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Census Business Builder
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https://cbb.census.gov/sbe/
https://cbb.census.gov/rae/


Census Business Builder Guiding Principles

• Easy to use

• Customer focused

• Census data and more

• Leverage existing Census investments

• Use latest technologies

• Free



Making our Data Accessible

• Serving our “traditional” 
customers
– “Power Users” vs Others

Underserved customers
– Small business owners and 

entrepreneurs

– Regional Planning groups

– The Press

Ongoing tool changes

•

•



Key Data in CBB 2.3

• Demographic
– American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

• Economic / Business (from Census)
– County Business Patterns (employers)

– Nonemployer Statistics (independent contractors)

– Economic Census (local area data)

– Survey of Business Owners (business-owner characteristics)

– Quarterly Worforce Indicators (workers and firms)

– International Trade  (imports and exports)
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cbp.html
https://census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-statistics.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sbo.html
https://qwiexplorer.ces.census.gov/static/explore.html


Key Data in CBB 2.3 (cont.)

• Economic / Business (from USDA)
– Census of Agriculture (animal and crop 

production)

• Consumer Spending (from Esri)
– Detailed Per household spending on 14 

categories, and many more sub-categories
including:
• Dining Out and Food consumed at home

• Entertainment and Recreation and Travel

• Health care

, 
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census.html


Key Revisions in CBB 2.3

• Revised Demographic data (from the 2012-2016 American Community 
Survey)

• More Agriculture data (now at the county level too)

• New Labor force data from the Quarterly Workforce Indicators dataset 
(for 2- thru 4-digit NAICS codes at the state and county levels—RAE 
edition)

• Revised Consumer Spending data (now Per Household instead of Per 
Capita)
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New Features in CBB 2.3

• Customize Map Classes (quantile and equal 
interval) and Color Palette (2-, 3-, and 5-color 
options)

• Choose Base map (topographic, imagery, and 
dark)

• Margins of Error displayed in map Data 
Dashboard

• Other performance tweaks (enter slider 
values manually, change transparency)
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Tool Links

Help

Promo Video

CBB Home Page

https://www.census.gov
/data/data-
tools/cbb.html

Overview and “How 
To” flyers

Widgets



CBB Demo and Exercises





SBE Steps

1. Select Your 
Industry

2. Select Your 
Geography

3. Browse the Ma

4. Create Your 
Report
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Map Features
• Change 

Industry 
and 
Geography 
menus

• Zoom

• Geographic 
Level Menu

• Data 
Dashboard

• Map Variable 
and Filter 
menus

• Map 
Download, 
Reference 
Layers, 
BaseMap, and 
Transparency 
buttons

• Legend (w/ 
Map 
Configuration)



Report Features
• Cover sheet

• Table of 
Contents

• Report 
Sections

• MoE, 
Configure, 
Download, 
and Help 
menu 

• Data Tables

• Customizable 
charts





RAE Steps

1. Build 
Your 
Region

2. Browse 
the Map

3. Create 
Your 
Reports





Summary

• Census provides a wealth of data that can be invaluable to the 
press to help you tell your business stories

• CBB is a key data tool to access these data… and be a portal to 
all the other data we have

• The data are only possible because of the businesses that take 
the time to report on our surveys… and you can help promote 
response



Questions?



Data Dissemination Specialists
Provide the following services at the local level:

Data Trainings 

Hands-on Workshops

Presentations

Webinars

Data Consultations 

To request in-person data support near you, contact: 
census.askdata@census.gov



Questions or Feedback?

Please feel free to contact me!

Nesreen Khashan

Data Dissemination Specialist

U.S. Census Bureau

nesreen.khashan@census.gov

202-510-6403 



Evaluations and Questions  

• Please complete your evaluation at: 
https://questionweb.com/59212

* Required Fields Guidance

• Name of Training: CBB: Primer

• Event Date: Today’s Date 02/13/2018

• Lead Census Presenter: Nesreen Khashan

https://questionweb.com/59212



