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What is CEDSCI? 
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User Experience and  
User Interface 

Technology Infrastructure 
and Support 

Metadata & Data Repository 

Geo Services 

Table Services 

Visualizations 

Integration with 
Census.gov 

Sophisticated User 

Expert User 

CEDSCI Initial Release 

Dissemination 
Services and Tools 

CEDSCI will establish a modernized technology platform that leverages existing innovations to 
provide a set of shared data dissemination services that enable consumers to do more with the 
massive amounts of valuable content we publish year round. 



CEDSCI Vision 
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 Enable data to be easily discovered, 
accessed, and consumed 

 Make data useful for a diverse set of 
customer needs (internal and external) 

 Take advantage of digital opportunities 
 Consolidate data dissemination systems, 

processes, and tools while using existing tools 
better to drive efficient and effective 
enterprise-wide dissemination operations 

 Centralize and standardize the data, 
metadata, and software needed to build 
dissemination tools 
 



CEDSCI’s Iterative Approach 
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CEDSCI is being developed in an iterative process with stakeholder feedback driving continuous 
improvements along the way 

Alpha 
Phase1 

Alpha 
Phase 2 

Alpha 
Phase 3 

Alpha 
Phase 4 

Alpha 
Phase 5 Beta 

Dec 2015 

Continuous Integration of Stakeholder Feedback 

Feb/Mar 2016 May/June 2016  Aug/Sept 2016 Nov/Dec 2016 Dec 2016 

Where we 
are today 



Alpha Phase 1 Testing Recap 
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Participants 
• Steering committees from SDC and CIC 

• Small number of users from the data dissemination specialist 

 

Results 
• Received over 50 comments from stakeholders 
• Incorporated 13 of the comments into the Alpha Phase 2 release 



Enhancement Highlights 
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 Include a keyword search that allows 
users to type in what they are 

searching for in addition to the Data 
Explore facets 

Create an advanced search path 
with options like dataset and 

program since most people have 
no idea what these mean in terms 

of what they are looking for 

Ability to view or download tables 
without having to preview 

Improve the display of the table 
results with more prominent shading 
and provide users with the option to 
sort, filter, and page the list of table 

results 

Option to select “All Counties”, “All 
States”, etc. 

Enhancements to allow users to 
manipulate data within a table: create 

custom tables, perform percentage 
calculations, or view more than one 

table at a time 

Allow users to select geographies 
based on FIPS codes – to service 

experienced users 

Make Your Selection Box visible 
when scrolling down the page 

Ability to filter within the more 
geographies box by state and county 

Stakeholder Feedback 



Alpha Phase 2 Testing Overview 
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Alpha Phase 2 Testing Goals 
• Share CEDSCI early 

• Capture feedback 

• Identify improvements 

 

Approach/Participants 
• Phase 2 will include expanded functionality and additional datasets 
• Expanded user group to include all SDC, CIC, FSCPEs, ACS PRG, and DDS 

stakeholders 



Alpha Phase 2 Testing Timeline 

 Kick Off Session – March 23rd    
 Stakeholder Testing – now to May 31st  

 Follow Up Session – late-April 
 Webinars – as needed 
 
Note: We will continue to communicate with the group 
as the schedule is finalized.  
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(as stakeholders 
are available) 
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Alpha Phase 1 & 2 Feature Recap 
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Summary of key features: 
 Data Explorer. Supports the ability to explore 

data by selecting a topic, location, NACIS, 
year, program, or dataset 

 Map as a Selection. Provides the option for 
users to select a location from a map by a 
point, polygon, rectangle, or circle, when 
searching for Census data 

 Faceted Filtering. Allows users to refine their 
search results by selecting additional search 
criteria 

 Table View. Displays data in table format and 
provides users with the ability to transpose 
datasets and download in CSV format 

 Multi-select Geographies. Allows users to 
choose from multiple geographies levels 
when searching for data 



Alpha Phase 1 & 2 Data 
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 ACS (Detailed Tables) 
 1-Year (2012, 2013, 2014) 
 3-Year (2012, 2013) 
 5-Year (2012, 2013, 2014) 

 ACS 1 Yr 2012-2014 Profile Tables 
 ACS 3 Yr 2012-2013 Profile Tables 
 ACS 5 Yr 2012-2014 Profile Tables 
 Econ Census – EWKS (2012) 
 County Business Patterns – CBP (2012, 2013) 
 Non Employer Statistics (2012, 2013) 
 SF1 2010 [Need to address additional summary levels] 



