o r  t h e  8 m i l l i o n  indivic?uals  n o t  i n  f k h i l i e s  
who hi,d t h e  same median incone ,  %1,000, i n  194% 
a s  t h e y  had had d u r i n e  t i e  p reced ing  f o u r  y e a r s .  

One of  t h e  c h i e f  f a c t o r s  which accounts  f o r  
t h e  g a i n  i n  fami ly  i n c m e  i n  1960 i s  t h e  r i s e  i n  
wage r a t e s  f o r  workers i n  most .na jor  i n d u s t r i e s .  

. Although t h e  average number o f  hours  worked p e r  
week r e ~ a i n e d  essentially ~ m c h a ? ~ e d  i n  most i n -  
d u s t r i e s  between 1947  and 1948, workers  i n  t h e s e  
i n d u s t r i e s  shoried s u b s t a n t i a l  g a i n s  i n  averap;e 

e a r n i n ~ s .  In adation to the Increase in 
4 wages rind saaries, there according to  

fi-om o t h e r  s o u r c e s ,  a proportio1:ate i n c r e a s e  i n  
p r o p r i e t o r s '  m d  r e n t a l  incomz and i n  i n t e r e s t  
and d iv idends ,  t h e r e b y  r a i s i n g  t h e  incomes o f  
many f a . n i l i e s .  

*! - 
1These l i m e s  correspond t o  the parcentage d s t r i b u -  

b 
tion given in table 1 of t h i s  rcrprt. 
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'The 1949 income d a t a  p r e s e n t e d  &n t k i s  r e -  
p o r t  vrere obtained from t h e  Censv-s ?ureau's 
Cur ren t  Popula t ion  Survey o? A p r i l ,  190,9.2 T h e  
su-rvey covered t h e  c i v i l i a n  nonins t i t : ; t lona l  
p o p u l a t i - 2  o' t h e  United S t a t e s  and nenbers  o f  
t h e  a n e d  f o r c e s  l i v i n g  o f f  p o s t  o r  w j  t h  t h e i r  
f a ~ i l i e s  on pos t .  S ince  t h e  e s t i ~ a t e s  a r e  based 
on a  s a n p l e ,  they  a r e  s u 5 j e c t  t o  sa .npl ine v a r i a -  
b i l i t y .  Kedians and o t h e r  f i g u r e s  based on 
r e l a t i v e l y  m a l l  numbers of c a s e s ,  as v:ell a s  
s q a l l  c i i f fe rences  between f i ~ ~ e s ,  should  be 
used v;ith p a r t i c u l a r  c a r e ,  a s  exylaineci i r  t:le 
s e c t i o n  on r e l l a ~ l l l t y  of e s t i m a t e s .  Foreover ,  
a s  i n  a l l  f i e l d  surveys  of  income, t i e  f i g u r e s  
are s u b j e c t  t o  e r r o r s  of response  and nonrepor t -  
i n g .  

T h i s  r * p o r t  c o v e r s  money income on ly .  I n -  
asluch as nomoney is an part 
of  far^  receipt;^, t h i s  f a c t o r  should be taken  
i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  comparing t h e  incove  of  
f a r n  and nnnfar?~ r e s i d e n t s .  I n  coapar ing  nloney 
incone  d a t a  f o r  1946 vritn t h o s e  f o r  p r e v i o u s  
y e a r s ,  one should remenber t h a t  p r i c e s  a s  w e l l  
a s  money income rose .  Therefore,  t h e  i n c r e a s e  
i n  money incoqe  does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e p r e s e n t  
a n  improvenent i n  econonic s t a t u s .  

