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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to Intro to Census Bureau
Our presenter today is Ana-Maria Garcia.
Ana-Maria Garcia has worked for the US Census Bureau since 1999. During her tenure she has held the following positions – Partnership Specialist in the Boston Region; Local Census Office Manager in Hartford, CT; Partnership Coordinator and Data Dissemination Specialist in the New York Region Office.   
 
Currently, as a Data Dissemination Specialist Ms. Garcia is responsible for providing instruction to community groups, staff of elected officials, government agencies and the general public on how to access census data. Being bi-lingual, Ms. Garcia provides instruction both in English and Spanish.  She is responsible for the following geography – Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Maine and Puerto Rico.   
 
Ms. Garcia holds a J.D. from Temple University.  
 



Objective

• Basic understanding of Puerto Rico Community Survey (PRCS)
• Importance of the PRCS
• Difference between American Community Survey (ACS) and Puerto 

Rico Community Survey
• Puerto Rico Community Survey Topics
• Understanding Census Geographic Levels
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U.S.  Census Bureau 
• Overview

Puerto Rico Community Survey 
• What is it?
• Importance 

Difference between American Community Survey/Puerto Rico Community Survey 
• Overview 

Census Geography 
• Geography 

Important 2020 Census Information 

Live Demo – data.census.gov

Q&A

Agenda
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I will provide a brief overview of the U.S. Census Bureau 

Then define the Puerto Rico Community Survey and its importance and the importance of the Census 2020 questionnaire 

We will then compare and see some of the differences between the American Community Survey and Puerto Rico Community Survey and explore the various geographic levels. 

Finally, we will go live to data.census.gov to retrieve data for Puerto Rico.  



U.S. Census  Bureau 
Overview
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
�The U.S. Census Bureau has been headquartered in Suitland, Md. since 1942.  Our staff is approx. 4,200 permanent members and we have  grown to several hundred thousand temporary employees to help conduct the 2020 census. The Census Bureau is part of the U.S. Department of Commerce and is overseen by the Economics and Statistics Administration (ESA) within the Department of Commerce. The Economics and Statistics Administration provides high-quality economic analysis and fosters the missions of the U.S. Census Bureau.  

The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest statistical agency. We are dedicated to providing current facts and figures about America’s people, places, and economy. Important to note, that Federal law protects the confidentiality of all the information the Census Bureau collects.



Census
Decennial Census 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
��Decennial Census
We are most known for conducting the decennial census every ten years.

The decennial census is the once-a-decade population and housing count of all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the Island Areas as required by the U.S. Constitution. The results of the decennial census determine the number of seats for each state in the U.S. House of Representatives and are used to draw congressional and state legislative districts and to distribute more than $675 billion in federal funds each year to local communities. It helps the government decide how to distribute funds and assistance to states and localities. It is also used to draw the lines of legislative districts and reapportion the seats each State holds in Congress..
�The census tells us who we are and where we are going as a nation, and helps our communities determine where to build everything from schools  to supermarkets, and from homes to hospitals. 





The Puerto Rico Community Survey
How is the PRCS Different from the ACS?
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PRCS ACS

Language Initial mailing sent to PR addresses are in Spanish Initial mailings to US addresses are in English 

Data Collection Method Mail or in-person Internet, mail and in-person follow up 

Annual Sample Size ~36,000 addresses ~3.5 million addresses 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Puerto Rico Community Survey (PRCS) is part of the Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS), customized for Puerto Rico. The PRCS provides data every year – giving communities in Puerto Rico the current information they need to manage change and plan for the future. While the ACS and PRCS are very similar, there are some differences between the two surveys, some of which are outlined on this slide.


PRCS 
Language 
Initial mailings sent to PR addresses are printed in Spanish, although residents can request English-language materials. 
Data Collection Methods
Data are only collected by mail or in-person. There is no internet data collection in Puerto Rico. 
Annual Sample Size 
~36,000 addresses 
Population Controls 
PRCS estimates are controlled to population estimates by age and sex only. 
PRCS estimates are controlled to the population at the county (municipio) level (not the sub-county level). 
No housing unit controls are available for Puerto Rico. 

