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Statistics in Schools

Statistics in Schools (SIS) is an ongoing 
program created using Census Bureau 
data.  SIS provides free pre-K-12 
classroom materials to improve 
students’ statistical literacy and 
prepare them for an increasingly data-
driven world.
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SIS Program Goals

• Educate the public, specifically by improving statistical literacy of students
• Demonstrate applicability and utility of statistics and statistical concepts in 

educational activities
• Increase the Census Bureau’s brand recognition
• Improve the public’s familiarity with the work of the Census Bureau
• Encourage public cooperation in Census Bureau surveys and censuses 
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English Activities
• Elementary

Narratives and Names: To provide context for this activity, teachers 
will give students an overview of the Census Bureau. Then, students 
will complete a Quickwrite about their name and its history.

• Middle
Numbers That Tell a Story: Using State Facts for Students, a data 
access tool from the U.S. Census Bureau, students will explore data 
about their state and voice their opinions on how the population 
has changed over time. 

• High 
"To Kill a Mockingbird": An Introduction to 1930s America: This 
activity teaches students about the setting of Harper Lee’s famous 
novel “To Kill a Mockingbird,” which takes place during 3 years 
(1933–1935) of the Great Depression. 
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How is Young Adulthood Changing?
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History Activities
• Elementary

"I Have a Dream" – Learning About Martin Luther King Jr.:  Students will 
analyze census data and graphs that demonstrate how certain 
aspects of the lives of African-Americans have changed since civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his “I Have a Dream” 
speech in 1963.

• Middle
Examining Changes in Data - African Americans' Education Levels 
Through the Years: Students will analyze and compare census data 
on the education levels of African-Americans in 1850 and in 1880. 

• High
The Progressives and the 1920 Census: Students will interpret 
and analyze a political cartoon about the 1920 Census to better 
understand how the census was related to the Progressive movement 
of the early 20th century.
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The History of the Telephone
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Percentage of U.S. Households with 
Landline Telephone Service
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Math Activities
• Elementary

Changes in My State: Students will learn about their state as they 
collect and organize business information using State Facts for 
Students, a U.S. Census Bureau data tool.

• Middle
Fitting a Line to Data - Earnings and Educational Attainment: 
Students will investigate the relationship between earnings and 
different levels of educational attainment by creating a scatter 
plot, adding an approximate line of best fit to the plot, and 
judging the line’s accuracy.

• High
Analyzing Relationships: Marriage, Divorce, and Linear 
Regression: Students will examine census data on marriage and 
divorce rates for women and men in each state and the District 
of Columbia.
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Differences in Earnings Across Sex and 
Educational Attainment
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Distribution of U.S. State Median Earnings for Men and 
Women Whose Highest Level of Education Is a 

Bachelor’s Degree 
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Sociology Activities

The Modern Family: Changes in Structure and Living Arrangements in the 
United States: Students will learn why families are important social 
institutions and how family structures, household sizes, and living 
arrangements have changed substantially since the 1970s.

An Investigation Into Immigration and Migration in the United States: 
Students will use tables and visualizations of data about geographic 
mobility to explore rates and patterns of migration within, and 
immigration to, the United States.

Poverty In America:  Students will explore census data, including 
infographics and reports, to better understand rates of poverty in the 
nation.
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• The percentage of young adults today 
who are foreign born has more than 
doubled since 1980 (15 percent versus 6 
percent).

• Prior generations of young adults were 
more likely to have ever served in the 
armed services: 9 percent were veterans 
in 1980, compared with 2 percent today.

• Only about three in 10 young adults have 
ever been married, down from six in 10 in 
1980.
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An Analysis of the Millennial Generation



CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

Geography Activities

• Elementary/Middle
Getting to Know Your Neighbor:  Students will create a population pyramid and 
examine data about their school’s county. 
Analyzing Correlations of Education and Income:  Students will explore maps 
containing census data from 1950 through 2000 and analyze how education 
levels and median household incomes have changed over time.

• High
Mapping and Analyzing Race and Ethnicity: Students will use the Census Data 
Mapper data access tool to map, visualize, and analyze the geographic 
distribution of various races and ethnicities in the United States.
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Examining Changes to the Environment 
Through Pictures and Data
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Examining Changes to the Environment 
Through Pictures and Data

Category Historical Data Current Data 

Number of houses 249,991 (1900) 3,371,062 
(2010) 

Number of businesses 39,776* (1900) 1,050,911 
(2012) 

Population 3,437,202 (1900) 8,175,133 
(2010) 
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*Business data in 1900 count only manufacturers (companies who create products), not all retail or service businesses. 

