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Economic Programs 
Webinar Series

• Monthly webinars on key topics
• Follow real-life use cases
• Recorded and posted for later reference
• New addition to the series – Data 

Literacy
• Learn more at 

https://www.census.gov/data/training-
workshops.html
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https://www.census.gov/data/training-workshops.html
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• The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest 
statistical agency.

• We conduct more than 130 censuses and surveys each year, 
including 

- The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population 
and housing count of all 50 states and U.S. territories

- The American Community Survey – the ongoing annual 
survey of the nation’s population 

- The Economic Census – the official five-year measure of 
American businesses

• Our mission is to serve as the leading source of quality data 
about America’s people, places, and economy. 

About the Census Bureau Decennial Population 
and Housing Census

Every 10 years

Economic Census
Every 5 years

Census of Governments
Every 5 years

American Community Survey
Annual

Annual Retail Trade
Annual

Plus more than 130
demographic and economic 

surveys every year
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• Census Bureau Economic Surveys are a key source for official statistics companies can use: 
– Monthly and Quarterly are small sample surveys that provide the most TIMELY data available
– Annual surveys have larger samples and provide the most up-to-date TREND data available
– Every 5 years, the Economic Census measures all businesses and provides the most COMPREHENSIVE data 

available 
• These surveys set the standard for U.S. economic statistics, and are fueled by the data provided by individual businesses

Census Economic Surveys

Monthly 
and Quarterly 

Surveys

Annual Surveys

Economic Census – Every 5 years
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Key Census Bureau Terms
• NAICS (North American Industry Classification System)

• Our primary data dimension

• Establishments (vs. Companies, Firms, etc.) 
• Our collection/tabulation level

• Employers (vs. Nonemployers)
• Most programs only cover employer businesses
• Nonemployers: self-employed individuals

• U.S. Code Title 13 and 26 
• Protects business privacy and confidentiality
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11 Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and 
Hunting 53 Real Estate and Rental and Leasing

21 Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas 
Extraction 54 Professional, Scientific, and Technical 

Services

22 Utilities 55 Management of Companies and 
Enterprises

23 Construction 56 Administrative and Support and Waste 
Management and Remediation Services

31-33 Manufacturing 61 Educational Services

42 Wholesale Trade 62 Health Care and Social Assistance

44-45 Retail Trade 71 Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation

48-49 Transportation and Warehousing 72 Accommodation and Food Services

51 Information 81 Other Services (except Public 
Administration)

52 Finance and Insurance 92 Public Administration

NAICS Structure - 20 Sectors
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Today’s Webinar

• Focus on the less 
visible Census Bureau 
data available from 
multiple sectors 

• Our use case:  
Exploring unique data 
and how you can use it 
for research or 
business investment 
decisions.

Program Description Geography NAICS Industry

Annual Capital Expenditures Survey (ACES) Capital investment in structures and equipment U.S. Selected 3- and 4-
digit

Business Dynamics Statistics
(BDS)

Business dynamics (such as job creation and 
destruction, establishment births and deaths, 

and firm startups and shutdowns) aggregated by 
establishment and firm characteristics

U.S., states, metro, non-metro, MSA (Currently uses the 
Standard Industrial 

Classification 
System)

Commodity Flow Survey 
(CFS)

Data on shipments originating from selected 
types of business establishments 

States, District of Columbia,
select Metropolitan Areas

Mining,
manufacturing, 

wholesale trade, 
select retail & 

services

Medical Expenditure Panel Survey 
(MEPS-IC)

Provides estimates on employer-sponsored 
health insurance coverage

U.S., state All NAICS with 
exception of USPS, 

private households & 
public administration

Quarterly Financial Report 
(QFR)

Aggregate statistics on the financial results and 
position of U.S. corporations – estimated

statements of income and retained earnings, 
balance sheets, and related financial and 

operating ratios

U.S. Manufacturing, 
Mining, Wholesale 
Trade, Retail Trade, 

Information Services,
and Professional and 

Technical Services

Statistics of US Businesses 
(SUSB)

Annual number of firms and establishments with 
corresponding employment and annual payroll, 

year-to-year employment change for 
establishment births, deaths, expansions, and 

contractions by business size

U.S., states, counties, metros Selected 2- thru 6

Multi Sector Census Programs 
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What is the rate of opening & closing for 
establishments classified in selected 
sectors?  Which region of the country 
has more employment growth?