ACS Survey 
Color 
Green 
Language 
Initial mailings sent to U.S. addresses are printed in English, and residents can request Spanish-language materials. 
Data Collection Methods 
Data are collected by internet, mail, and in-person follow-up. 
Annual Sample Size 
~3.5 million addresses 
Population Controls 
ACS estimates are controlled to the Census Bureau’s Population Estimates Program totals by age, sex, race, and Hispanic origin. 
ACS estimates are controlled to the population at the county and sub-county level. 
ACS housing unit totals are controlled to the Census Bureau’s Population Estimates Program. 




The Puerto Rico Community Survey (cont’d) 
How is the PRCS Different from the ACS?
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PRCS ACS

Property Size Uses “cuerda” as unit of measurement Uses acre as unit of measurement 

Plumbing Facilities Running water and a water heater Hot and  Cold 

Nutrition Assistance 

Program Benefits Nutritional Assistance Program in place of SNAP Food Stamp or Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
QUESTIONS ON THE FORM 
*The following question numbering pertain to the 2019 ACS/PRCS survey and may vary for other survey years.* 
ACS PRCS Property Size (Housing Question #4) 
ACS uses acre as unit of measurement. 
PRCS uses cuerda (or “Spanish acre,” equal to .971 acres). 
Plumbing Facilities - Running Water (Housing Question #7) 
ACS asks respondents if they have “hot and cold 
PRCS asks respondents if they have “running water” running water.” and “a water heater,” which includes the unit that 
hooks up to the neck of the showerhead to heat shower water. It is less common to have hot water heaters in Puerto Rico. 
Nutrition Assistance Program Benefits (Housing Question #15) 
ACS asks whether anyone in the household received benefits through the Food Stamp Program or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). 
PRCS asks whether anyone in the household received benefits from the “Nutritional Assistance Program” in place of SNAP. Eligibility requirements and benefit amounts are 
determined by Puerto Rico, rather than the federal government. 

Geographic Areas Emphasized in the Survey (Person 1 Questions #7, 8, 9, 15, 31, 42) Place of Birth, Citizenship, and Year of Entry; Migration/Residence 1 Year Ago; Place of Work; Class of Worker 
PRCS “place of birth” and “citizenship” puts focus on PR. -  ACS “place of birth” and “citizenship” puts focus on US. 

PRCS “year of entry” question asks when someone came to live in Puerto Rico. - ACS “year of entry” question asks when a respondent came to live in the United States

PRCS “residence 1 year ago” lists “municipio” first. - ACS “residence 1 year ago” lists “U.S. county” first. 

PRCS “place of work” question asks for municipio in Puerto Rico.  - ACS “place of work” question asks for county and state of work location. 



. 




The Puerto Rico Community Survey 
Content Overview

Citizenship
Disability
Educational Attainment
Grandparents
Language
Marital Status
Migration
School Enrollment
Veterans

Class of Worker 
Commuting
Employment Status
Health Insurance
Hours/Week, Weeks/Year
Income
Industry & Occupation

Age
Race
Relationship
Sex

POPULATION

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC

ECONOMIC

Costs (Mortgage, Taxes, Insurance)
Heating Fuel 
Home Value
Occupancy
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities
Structure
Tenure (Own/Rent)
Utilities
Vehicles
Year Built/ Year Moved In

HOUSING

8

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the types of data collected 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here you can see the actual PRCS and ACS questionaires.  

Note:

PRCS 
Color 
Purple 

ACS
Color 
Green 
 



1790-1930 Census  
one form to all households

1940-2000 Census  
short form & long form

1996-2004 ACS  
demonstration period

2005-present ACS/PRCS 
annual estimates for all 
geographies

2010 Census and future 
short form only

1996

2000

2005

2020

2010

1790
1800
1810
1820
1830
1840
1850
1860
1870
1880
1890
1900
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970
1980
1990
2000
2010
2020

Census - History
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to understand what the PRCS is and why it exists, I will discuss a bit of Census history.

