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International Trade

Background

• International Trade in Goods and Services

• The official source of U.S. export and import statistics 

• Importance:
• Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

• Impact Economic Policy

• Find Emerging Markets

• Measure International Competition

2



Reference Links

International Trade Main Page
• www.census.gov/trade

Data
• www.census.gov/foreign-

trade/data/

• www.census.gov/foreign-
trade/statistics/press-release/

Historical Series
• www.census.gov/foreign-

trade/statistics/historical/

Country and Product Trade Data
• www.census.gov/foreign-

trade/statistics/country/

Schedule B
• www.census.gov/foreign-

trade/schedules/b/

Data Products
• www.census.gov/foreign-

trade/reference/products/catalo
g/ftdproducts.html
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U.S. International Trade Website
http://www.census.gov/trade

http://www.census.gov/trade


Data Resources
The Data tab is the central navigation tool for trade statistics



Country Trade Balance

 Current export, 
import, and trade 
balance data by 
month

 Historical data 
available

 Country Groups
 European Union

 OPEC
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more than

9,000
export commodity codes

more than

17,000
import commodity codes

What is USA Trade Online?
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The Official Source of International Trade Data



Who Uses USA Trade Online?

Small Businesses

Manufacturers

Local and State Governments

Federal Government Agencies

Congress and Policy Makers

Foreign Governments

Universities

Economists

News Agencies
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Classification Systems:  HS vs. NAICS

HS

Categories up to10-digit level

Exports based on Schedule B: census.gov/foreign-
trade/schedules/b

Imports based on Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) -
hts.usitc.gov

Product level classification

Ex:  Schedule B 4011.20.0005 
(New Pneumatic Tires for Light Trucks)

NAICS
Categories up to 6-digit level

Industry classification

Ex:  NAICS 326211 (Tires & Tire Parts)
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USA Trade Online – Examples

Export and Import data – Trend Analysis Commodity Specific – Top Export Countries …

State level data for specific commodities … Port level data for imports and exports…



Features

Customized Groups

Export Reports

Save Reports

Colorful Graphs

Sort

Calculate
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Data Detail

District and Port Level

State

Balance of Trade

Method of Transportation

Track Growth Over Time

Country
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USA Trade Online – Getting Started

usatrade.census.gov

https://usatrade.census.gov/


State Export Report Sample
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Use USA Trade Online to identify Pennsylvania’s 
top export destinations!



State Export Report Sample
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Use USA Trade Online to identify Virginia's
top export commodities!



1: USA Trade Online – Sign-up
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- First time: submit all required fields 

- Provide answers for 3 security questions

- Activation link will be sent via email



Need Help using USA Trade?
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Online Webinar
• Navigating Indicator Databases webinar: 

http://www.census.gov/econ/webinar/

• USA Trade online starts 21 minutes in  

USA Trade Online Help Section
• http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/dataproducts/uto-help/uto-

help.html#Report

Call us at 301-763-2311 
• Analyst will help you generate reports

• HS commodity codes call 301-763-3047

• Group training, email request eid.international.trade.data@census.gov

http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/dataproducts/uto-help/uto-help.html#Report
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International Trade API

• Application Program Interface

• Launched August 2015

• New country profiles

• Pop Clock(2005-2016)

• Annual Import & Export Statistics

• Coming Monthly API Expansion

• Detailed Data Jan-2016-Present 

• Historic 2013-2015 
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Visit http://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/international-trade.html
for API variables and example calls. 



For More Information & Feedback 
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Kyle Vezina
Economic Indicators Division

U.S. Census Bureau

Direct Phone: (301) 763-2311
Email: eid.international.trade.data@census.gov

Web site: www.census.gov/trade
USA Trade Online:  usatrade.census.gov