The f i r s t  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  r e p o r t  d e a l s  w i t h  
tl:e i n c o ~ e s  of f a n i l i e s  zxd of  indic- iduals  n o t  
i n  f a m i l i e s .  The u n i t  o f  a r s l y s i s  h e r e  i s  t h e  
f a n i l y  ( o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n o t  l i v i n g  w i t h  any 
r c l a t i v c s ) ,  m d  t h e  c o m b i ~ e d  incomes of  a l l  nem- 
hers of each family are as a sinGle 
alrount. Tn t h e  second sect$on,  t h e  u n i t  of  
analysis i s  fhe  person 1 4  y e u s  o l d  and o v e r , m d  
each person  i s  tabulated accord ing  t o  t h e  a q o ~ ~ n t  
of o,vn incoae, of the avOmt or 
hi, 

PAddit ion ,  data fro% tho same survey be found i n  
th& r e w r t  of the Joint CoroJriltten on t h e  he-znonfc heport, 
&&"r?m?'dlies Econdc Stsbility* 'lst Confless' 
1st Session, 1949. 

. _ .  
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Size  05 place.--The tendency f o r  median i n -  - 
cone f o  tncrease  with s3 ze of place,  noted i n  
seve ra l  previoas incclme surveys,  n a s  arair .  ev i -  
dent  i n  1948. The -.edian t o t a l  none7 income of 
u r  ba n  f a ~ i l i e s  and individuals ranged from 
32,900' f o r  those livi:n& i n  the  s n a l l e s t  wban 
p laces  t o  53,360 f o r  those  h v i n ~  i n  c i t i e s  of 
1,000,000 o r  more ( t a 3 l e  1). 2ural-fam. f ami l i e s  
and ind iv idua l s  had a  aedi hn i n c o ~ e  of dl, bGO a s  
co%pared with a  median of 3L,70G f o r  those r u r a l  
r e s i d e n t s  vino did n o t  l i v e  on f a n s .  

One of the  f a c t o r s  vrhich accounTs f o r  t h i s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  bet wee^ f t i - i lg  i n c ~ n e  and s i z e  of 
p l a c e f s  t h e  higher pay-and-price l e v e l s  o r  t h e  
l e r g e r  c i t i e s .  I t  can be Fated irom t a b l e  11 
t h a t  even when persons, r a t t e r  2han f ami l i e s ,  
are considered,  those r e s id ing  i n  the  lai-eest  
c i t i e s  had t h e  h i ~ h e s t  incomes. This r e f l e c t s  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  pay r a t e s  tend t o  be h i r h e r  I n  the 
l a r c e r  c i t i e s .  I t  i s  possible t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
e l s o  q r e a t e r  opportunity :or t he  paid eqploy- 
v-ent o f  more than one f a ~ i l y  member i n  the  

. rpe r  c i t i e s .  The h ieher  incomes of . f a a i l i e s  
indiv i r?uals  r e s id ing  i n  the  l a r g e r  urban 

-,-t necesszri-ly r ean  g r e a t e r  economic 
?cause l i v i n g  'costs  i n  those a r e a s  

Elso t e y i  -o re h igher .  
Tne magnikde of t he  observed d i f f e rences  

between t k e  incomes of f a r a  f ami l i e s  and o t h e r  
f z - i l i e s  wo~zld be considerably s-lal lcr  i f  f a r m  
produce consmed a t  hose and o tha r  types  of i n -  
come " i n  kind1' v:ere included i n  t h e  income 
measurement. ICoreover, t he re  i s  soce evidence 
t h a t  t h e  incomes o f  f m  fami l i e s  a re  underre- 
ported t o  a  g r e a t e r  extent  t5an thoze of nonfarm 
f a ~ i l i e s ,  pr imar i ly  because of t he  d i f f i c u l t y  of 
measuring n e t  income from f a n  operetions.  

A aispropor t ionate  number of f a ~ i l i e s  and 
ind iv idua l s  i n  t h e  higher income brackets  r e s i d e  
i n  t h e  l a r g e s t  c i t i e s .  The f ive  l a r ~ e s t  c i t i e s  
( those  having 1,000,000 inhab i t an t s  o r  more) 
inc luded l 3 p e r c e n t  of a l l  f a ~ i l i e s  r i d  i ~ d i v i d -  
u a l s  but  1 7  percent  of  those having incomes of 
S5,000 o r  nor-. On t h e  o thes  hand, f a m i l i e s  and 
i n d i v i d u a l s  1ivir .g i n  r u r a l  a r eas  comprised 37 
percent  of a l l  f a ~ i l i e s  and ind iv idua l s ,  but  
only 27 peroent of  those having incomes of 
?k5,000 o r  more. 