The first census of the United States was conducted in 1790, and occurred every ten years with one form being used to collect data from all households until 1930. 

From 1940 to 2000, the decennial census (which is the name for the census conducted every ten years) contained a short form used to collect data from all households and a long form that was used to collect data from a sample of households. The long form approach worked well initially, but the data became less and less current as the decade progressed after each decennial Census. 

In the early 1990s, demand from a wide variety of users for current, nationally-consistent data led federal government policymakers to consider the feasibility of collecting social, economic, and housing data continuously throughout the decade.  

In 2000, a large scale demonstration of the American Community Survey was conducted.  The ACS was then fully implemented in 2005, and began collecting data for all of America’s communities each year.  There is also the Puerto Rico Community Survey (PRCS), which is the equivalent of the ACS in Puerto Rico. 

In 2010 and moving forward, the decennial census is only a short form sent to all households because the PRCS and ACS now collect information each year that was once collected by the long form each decade.



Estimated Population of 
Geographic Area

1-Year Estimates
1-Year Supplemental 

Estimates 5-Year Estimates

65,000 or more X X X

20,000 to 64,999 X X

Less than 20,000 X

Release Date September 26, 2019 February 6, 2020 December 19, 2019

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html

The American Community Survey
Availability of 2018 Data Products
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
ACS data products are released about one year after the data are collected, and the first year of data collection with a full sample was in 2005.  The 2018 ACS data products will be released on a modified, staggered schedule due to delays in post data collection processing.   The ACS data collected in 2018 was released on September 26, 2019 as 1-year estimates with some remaining tables and products coming out on October 17, 2019.  ACS 1-year estimates, combining data collected over 12 months, are available for geographic areas with a population of 65,000 or more. 

ACS 1-year Supplemental Estimates are a subset of Detailed Tables that are available for geographic areas with populations of 20,000 or more. They are simplified versions of popular ACS tables and provide the most current data to almost twice as many geographies as compared to the standard 1-year release. We released the 1-year Supplemental Estimates on February 6, 2020.
(note: 15,101 geographies in the 2014 Supplemental Estimates vs. 7,819 geographies in the 2014 ACS 1-year release)
 
ACS 5-year estimates, combining data collected over 60 months, are available for geographic areas of all sizes down to the census tract and block group level.  The 2014-2018 ACS 5-year estimates were released on December 19, 2019 with some remaining tables and products released on January 16, 2020.

Thus, ACS data are available for geographic areas with a population of 20,000 or more in the form of 1-year and 5-year estimates. ACS data are only available for geographic areas with a population less than 20,000 in the form of 5-year estimates. 

We also release 1-year and 5-year Public Use Microdata Sample (or PUMS) files for users who want to create custom tables, and Variance Replicate Estimates for users who want to calculate margins of error.  Use the link on the slide to access our complete release schedule.

Note to speaker:
The Census Bureau used to produce 3-year estimates, but they were discontinued due to budget reasons beginning with the 2014 data release.  Past 3-year data products for populations of 20,000+ are still available to the public.


https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html


Census Geography
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Nation

Regions

States

Counties

Census Tracts

Block Groups

Congressional 
Districts

American Indian/
Alaska Native Areas/ 
Hawaiian Home Lands

Urban Areas
Metropolitan and 
Micropolitan Areas

Zip Code 
Tabulation 
Areas

PlacesSchool 
Districts

Public Use 
Microdata 
Areas 
(PUMAs)

Alaska 
Native 
Regional 
Areas

State 
Legislative 
Districts
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The American Community Survey
Selected Census Geographic Concepts

• 600 to 3,000
population

• 240 to 1,200 
housing units

Census Blocks
Blocks are not defined by population
and are the smallest geographic level 
at which data are ever released  
(Decennial Census, not the ACS)

• 1,200 to 8,000 population (optimum 4,000)
• 480 to 3,200 housing units

• Cities and towns -- incorporated  
• Census Designated Places  (CDPs):

