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Coordinator: Welcome and thank you for standing by. At this time all participants are in a 

listen-only mode until the question and answer session of today’s conference. 

And at that time, you may press Star 1 on your phone to ask a question.  

 

 I’d like to inform all parties that today’s conference is being recorded. If you 

have any objections, you may disconnect at this time. Now I would like to 

turn the conference over to (Laura Sewell). Thank you -- you may begin. 

 

(Laura Sewell): Good afternoon and good morning to those on the West Coast. Thank you for 

joining me for a program overview of the U.S. Census Bureau’s Statistics in 

Schools Program. My name is (Laura Sewell) and I work on the Statistics and 

School Staff at Census Bureau Headquarters. We are located in Suitland, 

Maryland, which is a suburb of Washington D.C.  

 

 I am very excited to share information with you on Statistics in Schools. The 

purpose of this webinar is to explain the program, its benefits and its use in the 

classroom. We will also be taking a short tour of the Statistics in Schools 

website.  
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 In many schools, statistics is offered only as an elective. The Census Bureau 

believes that there is a place for statistics in all subjects and at all grade levels. 

The agency is invested in ensuring that all students (unintelligible) skills they 

need to thrive in an increasingly data-driven world. You can help us by 

sharing the information you learn today with your colleagues and networks 

across the country.  

 

 So, let’s go ahead and get started. I will stop periodically throughout the 

webinar for questions and you can ask questions at the end. If you like, you 

can type in a question and I will respond to it during Q&A.  

 

 So, what is Statistics in Schools? It is a free program that offers classroom 

activities and resources for K through 12 teachers in four subjects: Geography, 

History and Social Studies, Mathematics and Statistics, and Sociology. It 

provides opportunities to teach statistics concepts and data analysis skills in 

various subjects.  

 

 Next, it is designed to support -- not replace -- teacher’s existing lesson plans. 

It is not a curriculum. The program started in 2000 as Census in schools and it 

was tied to the decennial census. It became an evergreen program in 2012 and 

was renamed Statistics in Schools.  

 

 The program was originally created to teach (unintelligible) about the 

importance of the census which is conducted every 10 years. The Census 

Bureau decided that in addition to teaching students about the census, it was 

important to create a program that promotes statistical literacy on an ongoing 

basis.  

 

 And lastly, the program has been revised over the last few years through 

Census Bureau collaboration with teachers and educational experts.  
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 Next, I would like to show you a short video we just completed over the 

summer about Statistics in Schools and it’s entitled, “Preparing Students for a 

Data-Driven World”. This video discusses how the Census Bureau has 

expanded its efforts to promote statistical literacy by providing real life data 

from the Census Bureau for the classroom through the Statistics in Schools 

Program.  

 

((RECORDING)) 

 

 Woman 1: Statistics are everywhere -- on baseball fields, on road trips, and 

these numbers are more important today than ever. By the time today’s 

elementary school students leave home for college, the number of statistics-

related jobs will have increased by more than 30%. That is why the Census 

Bureau is doing our part to prepare them for an increasingly data-driven 

world.  

 

 For decades, our team at the Census Bureau has worked with the education 

community to inform students about the decennial census count every 10 

years. Recently though, we expanded our efforts through the Statistics in 

Schools Program. Education is (unintelligible) so quickly so we set out to find 

better ways to promote the value in everyday use of statistics through free 

activities, tools and resources for K through 12 teachers -- not just every 10 

years but every school year.  

 

 We recruited more than 100 teachers from all across the nation to help us 

write and try out our new activities and we gathered feedback and 

recommendations from hundreds more. We also got advice from experts 

(unintelligible) statistics, education and subject-specific organizations. The 

result? A program created for teachers, by teachers to find new ways to bring 

statistics to life for today’s students.  
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 When students think of statistics they often think of just Math, but the new 

Statistics in Schools Program opens up a world of possibilities for them 

showing how stats matter in subjects like Geography, History, English and 

Sociology. The program is receiving attention nationwide and the number of 

people using it continues to grow.  