• Use the data from the Business Dynamics Statistics
• Key economic data

• Employment
• Establishment characteristics

• Key data tool:
• Visualization tool -

https://www.census.gov/ces/dataproducts/bds/visualizations.html
• Data access tool -

https://www.census.gov/ces/dataproducts/bds/data.html
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https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/bfs/about.html

Related Products

For additional information on 
the BDS or BFS, please 
contact: xyz/TBD

Business Dynamics Statistics

https://www.census.gov/ces/dataproducts/bds/visualizations.html


9

Business Dynamics Statistics

Business 
Dynamics 
Statistics

(BDS)

Job creation & 
destruction / Job 
expansions & 
contractions

Establishment 
openings & 
closings

Number of 
startups & 
firm 
shutdowns

Business Dynamics Statistics Key Economic Data
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Establishment Birth Rate for All Size Firms in 2014
Business Dynamics Statistics

(Birth rate)
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Establishment Exit Rate for All Size Firms in 2014Business Dynamics Statistics

(Exit rate)
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Establishment Birth Rate for All Size Firms 

Business Dynamics Statistics
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Key:
• Economy wide
• Services
• Manufacturing

Establishment Birth Rate for Firms by Selected Sector by Year 

Business Dynamics Statistics
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Key:
• United States
• California
• Maryland
• Texas

Establishment Birth Rate for Firms by Selected State by Year

Business Dynamics Statistics
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Number of Jobs Created by New and Continuing Establishments in 2014

Business Dynamics Statistics
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Number of Jobs Loss by Establishment Exits and Continuing Establishments in 2014 

Business Dynamics Statistics
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Business Dynamics Statistics
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Business Dynamics Statistics Visualization Tools



How much does the Manufacturing 
sector contribute to total U.S. sales & 
profits? 
• Quarterly Financial Report (QFR)

• Manufacturing
• Mining
• Wholesale Trade
• Retail Trade
• Information Services
• Professional and Technical Services

• Data Access
• Main QFR website                       

https://www.census.gov/econ/qfr/
• Time Series and Trend Charts   

https://www.census.gov/economic-indicators/
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FRED Mobile App: Receive the latest 
updates on the nation's key economic 
indicators by downloading the FRED 

App for both Apple and Android 
devices. FRED, the signature database 

of the Federal Reserve Bank of St. 
Louis, now incorporates the Census 

Bureau's 13 economic indicators. 

Quarterly Financial 
Report

Quarterly Financial Report

https://fred.stlouisfed.org/fred-mobile/index.php?utm_source=census&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=mobile_app
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Quarterly Financial Report, 2018 Quarter 2

Net Working Capital for All Manufacturing Industries 
Quarterly Financial Report
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Quarterly Financial Report

Sales and Profits in the Plastics and Rubber Products Manufacturing Sector
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Quarterly Financial Report

Net Sales, Receipts, and Operating Revenue for Plastics and Rubber Products Manufacturing
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• Sales
• Profits
• Assets
• Liabilities
• Stockholder’s equity
• Related financial and operating ratios

o See ‘Reference Section’ for the full list

Key QFR Data Items

Quarterly Financial Report
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How do capital expenditures in the 
Manufacturing sector compare to 
other sectors in the U.S. economy?