- - Unincorporated; no size threshold
- - Separate and distinct from city/town
- - Redefined each census

Presenter
Presentation Notes


Looking at this slide – Focus on the spine in the center of the page which goes from the highest geography – Nation to the lowest – Block (for a decennial) 

From each of these main geographies you see (in blue) lower geographies


NATION
ZIP Code Tabulation Areas (ZCTAs) are approximate area representations of U.S. Postal Service (USPS) five-digit ZIP Code service areas that the Census Bureau creates using whole blocks to present statistical data from censuses and surveys.  The Census Bureau defines ZCTAs by allocating each block that contains addresses to a single ZCTA, usually to the ZCTA that reflects the most frequently occurring ZIP Code for the addresses within that tabulation block.  Blocks that do not contain addresses but are completely surrounded by a single ZCTA (enclaves) are assigned to the surrounding ZCTA; those surrounded by multiple ZCTAs will be added to a single ZCTA based on limited buffering performed between multiple ZCTAs.  The Census Bureau identifies five-digit ZCTAs using a five-character numeric code that represents the most frequently occurring USPS ZIP Code within that ZCTA, and this code may contain leading zeros

REGIONS
are groupings of states and the District of Columbia that subdivide the United States for the presentation of census data.  There are four census regions—Northeast, Midwest, South, and West.  Each of the four census regions is divided into two or more census divisions. (Each census region is identified by a single-digit census code.  Puerto Rico and the Island Areas are not part of any census region or census division.  For more information on census regions, census divisions, and their constituent states, see our list or map [PDF].

STATES
PLACES –
 incorporated cities and towns 
Census Designated Places (CDPs) are the statistical counterparts of incorporated places, and are delineated to provide data for settled concentrations of population that are identifiable by name but are not legally incorporated under the laws of the state in which they are located.   The boundaries usually are defined in cooperation with local or tribal off
icials and generally updated prior to each decennial census.   These boundaries, which usually coincide with visible features or the boundary of an adjacent incorporated place or another legal entity boundary, have no legal status, nor do these places have officials elected to serve traditional municipal functions.   CDP boundaries may change from one decennial census to the next with changes in the settlement pattern; a CDP with the same name as in an earlier census does not necessarily have the same boundary.   CDPs must be contained within a single state and may not extend into an incorporated place.   There are no population size requirements for CDPs.
Hawaii is the only state that has no incorporated places recognized by the Census Bureau.   All places shown in decennial census data products for Hawaii are CDPs.   By agreement with the state of Hawaii, the Census Bureau does not show data separately for the city of Honolulu, which is coextensive with Honolulu County.   In Puerto Rico, which also does not have incorporated places, the Census Bureau recognizes only CDPs and refers to them as comunidades or zonas urbanas.   Guam also has only CDPs.  

Public Use Microdata Areas (PUMAs) are geographic areas for which the Census Bureau provides selected extracts of raw data from a small sample of census records that are screened to protect confidentiality.  These extracts are referred to as public use microdata sample (PUMS) files.
    For the 2010 Census, each state, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and some Island Area participants delineated PUMAs for use in presenting PUMS data based on a 5 percent sample of decennial census or American    
   Community Survey data.  These areas are required to contain at least 100,000 people.  This is different from Census 2000 when two types of PUMAs were defined:  a 5 percent PUMA as for 2010 and an additional super-PUMA
   designed to provide a 1 percent sample.  The PUMAs are identified by a five-digit census code unique within state.


COUNTIES
County Subdivisions are the primary divisions of counties and equivalent entities.  They include census county divisions, census subareas, minor civil divisions, and unorganized territories and can be classified as either legal or statistical.  Each county subdivision is assigned a five-character numeric Federal Information Processing Series (FIPS) code based on alphabetical sequence within state and an eight-digit National Standard feature identifier.

Census tracts are small, relatively permanent of a county or county equivalent. Census tracts generally have a minimum population of 1,200, or 480 housing units, and a maximum population of 8,000 people or 3,200 housing units. Tracts have an optimum size of 4,000 people or 1,600 housing units. 