 

 Whether the Census Bureau is preparing for decennial count, an economic 

census or any of its 100-plus surveys, the Statistics in Schools Program will be 

there to offer even more relevant educational resources to make sure that 

future generations understand the importance of being counted and be the 

importance of real-life data in the classroom and beyond.  

 

 Visit the website at census.gov/schools to learn more about bringing the 

Statistics in Schools Program to your school.  

 

((END RECORDING)) 

 

(Laura Sewell): So, there are two primary purposes of Statistics in Schools. First, to encourage 

teachers of all subjects to incorporate statistics in their lessons. The Census 

Bureau firmly believes that cross-curricular education is important and that 

there is a place for statistics in all subjects.  

 

 And second, to establish a connection now with the next generation of census 

respondents. If students at a young age learn about statistics and the work of 

the Census Bureau, they can begin to grasp the importance of what the Census 

Bureau does and remember what they learned once they are adults.  

 

 So why use Statistics in Schools? First, it gives teachers tools to incorporate 

statistics into any class. In addition to activities in the four subjects that I 
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named, there are resources that a teacher can use in classes such as Business, 

English, Economics and others.  

 

 Second, it uses technology to teach statistics. The Census Bureau has a 

number of dated tools that students can use to access data. One of these is the 

state’s Facts for Students, which allows students to discover information about 

their state. Another one is Census Business Builder, which is an easy way to 

access and use key demographic and economic data.  

 

 Next, Statistics in Schools can be extended or modified easily to meet 

student’s needs. Not all students have the same skills or interests and they 

don’t all learn in the same way. Statistics in Schools enable teachers to modify 

activities to meet the unique needs of their individual classroom.  

 

 Next, it matches activities with relevant education standards and guidelines 

including the Common Core State Standards. The activities are based on 

relevant standards and guidelines that outline the knowledge and skills that the 

activities develop. Not all educators use the same standards, so some activities 

are tied to multiple standards and guidelines.  

 

 Next is free – it is a free, easy to use resource that doesn’t require teachers to 

sign up or register for the program.  

 

 And lastly, is backed by the U.S. Census Bureau – a trusted, credible 

institution. There are key messages about the Statistics in Schools Program 

that we like to focus on when we have the opportunity to speak about the 

program to a variety of audiences.  
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 First, there is a need for greater statistics knowledge in today’s data-driven 

economy. The Bureau of Labor Statistics data predict that statistics-related 

jobs will increase by more than 30% between 2014 and 2024.  

 

 Statistics in Schools introduces statistics beyond Math classes. Integrating 

data into many subjects and grade levels. The activities are designed for easy 

incorporation of statistics into lessons -- regardless of a teacher’s specific 

experience with the subject.  

 

 Number three, all Statistics in Schools activities were created by teachers, for 

teachers. Experienced educators and subject matter experts created and 

reviewed the activities for classroom relevance.  

 

 And lastly, Statistics in Schools is a product of the U.S. Census Bureau -- a 

leading source of quality data about their nation’s people, places and 

economy. Experience with real-life data connects students with their 

communities and their nation. I’d like to pause right now to see if there are 

any questions. 

 

Coordinator: Thank you. We will now begin the question and answer session. If you would 

like to ask a question, please press Star 1, unmute your phone and record your 

name clearly. Your name is required to introduce your question. If you need to 

withdraw your question, press Star 2.  

 

 Again, to ask a question, please press Star 1. It’ll take a few moments for the 

questions to come through -- please stand by. Our first question is from 

(Melanie Porter). Go ahead, your line is open. 
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(Melanie Porter): Hi. Would you please repeat – you mentioned that statistics-related jobs were 

going to increase over the next decade. How much did you say they’re going 

to increase? 

 

(Laura Sewell): Yes, so the Bureau of Labor Statistics – they predict that statistic-related jobs 

will increase by more than 30% between the year 2014 and 2024. 

 

(Melanie Porter): Thank you. 

 

(Laura Sewell): Sure. 

 

Coordinator: We show no further questions at this time. 

 

(Laura Sewell): Okay. Thank you.  

 

 So, moving on, I want to quickly show you several slides from our website 

before we move into the actual demonstration. This is the Homepage for the 

Statistics in Schools website -- census.gov/schools. All of our activities, 

resources and information about the program are housed and available on the 

website.  

