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Race and Hispanic Origin Research
 

• Outreach and stakeholder engagement 

• Federal Register Notice public comments
 

• Mid-decade research and testing plans 

• Timeline for making decisions 
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Engagement and Discussion
 
With Stakeholders and Advisors
 

•	 Census Bureau National Advisory Committee
 

•	 OMB Federal Interagency Working Group 

•	 Myriad racial and ethnic communities, 
organizations, and leaders 

•	 Academic scholars and expert researchers 
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Public Comments on the 2015 NCT
 
Federal Register Notice (FRN)
 

• Notice for public comment published in the 

Federal Register on December 2, 2014
 

•	 Census Bureau alerted members of National 
Advisory Committee and hundreds of other 
stakeholders, advisors, and community leaders 
to the release of the FRN 

•	 Shared message during public briefings 

•	 Helped elicit public comments on 2015 NCT 
research plans 
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Federal Register Notice on 2015 NCT
 
•	 Presented overall objectives for the 2015 NCT 

•	 Described major research dimensions for 2020 
Census content (race and ethnicity, relationship, 
and within-household coverage) 

•	 Requested public feedback on research plans 

•	 All comments were reviewed and addressed   
in submission of 2015 NCT testing plans for 
U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 

•	 Responses to comments will be made public 
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Public Comments on 2015 NCT FRN
 


-

-
-
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--
-

--- --- ---Responses to - - -- -- - -- -Comment 1
 -2015 NCT FRN… --

-

- Comment 2
 

Comment 3
 

4,550 13,116 
submissions comments 

58
 
topics
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Public Comments on 2015 NCT FRN
 

Major Topic Areas for Public Comments Number of 
Comments Percent 

TOTAL (from 4,550 submissions) 13,116 100.0% 
 Middle Eastern or North African Category 12,293 93.7% 
 Race and Ethnicity 265 2.0% 
 Relationship 13 0.1% 
Within-Household Coverage 96 0.7% 
Web-Based Data Collection; Contact Strategies 104 0.8% 
 Sample Design 82 0.6% 
 Language Assistance 258 2.0% 
 Comments Not Related to Scope of 2015 NCT 5 0.0% 
Note: Percentages do not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 
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Comments on Testing a
 
Middle Eastern or North African Category
 
Received 4,509 submissions related to testing a 
“Middle Eastern or North African” (MENA) category 
Submissions included 12,293 comments, covering 11 topics 

•	 4,473 comments expressed strong support for testing MENA; 
15 comments did not support testing MENA 

•	 3,727 comments expressed strong disagreement with the 
classification of MENA as “White” 

•	 3,301 comments advised that MENA is racially diverse 

•	 737 comments on which countries or ethnic groups to 
include or exclude as MENA 
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Public Comments on 2015 NCT FRN
 

Major Topic Areas for Public Comments Number of 
Comments Percent 

TOTAL (from 4,550 submissions) 13,116 100.0% 
 Middle Eastern or North African Category 12,293 93.7% 
 Race and Ethnicity 265 2.0% 
 Relationship 13 0.1% 
Within-Household Coverage 96 0.7% 
Web-Based Data Collection; Contact Strategies 104 0.8% 
 Sample Design 82 0.6% 
 Language Assistance 258 2.0% 
 Comments Not Related to Scope of 2015 NCT 5 0.0% 
Note: Percentages do not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 
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Comments on Testing
 
for Race and Ethnicity Questions
 

Received 40 submissions related to race and ethnicity testing 
Submissions included 265 comments, covering 22 topics 

•	 Concern disaggregated data for Native Hawaiians and Other 
Pacific Islanders (NHPI) will not be published (101 comments) 

•	 Retention of detailed Asian and NHPI checkboxes; 
quality of data for detailed Hispanic groups (102 comments) 

•	 Support for combined question approach (33 comments) 
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Public Comments on 2015 NCT FRN
 

Number of Major Topic Areas for Public Comments Percent Comments 
TOTAL (from 4,550 submissions) 13,116 100.0% 

 Middle Eastern or North African Category 12,293 93.7% 
 Race and Ethnicity 265 2.0% 
 Relationship 13 0.1% 
Within-Household Coverage 96 0.7% 
Web-Based Data Collection; Contact Strategies 104 0.8% 
 Sample Design 82 0.6% 
 Language Assistance 258 2.0% 
 Comments Not Related to Scope of 2015 NCT 5 0.0% 
Note: Percentages do not add to 100.0 due to rounding.
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    Public Comments on 2015 NCT FRN
 

Additional topics within submissions 
•	 Support for testing same-sex relationship categories 

(11 comments) 
•	 Test within-household coverage beyond the Internet 

(80 comments) 
•	 Develop strong mobile platform (81 comments) 
•	 Oversample various small populations (82 comments)
 

12
 



 
 

     
 

 

   
 

   
 

 

