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Average {(median) family income in the
United States was estimated at $5,000 in 1957,
or about 4 percent higher than in 1956, ac-
cording to estimates released today by the
Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce.
Vowever, this $200 gain in money income between
{956 and 1957 probably represented no signifi-
cant change in purchasing power for the average

family, since prices also rose substantially
during this period.l

The average income of nonfarm families

rose by about 3 percent over the year, largely
because of further increases in wage rates in
most industries., In the case of the farm pop-
ulation, other evidence indicates that a rise
in income over the year was due partly to in-
creased earnings from nonfarm work. A grow-
ing number of farm families derive at least

from employment off the
farm,

0f the Nation's 44 million families,
about 4 million, or one-tenth, received in-
comes of $10,000 or more and an additional 18
million,’ or two-fifths, had incomes ranging
between $5,000 and $10,000. At the other end
of the income scale, 6% million, or 15 percent,

1 The Consumer Price Index of the Department of
Labor averaged 116,2 in 1956 and 120.2 in 1957.

Preliminary data on the 1957 income of persons appear in Series P-60, No. 28,

had incomes under $2,000,- The remaining 15%

million were in the §2,000~to-$5,000 bracket.
The distribution of families (groups of two or
more related persons) by their income in 1957
is shown in table A,

Sharp rises were recorded by year-round
workers, Men who worked a full year had an
average income of §$4,700--a gain of about

-$260, or 6 percent, over the previous year.
Women who worked around the year had anaverage
income of $3,000--a gain of about $175, or
6 percent, over the year before.

Table A.--NUMBER OF FAMILIES BY FAMILY INCOME,
FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1957

Number of
Family income families

TOtaleessearacscnncsaransanasense 43,714,000

Under $1,000.s 0essuccsasescessansnsacs 2,823,000
$1,000 to $1,999..... crrecsesenues 3,712,000
$2,000 10 $2,999 0c0etrircncceresancens 4,206,000
$3,000 10 $3,9991c0urerccccscrsenasases 5,160,000
$4,000 10 $4,99% 000 sircvsrcnscoscnane 6,158,000
$5,000 t0 $5,999 0c00ttcncincescccnsane 6,352,000
$6,000 10 $6,999. . c0terrcccccrncncenns 4,509,000
$7,000 10 $9,999. 00ittracnrvoassancenns 7,126,000
$10,000 0 $14,9994ceeeccecorcsccssocss 2,856,000
$15,000 8N4 OVET4eeeennearnasonenesonsn 812,000
A
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Cne-fourth of the men and two-fifths of
the women with income in 1957 worked less than
50 weeks during the year. Unemployment was
the most important reason for part-year work
among men, accounting for two-fifths of those
who worked 1less than a full year. Only one-
seventh of the women who worked less than
year-round did so because of unemployment,
however,

These are some of the highlights of the
results of the annuasl inquiry on consumer in-
come made in connection with the Bureau‘'s Cur-
rent Population Survey in March 1958, The
survey covered the civilian noninstitutional
population and members of the Armed Forces
living off post or with their families on post
in continental United States,

This report covers money income only,
prior to deductions for taxes. The facts that
many farm workers do not pay rent for their
living quarters and that many receive an im-
portant part of their income in the form of
goods produced and consumed on the farm rather
than in money -should be taken into consider-
ation in comparing the income of farm and non-
farm residents.

The median income is the amount which
divides the distribution into two equal groups,
one having incomes above the median and the
other having incomes below the median. In
comparing median income data for 1957 with
those for previous years, account should be
taken of the fact that changes in income were

~accompanied by changes in prices. Therefore,

an increase or decrease in 1income Dbetween
selected years does not necessarily represent
a similar change in economic well-being.

Since the estimates 'in this report are
based on a sample, they are subject to sampling
variability. Particular care should be exer-
cised in the interpretation of figures Dbased
on relatively small numbers of cases as well
as small differences Dbetween figures. More-
over, as in all field surveys of income, the
figures are subject to errors of response and
nonreporting.