 

 So, at the top right corner of the page is a search bar which is circled in green. 

This allows you to search the entire SIS -- or Statistics in Schools website. So, 

if you’re interested in activities relating to poverty, you can type that into the 

search bar and search results from the site will come up for your review.  

 

 We also are going to look at the top navigation bar on the Homepage in the 

next couple of slides, so you are familiar with the overall content available 

under each of these tabs. We will explore these areas in more detail when we 

take the tour of the website later in the presentation.  
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 So, the first tab on the top navigation bar is “Activities” which is circled in 

green on this slide. So, classroom activities and resources can be downloaded 

for free directly from the website. The activities are organized by grade, 

subject and education standards.  

 

 Following up on the activities, I wanted to provide you with information on 

the grade levels and subjects for our activities. So, as you can see, classroom 

activities are available at the elementary, middle and high school levels. So, 

for all three levels we have Math and History activities and then also at the 

high school level, we have added activities in Geography and sociology.  

 

 There are a total of 82 subject-specific classroom activities on the website and 

each activity includes a teacher version with required materials, an answer key 

and information to help guide students as well as a print-ready student version 

to distribute in class.  

 

 So, the second tab on the top navigation bar is “Resources”, which is also 

circled in green on the slide. There are a number of resources available for 

teachers and students which include maps, news articles, games, infographics 

and data visualizations – we have a number of videos, as well as searchable 

data tools with population statistics by age, sex, race and more.  

 

 So, the third tab on the top navigation bar is “Standards”, which is, again, 

circled in green. So, all of these correspond with major-specified education 

standards and guidelines. Many of the activities address multiple standards 

and guidelines.  

 

 The Census Bureau has worked with teachers to determine the most 

appropriate standards and guidelines to use for each subject. And there’s a fact 
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sheet on the website that I’ll point out to you during the demonstration that 

provides additional information.  

 

 So, the fourth tab on the top navigation bar is “About” -- we have it circled in 

green. So, under “About” -- the navigation bar -- there is seven items which 

are circled in green. So, there is an “About Us”, an “SIS in the News” tab as 

well as direct links to three of our fact sheets -- two of which I’m going to 

cover on the next couple of slides.  

 

 But please note at the bottom of the slide, the “Contact Us” tab allows you to 

stay up to date on Statistics in Schools. This link is where you can sign up for 

updates including newsletters, informational emails, new materials on the 

website and other information. You can click on the link on the slide to go 

directly to the sign-up area of the website.  

 

 So, before I move on, are there are any questions – other questions, or 

additional questions at this time? 

 

Coordinator: Again, as a reminder, please press Star 1 on your phone and record your name 

if you have a question. One moment, please. Our first question is from (Josh). 

Go ahead, your line is open. 

 

(Josh): Thank you. A just – quick question on the – is there a specific web browser 

platform that this works best on? I noticed on Internet Explorer a lot of the 

information you’re talking about isn’t showing up. Is, like, Chrome a better 

web browser to use? Or do you have an optimized platform? 

 

(Laura Sewell): So, it’s my understanding that Mozilla Firefox is the best to use for the entire 

census.gov website – of which we are part of. 
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(Josh): Okay. Thank you. 

 

(Laura Sewell): Sure. You’re welcome. 

 

Coordinator: Our next question is from (Apeeza). Go ahead, your line is open. 

 

(Apeeza): Thank you. So, I understand that your activities include the subjects that you 

mentioned, but why is ELA -- English Language Arts -- not included since 

that is – those are included in the Common Core Standards? 

 

(Laura Sewell): So, that’s a great question and I actually have a slide coming up about what 

we are calling “Coming Soon” and I’m going to be talking about English 

activities that we’re adding to the Statistics in Schools Program. 

 

(Apeeza): All right. Thank you. 

 

(Laura Sewell): You’re welcome. 

 

Coordinator: We show no further questions at this time. 

 

(Laura Sewell): Okay great. Thank you.  