• Annual Capital Expenditures Survey (ACES)
• Annual Survey of Manufactures (ASM)

• Collected annually in between years not ending in -
2 and -7

• Use Economic Census for years ending in -2 and -7 
• Key data tool: American FactFinder
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Annual Capital Expenditures Survey
https://www.census.gov/programs-

surveys/aces.html

Data Access

American FactFinder
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/na

v/jsf/pages/index.xhtml

Annual Capital Expenditures Survey

Presenter
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https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
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Annual Capital Expenditures Survey (ACES)

Source:  Annual Capital Expenditures Survey – 2006 - 2015

Annual Capital Expenditures Survey
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Source:  Annual Capital Expenditures Survey – 2015 and 2016

Annual Capital Expenditures Survey
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How do capital expenditures for the Plastic & Rubber industries compare to other industries?

Annual Capital Expenditures Survey
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Capital Expenditures for Structures and Equipment by Selected Business Sectors for Companies with Employees:  2016 
(Billions of dollars)

Annual Capital Expenditures Survey
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Annual Capital Expenditures Survey ACES Data on census.gov



What are the size of 
manufacturing businesses?

• Statistics of U.S. Businesses (SUSB)
• Data available on Establishment level
• Data available by Enterprise level
• Data on employment change 
• In partnership with the Office of Advocacy of the 

U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

• Data Access - https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/susb.html
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To access the CBB -
https://www.census.gov/data/data-

tools/cbb.html

Data Tools

Are you looking for data to help 
you start or grow a business or 
understand the business 
landscape for a region?

Statistics of U.S. Businesses

Presenter
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What is employment in the ‘Plastics 
& Rubber’ manufacturing industry by 
the size of the enterprise? 
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To access the CBB -
https://www.census.gov/data/data-

tools/cbb.html

Data Tools

Are you looking for data to help 
you start or grow a business or 
understand the business 
landscape for a region?

Statistics of U.S. Businesses Key Terms:

• Establishment – a single physical location where business is 
conducted or where services or industrial operations are 
performed.

• Enterprise – a business organization consisting of one or more 
domestic establishments under common ownership or control

• Firm – a business organization consisting of one or more 
domestic establishments in the same state and industry under 
common ownership or control.

Statistics of U.S. Businesses
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Statistics of U.S. Businesses Employment (number of employees) by NAICS Sector and Enterprise Employment Size:  2012
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How does health insurance compare 
across multiple sectors in the U.S. 
economy?

• Medical Expenditure Panel Survey – Insurance 
Component (MEPS-IC)

• National & state level estimates on employer 
sponsored health insurance coverage from the 
private and public sectors

• In partnership with the Department of Health 
& Human Services

35

Data Access

To access MEPS-IC data, please visit -

https://www.meps.ahrq.gov/mepsweb/da
ta_stats/quick_tables.jsp

Medical Expenditure Panel Survey – Insurance Component
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Snapshots of MEPS-IC data from DHHS

To access the next two slides from our sponsoring agency, visit -
https://meps.ahrq.gov/mepsweb/survey_comp/Insurance.jsp

Medical Expenditure Panel Survey – Insurance Component
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To access this table from our 
sponsoring agency, visit -
https://meps.ahrq.gov/data_s
tats/summ_tables/insr/nation
al/series_1/2017/tib1a.pdf

Medical Expenditure Panel Survey – Insurance Component
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Percentage of private-sector employees in establishments that offer 
health insurance, by firm size, 2003-2016

Source: Medical Expenditure Panel Survey-Insurance Component, private-sector establishments, 2003-2016.
Note: Medical Expenditure Panel Survey-Insurance Component estimates are not available for 2007.

Medical Expenditure Panel Survey – Insurance Component
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Percentage of private-sector employees in establishments that offer 
health insurance, by State, firm size <50 employees, 2016

Source: Medical Expenditure Panel Survey-Insurance Component, private-sector establishments, 2016.

Medical Expenditure Panel Survey – Insurance Component

39
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Medical Expenditure Panel Survey – Insurance Component



What is the typical mode of transportation, 
weight and distance shipped in the 
Manufacturing sector compared to other 
sectors in the U.S. economy?