UPWARD TREND IN FAMILY INCOME

N CONTINUES IN 1957

‘- rage family income continued upward in
Qhough the increase was smaller than
‘rious year. The median income for

~

all families was estimated at $5,000% in 1957 _(T)

about $200, or 4 percent, above the 1956 aver-
age. Between 1955 and 1956, average family
income had risen by about $360, or 8 percent.
This was one of the largest annual increases
recorded since the end of World War II.

The median income of nonfarm families was
$5,200 in 1957. This median, which has beer
rising fairly steadily since the end of World
War II, was $170 higher than a year earlier
and $2,000 higher than in 1947. In contrast,
the median money income of rural-farm fami-
lies--at $2,500--was only $500, or 25 percent,
higher than in 1947.

Although the monetary incomes of nonfarm
families increased in 1957, their purchasing
power probably did not change since prices
also rose substantially over the year. Never-
theless, 1957 was the third successive year in
the postwar period 1in which the average pur-
chasing power of nonfarm families appears to
have exceeded significantly the World War II
level (figure 1). The price-adjusted data

Figure 1,--MEDIAN INCOME OF NONFARM FAMILIES,
FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1944 TO 1957
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2 Medians cited in the text are taken from the de-
tailed tables and rounded to hundreds of dollars.



shown in this figure were derived by dividing
the median money income for each year by the
Consumer Price Index compiled by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics. The results of this fairly
rough adjustment cannot be regarded as more
than approximations.

PERSONAL INCOMES AT A PEAK IN 1957 DESPITE
BUSINESS DOWNTURN

In 1957, the average income of men was at
a peak of $3,700, despite the business down-
turn in the second half of 1957. This was due
largely to the continued rise in wage rates in
most industries. The 1957 average was more

Figure 2.--MEDIAN INCOME OF MEN AND WOMEN, FOR THE UNITED STATES:

$4,000 —
‘3;500 -
RSOSSN .
WOMEN
$3,000 —
$2,500 —
$2,000 —
$1,500 —
$1,000 — 3535
KX
KKK
P
RS
$500 — KR

Q
K5

SHARP INCREASES RECORDED BY YEAR-ROUND
FULL-TIME WORKERS

Comparatively sharp gains were registered
by year-round workers. Men who worked at full-
time jobs for 50 weeks or more had an average

income of $4,700, a gain of about $260, or
6 percent, over the previous year. In con-
trast, men with less than a full year's em~

ployment had an average income of $2,000 in
both years. Among women, year-round full-time
workers had a median income of $3,000 in 1957,

3

than double the level attained by men at the
close of World War II (§$1,800 in 1945). The
proportion of men whose incomes were 6,000
and over rose from only 2 percent in 1945 to
18 percent in 1957,

Among women with income, the average
{median} income was $1,200 in 1957. Since
1945, the average income of women has increased
by $300, a gain of about 33 percent over the
l12-year period. Although wage rates have in-
creased sharply for women, their effect on
average income has been somewhat offset by an
increase in the proportion of women who work
intermittently and whose annual earnings there-
fore tend to be low.

1945 TO 1957

— $4,000

— $3,500
— $3,000
— $2,500
- $2,000

— $1,500

a gain of about §175, or 6 percent, over the
previous year, whereas the average income of
other women workers was about the same (§300)
in each year. As might be expected, the mone-
tary income of persons who did not work at all
but depended entirely wupon pensions, divi-
dends, public assistance, or other such sources
was not affected by increased unemployment and
cutbacks in the workweek in most industries.
In both years, the median income of nonworkers
with income was about $1,000 for men and about
$600 for women,




INCOMES DIFFER BY EXTENT OF EMPLOYMENT

About four-fifths of the 53 million men
with income in 1957 were employed at full-time
jobs, that is, Jobs generally providing at
least 35 hours of work per week, The median
income of these men was $4,300, as compared
with $800 for men who worked only at part-time
Jobs, and $1,000 for those who were income
recipients but did not work at all during the
yvear because they were retired or disabled or
for other reasons (table B). Three-fourths of
the men who were employed at full-time jobs
worked 50 weeks or more during the year. As
might be expected, these men had higher in-
comes, on the average, than did other full-time
workers, among whom the median ranged from
$600 ror those who worked less than 3 months
during the year to $4,100 for those who were
employed for 11 months.

