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INCOI*E OF FA?jTiLIES ANC PERSCNS IN TbE WITm STAFA: 1948 

I 
2 i g h t  m i l l i o n  f = n i l i e s  i n  t h e  I -n i ted  S t a t e s  

r e c e i v e d  incomes of  S5,OCO o r  more i n  1948, a c -  
. c o r d i n e  t o  e s t i m a t e s  issv.ed tocia;' by P h i l i p  M. 

Hauser, kcti-ng % r e c t o r ,  3ureau of t h e  Census, 
I Depar-hant of Commerce. I n  c o n t r a s t ,  1 0  n i l l i o n  

Pad incsmes unc?er %2,000. ?he r e r l a i n i n r  21  m i l -  
l i o n  f a n i l i e s  were i n  t h e  %3,(300 t o  $5,000 
bracke t .  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  b,v income o f  t h e  

I B a t i o n t s  36& m i l l i o n  f e ~ i i i e s  i s  shown be1ow:l 

Under d,C\?O.... ............ 4,110,000 famiues 
~1,003 t o  a,%@ ............ 5,W.m f v n i l i e s  
?2,000 t o  42,959 ............ 7,$m,L00 f & l i e s  
b 3 , O  t o  hs,L99.. . . . . . . . . . . b , W , C 0 0  fami l ies  .a  $4,000 to z4.999 ............ 5 , 0 0 0 , ~  f d u e s  
85,000 t o  55,999 ............ 3,1OO,DiK, f a i l l a s  
%,m to ~9,999.. .......... 3,600,COO fanrilies 
C10,CKX) and m r . .  . . . . . . . . . .1,1W,030 fiimtUes 

The income of t h e  average  ( n e a a n )  f a G i 1 ~  
w a s  33,200, o r  about  %i% h i & h e r  t h a n  i n  1947 
and a b o c t  3600 h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  war y e a r s  of  
1944 a1:d 1945. I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  
which vras recorded  f o r  f a m i l i e s  (g roups  o f  two 
Or more r e l a t e &  p e r s o n s ) ,  t h e r e  was no i n c r e a s e  
f o r  t h e  8 m i l l i o n  indivic?uals  n o t  i n  f k h i l i e s  
who hi,d t h e  same median incone ,  %1,000, i n  194% 
a s  t h e y  had had d u r i n e  t i e  p reced ing  f o u r  y e a r s .  

One of  t h e  c h i e f  f a c t o r s  which accounts  f o r  
t h e  g a i n  i n  fami ly  i n c m e  i n  1960 i s  t h e  r i s e  i n  
wage r a t e s  f o r  workers i n  most .na jor  i n d u s t r i e s .  

. Although t h e  average number o f  hours  worked p e r  
week r e ~ a i n e d  essentially ~ m c h a ? ~ e d  i n  most i n -  
d u s t r i e s  between 1947  and 1948, workers  i n  t h e s e  
i n d u s t r i e s  shoried s u b s t a n t i a l  g a i n s  i n  averap;e 

e a r n i n ~ s .  In adation to the Increase in 
4 wages rind saaries, there according to  

fi-om o t h e r  s o u r c e s ,  a proportio1:ate i n c r e a s e  i n  
p r o p r i e t o r s '  m d  r e n t a l  incomz and i n  i n t e r e s t  
and d iv idends ,  t h e r e b y  r a i s i n g  t h e  incomes o f  
many f a . n i l i e s .  

*! - 
1These l i m e s  correspond t o  the parcentage d s t r i b u -  

b 
tion given in table 1 of t h i s  rcrprt. 
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'The 1949 income d a t a  p r e s e n t e d  &n t k i s  r e -  
p o r t  vrere obtained from t h e  Censv-s ?ureau's 
Cur ren t  Popula t ion  Survey o? A p r i l ,  190,9.2 T h e  
su-rvey covered t h e  c i v i l i a n  nonins t i t : ; t lona l  
p o p u l a t i - 2  o' t h e  United S t a t e s  and nenbers  o f  
t h e  a n e d  f o r c e s  l i v i n g  o f f  p o s t  o r  w j  t h  t h e i r  
f a ~ i l i e s  on pos t .  S ince  t h e  e s t i ~ a t e s  a r e  based 
on a  s a n p l e ,  they  a r e  s u 5 j e c t  t o  sa .npl ine v a r i a -  
b i l i t y .  Kedians and o t h e r  f i g u r e s  based on 
r e l a t i v e l y  m a l l  numbers of c a s e s ,  as v:ell a s  
s q a l l  c i i f fe rences  between f i ~ ~ e s ,  should  be 
used v;ith p a r t i c u l a r  c a r e ,  a s  exylaineci i r  t:le 
s e c t i o n  on r e l l a ~ l l l t y  of e s t i m a t e s .  Foreover ,  
a s  i n  a l l  f i e l d  surveys  of  income, t i e  f i g u r e s  
are s u b j e c t  t o  e r r o r s  of response  and nonrepor t -  
i n g .  

T h i s  r * p o r t  c o v e r s  money income on ly .  I n -  
asluch as nomoney is an part 
of  far^  receipt;^, t h i s  f a c t o r  should be taken  
i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  comparing t h e  incove  of  
f a r n  and nnnfar?~ r e s i d e n t s .  I n  coapar ing  nloney 
incone  d a t a  f o r  1946 vritn t h o s e  f o r  p r e v i o u s  
y e a r s ,  one should remenber t h a t  p r i c e s  a s  w e l l  
a s  money income rose .  Therefore,  t h e  i n c r e a s e  
i n  money incoqe  does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e p r e s e n t  
a n  improvenent i n  econonic s t a t u s .  

The f i r s t  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  r e p o r t  d e a l s  w i t h  
tl:e i n c o ~ e s  of f a n i l i e s  zxd of  indic- iduals  n o t  
i n  f a m i l i e s .  The u n i t  o f  a r s l y s i s  h e r e  i s  t h e  
f a n i l y  ( o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n o t  l i v i n g  w i t h  any 
r c l a t i v c s ) ,  m d  t h e  c o m b i ~ e d  incomes of  a l l  nem- 
hers of each family are as a sinGle 
alrount. Tn t h e  second sect$on,  t h e  u n i t  of  
analysis i s  fhe  person 1 4  y e u s  o l d  and o v e r , m d  
each person  i s  tabulated accord ing  t o  t h e  a q o ~ ~ n t  
of o,vn incoae, of the avOmt or 
hi, 

PAddit ion ,  data fro% tho same survey be found i n  
th& r e w r t  of the Joint CoroJriltten on t h e  he-znonfc heport, 
&&"r?m?'dlies Econdc Stsbility* 'lst Confless' 
1st Session, 1949. 
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