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Important to Know

What is the source of voting data? 

Voting and Registration data have been collected biennially in the 

November Current Population Survey (CPS) since 1964. The 

statistics presented are based on replies to survey inquiries about 

whether individuals were registered and/or voted in specific 

national elections. For the purpose of these estimates, election 

types are considered to be either Congressional (e.g. 2002, 2006, 

etc.) or Presidential (e.g. 2004, 2008, etc.).



Voting Criterion

Voting-Age Population
One of the primary criteria for being eligible to vote is age. Since 1972, every state has required that 

eligible voters be at least 18 years of age. Thus, the voting-age population, or the 18-and-older 

population, is a population base often used in presenting voting statistics.

Voting-Age Citizen Population
A second criteria for voting eligibility is citizenship. In the United States, only native or naturalized 

citizens can legally vote in elections. 

Registered Population
A third criteria for voting eligibility is registration. With the exception of North Dakota, every state 

requires eligible voters to formally register before casting a ballot. In terms of methods and deadlines, 

registration procedures vary greatly from state to state.



Geography
Voting Data:

The Census Bureau provides most estimates down to the county 

level. Due to sample size constraints, data is only available for 

some counties.

Voting-Age Population or Voting-Age Citizen Population:

2000 & 2010 Census: down to the block level 

American Community Survey: down to the block group level

Population Estimates: down to the city/town level

 Use the American FactFinder to access these statistics

Political Geographies:

You can access data about populations living within 

Congressional, Legislative, and Voting Districts.



Census Geography Hierarchy
Central axis describes 

a nesting relationship 
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• Cities and towns -- incorporated  

• Census Designated Places  (CDPs):

- - Unincorporated; no size threshold

- - Separate and distinct from city/town

- - Redefined each census

• 1,200 to 8,000 population (optimum 4,000)

• 480 to 3,200 housing units

• 600 to 3,000

population

• 240 to 1,200 

housing units

Blocks are not defined by population

and are the smallest geographic level 

at which data are ever released  

(Decennial Census, not the ACS)



Our Resources and Tools

 Voting and Registration Main 

 Voting Hot Reports

 DataFerrett: CPS Microdata

https://www.census.gov/topics/public-sector/voting.html
thedataweb.rm.census.gov/TheDataWeb_HotReport2/voting/voting
https://dataferrett.census.gov/


Other Sources of Voting Data

In addition to the Voting and Registration estimates made 

available on this website, data users can obtain Public Use 

Microdata Files for elections from 1968 to the present. November 

Current Population Survey microdata on Voting and Registration 

are available for purchase.

For more information please call the Customer Services Center 

(1-800-923-8282 or 301-763-INFO) or visit them on the web.

Additionally, users can also extract estimates for every election 

that the U.S. Census Bureau has data for via DataFerrett, the 

Bureau's online data access application. The November CPS 

data files are accessible through the DataFerrett.

http://www.census.gov/mp/www/cat/people_and_households/current_population_survey.html
http://dataferrett.census.gov/


External Related Sites

 U.S. House of Representatives, Office of the Clerk: The Clerk of the House collects and 
publishes the official vote counts for federal elections from the various states and territories.

 U.S. Senate, Virtual Election Reference Desk: A clearinghouse of Senate information on the 
Web and guides to resources in libraries and archives. 

 Federal Election Commission: The Federal Election Commission (FEC) is the independent 
regulatory agency charged with administering and enforcing the federal campaign finance 
law. 

 U.S. Election Assistance Commission (EAC): The U.S. Election Assistance Commission (EAC) 
was established by the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA). EAC is an independent, 
bipartisan commission charged with developing guidance to meet HAVA requirements, 
adopting voluntary voting system guidelines, and serving as a national clearinghouse of 
information on election administration.

 American National Election Studies: To serve the research needs of social scientists, teachers, 
students, policy makers and journalists, the American National Election Studies (ANES) 
produces high quality data from its own surveys on voting, public opinion, and political 
participation.

PLEASE NOTE: These external sites represent a variety of non-Census related resources for Voting and 
Registration information. The U.S. Census Bureau is not responsible for the content of the following links.

http://history.house.gov/Institution/Election-Statistics/Election-Statistics/
https://www.senate.gov/reference/virtual.htm
https://www.fec.gov/
https://www.eac.gov/
https://www.eac.gov/about_the_eac/help_america_vote_act.aspx
http://www.electionstudies.org/


External Related Sites (cont.)

 Congressional Quarterly Electronic Library: The place to search or browse resources on 
American government, current affairs, history, politics, public policy, and data analysis for the 
social sciences. 

 Project Vote Smart: Vote Smart's mission is to provide free, factual, unbiased information on 
candidates and elected officials to all Americans. 

 International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES) Election Guide: International nonprofit, 
which provides content on national elections around the world, subnational elections of high 
interest, political parties and candidates, referendum provisions, news on election-related 
laws and developments around the world, political institutions and electoral systems, 
election results and voter turnout.

 Unicon Research Corporation: Harmonizes microdata from the monthly U.S. labor force 
survey, the Current Population Survey (CPS), covering the period 1962 to the present. 

 National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) CPS Data Downloads: Contains an index to the 
NBER collection of Census/BLS format micro data files from the Current Population Survey.

 Maps and Cartograms of the 2016 US Presidential Election Results (University of Michigan): 
Provides a series of maps to display election results.  

http://library.cqpress.com/
https://votesmart.org/
http://www.electionguide.org/
https://cps.ipums.org/cps/
http://www.nber.org/data/current-population-survey-data.html
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~mejn/election/2016/


Questions?
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Resources: Need Assistance?
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U.S. Census Bureau

Data Dissemination Specialist (DDS)

alexandra.s.barker@census.gov

eric.a.coyle@census.gov

Contact your local DDS

Toll-free number:
1-844-ASK-DATA (1-844-275-2342)

census.askdata@census.gov

mailto:Alexandra.s.barker@census.gov
mailto:eric.a.coyle@census.gov
mailto:Census.askdata@census.gov