A somewhat similar pattern of income by
extent of employment occurs among women, About
one~half of the 33 million women with income
worked at full-time jobs. Their average in-
come was $2,200, in contrast to the $500 re-
ceived by women who worked at part-time jobs
and $600 for those who were income recipients
but did not work at all. Most of the women
who worked at full-time jobs were employed S0
weeks or more during the year. The median in-
come of these women ($3,000) was higher than
that of other women who worked at full-time
jobs, with medians that ranged from $400 for
those who worked less than 3 months during the
year to $2,300 for those who worked 11 months.

Table B.--MEDIAN INCOME OF MEN AND WOMEN, BY EXTENT OF
EMPLOYMENT IN 1957, FOR THE UNITED STATES

Percent Median income
Extent of employment distribution

Men | Women} Men Women

Total with income.....| 100 100 [*$3,684 | $1,199
-Worked at full-time Jjobs.. 81 55| 4,319 2,233
50 to 52 WeekS.esessnsea 61 30| 4,720 3,006
48 and 49 weekSeaiaeaens 4 21 4,1371 2,302
40 t0 47 weekS.eseseanse 6 5| 3,765 2,323
27 to 39 weekS.eeisnsees 5 6] 2,893 1,756
14 t0 26 WeeKS.veranraes 4 6l 1,75 | 1,013
13 weeks Or leSSevessess 3 6 639 369
Worked at part-time jobsg.. 10 19 760 491
50 10 52 weekS.estaveses 4 6} 1,069 864
49 weeks or 1eSS..esssse 6 14 627 430
Did not WOrK.eseenveoososnn 10 26} 1,002 642

1 Includes members of the Armed Foreces living off
post or with families on post, not shown separately,

UNEMPLOYMENT MAJOR REASON FOR PART-YEAR WORK
IN 1957 FOR MEN OF WORKING AGE

One-~fourth of the men and two-fifths of
the women with income in 1957 worked less than
50 weeks during the year. Unemployment - was
the most important reason for part-year work
among men, accounting for two-fifths of those
who worked 1less than a full year (tabvle C).
The employment of another two-fifths of these
men was limited by their attendance at school
or by illness or disability. As might be ex-
pected among women, taking care of home and
family was their principal reason - for working
less than 50 weeks, accounting for one-half of
the part-year workers. Unemployment, school
attendance, and illness or disability did not
permit full-year employment for another two-
fifths of the women,

Table C.--MEDIAN INCOME OF PART-YEAR WORKERS BY MAJOR
REASON FCR WORKING LESS THAN 50 WEEKS IN 1957, BY
SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES

Percent .
Ma jor reason for distribution Median income
part-year work
Men | Women | Men Women
Totaleceesscsnccnses 100 100 | $2,214 $935
Unemployment.eceevecenss 41 14 2,756 1,497
Illness or disability... 17 10 2,913 1,682
Unpaid absenceecsccesees 9 7 4,126 2,367
Taking care of home..... M) st 1 803
Going to schooleeseesess 19 15 64y 613
Other reasonS.ecceecescss 14 3 1,881 | 1,557

1 Not available
reasons' for men.

separately butl included  in "Other

Incomes of  part-year workers
good deal depending on their reasons = for not
working a full year. These differences, how-
ever, mainly reflected variations in the aver=
age amount of working time lost during the
year because of different factors. The highest
incomes among part-year workers were received
by those who were apparently willing to take
"time off" from their jobs without pay {(on the
average $4,100 for men and $2,400 for women).
The great bulk of these persons worked most of
the year at full-time jobs. Two-thirds of the
men and one~half of the women worked at full-
time jobs for more +than 9 months during the
year (table D}. In contrast, the lowest in-

varied a

comes were received by young men and women
whose work activity was restricted by
attendance (on the average, $600).
their low earnings

school
In part at

least, stem from the fact




that one-half of these were part-time workers
and another two-fifths worked full time for
less than 6 months during the year.