New York City, NY
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Statistics in Schools Resources

• Monthly Fun Facts
• Warm-Up Activities
• Videos
• Primary Resources
• Monthly Newsletter
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State Facts for Students
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Scavenger Hunt: Where is Gina the Geographer
• Students will participate in an online scavenger hunt based on a story that a 

geographer named Gina, who loves to travel, has escaped to an undisclosed location. 
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“I have a sweet tooth and eat candy maybe a little 
more often than I should (don’t tell my dentist!). This 
state/territory had only one candy and nut store in 
2016, so I knew I couldn’t go there. Which 
state/territory can you eliminate?”
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Coming Soon:  New Art Resources
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Fun Facts and 5-Minute Challenges
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Constitution Day Resources
o 5 Minute Challenge Warm-Up Activities: 

Apportionment Map 
The Amazing Apportionment Machine 

o Fourth of July Fun Facts 
Related Activities: 

o Authorizing the First Census –The Significance of Population Data (HS) 
o Population Profile of Our New Nation: A Comparison of the 1790 and 1800 Censuses (MS) 
o Trends in Congressional Apportionment (HS) 
o Voting Trends in America, 1964-2014 (ES) 
o An Investigation Into Immigration and Migration in the United States (HS) 
o 19th Century Immigration - Causes & Effects (HS) 
o Art Activity – Patriotic Pinwheel (Skills: construction, 3D design, shapes, measuring, physical 
science) – coming soon 
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What’s New for 2020?
Our 2020 SIS materials will leverage 
Census data and hands-on activities to 
remind educators, parents, and students 
of the importance of 2020 Census 
completion. SIS will provide:
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New activities –
making a total of 

more than 200 
available!

Engaging 
videos

Large, colorful maps 
with fun census-based 

facts about the country 
and its territories, 

including state-by-state 
comparisons. 

A storybook with 
activities for children 

in preschool and 
early grades.

Resources for 
English language 
learners and adult 

students studying 
English as a second 

language

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All materials are free, downloadable online, and designed by teachers to support a variety of subjects. 
For grades pre-K through Grade 12 
New SIS materials include:
A total of 67 new activities for grades pre-K through 12 that have students use data in fun, interactive ways to build a variety of skills in subjects like history, math, geography, and English. 
Engaging videos for students pre-K through Grade 12 
Large, colorful maps that draw students in with fun census-based facts about the country and its territories, including state-by-state comparisons. 
A storybook with activities and a music video for children in preschool and early grades.
Resources for English language learners and adult English as a second language students
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Materials Development

• 67 new activities for students in pre-K through grade 12

• Activities and resources for ELL and adult ESL students with 
corresponding educator guides.
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“How the Census Helps My 
Community and Me” “Diversity in My Home 

and Community”“Reapportionment”
“Constitution Day”

“Diversity:  Languages Spoken in the United States”
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SIS Worksheets
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Administrator Kit
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Frequently 
Asked Questions

Program 
Overview

Printable Information 
for teachers

Timeline and Next 
Steps for Schools

Student Take 
Home Flyer
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Pre-K Materials

• Activity Book
• Song/Music Video
• Webisode
• Classroom Worksheets
• Take-home letter to parents
explaining the materials available and how to get involved
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Videos for Teachers and Students
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“Getting an Accurate Count”

“What Will You do After High School?”

“The 2020 Census Challenge”

“Chance of a Decade”
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Wall Maps
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Teacher Ambassador Program
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SIS ambassadors will champion the program in 
their classrooms, schools, and communities, and in 
doing so promote a complete 2020 Census count. 
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Partnerships
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“Empowering students to be educated consumers of data.”

https://www.socialstudies.org/
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Conferences
• National Council of Teachers Mathematics
• Head Start Association 
• National Charter School Conference
• Association of Middle Level Education (speaking)
• National Association for the Education of Young Children 

(speaking)
• National Council for the Social Studies (speaking)
• Council of Great City Schools (speaking)
• National School Board Association (speaking)
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Shape the future for 
our children. Start Here.
The 2020 Census has especially important consequences for 
education. Information gathered by the 2020 Census will be 
used to drive local school planning and decisions regarding 
the allocation of federal funds for schools.
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Special 
education

Teacher 
training

Technology

School lunch 
assistance

Head 
Start

After-school 
programs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Responses to the 2020 Census will also drive decisions about funding for services that influence student readiness for learning, such as maternal and child health programs, and housing, heating, and food assistance. An accurate count of ALL children will help ensure that these funding and policy decisions are based on accurate information.
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You Can Make the Difference
Help shape the future of your schools, students, and 
community by partnering with Statistics in Schools 

 Inform parents/guardians and educators about the 
census, its benefits, and key dates.

 Send a direct message to your users/members about 
census key dates. 

 Include 2020 Census messaging in your existing 
communications channels. 

 THINK BIG! Work with Census to brainstorm new ways to 
support a complete and accurate count.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Examples of partner support include: 
Inform parents and educators about the census, its benefits, and key dates.
Send a direct message to your users/members about census key dates. 
Create in-app or online notifications with prompts to take the census.
Include 2020 Census messaging in your existing communications channels. 
THINK BIG! Work with Census to brainstorm new ways to support a complete and accurate count. 
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Contact Statistics in Schools

Email: victoria.r.glasier@census.gov
or

statsinschools@census.gov

Telephone: (301) 763-4030
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