 

 So, moving on, so the website also includes additional information for 

students and teachers about the Census Bureau and Statistics in Schools. So, 

this fact sheet is specifically for students and can be found on the website at 

the URL that’s shown on the slide and it also can be found under the “About” 

tab as I just noted.  

 

 So, our fact sheet -- Census Bureau 101 for Students -- includes information 

about the first census and its purpose, the progression or history of the 
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decennial census and other prominent Census Bureau Survey. There is another 

fact sheet available on the website that provides information specifically for 

teachers on “The Top 10 Benefits of Statistics in Schools”.  

 

 So, this handout highlights -- to name a few -- that the activities were 

developed by teachers, for teachers. Activities can augment teacher’s 

curriculum, the program can easily be expanded or modified to meet student 

skill levels and all resources are completely free and ready to use.  

 

 So, here’s our “Coming Soon” slide. So, Statistics in Schools has a number of 

new activities and resources coming soon that we are very excited about. We 

are currently planning to have these materials on the website within the next 3 

to 4 months but they will be added to the website on a slow basis.  

 

 So, first of all we have our English activities. We are adding a new subject -- 

English -- with 7 activities that are going to span across the three grade levels 

-- elementary, middle and high school. We’re also adding new Geography 

activities -- these are going to be five additional activities at the elementary 

grade level.  

 

 We’re adding two new resources – the first one is called Fun Facts, and this is 

a version of a Census Bureau product called Facts for Features, but the FIF 

product is going to be specifically geared for students. There are going to be 

four of these and they provide interesting facts about holidays and events.  

 

 So, the four are – we’re going to have one for Back to School, Earth Day, 

Valentine’s Day and Thanksgiving and Thanksgiving is actually – there’s a 

screenshot of it on the slide. It’s a little hard to see but, for example, one of the 

fun facts on this document is “Food for the Big Feast” and it provides the 
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number of supermarkets, baked goods stores and fruit and vegetable markets 

in the United States.  

 

 So, our second new resource is what we’re calling, “Warm Up Activities”. 

These are five-minute activities -- or challenges. So, they’re sometimes called 

“bell work” by teachers because they are completed by students after the bell 

rings while the teacher is getting organized for the day. They utilize an 

infographic or data visualization that students must review and then respond 

to questions.  

 

 There will also be four of these – the first one is Earnings by Occupation, 

National Pet Day, Toymakers and the last one is Honoring Those Who Served 

and that’s actually shown on the slide.  

 

 Since we’re getting ready to honor our veterans on Friday of this week, I 

wanted to show you this warm up activity. Here, students are asked to 

examine a map of the United States that shows the percentage of veterans by 

state and then respond to a series of questions.  

 

 So, let’s go do our tour of the website and visit Statistics in Schools at 

census.gov/schools. So, you can access Statistics in Schools at any time for 

free by visiting this site and once again, sign up is not required. We’re going 

to take a short tour now, but I encourage you to go back when you have more 

time so that you can explore the site and see all that is available.  

 

 So, this is the Homepage for the Statistics in Schools website. Up in the top 

right-hand corner you can see the search bar that I spoke about earlier in the 

presentation. And you can also see the top navigation bar that I went through 

quickly. So now we’re going to take a deeper dive into each of these tabs so 

that you can see a little bit about what is available.  
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 So, in terms of activities, you can search on these either by subject or by grade 

level. So, I’m going to click on History and Social Studies and once again, 

you’re able to sort these -- you can see all of our activities or you can see them 

by specific grade levels. But as I scroll down, you can see all of the different 

activities that are available for the subject of History. So, I’m going to click on 

just one, just to give you an example of what it looks like.  

 

 So, this is the Great Depression – Using Census Data to Address an Economic 

Crisis. So, this first page gives an overview of the activity for the teacher. For 

example, the suggested grade level is 11 to 12. There is approximate time 

required, but what I wanted to point out are the two tabs -- the blue tab and the 

red tab at the bottom -- you can download the teacher version, or you can 

download the student version.  

 

 So, the teacher version is going to include everything the teacher will need to 

complete the activity in the classroom. And this includes any of the Census 

Bureau data that’s being used as part of that activity. In addition, there’ll be 

specific information on the educational standards and guidelines that this 

activity addresses.  

