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• The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest statistical 
agency.

• We conduct more than 130 censuses and surveys each year, including 

- The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population and housing 
count of the United States

- The American Community Survey – the ongoing annual survey of the 
nation’s population 

- The Census of Governments – identifies the scope and nature of the 
nation's state and local government sector

- The Economic Census – the official five-year measure of American 
business

• Our mission is to serve as the leading source of quality data about 
America’s people, places, and economy. 

About the Census Bureau

https://www.census.gov/

2017 Economic Census webinar |  January 2020 |  2



• NAICS: Every 2- thru 6-digit code covered by the Census Bureau

• Excludes Agriculture (NAICS 11) and other selected types of business (see 
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-
naics.html#par_textimage for full list of exclusions) 

• Geography: Provides data at the national, state, metro area, county, 
and place levels

• Other Dimensions: Data by business size, Franchise status, etc.

• Over 200 data variables shown, including variables like the number of 
establishments, employment, payroll, and sales plus sector-specific 
variables (inventories, assets, expenses, etc.)

• Product Lines data

 Released on data.census.gov, Census Business Builder, the Census 
Data API, and other Census data tools

The Economic Census
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-naics.html#par_textimage


See the release schedule on the Economic 
Census web site 

(https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/economic-census/about/release-

schedules.html) for updates
(Includes the Economic Census of Island Areas releases)
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GAS datasets in data.census.gov
• EC1700BASIC
• EC17xx datasets 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/about/release-schedules.html


“What’s Has Been Released by State?” Interactive Map 
(Prototype displayed to the right)

(Supplements the Excel release schedule presented on 
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-

census/about/release-schedules.html. Covers data released in 
Geographic Area Statistics.)

Key Features:
• Displays share of sectors released for each state (peach fill)

• Whole hex displayed in peach when all sectors released for 
the state)

• Displays share of all states and sectors released (donut)
• Clicking on a state displays release status for the state

• List of sectors released
• Direct links into data.census.gov to selected data for the 

state and sector
• Selecting a sector from the menu refreshes the map to show 

which states are released for that sector

Hex-format of map makes viewing on mobile devices easier

Users are encouraged to check this map first before browsing 2017 
Economic Census Geographic Area Statistics data in data.census.gov 
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Key Changes in the 2017 Economic Census

• Geographic area changes (counties, places, metros)
• Visit https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-

census/geographies.html for more information

• North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) changes (new 
codes, changed codes)

• Visit the NAICS website (https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/) for more 
information

• Other Changes (that won’t impact local area data)
• The New North American Product Classification System (NAPCS) (replaces old 

“Product Lines” tables)
• Visit the NAPCS website and Concordance Tables (https://www.census.gov/programs-

surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-napcs.html) for more information
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/geographies.html
https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-napcs.html


Scenarios Data Users Will Face During the Data Release Period

• Best Case Scenario
• The data for the industry(ies) and geography(ies) requested are all displayed

• Partial Scenario
• The data for some of the industry(ies) and geography(ies) requested are displayed but 

others are not displayed
• The data for the industries/geographies not displayed have been released but are suppressed
• The data for the industries/geographies not displayed have not yet been released but are valid for 

release
• The data for the industries/geographies not displayed have not yet been released and are not valid 

for release (will never be released)

• Worst Case Scenario
• The data for none of the industry(ies) and geography(ies) requested are displayed
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Data.Census.Gov Demo
• Key Use Cases

• A fact (or multiple facts) for a single industry and geography
• Using the “I’m looking for” Search

• Multiple facts for a single industry and multiple geographies (e.g. an industry trade 
association)

• Using the Advanced Search
• Multiple facts for a single geography (or group of geographies) but multiple (or all) 

industries (e.g. a regional planning authority or chamber of commerce)
• Using the Advanced Search

• Data.census.gov tools
• Customize table (Change geographies, Change NAICS codes, Download, print, and 

share, View data notes
• Using the Geo Profiles
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Visit “data.census.gov Resources at 
https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html
for FAQs, tutorials, and training information

https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html
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Check the Economic Census Website for More Information
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census.html


QuickFacts
Data for cities and towns with population 5,000 or more

Where to Access the 2017 Economic Census Data

Census Business Builder
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Data.census.gov

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045217


Summary
• The Economic Census (EC) provides a wealth of data

• Check out the EC web site for more information

• The local area data from the EC are released on a flow basis by sector and 
state

• Check out the EC web site for more information

• When accessing EC data over time, ensure that the data are comparable
• Check out the EC web site for more information

• When accessing the EC data on data.census.gov, please send us your 
feedback!
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Q & A and Thank You!

Contact me at:
Andrew.W.Hait@census.gov

(301)763-6747
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