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EEO County Sets throughout the United States and Puerto Rico consist of one or more counties that meet a minimum population requirement based on U.S. Census Bureau Population Estimates Program population estimates for July 1, 2018 (Vintage 2018).  

Counties are the geographic building blocks for EEO minimum 50,000 population County Sets (County Set 50s), and County Set 50s are the building blocks of EEO minimum 100,000 population County Sets (County Set 100s).  This document presents the general rules for creating and naming the County Set 50s, and “Geographic-Classification-2018-EEO-County-Set-100s” does the same for the County Set 100s.    

General Rules for Creating and Naming EEO County Set 50s

 1.	The 2018 County Sets’ composition and names are based on Census Bureau July 1, 2018 (Vintage 2018) population estimates.
 2.	All counties are accounted for within each state.  County Set 50 populations within each state sum to the Census Bureau July 1, 2018 population estimate for the state.
 3.	All counties with a July 1, 2018 population estimate of 50,000 or more stand alone unless aggregated with a county or counties of less than 50,000 population to create a County Set 50.
 4.	Groups of small counties are aggregated to create County Set 50s of 50,000 population or more.
 5.	The counties within each County Set are contiguous.
 6.	No County Set crosses state lines.  All counties within any County Set are within the same state.
 7.	Counties are grouped within metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas when feasible.
 8.	Lists of counties and County Sets are listed alphabetically within state by (1) County Set 100, (2) County Set 50, and (3) county name.
 9.	The words “County Set” are not included in the County Set name.  Also, the suffix “50” is not included in the County Set name unless that name otherwise duplicates a County Set 100 name and the two County Sets feature different territorial coverage.  For example:  “Northwest Minnesota 50” and “Northwest Minnesota 100.”
10.	County Set 50 codes start with the FIPS state code, followed by “CS” and the consecutive number of the alphabetized County Set 50s within state starting at 001.
11.	The state name is not included in the County Set name unless it is preceded by a directional description.  For example: “Southeast Alaska.”
12.	If a County Set is composed of four or fewer counties, the County Set name is the same as all the counties themselves in alphabetical order.  For example: “Blackford+Jay+Randolph.”
13.	For large groupings of small counties, the County Set may be named using a general description that fits the part of the state in which it is found.  For example: “Northwest Panhandle.”
14.	If a general geographic definition cannot be used in the name of the County Set, the name of the most centrally located county is selected and “and Nearby Counties” is added.  (The most centrally located county is based on the number of counties to which it is adjacent within the County Set’s designated geography.)  If more than one county is centrally located, the county with the largest Census Bureau July 1, 2018 population estimate is used.  For example: “Elk and Nearby Counties” in Kansas.  
	

Syntax and Abbreviations
 1.	Multiple names are separated by the plus sign (+) in the name.  For example: “Brown+Coleman+Mills.”
 2.	Directional descriptions used in County Set names are presented in full.  For example: “Northeast Colorado.”
 3.	When a County Set 50 and a County Set 100 share the same name but feature different territorial coverages, the “50” and “100” suffixes are added to the County Set names.
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