JThe definition of  family now used by the Bureau of  
the Census i s  different fron that used i n  ths 1940 census 
reports. A family i s  defined here a s  a group of two or 
mre persons related t o  each other and l iv ing together: 
a l l  such persons l i v i n g  together 6rS regarded s s  one 
family. Tho t o m  "indivii iunl~~ i s  used t o  refer t o  il per- 
son l i v ing  alone or with persons none of whom i s  related 
to him. See section entitled "Definitions of terms 6nd 
explsnatioqs." 

'l'he l'ifiures cited in  the text  ure . rounded to  hun- 
dreds or dollars. 

Color.--As i n  a l l  previous income surveys, 
~ a r k e d  d i f f e rences  were focnd i n  the  dist15bu- 
t i o n s  of wbi t e  and nonivhi t e  families and indiv id-  
u a l s  by income l eve l s .  For the country a s  a  
nh.ole, the median income of white f a ~ i l i e s  and 
ind iv idua l s  was $63,000, twice t h a t  received by 
norwhite. There i s  some evidence t h a t  t he  eco- 
nomic pos i t i on  o f  pnonwhites r e l a t i v e  t o  whites 
was more favorable i n  urban areas  than i n  r u r a l  
a r eas  ( t a b l e  2) . 

Other r epor t s  of t he  Census ~u-rea; have 
noted tne l a r g e  migration of nonvrhite households 
from farm t o  nonfarm a reas  during r ecen t  years .  
Between 1940 and 1947. the  number of nonvrhite 
households r e s id ing  on f a m s  decreased by one- 
t h i r d ,  whereas there  was no c h a n ~ e  i n  t h e  nunber 
of white households r e s id ing  on farms. One of 
, the f a c t o r s  involved i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i i l  r a t e  of 
migration oC white and nonwhite households from 
farm t o  nonfe+rm a reas  may be the r e l a t i v e  d i f -  
ferezce i n  the  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  of h igher  c i t y  i n -  
comes t o  each group. The median income of non- 
white f ami l i e s  and ind iv idua l s  r e s id ing  on f'arms 
was only $900, compared v i i  t h  h1,800 i n  urban 
a reas .  The median f o r  white 'amilies and ind i -  
v iduals  i n  farn a reas  ($2,000) was much higher  
than t h a t  f o r  nonwhite, and the  r e l a t i v e  increase 
frcm t h a t  f i gu re  t o  the  urban median o f  $3,300 
i s  no t  a s  grea t  a s  the  100 percent  d i f f e rence  
f o r  nonwhite. 

S ize  of fa3il;r.--Family economic s t a t u s  is 
r e l a t e d  t o  s i z e  of family i n  two o p p o s i n ~  ways. 
On the  one hand, the  l a r g e r  f ami l i e s  tend t o  be 
those  i n  which the re  a re  more earners  ax,& i n  
which the  heads a re  c l o s e r  i n  t e n s  of a p  t o  the 
peak of t h e i r  earning pouter. These f ac to r s  tend 
t o  r i v e  t h e  l a r p e r  f ami l i e s  h i ~ h e r  incomes than 
those received by s n a l l e r  f a n i l i e s .  A t  the  same 
tlme, however, f a q i l y  needs tend t o  increase  with 
s i z e  of f aq i ly ,  so t h a t  a  g rea t e r  income i s  r e -  
quired by a  la rpe  f a v i l y  t o  maintain the  same 
standard of l i v i n g  a s  a  small family. Both of 
these  f a c t o r s  should be considered when con- 
c lus ions  regardifrh: t he  r e l a t i v e  adequacy of t he  
incomes of l a r g e  and small fanli l ies a r e  reached. 

