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Data.census.gov is now exclusively 
releasing data:
• Streamline access to data on census.gov 

search
• Maintain best of current tools
• Reduce redundancies and costs
• Provide greater access to Census API

data.census.gov: Changing the way you get 
data at the U.S. Census Bureau

American FactFinder Retired in Summer 
2019 and decommissioned in Spring 2020.  
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Data.census.gov is still a work in progress:
• Agile software development process
• Two month cycle of development:

• Develop, Release, Feedback, Redefine, 
Release Again
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Data Currently Available



Data Currently Available
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https://ask.census.gov/prweb/PRServletCustom?pyActivity=pyMobileSnapStart&ArticleID=KCP-5489
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Latest Updates



Highlights from Latest Release
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• More collections of geographies 
added

• Ability to change Table ID within the 
Advanced Search

• Ability to print tables 

• Updated layout for reference map 
view

• Responsive design for table 
display in mobile devices

• Descriptions on column headers 
on select datasets
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More collections of geographies added
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Collection of geographies found in data.census.gov right now:

• All States in the United States
• All Counties within the United States and all States
• All Places within the United States and all States
• All Congressional Districts for the 111th through 116th

Congresses in the United States and within States
• All American Indian Areas / Alaska Native Areas / Hawaiian Home

Lands (AIA/ANA/HHL) within the United States and by State
• All ZIP Code Tabulation Areas (ZCTAs) in the United States
• All State Legislative Districts, Upper Chamber and Lower Chamber 

within State
• All County Subdivisions within State and County
• All Urban Areas within the United States
• All Metropolitan-Micropolitan Statistical Areas within the United 

States 
• All Census Tracts within State and County
• All School Districts (Elementary, Secondary, and Unified) within States
• All Block Groups within Counties, and Tracts
• All Combined Statistical Areas within the United States
• All Public Use Microdata Areas (PUMAs) within the United States and all 

States

Bold:  New Release since Oct 2019
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How to access 2017 ACS 5-Year data for educational attainment in all census tracts 
within Gallatin County, Montana

1. Use Advanced Search to specify
2. Click “Geography” → click “Tract” → click “Montana” → click 

“Gallatin County, Montana” → select “All Census Tracts within 
Gallatin County, Montana” → then click on “SEARCH” button.
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How to access 2017 ACS 5-Year data for educational attainment in all census tracts within 
Gallatin County, Montana (continued)

1. Click “Topics” → click “Education” → then select “Educational Attainment”
4. Click “Years” → then select “2017”
5. Click “Surveys” → then select “ACS 5-Year Estimates Detailed Tables”
6. Click on “SEARCH”
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Ability to change Table ID within the 
Advanced Search
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How can I switch between different tables without losing the selected geography?

1. Use Advanced Search to specify
2. Click “Geography” → click “160 – Place within State” → click 

“Montana” → select “Bozeman city, Montana” → type in 
S0801 at the single search bar below Advanced Search → 
then click on “SEARCH” button. (please note that pressing 
Enter will not work)
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How to switch between different tables without losing selected geography?

3. Go back to Advanced Search
4. Type in dp03 at the single search bar below Advanced Search 

→ then click on “SEARCH” button. 
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Ability to print tables
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Once you have selected a 
table, hit the Ctrl + P keys to 
produce a printable table.

We hope to be able to build additional functionality on data.census.gov in 
the future. In the meantime, please try to print your tables from 
downloaded Excel or by this way:



18

To modify the printable table, 
users may find it helpful to 
reduce the column width, change 
the printing format to landscape, 
or adjust it to the smaller scale.
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Updated layout for reference map view
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How to find all census tracts in Gallatin County, Montana through map? 

Go to the map → select “Census Tract” at 
Geographies dropdown → click on an 
individual tract to add it.
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How to find all census tracts in Gallatin County, Montana through map?

Or use the rectangle tool to add multiple 
tracts at one time.



23

Responsive design for table display in 
mobile devices



24

In Portrait 
format
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In Landscape 
format
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Descriptions on column headers on select datasets
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Reminders and Other Resources



Starting a Search
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Customizing a Table
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1. New product dropdown allows 
you to quickly switch between 
years or datasets (ACS 1-year vs. 
5-year estimates)

2. Controls to customize your table 
are a click away and no longer 
hidden under a chevron

3. Size of table controls reduced to 
allow you to view more data
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Download Options:  CSV Flat File

1. Click “Download”
2. Select checkboxes for the tables you’d 

like to download
3. Click “Download Selected”
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Download Options:  CSV Flat File (continued)
4. Click “Download”
5. Click “Download Now”
6. Open your download in the zip file
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Download Options:  Export to Excel
You can now export an entire table to Excel:
• Right click the table
• Select Export Table
• Select Export to Excel

Open Excel file



34

Download Options: Copy and Paste
You can now copy and paste cells 
from data.census.gov into Excel
• Select cells
• Right click and select copy cells



Mapping: View Table of Mapped Estimate
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You can now create a table 
view of the single estimate 
you mapped

1. Click Customize Map

2. Click View Table in the 
left panel

3. View your table
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geocoding.geo.census.gov/geocoder

Census Geocoder Address Lookup
Find the block group and census tract for an address:
• Click Address under “Find Geographies Using…” 
• Enter street address (example: 2300 Empire Ave, Burbank, CA 91504)
• Click Find