Block groups are statistical divisions of census tracts and are defined to contain a minimum of 600 persons or 240 housing units and a maximum of 3,000 people or 1,200 housing units. In the American Community Survey, block groups are the lowest level of geography published.

Blocks (Census Blocks) are statistical areas bounded by visible features, such as streets, roads, streams, and railroad tracks, and by nonvisible boundaries, such as selected property lines and city, township, school district, and county limits and short line-of-sight extensions of streets and roads.  Generally, census blocks are small in area; for example, a block in a city bounded on all sides by streets. Census blocks in suburban and rural areas may be large, irregular, and bounded by a variety of features, such as roads, streams, and transmission lines. In remote areas, census blocks may encompass hundreds of square miles.   Census blocks cover the entire territory of the United States, Puerto Rico, and the Island Areas.  Census blocks nest within all other tabulated census geographic entities and are the basis for all tabulated data.

These statistical areas are designed to have stable boundaries. Boundary changes to existing census tracts, as well as newly defined census tracts, may occur at the time of each decennial census.   


The ACS provides data for more geographies on an annual basis than any other household survey.  
Over 13,000 geographies for 1-year estimates; 15,000 geographies for 1-year Supplemental Estimates, and 776,000 geographies for the 5-year estimates.

The image on this slide shows some of the geographies for which ACS data are produced and the relationship between them. Lower geographic areas fit neatly within the larger areas directly connected with lines. For example, school, congressional, and state legislative districts fit neatly within states and do not cross state boundaries. However, they may cross boundaries of counties or metropolitan areas.  In this visualization you can also see the smallest geographic building block is the Block (for the decennial census) whereas it is the Block Group (for the American Community Survey)

The ACS’s unique ability to report on a wide range of geographies is what gives it such a broad appeal. 

For reference:
The 2017 ACS data releases contained 805,792 geographic areas (13,534 for 1-year; 15,423 for 1-year Supplemental; 776,835 for 5-year). These totals come from adding the information in the geocount files. https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs/areas-published.html
35,000+ communities=36,631 county subdivisions (summary level 060)

NOT ON SLIDE  
Census Divisions are groupings of states and the District of Columbia that are subdivisions of the four census regions (see "Census Region" below).  There are nine census divisions, and each is identified by a single-digit census code.  Puerto Rico and the Island Areas are not part of any census region or census division.  For more information on census regions, census divisions, and their constituent states, see our list or map [PDF].




Geographic Area 
Relationships—
Small Statistical 
Areas
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide depicts the nesting of census geography from a block (only available during decennial) to the county level.  



Selected Census Geographic Concepts—Statistical Areas
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Statistical geographic areas are defined primarily for data tabulation and presentation purposes. This slide demonstrates census tract boundaries. 









Important 2020 Census Information
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As has been mentioned previously, The census provides critical data that lawmakers, business owners, teachers, and many others use to provide daily services, products, and support for you and your community. Every year, billions of dollars in federal funding go to hospitals, fire departments, schools, roads, and other resources based on census data.

It's also in the Constitution: Article 1, Section 2, mandates that the country conduct a count of its population once every 10 years. The 2020 Census will mark the 24th time that the country has counted its population since 1790.

However, given the outbreak of COVID-19 and in keeping with guidance from public health officials in Puerto Rico, the Census Bureau suspended hand-delivering census invitations and paper forms to households in mid-March because of health and safety concerns with COVID-19.  The Census Bureau is consulting with public health officials to determine when it is safe to resume dropping off census materials door to door. The effort was originally planned to occur from March 15 through April 17.

The public will be apprised of all updates.  



