
Accessing the
Quarterly Workforce 
Indicators in
Census Business 
Builder
A Local Employment Dynamics Webinar
June 26th, 2019

Presented by: 
Andrew W. Hait
U.S. Census Bureau

1



Census 
Business 
Builder

Guiding Principles
 Easy to use
 Customer focused
 Provide access to Census data 

and more
 USDA & third party

 Leverage existing Census 
investments
 Esri, API

 Use latest technology
 Cloud

 Provide for free

CBB Home Page
https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html

https://www.census.gov
/data/data-
tools/cbb.Webinars.html
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https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.Webinars.html


Updates in Release 2.5 and Earlier

• Functionality
• SBE and RAE

• Add reference layers and to change the basemap
• Change the default map color palate and classing scheme

• RAE only
• Build regions of all supported geographic areas
• Build regions of 2+ different types of areas

• Data
• SBE & RAE

• Residential building permits data
• Upload your own data
• Workforce data from the QWI
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America Counts
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2019/06/a

merica-keeps-on-trucking.html
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Our Scenario… Researching the Trucking 
Shortage in the U.S.



Key Changes for Release 2.6 (scheduled for August 2019)

• Data
• Bureau of Labor Statistics Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages

(QCEW) data
• More recent data then Census has, wages data, and highlights seasonal industries

• Functionality
• SBE and RAE

• View data from selected programs on a 3rd dimension
• Employment size (CBP), revenue size (NES), or worker age (QWI)

• RAE only
• Build regions via pin drop/radius and free-hand select
• Links from list of area components of region on cover page of Region report to reports 

for each individual area
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https://www.bls.gov/cew/


Key Changes for Release 2.7 and Beyond
• Release 2.7 (December 2019)

• Data
• Updating the vintage of nearly all data sources (to 2018)

• Functionality
• Updating the NAICS and Geography vintages from 2012 to 2017
• Address API “challenges”

• 2.8 and beyond
• Data

• International Trade data by country; 2017 Economic Census
• Functionality

• Drill down to expanded or full NAICS hierarchy in RAE
• Create own variables in map and/or report
• Implement new Esri tech – more geographic areas displayed, auto-refresh filter
• Multiple map variables 
• Improved geographic and variable searching
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Q & A and Thank You!

Contact me at:
andrew.w.hait@census.gov

(301)763-6747
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