    Public Comments on 2015 NCT FRN
 

Comments on language assistance 

•	 Provide language assistance in multiple languages 
(84 comments) 

•	 Include specific Asian languages (80 comments) 

•	 Ensure there are high-quality translations (80 comments)
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Overview of the 2015 NCT
 
•	 Census Day of September 1, 2015 
•	 Use a large nationally representative sample, 

including Puerto Rico 
•	 Evaluate and compare different census content, 

including race and Hispanic origin, relationship, 
and within-household coverage 

•	 Refine estimates of national self response and Internet 
response rates and continue testing different contact 
strategies for optimizing self response 

•	 Conduct content reinterview that includes a subsample 
of respondents, to measure accuracy of race/origin 
and coverage 
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Update on Race and Ethnic Research
 
Plans for 2015 National Content Test
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Goals for Mid-Decade
 
Race and Hispanic Origin Research
 
Four Key Dimensions to Explore 
•	 Separate questions vs. combined question 

•	 “Middle Eastern or North African” (MENA) 
category 

•	 Instruction wording and terminology 

•	 Web-based designs to improve question 
understanding and optimize reporting of detailed 
racial and ethnic groups 
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- NOTE: Please answer BOTH Question 8 about Hispanic 
origin and Question 9 about race . For this census, 
Hispanic origins are not races. 

8. I s Person l of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin? 
Mark IXI one 01 more boxes ANO pant onom. 

0 No. not of Hispanic. Latino. 0< Spanish or1g1n 

0 Yes. Mexican. Mex!can Am .• Clllcano 

0 Yes. Puerto Rican 

0 Yes. CUban 

0 Yes. anotller Hispanic. Labno, or SpanlSh origin - Prin~ 
fOt example, Salvadoran, Domtntcan, Colombum, Guatemalan, 
Spaniard, Ecuadotian, etc. 1 

9. What is Person l 's race ? Mark!mone0tm0teboxe.s 
AND pmt ongm. 

O Wtite - Pnm. tor example. Getman. lmh. EngW.. 
Italian, Lebanese. Egypban, e£_ I 

0 Black Of African Am. - Pnnt. tor example. Amcan Amencan. 
JamaJC.an, Haman, Mgenan, Erhlopian, 5oma/li)fl, etc I 

O Amertcan Indian Of Alaska Nabve - Pnnt name of enrolled or 
pnnapal tnbe(•). for example. Navajo NatJOn. BJad<feet Tnbe. 
Mayan, Aztec, Natwe VIiiage ot Barrow lnuf)iat TradtJonal Government, 
Nome EsJomo Communit)', etc. I 

O Chinese 

D Filipino 

D Vietnamese D Native Hawaiian 

D K0<ean 

D Asian Indian D Japanese 

D Other Asian - Prilll. 
for example, Palmtan/, 
Cambodian, Hmong, etc_ I 

D Samoan 

D Chamorro 

D Other Pacific Islander -
Pnnt. tor example. Tongan. 
Ftli)fl, Maf'5ha/Jese, etc. 1 

D some otller race - Pnnr iace orongrn 1 

8 . What is Person l 's race or origin? Marlcr1llone0tmoteb0xes 
ANDpMtOflt}Jno 

D Whit• - Pnnt. tor example, German. l~h. English. nalian. 
Lebanese, Egyptian, etc 1 

O Hlsponic, l..'ltlno, or Sponlsh origin - Pririt. tor example. 
Mex1tan or MetlCan American, Puerto Rican, CUban, 
Salvadoran, Oomimcan, COiombian, etc. 1 

O Block or Afri con Am. - Pnnl. for example. Atncan Amencan, 
Jamaican, HaltJan, Nl{}enan, Ethiopian, Somalian, ere. 1 

O Aslon -Pnnl. tor example. Ctwnese. F1lipmo. Asan lndlan. 
Vletllam0'8. KOffffl. Japanese, en:. 1 

O Americon Ind Ion or Alosk• Notive - Prirr name of enrolled or 
pnncipa/ tnbe(•J. tor example. Navap Naoon. BJad<feer Ttibe. 
Mayan, Aztec. Natrve Vilage of Barrow tnupiat Traditional Gove/Mlenl, 
Nome E.iumo CommtHlity, ere. 1 

O Notiv• H•w•ll•n or Other Pocific lslonder - Pnnt. for example. 
NatNe Hawa1li)fl, Samoan, Chamorro, Toogan, Fijian, Marshallese, etc. I 

O Some other roce or origin - Pnnt race or origm 7 

Dimension 1: Separate vs. Combined
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Dimension 2: “MENA” Category
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D Middle Eastern or North African - Print, for example, 

Leb anese, Iranian, Egyptian, Syrian, Moroccan, Algerian, etc. J 

Dimension 2: “MENA” Category
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Design Rationale for Detailed Groups
 
