
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Economics and Statistics Administration 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 



Acknowledgments 

This report was prepared by Gordon H. Lester, Jr. of the Income Statistics Branch, 
in the Housing and Household Economic Statistics Division. The report was prepared 
under the general direction of Charles T. Nelson, Chief of the Income Statistics 
Branch. Helen Ogle and Rose Mary Schade provided clerical assistance, and Shirley 
L. Smith and Deborah D. Largent provided word processing assistance. Overall 
direction was provided by Daniel H. Weinberg, Division Chief. 

Sampling review was conducted by Denise Lewis of the Statistical Methods 
Division. Data collection was conducted by Bureau of the Census interviewers under the 
overall direction of Joseph S. Harris, Acting Chief, Field Division. 

Publication planning, design, composition, editorial review, and printing planning and 
procurement were provided by the staff of the Administrative and Publications Services 
Division, Walter C. Odom, Chief. Gail Farren edited and coordinated the publication. 

The Office of Child Support Enforcement of the Department of Health and Human 
Services co-sponsored the survey on which the findings in this report are based. 



by 
Gordon H. Lester 

CURRENT POPULATION REPORTS 

Consumer Income 
Series P-60, No. 173 

Issued September 1991 

U.S. Department of Commerce 
Robert A. Mosbacher, Secretary 

Rockwell A. Schnabel, Deputy Secretary 

Economics and Statistics Administration 
Michael R. Darby, Under Secretary 

for Economic Affairs and Administrator 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 
Barbara Everitt Bryant, Director 



Economics and Statistics BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 
Administration Barbara Everitt Bryant, Director 

Michael R. Darby, Under Secretary C.L. Kincannon, Deputy Director 
for Economic Affairs and Administrator 

William P. Butz, Associate Director 
for Demographic Programs 

HOUSING AND HOUSEHOLD 
ECONOMIC STATISTICS DIVISION 
Daniel H. Weinberg, Chief 

SUGGESTED CITATION 

U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 173, Child Support 
and Alimony: 1989, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., 1991. 

For sale by Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. 



iii 

Contents 

Page 

Introduction ......................................................................................... 
Highlights ........................................................................................... 
Characteristics of Women With Children From Absent Fathers ................................ 
Award and Receipt of Child Support Payments ................................................. 

Characteristics of Women ...................................................................... 
Absent Father's Visitation and Joint Custody Provisions ..................................... 
Absent Father's Residence ..................................................................... 
Child Support Received ......................................................................... 
Deficit in Child Support Payments .............................................................. 
Award and Receipt of Child Support by Type of Arrangement ............................... 
Inclusion of Health Care Benefits in Award ................................................... 
Reasons for Non-Award of Child Support ..................................................... 
Use of Government Assistance in Obtaining Child Support .................................. 

Award of Alimony Payments ...................................................................... 
Award of Property Settlements ................................................................... 
User Comments .................................................................................... 
Symbols Used in Tables ........................................................................... 

TEXT TABLES 

A . Women With Own Children Under 21 Years of Age Present From Absent Fathers ... 3 
B . Award and Recipiency Status of Women-Child Support Payments for All Women . . 4 
C . Child Support Payments Awarded and Received-Women With Children Present. 

by Selected Characteristics for All Women and Women With lncomes Below 
Poverty Level in 1989 .................................................................... 5 

D . Child Support Payments Awarded and Received. by Selected Characteristics of 
Absent Fathers ............................................................................ 8 

E . Mean Child Support Payments Received. by Selected Characteristics of Women .... 9 
F . Child Support Payments Due and Actually Received: 1978 to 1989 ................... 9 
G . Mean Child Support Payments to Women Due Child Support in 1989. by Type of 

.............................................................................. Arrangement 10 
H . Child Support Award Status and Health Insurance Inclusion. by Selected 

Characteristics for All Women and Women With lncomes Below Poverty Level in 
1989 ....................................................................................... 11 

I . Reason for Non-Award of Child Support. for All Women and Women With lncomes 
Below Poverty Level in 1989 Who Were Not Awarded Child Support ................ 12 

J . Women Contacting Government Agencies for Aid in Obtaining Child Support ........ 12 
K . Award Status of Women-Alimony Payments ............................................ 13 
L . Alimony Payments Awarded in 1989-Ever-Divorced and Currently Separated 

Women. by Selected Characteristics .................................................... 13 
M . Receipt of Property Settlement for Ever-Divorced Women. by Selected 

............................................................................ Characteristics 14 
N . Receipt and Type of Property Settlement for Ever-Divorced Women. by Selected 

Characteristics ............................................................................ 14 



FIGURES 
Page 

1 . Marital Status of Women With Own Children Under Age 21 From Absent Fathers ... 2 
2 . Award of Child Support Payments ........................................................ 6 
3 . Visitation and Joint Custody Provisions of Absent Fathers ............................. 7 
4 . Residence of Absent Fathers ............................................................. 7 
5 . Mean Income of Women With Children Under Age 21 Present From Absent 