What’s coming next 
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Features currently targeted for Phase 3: 
 Location Groupings (All States, All Counties, etc.) 
 Thematic Map 
 Sharing 
 Additional Table Features 

 Sorting 
 Filtering 
 Download in .xls format 

 Datasets 
 Pop Estimates 2014 
 SAHIE 2012-2013 
 SAIPE 2012-2013 
 SBO 2012 
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Feedback 
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 Your feedback will be used to: 
 Implement changes to current features 
 Guide the development process and prioritize upcoming tasks 

 Means by which your feedback will be collected: 
 Conference calls  
 Feedback Button 
 Email 
 Usability 
 Focus Groups Send Feedback About Your CEDSCI Experience 



Feedback Process 
 

 Conduct user feedback testing 
 Consolidate feedback, received from 

external and internal user groups, in a 
central location for review 

 Review each item independently to record 
its severity and the affected components 

 Prioritize each item (High, Medium, Low) 
 Determine target release, for each 

feedback, based on the assigned priority 
 Develop & deploy changes to address user 

feedback items 

16 

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK   CEDSCI TEAM FOR INTERNAL USE 

# 
Observed Issue 

Title Description Executed Steps  Reporter Defect/Enhance
ment/ BOI 

Target 
Release Status 

Component Severity Prorit
y 

1 

View Table Without 
Preview 

Ability to view tables without 
having to preview 

The “preview table” is a nice feature for novice users.  
Experienced users will prefer to view or download the 
table without having to preview it first.  Can a 
view/download option be added to the “add to 
locker” “preview table” options 

Enhancement Alpha 
Phase 2 
0.2.2.0 

Complete Table 
Results 

Low High 

User 
Feedback 

Testing 

Consolidate 

Review 

Prioritize 

Determine 
Target 

Release 

Deploy 

Develop 

Kick it off to the 
development Team 



Logistics 
 Access the test site at: 

https://edi.test.ditd.census.gov/cedsci 
 Login Details: 
 User Name – CedsciAlpha 
 Password - CedsciAlpha 

 Feedback/Technical Issues:  
 Click the feedback button on the top right corner of the 

page 
 Email directly at cedsci.feedback@census.gov 
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Please Do Not Share username and password 

https://edi.test.ditd.census.gov/cedsci/
mailto:cedsci.feedback@census.gov


Accessing the Test Environment 
Step 1: Type the URL into your 
internet browser 
https://edi.test.ditd.census.gov/ced
sci 
 
Step 2: Enter the username and 
password: 
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• User Name: CedsciAlpha 

• Password: CedsciAlpha 

https://edi.test.ditd.census.gov/cedsci 

Please Do Not Share username and password 

https://edi.test.ditd.census.gov/cedsci
https://edi.test.ditd.census.gov/cedsci


Navigating to Explore Data Page 
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Step 3: Click on the Data Tab at the 
top of the page.  
 
 
Step 4: Click on the Explore Data 
Box. 
 

 
 



Explore The Data 
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Step 5: Begin using the new tool!! 
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Alpha Phase 2 Demo 
https://edi.test.ditd.census.gov/cedsci/ 
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https://edi.test.ditd.census.gov/cedsci/
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Cheat Sheet/Tips (1 of 7) 
 If you click along the top of the webpage (ex. Topics), with the expectation of the 

Data Tab, then you will leave the test environment 
 Clicking the back arrow will usually bring you back to the test environment 

 If the URL contains http://www.census.gov, then you have left the test 
environment 
 Test environment contains ‘EDI.Test.DITID’ in the URL 

 

 

24 

 If you notice the mobile icon on 
the top right corner of your 
screen, then increase the size of 
your screen. 
 The website is being designed for 

mobile devices; therefore, it will 
adjust if your screen size is 
smaller than a typical desktop 
screen 
 

 

General Tips 

http://www.census.gov/


Cheat Sheet/Tips (2 of 7) 
 When first accessing the test 

environment, you may be presented 
with a security certification 
notification. 
 The notice may look slightly 

different depending on your 
browser (Chrome, Firefox, IE).  

 Click ‘continue’ or ‘proceed’ to 
accept the security certificate and 
access the test environment.  

