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ACS Basics

• Ongoing monthly survey sent to 3.5 million addresses per 
year to produce annual detailed population and housing 
estimates

• The Census Bureau mails questionnaires to approximately 295,000 
addresses a month across the United States.

• Visit 20,000 Group Quarter facilities and sample approximately 194,000 
residents each year

• Designed to produce critical information on small areas and 
small population groups previously collected on the 
decennial long form

• Data released three times each year

• 1-year estimates (12 months of data)

• 1-year Supplemental Estimates (12 months of data)

• 5-year estimates (60 months of data)
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ACS Data Collection Process

Online Mail

Self-Response Modes

Personal Visit

Non-Response Mode
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Selected Census Geographic Concepts
Nation

Metropolitan and 
Micropolitan Areas Urban Areas

American Indian/
Alaska Native Areas/ 
Hawaiian Home Lands

Zip Code 
Tabulation 
Areas

Regions

States

Congressional 
Districts

School 
Districts

Places Public Use 
Microdata 
Areas 
(PUMAs)

Alaska 
Native 
Regional 
Areas

State 
Legislative 
Districts

Counties

Census Tracts

Block Groups

930,000  Geographic 
Areas

35,000+ 
Communities
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ACS Content
Social
Ancestry
Citizenship Status
Disability Status
Educational Attainment & 
School Enrollment
Fertility
Grandparents as Caregivers
Language Spoken at Home
Marital History; Marital Status
Migration/Residence 1 Year 
Ago
Period of Military Service
Place of Birth
Undergraduate Field of Degree
Veteran Status
Year of Entry
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Demographic
Age
Hispanic or Latino Origin
Race
Relationship to Householder
Sex

Economic
Commuting (Journey to Work) & 
Place of Work
Employment Status
Food Stamps/SNAP
Health Insurance Coverage
Income and Earnings
Industry, Occupation, & Class of 
Worker
Poverty Status
Work Status Last Year

Housing
Bedrooms
Computer and Internet Use
House Heating Fuel
Kitchen Facilities
Occupancy/Vacancy Status
Occupants Per Room
Plumbing Facilities
Rent
Rooms
Selected Monthly Owner Costs
Telephone Service Available
Tenure (Owner/Renter)
Units in Structure
Value of Home
Vehicles Available
Year Householder Moved into Unit
Year Structure Built
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Availability of ACS Data Products

Data 
Year of Data Release

Product 
(next 

release)

Population 
Threshold 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Year(s) of Data Collection

1-Year 
Estimates 

(Sept.)
65,000+ 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

1-Year
Supp. 

Estimates
20,000+ 2014 2015 2016

3-Year 
Estimates 

(Oct.)
20,000+

2005 -
2007

2006 - 2007 - 2008 - 2009 -
2008 2009 2010 2011

2010 -
2012

2011 -
2013

n/a n/a n/a

5-Year 
Estimates 

(Dec.)

All

Areas *
2005 - 2006- 2007 -
2009 2010 2011

2008 -
2012

2009 -
2013

2010 -
2014

2011-
2015

2012-
2016

* All Areas = All legal, administrative, and statistical geographic areas down to the block group level. 

Zip Code Tabulation Area (ZCTA) estimates first became available in 2012, with the 2007 – 2011 estimates.
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Foreign Born



Foreign Born Table IDs (ACS)

 B05006—Place of Birth for the Foreign Born

 B16001—Language Spoken at Home by Ability to 
Speak English (Related)

 S0501—Selected Characteristics of the Native 
and Foreign-Born Populations

 S0502—Characteristics of Foreign-Born by Period 
of Entry into U.S.

 DP02—Selected Social Characteristics

 CP02—Comparative Social Statistics
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Race and Ethnicity
 In 1977, the Office of Management and 

Budget (OMB) issued Directive 15 Policy on 
racial and ethnic classification for data.  The 
1977 OMB Race and Ethnic standards 
maintain that ethnicity (“Hispanic” or “Not 
Hispanic”) is a separate and distinct concept 
from race (“White,” “Black,” “American Indian
or Alaskan Native,” or “Asian or Pacific 
Islander”.)  Therefore individuals who are 
Hispanic may be of any Race. 
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Race and Ethnicity Table IDs 

 QT-P10—Hispanic or Latino by Type (Census)
 B03001—Hispanic or Latino by Type (ACS)
 B02006/B02011—Asian Alone With One Asian 

Category for Select Groups (Census)
Asian Alone/+ In Combination By Select Groups 
(ACS)

 PEPSR6H—Estimates of the Resident Population 
by Sex, Race, and Hispanic Origin (Population 
Estimates)

 DP05—Selected Demographic Characteristics
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Ancestry Definition 
 Ancestry refers to a person’s ethnic origin or descent, "roots," or 

heritage, or the place of birth of the person or the person’s 
parents or ancestors before their arrival in the United States. 

 The intent of the ancestry question is not to measure the degree 
of attachment the respondent had to a particular ethnicity. For 
example, a response of "Irish" might reflect total involvement in 
an "Irish" community or only a memory of ancestors several 
generations removed from the individual. 

 A person’s ancestry is not necessarily the same as his or her 
place of birth.
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Ancestry Table IDs (ACS)

 B04004—People Reporting Single Ancestry

 B04005—People Reporting Multiple Ancestry

 B04006—People Reporting Ancestry 

 B04007—Ancestry (type of response: single, 
multiple, not reported)

 DP02—Selected Social Characteristics

 CP02—Comparative Social Statistics
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Accessing Tables by IDs: 
factfinder.census.gov
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Selected Population Profiles

• 2011-2015 estimates

• 416 race, Hispanic origin, 
ancestry and tribal groups 

• Must have a national population 
estimate of at least 7,000

• Available at lower levels of 
geography

• Comparable with 2006-2010 SPP 
release

• Includes data for over 20 
ancestry groups that were not 
available in the 2006-2010 
release, such as New Zealander, 
Romani, Saudi Arabian, Tunisian 
and Ugandan

• Topics include: educational 
attainment, fertility, nativity, 
income, poverty and 
homeownership.



Selected Population Profiles—Comparability
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/statistical-testing-tool.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/statistical-testing-tool.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/statistical-testing-tool.html
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Accessing Selected Population 

Tables: factfinder.census.gov

factfinder.census.gov


Accessing Selected Population Tables: 

factfinder.census.gov

Data for single states, counties or cities 

factfinder.census.gov
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Accessing Selected Population 

Tables: factfinder.census.gov

Data by census tracts 

factfinder.census.gov
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Data Dissemination Specialists
Provide the following services at the local level:

Data Trainings 

Hands-on Workshops

Presentations

Webinars

Data Consultations 

To request in-person data support near you, contact: 
census.askdata@census.gov











Questions or Feedback?

Please feel free to contact me!

Nesreen Khashan

Data Dissemination Specialist

U.S. Census Bureau

nesreen.khashan@census.gov

202-510-6403 



Evaluations and Questions  

• Please complete your evaluation at: 
https://questionweb.com/59212

* Required Fields Guidance

• Name of Training: Accessing Detailed Statistics on Race, Hispanic 
Origin, and Ancestry Groups

• Event Date: Today’s Date 01/10/2018

• Lead Census Presenter: Nesreen Khashan

https://questionweb.com/59212