............................................................................ Fathers: 1989 10 
6 . Women Not Awarded Child Support ...................................................... 10 

DETAILED TABLES 

1 . Child Support Payments Agreed to or Awarded. by Characteristics of All Women 
and Women With Incomes Below Poverty Level in 1989 .............................. 15 

2 . Receipt of Child Support Payments in 1989-Women With Children Present. by 
..................................................................... Type of Arrangement 16 

3 . Child Support Award Status and Reason for Non.Award. by Selected 
Characteristics for All Women and Women With lncomes Below Poverty Level in 

....................................................................................... 1989 17 
4 . Alimony or Maintenance Payments Agreed to or Awarded. by Characteristics of All 

Women and Women With Incomes Below Poverty Level in 1989 ..................... 18 
5 . Property Settlements Following Divorce-Ever-Divorced Women. by Selected 

............................................................................ Characteristics 19 

APPENDIXES 

A . Definitions and Explanations .............................................................. 
Definitions Related to Child Support. Alimony. and Property Settlements ........... 
Definitions of Social and Demographic Characteristics ............................... 
Definitions of Money Income and Poverty Status ..................................... 
Explanations of Text and Table Conventions .......................................... 

B . Introduction of the CPI-U-XI as a Price Index ............................................ 
C . Source and Accuracy of Estimates ....................................................... 

Source of Data ........................................................................... 
Accuracy of Estimates ................................................................... 

D . Facsimile of April 1990 CPS Questionnaire .............................................. 

APPENDIX TABLES 

A.1 . Annual Average Consumer Price Index (CPI-U) and (CPI-U-XI): 1977-89 ............. 23 
A.2 . Poverty Thresholds in 1989. by Size of Family and Number of Related Children 

Under 18 Years .......................................................................... 24 
C.1 . Sample Sizes and Imputation Rates ...................................................... 28 
C.2 . Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers ................................................... 29 
C.3 . Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages ............................................... 30 
C.4 . Parameters for 1989 Child Support and Alimony Report ................................ 30 
C 5  . Child Support and Alimony Factors for 1979-1 987 ...................................... 32 































15

Table 1. Child Support Payments Agreed to or Awarded, by Characteristics ol All Women and Women
Wlth lncomes Below Poverty Level in 1989

(Women 15 years and older with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1990. For meaning of symbols'
see text)

Charact€ristic

Total
(Ihous.)

Not award€dAgreed to or awarded

Totalr
Cl'hous.)

Supposed to r€ceive payments in 1989

Number
Thous.)

M€an total
mon€y income

Total
(Thous.)

Received payments
Did not receive

payments

Number
[fhous.)

Mean total
money income

Mean income
lrom child

support

Number
(thous.)

Mean total
monsy incom€

Value
(Dol.)

Stand-
ard

eror
(Dol.)

Value
(Dol.)

Stand-
ard

error
(Dol.)

Value
(Dol.)

Stand-
ard

etror
(Dol.)

Value
(Dol.)

Stand-
ard

eror
(Dol.)

ALL WOMEN
Total.. .

S t a n d a r d  
" o o r . . . . . . . . . .Cun€nl marital status:

Man'red2.
Divorced.
Separated
Widoweds.
Nerrer maried

WOMEN WITH INCOMES
BELOW POVERTY LEVEL IN
1989

Total. . .
S t a n d a r d  

" t t o t . . . . . . . . . . ,Cunent marital stat6:
Mari€d2.
Divorcad.
S€parat€d
Widor^r€d.
Norer manied

Race and Hispanic origin:
White. .
Black ..
Hispanic origina . .

Age:
15 to 17 years . . .
18 to 29 y€ars . . .
30 to gg y€ars . . .
40 years and over

Years of school completed:
Less than 12 years
High echool: 4 years . .. .. ..
Coil€gg: 1 to 3 years. .. , .. .

4 years or mor€ . . . .
Numbs of ourn children Present
lrom an absent father:

One child
Two children
Thr€e childron
Four children or mor€ . . .. ..