 This only needs to be done once 
and should not appear on your 
second visit. 
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General Tips 



Cheat Sheet/Tips (3 of 7) 
Step 1: Type the URL into your 
internet browser 
https://edi.test.ditd.census.gov/ced
sci 
 
Step 2: Enter the username and 
password: 
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• User Name: CedsciAlpha 

• Password: CedsciAlpha 

https://edi.test.ditd.census.gov/cedsci 

Please Do Not Share username and password 

Accessing the Test Environment 

https://edi.test.ditd.census.gov/cedsci
https://edi.test.ditd.census.gov/cedsci


Cheat Sheet/Tips (4 of 7) 

27 

Step 3: Click on the Data Tab at the 
top of the page.  
 
 
Step 4: Click on the Explore Data 
Box. 
 

 
 

Navigating to Explore Data Page 



Cheat Sheet/Tips (5 of 7) 
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Step 5: Begin using the new tool!! 
 
 
 

 
 

Explore The Data 



Cheat Sheet/Tips (6 of 7) 
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• Click on the ‘Send Feedback About Your CEDSCI Experience’ text that 
appears on the top right corner of every page 

• Email the CEDSCI team directly at cedsci.feedback@census.gov 

To send feedback or report an issue: 

Send Feedback About Your CEDSCI Experience 

Feedback Button 

mailto:cedsci.feedback@census.gov


Cheat Sheet/Tips (7 of 7) 
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• Click on the ‘Release Notes’ text that appears on the top right corner of 
every page 

• Choose to view or save a copy of the Alpha Phase 2 Release Notes 

To view release notes: 

Release Notes 

Release Notes 



Alpha Phase 1 Features 

31 

Explore Data Leveraging Various Facets 

Search by Topics Search by Location 

Search by Year 

Search by Dataset 

Search by Program Areas 

Search by 
NAICS Codes 

Get table 
results that 

match 
selected facets 



Alpha Phase 1 Features 
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Type Ahead feature available within Topics, Locations and NAICS selection to quickly find and 
select desired facets 



Alpha Phase 1 Features 
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Use Map as a tool to select desired geographies to search for data 

Supported  
Geographies 
• State 
• County 

Show/Hide  
Map 



Alpha Phase 1 Features 
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Use More Geographies modal to select additional geography summary levels 

Search by Region 

Search by Counties 

Search by School 
Districts 

Type Ahead feature 
available to quickly 
find and select 
desired geographies  

Search by 
Congressional 
Districts 



Alpha Phase 1 Features 
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Results Page – Matching table results to selected facets organized by Table ID.  

Your current 
selection 

Table Results 
matching the search 

criteria 

Select additional 
facets to further 
refine search results 

Trending Data 
Coming Soon 



Alpha Phase 1 Features 
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Table Viewer Feature – Ability to Preview Tables Directly From the Results Page 

Preview desired 
tables side by side Table results 

grouped by datasets 
to reduce duplicate 
table entries  

Click on view table 
to launch the Full 
Table View 



Alpha Phase 1 Features 
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Full Table View – Further review data in Full Table View mode.   
Ability to turn 
Margin of Error On / 
Off 

View/Hide Table 
Notes 

Modify Geography 
Directly From the 

Full Table View 

Additional Features 
Coming Soon 



Alpha Phase 2 Features 
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Updated 
Data Tags 
to better 
align with 
Topics, 
improving 
search 
results* 

Expanded 
Type Ahead 

* Based on stakeholder feedback 

Enhancements to the Facet selection on the Explore Data page 

Additional 
Datasets 

Floating Your Selections box* 
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Alpha Phase 2 Features 
Improvements to the More Geographies selection 

New Geography 
Filters* 

* Based on stakeholder feedback 

Additional State and 
County sub-filters 
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Alpha Phase 2 Features 
Continued integration of Facets on the Data Explore page 

Geographies that are 
not associated with 
the Econ Census are 
greyed out 
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Alpha Phase 2 Features 
Enhanced Map as a Selection 

Map is now a pop-up 
window 

Select a point, 
rectangle, circle, 
or polygon 

Select by 
geography (ex. 
state, county, 
and place) 
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More defined 
shading to the 
table results list* 

Clicking on 
Table ID will 
not display the 
Full Table* 

Alpha Phase 2 Features 
Improvements to the Table Results page 

* Based on stakeholder feedback 

Fixed Reset 
Filters link* 
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Alpha Phase 2 Features 
Expansion of the Table View capabilities 

Download in CSV 

Dataset 
dropdown* 

Transpose Table * Based on stakeholder feedback 
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