I n  194B, f~~.??ii ly income increased with s i z e  
of f a n i l y  from a nedian of $2,700 f o r  f ami l i e s  
of t a o  persons t o  $3,500 f o r  f a a i l i e s  o f  four ,  
f i v e ,  o r  s i x *  persons, and then declined beyond 
t h a t  poin t  ( t ab le  3) .  Another way of viewing 
the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between family income and s i z e  
of f a m i l y  i s  b~ means of the  inedian s i z e  of 
f a n i l y  * a t  d i f f e ren t  income l e v e l s .  F a v i l i e s  
having i ncomes of l e s s  than  S2,000 contained 
fewer than three  persons, on the  averaee,  where- 
a s  those wi th  incomes of $6,000 o r  more averaged 
nearly fou r  persons. 

Althouyh the incomes of moderately l a r g e  
f a n i l i e s  tended to  be h igher  than those of small 
f u n i l i e s ,  , the average income per person was 
g r e a t e s t  i n  mlall  fami l ies .  The median per  
c a p i t a  income- hcretlsed.  from 01;300 per  person 
i n  2-person fem3lies t o  $500 o r  l e s s  per-person 



i n  f a m i l i e s  of seven,  o r  more persons.  Median 
p e r  c a p i t a  income of fami l ies  i s  only an approx- 
imate measure of. economic vrell-being because it 
does not  take account of t h e  lower l i v i n g  c o s t s  
pe r  f a n i l y  member i n  l a r g e  f a m i l i e s  a s  compared 
with  small  ones.6 

Ind iv idua l s  not  i n  f a m i l i e s  had a median 
income of $1,000, less  than t h e  median p e r  c a p i t a  
income of 2-person famil ies .  

Type of -Gamily.--The median income of fam- 
* i l i e s  headed by males was $3,300 ( t a b l e  4)- 

This was over $1,000 g r e a t e r  than-that received 
by f a m i l i e s  headed by f e n a l e s  ($2,100). The 
r e l a t i v e l y  low incomes of t h e  fami l ies  headed by 
feva les  can i n  l a r g e  measure be explained by t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  chief breadwinner i n  these  fam+ 
i l i e s  t e n a s  t o  be a person who did not  expect t o  
assume t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of p r o v i d i w ~  f o r  a 
family and may not  have been wel l  prepared f o r  
this t a s k  when faced with  it. About 60 percent  
of these  fami l ies  were headed by widows, and an 
add i t iona l  29 percent  were headed by women who 
were divorced o r  l i v i n g  a p a r t  from t h e i r  hus- 
bands. 

l?he median income of husband-and-wife fam-' 
i l i e s  .(male head, married, wife p resen t )  was 
about t h e  sane as t h a t  of o ther  f a m i l i e s  having 
a male head ($3,300). I n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
many of t h e  l e t t e r  group of  fami l ies  were headed 
by widowers, who had i n  most cases  passed t h e  
peak of t h e i r  earning a b i l i t y , t h e i r  incomes were 
r e l a t i v e l y  high. The probable explanation of - - - - -  - 
t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  h ieh  incomes of  these  f a m i l i e s  
l i e s  i n  t':e f a c t  t h a t  they  tend t o  be mult i -  
e a r n e r  famil ies .  

Axe of head.--The median income rose  from 
$2,600 f o r  famil ies  i n  which t h e  head was under 
25 years  of age t o  $3,600 f o r  fami l ies  i n  which 
t h e  head was from 45 t o  Tj4 years  of age. The 
median then  declined t o  $1,900 f o r  fami l ies .  i n  
which t h e  head was 65 y e a r s  of age and over 
( t a b l e  5) . T h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between family 
income and t h e  age of t h e  head of t h e  f m i l y  i s  
probably accounted f o r  by s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s .  The 
heads of fami l ies  a r e  a l s o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  ea rners  
i n  most famil ies .  Therefore,  the  income of t h e  
family t ends  t o  vary  with  t h a t  of t h e  head and 
t o  reach i t s  highest  l e v e l  a s  t h e  head reaches  
the  peak of h i s  earning power. I n  add i t ion ,  t h e  
s i z e  of t h e  fomily and t h e  number of ea rners  p e r  
f a ~ i l y  a l s o  tend t o  reach t h e i r  peaks es t h e  
head of t h e  family approaches middle age, -and 
these  f a c t o r s  a r e  a l s o  c o r r e l a t e d  with  family 
income. 

