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Agenda
• The importance of a complete count

• Statistics in Schools Overview

• Overview of SIS Week: Everyone Counts! 

• Beyond the 2020 Census

• Questions? Shape your future:
The 2020 Census

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLFjPTogMIs
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The importance of a complete count
• Refresher on Statistics in Schools

• Overview of SIS Week: Everyone Counts! 

• Beyond the 2020 Census

• Questions?
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In 2010, 2 million
children went 

uncounted 
– U.S. Census Bureau, 2016
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• The importance of a complete count

Statistics in Schools Overview
• Overview of SIS Week: Everyone Counts! 

• Beyond the 2020 Census

• Questions?
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What Is Statistics in Schools?
• Statistics in Schools (SIS) is an education program 

fueled by the U.S. Census Bureau and created by 
teachers, for teachers.

• The program leverages census data to create 
engaging, free, and easily downloadable 
classroom activities for students in grades 
pre-K through 12.

• SIS is an ongoing program that teachers across 
the country have been using since 2014, and 
the 2020 Census-related materials will add to 
the more than 150 resources that are already 
available.



CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS 9 For Internal and Deliberative Use Only9CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

SIS and the 
2020 Census
• SIS plays a huge role in promoting the 

2020 Census, relaying important 
messages through trusted voices in 
established school communities.

• New SIS materials highlight the importance 
of everyone, especially children, being 
counted in the 2020 Census.

• By educating students about the 
importance of being counted, we 
encourage them to share that message 
with an adult in their home who will 
complete the census.
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Why the 2020 Census Matters to Education
• An accurate count of ALL children is critical for educators and their 

students because 2020 Census responses drive decisions about the 
distribution of federal funds for programs such as:

• Special education

• Free and reduced-price lunch

• Class sizes

• Classroom technology

• Teacher training

• After-school programs

• Head Start

• Playground and public parks

• Public transportation
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SIS Also Has Materials for Young Children

For the 2010 Census, the net undercount for children from 
birth to age 4 was greater than for any other age range: 
4.6 %, or almost 1 million children.
The impact of missing nearly 1 million children can be felt for a 
decade after the count, including reductions in funding for:

Medicaid

Public 
schools Special 

Supplemental 
Nutrition 

Program for 
Women, Infants, 

and Children 
(WIC) Head 

Start
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Conferences

Outreach to School Administrators 

Digital Outreach Campaign

SIS Ambassadors 

PSAs

Partnerships

13CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

SIS in the
Community
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Accomplishments
Statistics in Schools Distribution  

14,347 - Administrator booklets 
mailed to superintendents in October 
2019

117,229 - Administrator booklet and 3 
large wall maps mailed to schools in 
January 2020

02.20.2020-An email was sent to the 
superintendents of the top 50 school 
districts (based on population) to 
promote SIS Week
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• The importance of a complete count

• Refresher on Statistics in Schools

Overview of SIS Week: Everyone 
Counts! 

• Beyond the 2020 Census

• Questions?
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SIS Goal:
Unite educators and 
engage students in a 
mission to achieve a 

complete count in the 
2020 Census with a focus 

on hard-to-count 
communities.

SIS Week: Everyone 
Counts! Goal:

Amplify the importance 
of responding to the 
2020 Census through 
an intensive week of 

activities and 
promotion featuring 
the SIS program and 

resources.
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Daily Themes
The daily themes outline a week of integrated activities and promotion featuring the SIS 
program and its resources. Audiences can participate each day or opt in for just some.

• You can promote the week as a 
whole, while the daily themes 
provide additional detail on what 
will happen each day.

• Teachers can participate in all 
days of the week or just some.

• All daily themes and activities will 
fit into any classroom, regardless of 
grade level or subject.

• Themes will be adjusted for Puerto 
Rico and the four Island Areas. 
Separate pages on the SIS website 
will outline details for those 
activities.
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Educator Roadmap

19



CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS

March 2: What Is the 2020 Census?
Introduce the 2020 Census to each grade level by showcasing new SIS materials. This day will 
highlight the featured activities for each grade level. Activities are available on the SIS website. 

20

https://census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/2020-resources.html
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March 3: Apportionment
Students will learn what congressional apportionment is, how it works, why it is important, and how it 
relates to the decennial census. Students in grades K-2 will create and take a survey to explain the 
concept of the census. All materials for this day will be available on the SIS website.
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March 4: Diversity Collage
Have schools develop their own diversity collage to highlight diversity in the classroom and 
make the connection to how the census questionnaire highlights diversity in our country. All 
materials for this day will be available on the SIS website. 

The activity will ask 
students to answer 
questions on paper 
squares to form the 
collage.

The activity will ask teachers to assemble a classroom collage from 
individual student paper squares. A classroom discussion guide will explore 
diversity and aspirations of the class. Teachers will be asked to photograph 
and share their collages online.
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March 5: Virtual Field Trip
Schools will participate in a virtual field trip allowing students to visit the U.S. Census 
Bureau to learn more about how census data is collected and used. The field trip will be 
accessible via the SIS website, along with all other materials for this day. 

• The field trip will be a 15-minute pre-taped “show” broken into four or five segments 
woven together with host commentary. 

• This activity will provide unique access to behind-the-scenes interviews with Census 
Bureau experts (e.g., members of the geography and data visualization teams) and 
key partners.

• Classrooms will be provided with pre- and post-trip activities to further engage 
students. 

• A live Twitter Chat will accompany the field trip on March 5 to promote online 
conversation and extend SIS promotion.
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March 6: Shape My Community’s Future
Younger students will draw and write about what they want to see in their community and will 
give the adults in their home homework by asking them to answer brief questions about what 
they want to see in their community. Older students will write a letter to a community leader to 
encourage them to complete the 2020 Census and spread the word. All materials for this day will 
be available on the SIS website. 

The key ask on this day is for educators to send home the SIS take home flyer with all students 
after they complete the Friday activity.
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How You Can Get Involved

We want educators to get excited for SIS Week and 
agree to have their teachers and students participate. 
You can support this goal by using resources in our Partner 
Toolkit to take the following actions: 

• Reach out to state superintendents and principals to 
utilize our SIS materials in their schools.

• Request local schools pledge to send home the take 
home flyer.

• Promote the SIS Week: Everyone Counts! webpage.

• Include 2020 Census messaging in your existing 
communications channels.

25
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Materials You Can Share

• All materials available for download 
can be found at census.gov/schools

• SIS general brochure

• Frequently Asked Questions flyer

• Resources for Every Age flyer

• Census SIS Roadmap

• SIS Administrators Kit
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• The importance of a complete count

• Statistics in Schools Overview

• Overview of SIS Week: Everyone Counts! 

Beyond the 2020 Census
• Questions?

27CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS
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Beyond the 2020 Census
• The Statistics in Schools program offers 

many materials that can be used well 
beyond the 2020 Census.

• These materials include classroom 
activities categorized by subject area 
and grade level, Fun Facts for various 
holidays, Warm-Up Activities, and more.

• Visit census.gov/schools to explore all SIS 
materials — both ongoing program 
materials and 2020-specific materials. 
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• The importance of a complete count

• Statistics in Schools Overview

• Overview of SIS Week: Everyone Counts! 

• Beyond the 2020 Census

Questions?
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Thank you!
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