• Commodity Flow Survey (CFS)
• Conducted every 5 years in the years ending in -2 

and -7
• Available sectors:  mining, manufacturing, 

wholesale trade, and select retail and services
• Joint effort by the Bureau of Transportation 

Statistics and the U.S. Census Bureau
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Data Access

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cfs.html

Commodity Flow Survey
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Commodity Flow Survey
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Commodity Flow Survey 
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Commodity Flow Survey
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Truck and Rail Shipments for the Plastics & Rubber Products Manufacturing Sector
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Commodity Flow Survey

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 Commodity Flow Survey

Mode of Transportation for Plastics and Rubber Products Manufacturing
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What other data 
could our investor 
explore?

• E-Stats – e-commerce 
revenue of companies

• Economic Census – Business 
size and other detailed stats

Program Description Geography Industry

Quarterly Services Survey U.S. Selected 2-
thru 4

Quarterly Workforce Indicators Labor force data U.S., states, counties, 
metros

Selected 2-
thru 4

American Community Survey Demographic, socioeconomic, and 
housing data; industry & 

occupation

U.S., states, counties, 
metros, places, tracts

Selected 2-
thru 6

County Business Patterns Establishment, employment, and 
payroll for employers

U.S., states, counties, 
metros, ZIP codes

• 2- thru 6

E-Stats E-Commerce U.S. Selected 2-
thru 5

Nonemployer Statistics Establishment and revenue for 
nonemployers

U.S., states, counties, 
metros

Selected 2-
thru 6

Services Annual Survey Revenue and other stats U.S. Selected 3-
thru 6

Statistics of US Businesses Business births, deaths,
expansions, contractions

U.S., states, counties, 
metros

Selected 2-
thru 6

Economic Census Most comprehensive econ 
program

U.S., states, counties, 
metros, places, ZIPs

2- thru 6

Economic Census of Island Areas EC for the 5 U.S. territories States, counties, metros, 
places

Selected 2-
thru 5

Survey of Business Owners Business owner race, ethnicity, 
gender, and veteran status

U.S., states, counties, 
metros, places

Selected 2-
thru 6

Other Census programs that our investor could use:
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Where did all this great data come 
from, and how can we ensure it’s 
quality?

• Promote usage of and response to our ongoing 
Monthly, Quarterly, and Annual businesses surveys

• Promote response to our baseline/benchmark 
Economic Census

48

Response Promotion



About the Economic Census 
• The U.S. Census Bureau measures the nation’s population once 

every 10 years. It also measures U.S. businesses every 5 years 
with the Economic Census

• The next Economic Census is underway.  Companies report their 
2017 year-end numbers.  The due date was June 12th, but there 
is still time for companies to respond. 

• Response is required by law

• Responses are confidential. Company data is used for statistical 
purposes only. The Census Bureau is required by law to keep 
your information private and secure

• Response is required online. This reduces the time needed for 
completion, improves accuracy, and provides significant cost 
savings for taxpayers

• Results from the Economic Census are free and available to 
guide business decisions and policy-making
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Information Required

The Economic Census asks for the following information 
by location

• Employer Identification Number

• Physical location

• Primary business activity

• Sales, receipts, or revenue

• Employment and payroll

• Industry-specific questions

50
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Economic Census Response 
• Program launched in May 2018

- Official letters mailed with web address and unique company code to access 
online survey

- Response to the 2017 Economic Census was due on June 12th.  Businesses who 
have not yet responded are now receiving past due notices with instructions on 
how to comply and get assistance.  Response is required by law. 

• Respondents were instructed to set up online account on secure website to 
complete survey 

- New requirement for Census Bureau economic surveys

- Similar to other online accounts with email username, password, security 
questions

• Key changes include
- Online response requirement, new reporting instrument for businesses with 

multiple locations, change in data collection timeframe

• Help is available online and via telephone

• Information and resources are available at www.census.gov/EconomicCensus
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Hidden Gems Data Key Points

• Data access:  
• Visit - census.gov
• Select – ‘Surveys/Programs’ and then ‘All Surveys & 

Programs’
• Data tools available 
• The Economic Census is the baseline for our Economic 

Programs.