-The median income of i n d i v i d u a l s  not  i n  
fami l ies  increased from $800 f o r  those who were 
under 25 years  of age t o  about 81,800 f o r  those 
who were i n  t h e  age groups between 2 5  and 44 : 

Wee a180 Per Capita Income in  U'a~e-Earner Fanil&, 
by Size of Family: 1039, Bureau of the Census, Serieo 
P-44, No. 19, September 8 ,  1944. 

sears '  of a m  and decl ined t o  $700 f o r  tho.se rtho. 1 - 
were 6 5  years  of aee and over. 
h a l f  of a l l  ind iv idua le  no t  In 

Since about one- 
fami l ies  were 55 

y e w s  of age o r  over ,  the  mediar~ income of all 
ind iv idua l s  not i n  famtlien ($l,i;00) was far ba- 
low t h e  peak median, reoeFved by those between 
25 and 44 years  of age. I 

Eumber of children.---There 
forenc_e_' among the average i n c  

was l i t t l e  d i f -  
omes of f m i l i e s  

having no ch i ld ren  and any number of s h l l d r e ~  up 
t o  four  ( t a b l e  6 ) .  However, the re  was a con- 
s i s t e n t  decl ine i n  the  ificomes of f a m i l i e s  hav- 
i n g  l a r g e r  numbers of chi ldren.  The losncr in -  
comes of fami l ies  having four  ar more ch i ld ren  
a ra  due i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l a r g e r  pro- 
por t ion  of them a r e  farm famil ies .  However, 
even when farm and nonfarm fami l ies  a r e  exavined 
separa te ly ,  it w i l l  be noted t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a 
tendency f o r  t h e  incomes t o  be lower f o r  t h e  
f a ~ i l i e s  with  many children.6 

of t h e  f a c t o r s  
whjch h a s  accounted f o r  t h e  r i s e  i n  family i n -  
come during recen t  years  i s  t h e  increased em- 
plo,yment of wives and o t h e r  family members, i n  
add i t ion  t o  t h e  heads of fami l ies .  Although 
these ea rners  a r e  o f t e n  only part-t ime workers, 
they have an important  influence on t h e  ecocomic 
l e v e l  of t h e  family. About 
fami l ies  i n  t h e  Unitea S t a t e s  

two- f i f ths  of a l l  
had two o r  more 

ea rners  i n  1948, and . the  incomes of t h e s e  fan-  
i l i e s  were considerably higher,  on t h e  average,. 
than those of f a q i l i e s  having only one ea rner  
( t a b l e  7).  The median income of f a r n i l i e ~  having 
one earner  was $2,900, w h ~ r e a s  t h e  median f o r  
fami l ies  with  two earners  was $3,800, 2nd t h a t  
f o r  f a m i l i e s  with  t h r e e  o r  more ea rners  was 
$5,200. The r e l a t i v e l y  small  number of f a a i l i e s  
with  no ea rners  had a median income of $1, 000. 
About h a l f  of t h e  f a m i l i e s  with  no e a r n e r s  were 
headed by a person who was 65 years  of age and 
over.  

Despite t h e  fac t  that t h e  l a r g e s t  p ropor t j  on 
o f  multi-earner f a m i l i e s  was found among t h e  
l a r g e s t  f ami l ies  ( those  having s i x  o r  more per- 
s o n s ) ,  t h e  m e d i y  income of t 
n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  dif ferent-  f r  

hese f a m i l i e s  was 
,om t h a t  of Tam- 

i l i e s  havtng four  o r  f i v e  persons. The f a i l u r e  
of f m i l i e s  having s i x  o r  more persons t o  have 
h igher  incomes m a y  r e f l e c t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  near ly  
one-third of them were fm r e s i d e n t s  ( a s  con- I 
pored wi th '  only o n e - f i f t h  of 
' f i v e  persons and one-s ixth  o 

the  f a m i l i e s  of 
f  t h e  f a n i l i e s  of 

f o u r  persons) and 1 5  percent were headed by a 
nonwhite person ( a s  compared with  only 8 percent 
of the  f a ~ i l i e s  of f i v e  persons and 6 porccnt of 
t h e  f a m i l i e s  of f o u r  persons).  