• Census Bureau collects and tabulates detailed,
 

disaggregated data for many detailed groups
 

•	 Analysis of decennial census and American 
Community Survey data shows that for most major 
U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
categories, a handful of groups comprise vast majority 
of respective population 

•	 Include six examples to reflect diversity of category’s 
OMB definition 
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Design Rationale for Detailed Groups
 
•	 About four of every five respondents would see 

themselves in examples or detailed checkboxes 

•	 The Census Bureau identified largest groups in the 
United States that represent the different geographic 
regions referenced in each of the OMB race and ethnic 
group definitions 

•	 Balance and equity -- present groups in population size 
order (largest to smallest) 

•	 2015 NCT research will determine which approach is 
best for collecting race and ethnic data 
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Dimension 3: Instructions and Terms
 

Instruction Wording: 
•	 Mark [X] one or more boxes. 
•	 Mark all boxes that apply… 

Note, you may report more than one group. 

Alternatives for Terminology: 
•	 “Race,” “Ethnicity,” “Origin” 
•	 Which categories describe you? 
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Dimension 4: Web-Based Designs
 

Initial Screen for Race and Ethnicity 
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Dimension 4: Web-Based Designs 
Subsequent Screens for Detailed Responses
 

Screen for Hispanic, 
Latino, or Spanish 

Screen for 
Black or African Am. Screen for Asian 

Guatemalan, Peruvian Liberian, Barbadian Bangladeshi, Hmong 
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Modified Designs for Paper
 
•	 Much more limited in paper-based designs 

•	 Exception to paper design requirements for 
2015 NCT enabled us to experiment with  
detailed checkbox designs 

•	 Developed modification with multiple-detailed 
checkboxes for all groups 
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8. Which categof"ies descr-ibe Person 1? llarkoil'oo.r:~u•.1;11~ 

AHO pltrl Gfl!;r.US ii £M ~pacu Delow Ha.e, yoo miY tepar motl! £11Mi one grDCf). 

D WHITT- - - below. 

D Gemun D Irish D Engist. 

D HISPANIC, LATINO, OR SPANISH ORIGIN-----

0 =~ D PuenoRic.>-1 D c.-. 
D s.-..i D 0omnicon D ~ 

Pm, for ... rrplo, ~ Sp.niaid, Ecwdotian, ell:.1 

D BLACK OR AFRICAN AM. - - d<lais b<Jow. 

D Aln<Jn Americ3tl D J.....,;c.y, D H.liban 

D Ngeri>n D Ethqloan D SMUi3n 

Pm, for exarrplo, Gh.a'an, Scull Abican, s.tl>acf.ltl, • lc.1 

D ASIAN - ----
0 O unese 0 Fi pR> D A""1 llda<i 

D v-...-... D Ka..., D .l3pJnPsP 

Pm, forpxarrplo, P_.,,, ~ ftnong, elc.1 

D AMERICAN INDIAN OR ALASKA NATIVE- - d<lilib below. 

D Aml!ric.>n 1mian D AlosbNz.v• 0 =:1= 
Pm, forex•rrplo, -;joNalioll,-Tl'ft, At.yan,Aztec, 
- · \41ago of &now I~ Nome Ea;"" Comnnly, ele.1 

D MIOOL£ EASTERN OR NORTH AFRICAN - PnMdo delab below. 

D L-.ese D ir..m D Egyptian 

D ~ D Maro=n D Algerian 

Pm. forexanpte, '5r.B, I~ Tlfl3ial, etc. 7 

D NATIVE HAWAIIAN OR OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER -----0 -,.. Haw.Ji..., D Samoan D C11amono 

D rong<ill DFii'"' D -
Prn. for ....-pie, P.i.uan, T an6an, ChtU;-, <le. 1 

Modified Designs for Paper
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8. Which categories describe Person 1? Mark all boxes that apply 
AND print details in the spaces below. Note, you may report more than one group. 

D WHITE - Provide details below. 

D German D Irish D English 

D Italian D Polish D French 

Print, for example, Scottish, Norwegian, Dutch, etc. 7. 

D HISPANIC, LATINO, OR SPANISH ORIGIN - Provide details below. 

D Mexican or 
Mexican American 

D Salvadoran 

D 
D 

Puerto Rican 

Dominican 

D 
D 

Cuban 

Colombian 

Print, for example, Guatemalan, Spaniard, Ecuadorian, etc. 7. 

D BLACK OR AFRICAN AM. - Provide details below. 

D 

D African American 

D Nigerian 

D 
D 

Jamaican 

Ethiopian 

D 
D 

Haitian 

Somalian 

Print, for example, Ghanaian, South African, Barbadian, etc. 7. 

ASIAN - Provide details below. 

D Chinese D Filipino D Asian Indian 

D Vietnamese D Korean D Japanese 

Print for e xamo/e Pakistani Ca mbodian Hm ona etc 1 
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   Timeline for Making Decisions
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QUESTIONS ?
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