Business Dynamics 
Statistics Quarterly Financial Report

Annual Capital 
Expenditures Survey Statistics of U.S. Businesses Medical Expenditure Panel Survey –

Insurance Component
Commodity Flow Survey
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Economic Programs 
Webinar Series

• Next webinar scheduled for October 25, 
2018

• Will cover the various types of helpful 
topics on data literacy. 

• Learn more at 
https://www.census.gov/data/training-
workshops.html
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https://www.census.gov/data/training-workshops.html
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Q & A and Thank You!

Contact Me At:
lynda.lee@census.gov

301-763-3044
Data User Outreach & Education Branch

1-800-242-2184
To schedule additional training with a Census Data 
Dissemination Specialist in your area, please call:

844-Ask-Data
Or email us at:

census.askdata@census.gov



Reference Materials
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www.census.gov/eos/www/naics

• A hierarchical classification system that groups establishments into industries based on 
the business activities in which they are primarily engaged.

• A comprehensive system covering the entire field  of business activities.

• Used to collect, tabulate, analyze, and disseminate statistics.

• A common language used among the United States, Canadian,  and Mexican statistical 
agencies

• Updated every five years

56

North  American  Industry Classification System (NAICS)
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DescriptionCodeLevel
Information

Broadcasting (except Internet)

Radio and Television Broadcasting

Radio Broadcasting

Radio Stations

51

515

5151

51511

515112

Sector

Subsector

Industry Group

Industry

U.S. Industry

NAICS Hierarchy
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Quarterly Financial Report Data Items
• Net Sales, Receipt, and Operating Revenues
• Depreciation, Depletion, and Amortization of Property, Plant, and Equipment
• All Other Operating Costs and Expenses
• Income (Loss) from Operations
• Interest Expense
• All Other Nonoperating Income (Expense)
• Income (Loss) Before Income Taxes
• Provision for Current and Deferred Domestic Income Taxes
• Income (Loss) After Income Taxes
• Cash Dividends Charged to Retained Earnings this Quarter
• Net Income Retained in Business
• Retained Earnings at Beginning of Quarter
• Other Direct Credits (Charges) to Retained Earnings (Net)
• Retained Earnings at End of Quarter
• Cash and Demand Deposits in the U.S.
• Time Deposits in the U.S., Including Negotiable Certificates of Deposit
• Total Cash on Hand and in U.S. Banks
• Other Short-term Financial Investments
• Total Cash, U.S. Government and Other Securities
• Trade Accounts and Trade Notes Receivable (Less Allowance for Doubtful Accounts)
• Inventories
• All Other Current Assets
• Total Current Assets
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Quarterly Financial Report Data Items
• Property, Plant, and Equipment
• Land and Mineral Rights
• Accumulated Depreciation, Depletion, and Amortization
• Net Property, Plant, and Equipment
• All Other Noncurrent Assets
• Total Assets
• Short-term Debt, Original Maturity of 1 Year or Less: Loans from Banks
• Short-term Debt, Original Maturity of 1 Year or Less:  Other Short-term Loans, Including Commercial Paper
• Trade Accounts and Trade Notes Payable
• Income Taxes Accrued, Prior and Current Years, Net of Payments
• Current Portion of Long-term Debt, Due in 1 Year or Less: Loans from Banks
• Current Portion of Long-term Debt, Due in 1 Year or Less:  Other Long-term Loans
• All Other Current Liabilities
• Total Current Liabilities
• Long-term Debt, Due in More than 1 Year: Loans from Banks
• Long-term Debt, Due in More than 1 Year: Other Long-term Loans
• All Other Noncurrent Liabilities
• Total Liabilities
• Capital Stock and Other Capital (Less Treasury Stock)
• Retained Earnings
• Stockholders’ Equity
• Total Liabilities and Stockholders’ Equity
• Net Working Capital
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