2,531
3,056
1,552

65
2,950

6,905
2,770
1,112

128
3,086
4,175
2,566

9,955
239

2,372
4,704
1,988

891

5,721
2,875
1,030

331

3,206
198

176
820
412

I
1,590

51
1,531
1,189

434

1,403
1,300

459
44

1,455
945
573
232

1,763
1314

536

5,748
186

1,999
2,347

648
49

704

4,661
955
452

23
1,408
2,685
1,632

875
2,916
1,293

664

1,387
132

127
577
288

6
389

962
384
177

1 5
608
568
195

455
678
240

1 4

633
446
239
69

9,274
1,A12

537
125

4,953
179

1,685
2,123

527
34

583

23't,208
2,413
1,309

741 |
2,470 |
1 ,139  |603 I

I
2,7421
1,608 |

488 |
1 1 5  |

106
525
221

4
334

827
325
148

1 5
507
500
168

391
574
211

1 4

534
37',l
215
67

4,048
791
364

1 ,190
122

9,725
151

1,215
1,634

420
28

427

3,098
551
254

1 9
912

1,796
997

494
1,888

873
470

2,O79
1,215

342
89

561
227

94

1 1
343
337
121

242
409
152

9

376
259
133
45

813
101

7',l
348
164

229

16,171 l(x)

14,469
19,456
14,891

(B)
9,495

16,632
13,898
14,758

(B)
9,938

17,006
20,668

8,201
13,535
18,462
so,872

15,799
17,465
14,863
12,217

5,O47
(B)

(B)
5,581
4,917

(B)
4,543

(B)
4,589
5,982
4,173

4,522
5,206
5,435

(B)

5,010
5,174
4,958

4,450
5,336
5,747

(B)

400
(x)

633
634

1,362
(B)

691

453
1 ,196
1,948

(B)
452
557
934

583
385
843

1,669

378
(a

(B)
606
768
(B)

622

(B)
528
585
958

737
519
823
(B)

527
601

'1,o71

(B)

507
792

1,107
1,891

461
689

1,705

2,931
3,322
3,060

(B)
1,888

3,132
2,263
2,905

2,995
{x)

(B)
1,981
3,O32
3,903

't,754
2,698
3,338
4,850

2,425
3,527
4,509
3,226

(B)
1 ,515
2,167
2,316

1,889
(B)

(B)
2, ' , t12
1,717

(B)
1,559

1,972
1S74
1,824

1,355
1 ,910
2,745

(B)

1,697
2,046
2,252

(B)

e 6 l,l
163 |
15e I
286 I
(B) |
138 

|
1 1 1  |
166 |
465 |

t
(B) |
8 8 1

12e I
248 

|
1 3 3 l
127 |
1e4 |
362 |

114
153
495
620

245
(B)

(B)
397
422
(B)

912

s25
329
693

(B)
262
463
621

253
381
579
(B)

369
417
629
(B)

1,224
88

663
393
146
26

377 J
69

35
177
57
4

105

266
98
54

4
164
162
47

148
165
59

b

158
112
86
22

470
489
107

6
156

950
241
1 t 0

4
295
617
312

248
582
266
133

t3,181
16,707
11,282

(B)
7,768

13,845
15,772
10,747

(B)
7,929

13,165
20,606

6,170
13,093
15,590
27,151

14,235
14,852
10,173

(B)

| 5,358
I (B)
I
I tel
| 5,9s2
I (B)
| (B)

| 
5,282

I
I 5,oso
| 6,228

| 
(B)

I
I (B)
| 4,754
| 5,757

| 
(B)

I
| 4,764
| 5,s00
I 6,378

I 
(B)

I
I n,z'ts
I s,gge
| 5,861
| (B)

13,761
(x)

624
(x)

951
't,120

1,560
(B)

896

(B)
7U
760

't,571

594
854

1,269
2,210

606
(B)

(B)
835
(B)
(B)

8@

(B)
831
996
(B)

838
790

2,269
(B)

876
854

1,369
(B)

736
1 ,311
1,945

911
1,(X4
1,402

(B)

716
1,235

(B)

4,207
160

532
708
704

1 6
2,246

2,243
1 ,815

60

104
1,678
1,490

934

1,497
1,788

695
227

2,447
1,061

49{l
m5

49
244
324

2
1,201

800
931
359

36
923
621
239

9A
622
219
30

422
500
334
163

1,819
150

10,834(n
14,976
14,044
11,621

(B)
8,611

11,794
9,814
8,620

897
7,504

12,375
15,469

5,955
11,787
13,3(X
27,953

't1,757
9,971
9,758
7,122

4,NA
(B)

4,925
4,473
4,1U

(B)
5,075
5,155

(B)
4,',|0/.

(B)
3,918
5,151
4,860

3,952
4,6:t5
5,740

(B)

3,611
4,435
5,587
5,907

s28
(x)

1,588
705
690
(B)

351

518
414

1,O27

251
330
504

1,004

319
426
059

3,326

200
(B)

(B)
7U
711
(B)

290

395
359
772

(B)
917
173
812

349
429
782
(B)

350
451
630

1,046

4,893
5,121
7,725
6,481

rlncludes a small numbgr of urom€n who were not supposed to receive payments in tggg. 2lncludes remanied wom€n whose previous maniage ended in

airo.iiil'**"iniiliiJ iilileo *o-m!=n dtrose previousnidrri;ge inGa in aivo?ca awomen of Hispanic origin mav be ol anv race'
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