Accessing Census Data
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ACS Website

census.gov/acs
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ACS website provides much information about the Puerto Rico Community Survey;  As you can see on the left side of the screen there is information available on survey; how to respond to the survey updates; data in the survey and so on. 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/


New Data Dissemination on Data.census.gov
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https://www.census.gov/data/adrm/what-is-data-census-gov.html.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For guidance on using data.census.gov, please see our Resources page at bottom of screen.  Will demonstrate how to access Puerto Rico Community Survey Data on data.census.gov 

https://data.census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/data/adrm/what-is-data-census-gov.html


 Receive our Data Gems.
These short “how-to” videos are an easy and quick way 
to increase your knowledge of Census data. Get them in 
your inbox! 

 Get access to our data courses.
You will learn-at-your-own-pace with these video-
tutorials designed for different skill levels.  

 Interact with our instructors via webinars. 
Learn about our data releases and tools while attending 
these live virtual classes. 

 Bring our data experts to you.
Request free workshops and webinars for your 
organization: census.askdata@census.gov 

Take part in this community
Share your feedback and ideas for our educational 
content: Census.academy@census.gov

Census.gov/Academy: Visit and Subscribe
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
30-Second Pitch:

Introducing the Census Academy: The Census Bureau’s new online training hub, featuring educational content for all skill levels. 

Census Academy was created with a high focus on creating digital content. You can learn how to access Census Bureau data through a variety of resources such as
 - courses that allow users to learn at their own pace, 
watch quick tips-and-tricks videos, like the Data Gems, 
or join our free live webinars where you can direct questions to our data experts. 

Visit the site: census.gov/academy 


mailto:census.askdata@census.gov
mailto:Census.academy@census.gov
mailto:Census.academy@census.gov
https://www.census.gov/academy


Interactive Maps
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/data/interactive-maps.html

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Geography has also prepared a variety of interactive maps for users.  

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/data/interactive-maps.html


The latest news releases and 
statements from the U.S. 
Census Bureau. Also, find 
upcoming events, and useful 
information for media
census.gov/newsroom.html 

Featured stories on various 
topics such as families, 
housing, employment, 
business, education, the 
economy, emergency 
preparedness, and population
census.gov/AmericaCounts

Stay Current 
This blog gives the director's 
point of view on everything from 
Census Bureau news to how we 
measure America's people, 
places and economy. 
census.gov/newsroom/blogs/direct
or.html

Provides links to timely story 
ideas highlighting the Census 
Bureau's newsworthy statistics 
that relate to current events, 
observances, holidays, and 
anniversaries
census.gov/newsroom/stories.html
census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-
features.html

NEWSROOM

AMERICA COUNTS

DIRECTOR’S BLOG

STATS FOR STORIES
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are several links  in which you stay current on data releases and how others are using data

https://www.census.gov/newsroom.html
https://www.census.gov/AmericaCounts
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/director.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/stories.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-features.html


Sign up for and manage alerts at
https://public.govdelivery.com/acco
unts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new

More information on the 
American Community Survey: 
https://www.census.gov/acs

Stay Connected #CensusData

Census (Non-media inquiries) 
800-923-8282

Public Information Office (Media) 
301-763-3030

facebook.com/uscensusbureau

twitter.com/uscensusbureau

youtube.com/user/uscensusbureau

instagram.com/uscensusbureau

pinterest.com/uscensusbureau

linkedin.com/company/us-census-bureau
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new
http://www.census.gov/acs
https://www.facebook.com/uscensusbureau
https://twitter.com/uscensusbureau
https://www.youtube.com/user/uscensusbureau
https://www.instagram.com/uscensusbureau/
https://www.pinterest.com/uscensusbureau/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/us-census-bureau


U.S. Census Bureau
Data Dissemination Specialist

Ana-Maria García
(860) 424-6762

ana.maria.garcia@census.gov

Additional Assistance:

Toll-free number:
1-844-ASK-DATA (1-844-275-2342)

census.askdata@census.gov

Additional Resources:
Want Free Training?
Need Local Stats?

24

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is my contact information. 

If you are unable to get in contact with me you can call our toll free number and the call will be directed to myself or a collegue who can respond to your question. 

mailto:eric.a.coyle@census.gov
mailto:Census.askdata@census.gov


Qn-Line Demo – data.census.gov
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Q&A and Thank You!
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