The median income of those whose con-
tinuity of work was interrupted by unemploy-
ment was $2,800 for men and $1,500 for women.

5

Similar incomes, on the average, were received
by those whose work activities were affected
largely by illnesses or disabilities ($2,900
for men and $1,700 for women). One-half of
the men and two-fifths of the women affected
by unemployment or 11l health worked full time
for more than 9 months during the year.

Table D.--PART-YEAR WORKERS IN 1957 BY WEEKS WORKED, BY MAJOR REASON FOR WORKING LESS THAN 50 WEEKS AND SEX,
FOR THE UNITED STATES i

Worked at full-time jobs Worked
Ma jor reason for part.year Total at
work and sex a Potal 40 to 49 27 to 39 26 weeks part.time
ota. weeks weeks or less Jobs
MEN
Totaleseeaaacsaasacncsasssscans 100 Vi 36 18 23 24
Unemploymenteseceseecessessacsscascns 100 87 45 24 19 13
Illness or disabilitye.esseceesceccss 100 82 53 15 14 i
Unpaid absenceicssesccesssesssasocnes 100 88 65 16 7 12
Going to Sch0Olessecsscssseconssscnes 100 49 3 7 40 51
Other reasonS.seesesssccssessssccsans 100 68 16 18 34 32
WOMEN
Totalesesssecseccocsansnecnssas 100 64 18 15 31 36
Unemploymenteseecassessscescasssssese 100 8l 36 21 24 19
Illness or disabilityececceeccccsssee 100 74 43 18 13 26
Unpaid abSenceececesssseescesoccscsos 100 74 52 22 1 26
Taking care Of hOMEseecescscaccasesce 100 60 7 14 39 40
Going t0 5choOleiecesscosoces P 100 50 3 10 37 50
QOther reasonSceeescscssssccniscsscans 100 73 32 23 18 27

As might be expected,
for part-year work differed considerably by
age. Three-fifths of the young men (14 to 24
years old) d4id not work a full year because
they were going to school (table E), Three-
fifths of these Dbetween 25

the men's reasons

and 44 years old

and one-half of those in the 45-to-64-year
bracket were part~year workers  because of un-
employment. About three~fourths of the older
men {65 and over) worked less than 50 weeks
during 1957 because of illness, disability, or
retirement.

Table E,-~-PART-YEAR WORKERS IN 1957 BY MAJOR REASON FOR WORKING LESS THAN 50 WEEKS, BY AGE AND SEX,
FOR THE UNITED STATES

Men Women
Major reason for Age (years) Age (years)
part-year work
Total |} 14 to | 25 to | 45 to O | T 14 to | 25 to | 4510 gi 4
24 74 » 64 over 24 by 64 over
Totalesesesscsoracvecscane 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Unemploymentseescescscessecarces 41 25 59 47 14 14 9 16 18 9
Illness or disabilit¥eeesveseess 17 4 17 30 28 10 4 9 17 16
Unpaid absencCessecsssesescocsss 9 4 10 12 8 7 3 6 12 11
Taking care of NOMCeessesscasons *) ™) *) *) *) 51 29 66 50 59
Going 10 5cho0leesecseccecsasans 19 56 4 e ves 15 50 1 sse coe
Other reasonS.eeesecsssccessscese 14 12 9 11 50 3 3 2 3 5

1 Not available separately but included in "Other reasons" for men,




Among part-year workers onfull-time jobs,
income varied by age, reaching a peak median
of $3,600 for men in the 25-to-44 group and
declining to $2,400 for those 65 years old and
over (table F). In contrast, there was much
less variation in the incomes Treceived by
part-time workers. The median income of such
men ranged between $1,000 and $1,300 for men in
all age grouvs except the youngest (14 to 24).

