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Agenda

 Objectives

 Review of Census Geography

 Online Demo: Map Tab and Thematic Maps

 Online Resources



Summary Levels – Geography  

Zip Codes: Business  data only
Zip Code Tabulation Area:  Demographic, 
socioeconomic and housing
Places: Cities and towns (except states in the 
Northeast, Wisconsin and Alaska). All villages.
County Subdivisions: Cities and towns for 
states in the Northeast (ME, VT, NH, MA, CT, 
RI, NJ, and NY), Wisconsin and Alaska



Small Area Census Geography
How It Fits Together

Census Tract > County



Census Tract 909.01, Suffolk County, MA

 Census Tracts generally have a population of 1,200 to 8,000 
(optimum 4,000) and follow physical boundaries.



BG 2, Tract 909.01, Suffolk County, MA

 Block Groups generally have a population of 600 to 3,000 
(optimum 1,500) and follow physical boundaries.



Block 2005, BG 2, Tract 909.01, Suffolk County, MA

 Blocks: the smallest geographic level for which census data is available. No 
population threshold. Size varies.



Stay in Touch

Alexandra Barker

To schedule a workshop or presentation 
in MA, NH, ME or VT, contact:

Alexandra.s.barker@census.gov
617-519-1099
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