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• The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest statistical 
agency.

• We conduct more than 130 censuses and surveys each year, including 

- The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population and housing 
count of the United States

- The American Community Survey – the ongoing annual survey of the 
nation’s population 

- The Census of Governments – identifies the scope and nature of the 
nation's state and local government sector

- The Economic Census – the official five-year measure of American 
business

• Our mission is to serve as the leading source of quality data about 
America’s people, places, and economy. 

About the Census Bureau

https://www.census.gov/
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• Census Bureau Economic Surveys are a key source for official statistics companies can use: 

– Monthly and Quarterly are small sample surveys that provide the most TIMELY data available

– Annual surveys have larger samples and provide the most up-to-date TREND data available

– Every 5 years, the Economic Census measures all businesses and provides the most COMPREHENSIVE data available 

• These surveys set the standard for U.S. economic statistics, and are fueled by the data provided by individual businesses

Monthly 
and Quarterly 

Surveys

Annual Surveys

Economic Census – Every 5 years

Census Economic Surveys
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• NAICS: Every 2- thru 6-digit code covered by the Census Bureau

• Excludes Agriculture (NAICS 11) and other selected types of business (see 
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-
naics.html#par_textimage for full list of exclusions) 

• Geography: Provides data at the national, state, metro area, county, 
and place levels

• Other Dimensions: Data by business size, Franchise status, etc.

• Over 200 data variables shown, including variables like the number of 
establishments, employment, payroll, and sales plus sector-specific 
variables (inventories, assets, expenses, etc.)

• Product Lines data

• Released on data.census.gov, Census Business Builder, and other 
Census tools

Also have related data based on the race, ethnicity, gender, and veteran status of the business 
owner in the Survey of Business Owners and  the Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs

The Economic Census (EC)
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-naics.html#par_textimage
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https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/economic-census/about/release-
schedules.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/about/release-schedules.html


2017 Economic Census GAS Release Resources
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-
census/news-updates/releases.html

CO started 1/9; AZ, CA, HI, & NV data started 1/16

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/news-updates/releases.html


Key Changes in the 2017 Economic Census

• Geographic area changes (counties, places, metros)
• North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) changes (new 

codes, changed codes)
• The New North American Product Classification System (NAPCS) 

(replaces old “Product Lines” tables)
• Other changes

• Dropped and Changed “Miscellaneous Subjects” tables
• New Disclosure Rules (and their impacts)
• New Data.census.gov dissemination platform
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For a summary of the key changes, view our recorded webinar at 
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2019/2017-econ-census.html

https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2019/2017-econ-census.html


Geographic Area Changes for Arizona

• No metro changes
• 105 economic place 

changes
• 56 Places with Area Gain
• 46 Places with Area Loss
• 1 Place with a name change  

(Buckeye)
• 2 New Places
• 1 Dropped Place
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Visit https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerwebecon/ for online map 
resources to better understand the changes

Visit https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/economic-
census/geographies.html for more 
information

Added Places (Cross-over place parts highlighted in blue)
COUNTY Code TITLE PLACE Code TITLE

011 Greenlee County 47610 Morenci CDP
015 Mohave County 18740 Desert Hills CDP

Dropped Places
COUNTY Code TITLE PLACE Code TITLE

025 Yavapai County 06610 Black Canyon City CDP

https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerwebecon/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/geographies.html


Geographic Area Changes for California

• No metro changes
• 445 economic place 

changes
• 234 Places with Area Gain
• 189 Places with Area Loss
• 1 Place with a name change  

(University of California-
Davis CDP)

• 20 New Places
• 6 Dropped Places
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Visit https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerwebecon/ for online map 
resources to better understand the changes

Visit https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/economic-
census/geographies.html for more 
information

Added Places (Cross-over place parts highlighted in blue)
COUNTY Code TITLE PLACE Code TITLE

015 Del Norte County 06150 Bertsch-Oceanview CDP
019 Fresno County 11614 Caruthers CDP
023 Humboldt County 34540 Hoopa CDP

029 Kern County 73868 Stallion Springs CDP
77588 Taft Heights CDP

037 Los Angeles County 81967 Val Verde CDP
039 Madera County 55842 Parkwood CDP
047 Merced County 72954 South Dos Palos CDP
063 Plumas County 21026 East Quincy CDP
065 Riverside County 72156 Sky Valley CDP
079 San Luis Obispo County 39670 Lake Nacimiento CDP
083 Santa Barbara County 48147 Mission Canyon CDP
085 Santa Clara County 41282 Lexington Hills CDP
087 Santa Cruz County 16434 Corralitos CDP
105 Trinity County 32562 Hayfork CDP
107 Tulare County 58191 Poplar-Cotton Center CDP
109 Tuolumne County 14904 Columbia CDP
111 Ventura County 39735 Lake Sherwood CDP