Among women, Teasons for
varied little by age. In every age group but
the youngest, teking care of home or family
was the prime reason for working 1less than a
full year, As among men, median income in-
creased with age reaching a peak of $1,700 for
full-time .workers in the 45-to-64-year age
group. Among part-time workers, the median
ranged between $500 and $800.

part-year work

Table F,--MEDIAN INCOME OF PART-YEAR WORKERS IN 1957, BY AGE AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES

Men Women

Age N N .
Full-time Part-time Full-time | Part-time

| Total workers workers Total workers workers
Total, 14 years and OVeTseeescee $2,214 $2,844 $740 $935 $1,321 $654
14 10 24 yearSeeeessescscccsoscosvocas 787 1,169 N 565 740 931 541
25 10 44 JEBrSeeeecsssscacoccsscascose 3,418 3,581 1,265 1,015 1,393 688
\ 45 10 GA JEAYS.esseeeacesccsscccccncen 2,957 3,201 1,034 1,239 1,705 736
§ ' 65 years and OVEreseecsecessssccsescsss 1,815 2,405 1,276 994 *) 836

1 Median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting with income.

VETERANS' RISING INCOMES OUTSTRIP THOSE
OF NONVETERANS

, During the past decade, the income of
World War II veterans has increased more rap-
idly than that of nonveterans. In 1947,
shortly after the end of World War II, the
median income of veterans in the 25-t0-34-year
age bracket (which included a majority of the
veterans) was slightly lower than that of non-
veterans in the same age group. Between 1947
and 1957, the average income of these veterans
(now 35 to 44 years of age) more than doubled
(from $2,400 to $5,000) and that of the non-
veterans rose by about 65 percent (from $2,600
to $4,300). Thus, in 1957, the average income
of these veterans was about 1S'percent higher
than that of the nonveterans.

The more rapidly rising .incomes of the
veterans may reflect their higher level of
education as well as other factors such as
veterans' preference laws and perhaps differ-
ences in health and other characteristics,

Table G.--MEDIAN INCOME OF MEN 35 TO 44 YEARS OF AGE IN
MARCH 1958 BY WORLD WAR II VETERAN STATUS, FOR THE
UNITED STATES: 1957 AND 1947

2 |Percent
1947 P e

Veteran status 1957

Veteran of World War ITseees...| $4,985) $2,401]  +108
Not a veleran of World War II..| 4,279 2,585 +66

1 35 to 44 years old, 2 25 to 34 years old,

OTHER INCOME PUBLICATIONS

Current: Population Survey.--Other data
based on the Current Population Survey showing
the distributions of families, unrelated indi-
viduals, and persons, by income levels, have
been published 1in the Series P-60 reéports,
Nos. 1 to 29, In addition, income data for
1944 and 1945 appear in the 7report, "Family
and - Individusl Money 1Income  in the TUnited
States: 1945 and 1944," Series P-3, No. 22.
Occasionally, tables have been published 4in
reports of the P-20 or P-50 series showing
the cross-classification of income and other
characteristics. ’

1950 Census.--Distributions of persons 14
years of age and over by total money income in
1949 appear in the publication, U. S, Bureau
of the Census, 1950 Census of Population, Vol-
ume IT, Chapter C. Similar data for families
and unrelated individuals appear in Volume II,
Chapter B. Data for the United States and
regions appear in Volume II, Part 1, United
States Summary, while separate data for indi-
vidual States are presented in the other parts.
Various special reports contain additional in-~
come data; however, there is no special report
dealing exclusively with income data. A prelim~
inary report, "Estimated Distribution of Family
Income in 1949 for the United States, Regions,
and Selected States,"” Series PC-7, No. 5,
presents. the distribution of aggregate in-

come among families and unrelated individuals.











