 

 And then of course you can download the student version if you wanted to 

print that out to hand out to students, you know, as they complete the activity. 

So, the next tab on the top navigation bar is “Resources”. So, I named a few of 

these during the presentation, you seen maps, videos, games and so forth – 

I’m going to click on Data Access Tools.  

 

 These are Census Bureau Data Access Tools and you’ll see down the bottom 

here, I spoke (unintelligible) Census Business Builder. But what I wanted to 

show you was State Facts for Students. This is actually probably our most 
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popular resource on the website by teachers and they’ve told us that students 

definitely get more engaged in their work when it’s relating specifically to 

their city and/or state.  

 

 So, I’m going to click on this just to show you real quickly what it looks like 

and another thing I wanted to point out that as you bring up an activity or 

resource, there’s always going to be – there’s going to tell you which of the 

activities are using the resource.  

 

 So, you can see here that State Facts for Students is used in five of our 

activities. So, I’m going to click on Access the Data Tools – State Facts for 

Students -- and this is what it looks like. So, just to give you a quick look, I’m 

going to select Maryland since that’s the state where I live and as you can see, 

population, geography and business data shows up for Maryland on the left 

side and on the right side you can see that there’s some history and then some 

interesting facts about the state of Maryland.  

 

 So, I thought it was interesting that for homes with a computer – 91.8% of 

homes in the state of Maryland have a computer. And then, you know, it 

would also be interesting for students -- they’re able to see, you know, at their 

age, whether they’re 9 or 10-year-olds -- how many boys and girls who are 

part of the population of the state of Maryland.  

 

 So, I’m going to click on the third tab on the top navigation bar which is 

“Standards”. So, here is an overview or you can actually see the standards 

broken up by subject so I’m going to click on the overview. This is actually a 

fact sheet. I mentioned it during the presentation that I was going to show it to 

you. So, if you go down you can actually download the PDF of the fact sheet 

but this gives you all of the standards and guidelines that are used for each of 

our subjects.  
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 And next, I’m going to click on the last tab on the top navigation bar which is 

“About” and here you see there’s information about us, Statistics in Schools in 

the news. There’s also direct links to the fact sheets that I discussed during the 

presentation – Census 101 for Students and Benefits for Teachers – The Top 

10 Benefits for Teachers. Once again, you’re able to download that.  

 

 What I wanted to click on was “Contact Us” because I wanted to show you 

down here, “Get updates from Statistics in Schools”. This is where you can 

subscribe to email notifications, so you’ll always be kept up to date with 

important information about Statistics in Schools. So, you would just click on 

the “Subscribe Here”.  

 

 So, I’m just going to go back to the Home page and as you can see, there’s a 

quick link to our Math, History and our State Facts for Students off of the 

home page.  

 

 Let me go back into the PowerPoint and at this time, I’ll be happy to answer 

any other questions you may have. You can also contact me at the email 

provided on the slide if you have questions later and I’ll respond to any 

questions you may have by email. 

 

Coordinator: Again, as a reminder, please press Star 1 on your phone and record your name 

if you have a question. One moment please. I show no questions at this time. 

 

(Laura Sewell): Okay. Thank you. So, if you would like, remember you can go ahead and you 

can submit a written question through the chat and I (unintelligible) and then 

have them sent out to everyone who is on the webinar.  
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 So, lastly, I want to thank you so much for your time and I hope you have 

learned a lot today about the Census Bureau Statistics in Schools Program. I 

really encourage you to return to the website and use the free activities and 

resources, explore what’s available, as well as share what you’ve learned 

today with your colleagues, family and friends.  

 

 The Census Bureau is here to help with additional information and guidance if 

needed, so please don’t hesitate to contact us. I also want to remind you to 

sign up for the Statistics in Schools Program update on the website under the 

“Contact Us” tab as shown during the demonstration of the website.  

 

 Thank you again and I hope everyone has a wonderful day. And thank you for 

participating in the webinar. 

 

Coordinator: That concludes today’s conference. Thank you for participating. You may 

disconnect at this time. Speakers, please allow a moment of silence and please 

stand by for your post-conference. 

 

 

END 