115 Yuba County 04576 Beale AFB CDP
42412 Loma Rica CDP

https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerwebecon/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/geographies.html


Geographic Area Changes for Colorado

• No metro changes
• 170 economic place 

changes
• 102 Places with Area Gain
• 59 Places with Area Loss
• 0 Places with a name change
• 7 New Places
• 1 Dropped Place
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Visit https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerwebecon/ for online map 
resources to better understand the changes

Visit https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/economic-
census/geographies.html for more 
information

Added Places (Cross-over place parts highlighted in blue)
COUNTY Code TITLE PLACE Code TITLE

000 Cross-Over Place Total 74375 Strasburg CDP
001 Adams County 74375 Strasburg CDP
005 Arapahoe County 74375 Strasburg CDP
041 El Paso County 57025 Palmer Lake town
103 Rio Blanco County 49875 Meeker town
123 Weld County 43605 La Salle town
125 Yuma County 86310 Wray city

Dropped Places
COUNTY Code TITLE PLACE Code TITLE

113 San Miguel County 76795 Telluride town

https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerwebecon/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/geographies.html


Geographic Area Changes for Hawaii

• No metro changes
• 28 economic place changes

• 11 Places with Area Gain
• 11 Places with Area Loss
• 0 Places with a name change
• 6 New Places
• 1 Dropped Place (Volcano CDP)
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Visit https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerwebecon/ for online map 
resources to better understand the changes

Visit https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/economic-
census/geographies.html for more 
information

Added Places (Cross-over place parts highlighted in blue)
COUNTY Code TITLE PLACE Code TITLE

001 Hawaii County 16000 Honalo CDP

003 Honolulu County
39400 Ko Olina CDP
80600 Wheeler AFB CDP

007 Kauai County
07000 Eleele CDP
39200 Koloa CDP
77000 Wailua CDP

Dropped Places
COUNTY Code TITLE PLACE Code TITLE

001 Hawaii County 72350 Volcano CDP

https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerwebecon/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/geographies.html


Geographic Area Changes for Nevada

• No metro changes
• 32 economic place 

changes
• 15 Places with Area 

Gain
• 16 Places with Area 

Loss
• 0 Places with a name 

change
• 0 New Places
• 1 Dropped Place 

(Mesquite city – part in 
Lincoln County)
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Visit https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerwebecon/ for online map 
resources to better understand the changes

Visit https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/economic-
census/geographies.html for more 
information

2017 2012

Description of Change (2012 to 2017)Economic Place Long (LSAD) 
Name

ECPLA
CE 

Code

COUNT
Y code COUNTY Name Economic Place Long (LSAD) 

Name

ECPLA
CE 

Code

COUNT
Y code

Boulder City city 06500 003 Clark County Boulder City city 06500 003 Area Gain

Dayton CDP 17500 019 Lyon County Dayton CDP 17500 019 Area Loss

Elko city 22500 007 Elko County Elko city 22500 007 Area Gain

Enterprise CDP 23770 003 Clark County Enterprise CDP 23770 003 Area Gain

Fallon city 24100 001 Churchill County Fallon city 24100 001 Area Loss

Gardnerville Ranchos CDP 26500 005 Douglas County Gardnerville Ranchos CDP 26500 005 Area Loss

Henderson city 31900 003 Clark County Henderson city 31900 003 Area Loss

Las Vegas city 40000 003 Clark County Las Vegas city 40000 003 Area Loss

Lemmon Valley CDP 41800 031 Washoe County Lemmon Valley CDP 41800 031 Area Loss

Mesquite city 46000 003 Clark County Mesquite city 46000 003 Area Loss

Nellis AFB CDP 50400 003 Clark County Nellis AFB CDP 50400 003 Area Gain

North Las Vegas city 51800 003 Clark County North Las Vegas city 51800 003 Area Loss

Paradise CDP 54600 003 Clark County Paradise CDP 54600 003 Area Gain

Reno city 60600 031 Washoe County Reno city 60600 031 Area Gain

Spanish Springs CDP 68350 031 Washoe County Spanish Springs CDP 68350 031 Area Loss