37

Census Geocoder Address Lookup (continued)
Edit URL to get results for block group (8), census tract (10) and county (86) 
• Add &layers=8,10,86 to the end of the URL 
• Press enter

Tips:
• Find codes for your geographic layers of interest:

https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/arcgis/rest/services
/TIGERweb/tigerWMS_Current/MapServer

• The Census Geocoder shows results for state, 
county, census tract, and block by default but you 
can manually specify many other types of 
geographies by editing the URL
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geocoding.geo.census.gov/geocoder/geographies/address?street=2300+Empire+Ave&city=
Burbank&state=CA&zip=91504&benchmark=4&vintage=4&layers=8,10,86

Census Geocoder Address Lookup (continued)
• View the NAME section under the headings for Census Block Groups, Census Tracts, and Counties 
• The street address falls within Block Group 1, Census Tract 3105.01, Los Angeles County
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Overcoming Roadblocks



Collections of Geographies:
Where Are the Checkboxes to Select All Geos in a List?
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We do not have all the collections available that 
AFF had. While we work to add them:

• Use maps on data.census.gov to select 
individual geographies or small groupings

• Use FTP sites or API

• Guides on how to access these data through the 
API are available on our Resource Page at: 
https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-
census-gov.html

https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html


Geographic Comparison Tables
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Geographic Comparison Table:

data.census.gov offers more flexibility to 
create a view similar to a Geographic 
Comparison Table for any estimate and 
set of geographies

• Map the estimate you are interested 
in and select “View Table” in the left 
panel of the “Customize Map” view
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Topics Hierarchy 
Topics Hierarchy has changed:  Familiarize yourself with new topics layout.



Download Errors
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Break your download into smaller pieces by using: 
• Fewer geographies
• Fewer tables/vintages in a single download
• Smaller tables 

Example: Download median income from Detailed Table 
B19013 instead of Subject Table S1903

Download from FTP Sites:
Links to FTP sites on data.census.gov

Census Bureau’s Data API
census.gov/developers

https://www.census.gov/developers/


Shapefile Downloads
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Geography Resources
1. Shapefiles for common types of 

geographic areas: Use the TIGER/Line 
Shapefiles web interface and 
reference FAQ KCP-5491

2. Shapefiles for all geographic areas: 
Use the FTP site and see the 
educational brochure on 
Downloading TIGER/Line Shapefiles

FAQ: How to Download 
Shapefiles:
ask.census.gov/prweb/
PRServletCustom?pyAc
tivity=pyMobileSnapSta
rt&ArticleID=KCP-5491

https://www.census.gov/cgi-bin/geo/shapefiles/index.php
https://ask.census.gov/prweb/PRServletCustom?pyActivity=pyMobileSnapStart&ArticleID=KCP-5491
ftp://ftp2.census.gov/geo/tiger/
https://www2.census.gov/geo/pdfs/education/tiger/Downloading_TIGERLine_Shp.pdf
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Live Demo



Single Search Bar



All Results Page



Geography Profile



Table Display



Copy and Paste



Search by Table ID
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Print Table: 
Control P
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Modify the Scale 
to Print



Search by Survey



Description of 
Column Header



Advanced Search



Collections of Geographies 
(e.g., All tracts in a county)



Searching by Table ID 
in Advanced Search





Adding 
Geographies



Data Notes



Hide Feature



Filter Feature



Connection to 
FTP Site



Download



Multiple Table 
Download



All Block Groups     
in a County







Search for All 
Counties



Mapping Feature



Switch to 5-Year 
Data for Coverage



Customize Map



View Table 



Clear Geography



Select New 
Geography Layer



Tract Level Layer



Select a Geography



Rectangular 
Selection Tool



81

Microdata Access
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data.census.gov/mdat



How-To Guide: www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html

83

http://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html


Our Development Depends on YOUR Feedback

Check out data.census.gov and provide comments at 
cedsci.feedback@census.gov
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Questions/Feedback

Media:

Public Information Office
U.S. Census Bureau
pio@census.gov
301-763-3030
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Public:

Center for Enterprise Dissemination 
U.S. Census Bureau
cedsci.feedback@census.gov

mailto:pio@census.gov
mailto:cedsci.feedback@census.gov


Upcoming Webinars

Assessing the 2017 Economic Census 
Local Area Data on data.census.gov: 
Tips and Tricks

Date: January 21st , 2020
Time: 2:00 pm EST
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census.gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html
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Where can I find training and resources on using 
data.census.gov and Microdata Access?

data.census.gov Resources page
https://census.gov/data/what-is-

data-census-gov.html

https://census.gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html


Stay Connected: Webinars, Tutorials, and Feedback
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Census Academy:
census.gov/academy
• Webinars: Recorded and upcoming 

webinars on data.census.gov
• Data Gems: A series of short “How-To” 

videos 

FAQs: Browse the data.census.gov section at 
ask.census.gov

Feedback: Email comments to 
cedsci.feedback@census.gov

NEW Data Gem: 
How to Select Your Area to 

Access Data Using 
data.census.gov

census.gov/data/academy/data-
gems/2019/select-your-area.html

https://ask.census.gov/
mailto:cedsci.feedback@census.gov
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https://questionweb.com/59212/

Webinar Evaluation

https://questionweb.com/59212/
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