20

Table 3.--TYPE OF FAMILY: FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME IN 1957, FOR THE UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL

Famllies Unrelated individuals
Male head
Total money income -
Married, wife present
Total Othey | Female Total Male Female
Wife in Wife not head
Total marital
Total paid in paid status
labor labor
force force
UNITED STATES
Total
NumbeT..oveeeensanessass. cthousends,, 43,74 39,404 38,112 10,696, 27,416 1,292 4,310 10,313 4,161 6,152
Percent.veieeuecresascecnannass 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100.0
3.0 2.4 2.3 0.9 2.8 4.4 9.5 16.8 12,7 19.5
3.4 2.7 2.7 1.3 3.2 4.6 10.0 20.6 ] 16.6 23.2
4.0 3.6 3.5 1.8 4.1 7.7 8.4 12,7 1.1 13.8
4.5 3.9 3.9 2.6 bl 5.9 9.7 8.5 7.9 8.9
5.2 4,7 4.7 3.2 5.3 5.9 9.3 7.6 8.3 7.1
4ol 4.3 4.3 3.5 4.6 3.9 5.9 5.5 5.1 5.7
5.7 5.6 5.6 46 6.0 6.4 7.1 5.6 5.8 54
6.1 6.0 6.1 4.8 6.5 4.3 6.6 5.0 6.8 3.9
7.3 7.5 7.6 5.7 8.3 5.7 5.0 4.7 6.4 3.6
$4,500 to $4,999 6.8 6.9 6.9 6.2 7.2 7 5.6 3.1 4.3 2.4
$5,000 to $5,999 L5 15,2 15.3 13.6 15.9 14.0 7.9 boe 5.7 3.7
$6,000 to $6,999.. 10.3 10.8 10.9 12.8 10,1 9.3 5.3 2.1 3.4 1.3
$7,000 to $9,999.. 16.3 17.3 17.5 27.0 13.7 1l.4 6.9 2.0 3.8 0.9
$10,000 to $14,999 6.5 7.0 7.0 10.4 5.7 6.5 2.3 0,9 1.5 0.5
$15,000 to $24,999 1.4 1,5 1.4 1.4 1.5 2.5 0.5 0.2 0.3 0.1
$25,000 and over.. 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.2 0.6 0.1 0.2 0.1
Median InCOME..essersecsrccccnncennes $4,971 $5,158 $5,157 $6,141 $4,833 $4,581 $2,763 $1,496 $2,102 $1,264
Head Year-Round Full-Time
ker
Percent of t0b8lesesecssanccacanosses 65,4 69,5 69.9 69.3 70,1 56,9 7. 38.8 46,2 b
Median iNCOMe.sesverssceasonncocannes $5,718 $5,756 $5,760 $6,846 $5,463 $5,405 $4,397 $3,214 $3,77 $2,818
URBAN
Numbers,.ueeevacaeessessthousands. ., 27,486 24,251 23,410 7,246 16,164 841 3,235 7,885 2,99 4,891
Medlan INCOMe.e.iecerrercoosrcorennens $5,359 $5,562 $5,580 $6,439 $5,286 $5,190 $3,182 $1,716 $2,487 $1,403
RURAL NONFARM
Number,....veeeeesneesns. thousands,, 11,418 10,657 10,407 2,768 7,639 250 761 1,78 765 1,019
Medlan inCoMe.ecceeceecencsvernncnsas $4,89 $5,049 $5,067 $5,829 $4,780 (1) $2,102 $1,037 $1,490 $901.
RURAL FARM
Number..seeeeeseesesensssothousands. . 4,810 4,496 4,295 682 3,613 201 314 644 402 %2
Medlan 4ncome..esrescreusaennannnanns|  $2,490 $2,621 $2,621 $3,908 | $2,42 ) | s1,272 $945 || 81,364 $659

1 Median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting on income.




















































