Sparks city 68400 031 Washoe County Sparks city 68400 031 Area Loss

Summerlin South CDP 70900 003 Clark County Summerlin South CDP 70900 003 Area Gain

Sunrise Manor CDP 71400 003 Clark County Sunrise Manor CDP 71400 003 Area Gain

Sun Valley CDP 71600 031 Washoe County Sun Valley CDP 71600 031 Area Loss

Whitney CDP 83800 003 Clark County Whitney CDP 83800 003 Area Loss

https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerwebecon/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/geographies.html


NAICS

• The standard used by US Federal statistical agencies to classify 
businesses

• Developed by OMB, Statistics Canada, and Mexico’s stat agency
(INEGI)

• Helps ensure statistical comparability across North American countries
• Adopted in 1997 and updated every 5 years (see the 2017 NAICS Manual)

• Types of Changes
• One-to-One (Recodes), Many-to-One (Combos), and Many-to-Many
• One-to-Many (Splitters) (none for 2017, few in 2012)
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https://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/concepts/index
http://www.inegi.org.mx/
https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/2017NAICS/2017_NAICS_Manual.pdf


NAICS Changes for 2017

• Mining

• Manufacturing

• Retail Trade

Visit the NAICS website for more information 
(https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/)
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https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/


NAICS Changes for 2017 (cont.)

• Information

• Real Estate & Rental & Leasing

• Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services
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North American Product Classification System (NAPCS)
• Product Lines provide a more detailed breakout of the products made and 

sold and services provided by businesses
• 2012 Economic Census Product Lines Data

• Mining and Manufacturing
• Product lines data shown at the 6- thru 10-digit product code levels

• Construction
• Data by Kind of Business and Type of Construction shown in place of product lines

• Other Sectors
• Show data at the broad (end in “0”) and detailed lines

• 2017 Economic Census NAPCS Data
• Will make it easier to compare data across sectors
• Scheduled for release in November 2020

Visit the NAPCS website and Concordance Tables for more 
information (https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-
napcs.html)
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-napcs.html


Other Changes for 2017
• Establishment & Firm Size releases

• Consolidated into 7 tables (separate tables in 
2012)

• Size categories standardized across sectors
• Adjustments to Miscellaneous Subjects 

tables
• 38 tables dropped and 7 tables added
• Consolidation of Class of Customer, Enterprise 

Support, and Exported Services releases
• No ZIP Code data (see ZBP)
• No Place-level data for Manufacturing
• New Data.census.gov dissemination platform
• New Disclosure Rules 
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QuickFacts
Data for cities and towns with population 5,000 or more

Where to Access the 2017 Economic Census Data
Census Business Builder 3.0
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Data.census.gov

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045217


2017 Economic Census Fun Facts
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-
census/library/visualizations.html

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2020/02/
economic-census-measuring-a-changing-
america.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/library/visualizations.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2020/02/economic-census-measuring-a-changing-america.html


Selected Findings for Arizona
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Selected Findings for California
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1,192,474,635
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Selected Findings for Colorado
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135,159,400
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Selected Findings for Hawai’i
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21,658,911
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Selected Findings for Nevada

2017 EC webinar |  March 2020 |  24

45,110,663

0

5,000,000

10,000,000

15,000,000

20,000,000

25,000,000

30,000,000

35,000,000

40,000,000

45,000,000

50,000,000

Value of sales, shipments, receipts, revenue, or business 
done: 2017 ($1,000)

6,876,493 

0

1,000,000

2,000,000

3,000,000

4,000,000

5,000,000

6,000,000

7,000,000

8,000,000

Value of sales, shipments, receipts, revenue, or business done -
Change: 2012 to 2017 ($1,000)

Note: Revenue data not available at the state level for the 
Utilities, Information, and Finance and Insurance sectors. 



Summary

• The Economic Census provides a wealth of business data
• Learn more at https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census.html

• The data are released on a flow basis (all states/sectors will be complete in August 
2020) and more data is coming

• Learn more at https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/news-
updates/releases.html

• Geography changes constantly… make sure data are comparable
• Learn more at https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/geographies.html

• The 2017 EC provides data on the new 2017 NAICS basis
• Learn more at https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/

• The data are now being released on data.census.gov
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/news-updates/releases.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/geographies.html
https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/


Q & A and Thank You!

Contact me at:
Andrew.W.Hait@census.gov

(301)763-6747
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