6Addltional d ~ t a  showing ' the. raht ionsh ip  batma. n 
f d v  inconra and nuher 01% cnildren are oroscntcd L ~ I  I 
the  & p r t  of the h r e a u  of the  ~onsus,Karitai F u r t i l i t . :  
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The median income or' i nd iv idua l s  nof i n  
f z ~ i l i e s  VI::~ :,/ere earners  ( 1 ,  vtas about 
:'our t imes t h a t  of  indi - t iuuals  hlio were not  
ea rne r s  (8400). The l a t t e r  croup of i nd iv idua l s  
included persons v/l:o did n c t  ~.!orZ d u r l n ~  1949 
but  may have had i rcone  0tP.t.r than e a r n i ~ r s .  

Occupation of head.-->:r:ce i t  i s  customary 
f o r  t h e  head of t h e  f a ~ i l y  t o  be a fu l l - t ime 
wsrker and t o  a s s m e  Tajor  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h e  f m i l y '  s support ,  t' e type of work engaced 
i n  by the  head i s  an important de t eminan t  of 

I fanFly income. " a ~ i l i e s  headed by a person VI;O 

cannot work o r  viho l acks  t r e  t r a i n i r . ~  o r  a b i l i t y  
I t o  command a good vraEe tel-3 t o  be coscentrated 

a t  t h e  lovi end of t h e  incone sca le .  Convzrsely, 
f a q i l i e s  headed by a person whose occupational  
s k i l l s  a r e  nore h ighly  developed coxprise a 
l a r g e  p r o p o r t ~ o n  of the h igher  income group. 
These conclusior,s are dellonstrated i n  the  t a b l e  

I 
below, which i s  derived fron t a b l e  8 of t h i s  
r e p o r t .  

PWCEti'l' DISI?LIBUTION iY PAMILES BY UJOR OCCUPATION 
GROUP OF HEED, BOR S E E O W  FhhSILY,F-asrZasrz &E'iWS, 
POR THE UNITE3 STATES: 1948 

Major occupation group of hea4 

T O L L  feraflies with heads enployed 
tr? civilians i n  April 1949 ............ I 190.0 I 100.0 

irofessional and seniprofessional workers. 
F a m r s  and farm mmgers . . . . . .  ........... 
Proprietors, wmgers, end off ic ials  
(exc. farm) .............................. 

Clerical, seles,  and kindred workers...... 
Crsftamen, foremen, and kindred aorkers... 
Operetives and kindred workers. . . . . . . . . . . .  
Service w o r k e r s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Laborers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Approximately one-half of t h e  f a m i l i e s  with 
incomes under $2,000 were headed by farmers o r  
by labor&rs ,  tv~o of the lowest paying occupation 
groups, and only one-tenth were headed by profes-  
s i o n a l  o r  semiprofessional  workers o r  by pro- 
p r i e t o r s ,  managers, o r  o f f i c i a l s ,  ,which a r e  
a-rlong the  h iphes t  paying occupation groups. I n  
con t r a s t ,  over one-third of t h e  f ami l i e s  with 
incomes of $5,000 o r  more were headed by persons 

a who were employed i n  these  h i ~ h  paying occu- 
pa t ion  groups and only  one-tenth were fa-mersor 
l abore r s .  Even i f  farmers, who o f t en  have a 
considerable a ~ o u n t  of nonnoney income vrhich i s  
no t  taken i n t o  account i n  the  money income f i g -  
u r e s  presented hege, a r e  excluded from t h e  f i g -  
u r e s ,  it i s  appatent  t h a t  the  heads of t h e  low- 
e r  income f a ~ i l i e s  a r e  concentrated i n  the  lower 
p a r t  of t h e  occupational s ca l e .  

