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What We Will Cover 

 

 Definition of Public Sector Statistics 

 How data is collected 

 Where to find data on Census website 

 Examples of data visualizations 

 Difference between Total and General 
Revenue 

 Public Sector data in AFF 

 Contact information 
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Public Sector Statistics Defined 

 The best way to define public sector statistics 
is by explaining what the data includes: 

 State and local government finances – revenues, 
expenditures, debt and assets for all of the state 
and local governments within the U.S. 

 Government employment and payroll – statistics 
on the number of federal, state, and local 
government civilian employees and their gross 
payrolls by functional category 
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Public Sector Statistics Defined 

(cont’d) 

 Public education finances – revenues, 
expenditures, debt and assets of elementary 
and secondary public school systems 

 Public pensions data – revenues, 
expenditures, financial assets, and 
membership information for the defined 
benefit public pension systems 
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Surveys within Public Sector area 

 Annual Survey of State Government Finances 
(ASFIN) 

 Annual Survey of State Government Tax 
Collections (STC) 

 Quarterly Summary of State and Local 
Government Tax Revenue (QTAX) 

 Annual Survey of Local  Government Finances 
(ALFIN) 
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Surveys within Public Sector area (cont’d) 

 Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll 
(ASPEP) 

 Annual Survey of Public Pensions: State & Local 
Data (ASPP) 

 Quarterly Survey of Public Pensions (QSPP) 

 Annual Survey of School System Finances (F-33) 
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How is Public Sector Data 

Collected? 

 E-basics – electronic data files containing 
revenue and expenditure information sent to 
Census Bureau directly from state and local 
governments 

 Administrative records – some data must be 
found by searching online  

 CAFRs – Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Reports 
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No Questionnaire for ASFIN 

 There is no questionnaire sent to respondents 
for the Annual Survey of State Government  
Finances (ASFIN) 

 All of the data must be compiled and classified 
into the proper categories by the analysts that 
work on the survey 

 Other surveys within the Public Sector area do 
have questionnaires 
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ALFIN has a questionnaire 

 The Annual Survey of Local Government 
Finances has an online questionnaire, but it is 
only a portion of the data collection required. 

 The survey also involves the use of CAFRs, 
other administrative data records and some 
supplemental data files.  
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Image of online questionnaire 
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Where to find the data: 

 

 Follow these steps from www.census.gov 

 Click on Topics tab 

 Select Public Sector 

 Click on link to Public Sector main 
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http://www.census.gov/


Search and Navigation 
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www.census.gov 
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Topics/Subtopics 
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Public Sector main page 
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Links to Public Sector data 

 http://www.census.gov/govs/state/ 

 http://www.census.gov/govs/local/ 

 http://www.census.gov/govs/apes/ 

 http://www.census.gov/govs/retire/ 

 http://www.census.gov/govs/school/ 

 http://www.census.gov/govs/statetax/ 

 http://www.census.gov/govs/qtax/ 

 http://www.census.gov/govs/qpr/ 
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Some Data Visuals with  

Public Sector Data 
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Components of Total Revenue 
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SOURCE: 2012 & 2013 Annual Survey of State Government Finances 



Insurance Trust Revenue 

Components 

SOURCE: 2012 & 2013 Annual Survey of State Government Finances 
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Employment Data Snapshot 

 

  SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013 Annual 
Survey of Public Employment & Payroll. 
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"Other and unallocable" is not a summation of the remaining small categories shown separately in the  

 

source data. Refers only to employees not assignable to any single category. 

 

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013 Annual Survey of Public Employment  

 
& Payroll 
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The data 

 
, classification manual, 

 
and survey  

 
methodology  

 
can be found at www.census.gov/ 

 
govs/ 

 
apes/ 

 

govs/apes/>. 

 

Top 

 
10 categories 

 

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013 Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll. 

 
  

http://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/visualizations/2015/econ/g13-aspep-visual.pdf#page=1


22 

$2,360,070 

$1,739,018 

$621,052 

0

500,000

1,000,000

1,500,000

2,000,000

2,500,000

Total Revenue General Revenue Difference

Total Revenue

General Revenue

Difference

2014  State Government Finances Total Revenue Compared to General Revenue (in millions of dollars) 
 



Difference between Total Revenue 

and General Revenue 
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What is included in Total 

Revenue 

 

 General revenue 

 Utility revenue 

 Liquor stores revenue 

 Social Insurance trust systems revenue 
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What is included in General 

Revenue 

 

 Tax revenue 

 Intergovernmental revenue 

 Current charges 

 Miscellaneous general revenue 
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What does a large total revenue 

really mean?  

 Large total revenue does not necessarily mean 
more state spending money for the state to 
put towards expenditures. 
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General revenue is best way to 

measure state’s fiscal health 

 Since it is the state’s general revenue that is 
the funding that is available for state’s 
expenditures or spending, then the general 
revenue is the best measure of determining a 
state’s fiscal health. 

 

28 



Let’s take a tour within AFF 

 Here’s the link to the State Government 
Finances: 2014 data in AFF: 
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservic
es/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=bkmk 

 

 I will take you to the latest State Government 
Finances data table to show you the various 
options for viewing the data tables. 
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American FactFinder 
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Link to C-Span presentation 

 For more information related to government 
finance statistics, see my C-Span presentation 
from last year on “Fiscal Health of State 
Government Finances” https://www.c-
span.org/video/?325684-5/washington-
journal-cheryl-hill-lee-tracy-gordon-state-
fiscal-health 
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Contact information 
Customer Services Call Center 

1-800-923-8282 

Visit ask.census.gov or chat with us 

 

Training Area: 

clmso.training@census.gov 

301-763-4308 

http://www.census.gov/mso/www/training/ 
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