F a ~ i l i e s  headed by profess ional  worYers o r  
by p ropr i e to r s ,  managers, o r  o f f 1  c i a l s  had higher 
median incomes than those headed by o the r  types 
of workers { t a b l e  8). The h i ~ h e s t  . incomes were 

received by f a ~ i l i e s  headed by self-ernpJ.oyed 
profess ional  r:orkers ($tj,EOO). 'i'hese were f o l -  
lowed by f a a l l i e s  headed by sa l a r i ed  managers o r  
o f f j  c l a l s  ( : : A ,  3001, s a l a r i e d  profess ional  work- 
e r s  (%,300) ,  snd nonfalm. p ropr i e to r s  ($4,000). 
The aedian 'Incone of f a q i l i e s  headed by semi- 
profess ional  .trorkers vias about the same a s  t h a t  
of those  headed by propr ie tors .  

Approximately two-f i f ths  of a11 t h e  fam- 
i l i e s  were headed by persons who were engaped i n  
any one of i ou r  occupation groups: C l e r i c a l  and 
kindred workers ; - s m  and saleswomen; c r a f t s -  
Ten, f o r e ~ e n ,  and kindred workers; o r  opera t ives  
and kindred workers. The median income o r  these  
f a q i l i e s  ranped bettveen 83,300 and 53,800. 

The l o ~ e s t  incmes 'were  received by f ami l i e s  
headed by service  workers, farmers,and l abore r s .  

1ndustr.v of- head.--Each ma j o r  i ndus t ry  - 
group inc ludes  persons i n  various occupations 
and with varyinc degrees of s k i l l .  Because t h i s  
d i v e r s i t y  has a l eve l ing  e f f e c t  on average earn- 
i n g s ,  t he re  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  d i f f e rence  i n  
t h e  averaee incomes of f a n i l i e s  headed by per- 
sons employed i n  the  var ious  indus t ry  groups, 
wi th  c e r t a i n  exceptions. Fan i l i e s  headed by 
persons engaged i n  f inance,  insurance,  and r e a l  
e s t a t e  had the h ighes t  median income ($4,300) 
and those headed by persons engaged i n  t h e ,  a g r i -  
c u l t u r e ,  f o r e s t r y ,  an& f i she ry  group and t h e  
personal  and domestic s e rv i ces  group had the 
lowest median incomes (J1,800 and $2,300, r e -  
spec t ive ly ) .  However, these  f a n i l i e s  comprise 
.only one - f i f th  of a l l  fami l ies  having an em- 
ployed head ( t a b l e  9 ) .  The median incomes o f  
the  remaining f o u r - f i f t h s  of t he  f a n i l i e s ,  whose 
head ?lay have been employed i n  any one of t e n  
d i f f e r e n t  major indus t ry  group8,ranged only from 
$3,300 t o  $3,800. 

Comparative income data ,1944 t o  1948. --Table 
10  presents  some comparative da ta  f o r  f ami l i e s  
and indivfduals  from the f ive  consecutive annual 
surveys which have been conducted by t h e  Bureau 
of the  Census. I n  order  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  compar- 
i s o n ,  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  t h i s  t a b l e  a re  r e s t r i c t -  
ed t o  f ami l i e s  and indiv iduals  i n  households, 
and exclude the  r e l a t i v e l y  m a l l  group of fam- 
i l i e s  and ind iv idua l s  l i v i n g  i n  ho te l s ,  lodging- 
houses, and s imi l a r  places.  Because of adminis- 
t r a t i v e  f 'actors, the l a t t e r  Sroup was no t  covered 
i n  u n i f o n  fashion i n  a l l  of t he  f l v e  surveys. 

Over t h e  period 1944 t o  1948, t he  median 
f z n i l y  Income increased from $2, ,500 t o  $3,200, 
and the,propsrt ion o f  f a n i l i e s  with incomes of 
$5,000 and over increased from 12 percent  t o  21  
percent .   anon^; i nd iv idua l s  n o t  i n  fami l ies ,  
there  was no nmked increase  i n  median Income; 
but  the  proport ion i n  t he  higher income brackets  
increased sanewhat. 

There were wide d i f ferences  i n  t h e  inconet 
~ a i n s  of farm and nonfarm famil ies  between 1 9 u  

and 1058. lhuring t h i s  period the.med$an illcome 
of urban familie's inoreased by, a b o u t e  22 percent  






















































