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• The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest statistical 
agency.

• We conduct more than 130 censuses and surveys each year, including 

- The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population and housing 
count of the United States

- The American Community Survey – the ongoing annual survey of the 
nation’s population 

- The Census of Governments – identifies the scope and nature of the 
nation's state and local government sector

- The Economic Census – the official five-year measure of American 
business

• Our mission is to serve as the leading source of quality data about 
America’s people, places, and economy. 

About the Census Bureau
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https://www.census.gov/
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New COVID-19 Platform
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Business Formation Statistics

https://www.census.gov/econ/bfs/
index.html

The Business Formation Statistics 
(BFS) are an experimental data 
product of the U.S. Census Bureau 
developed in research 
collaboration with economists 
affiliated with Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, 
University of Maryland, and 
University of Notre Dame. 

The BFS provide timely and high 
frequency information on new 
business applications and 
formations in the United States. 

https://www.census.gov/econ/bfs/index.html


5

Small Business Pulse Survey
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https://portal.census.gov/pulse/data/#downloads

https://portal.census.gov/pulse/data/#downloads
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Household Pulse Survey

https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/hhp/#/

https://www.census.gov/pro
grams-surveys/household-
pulse-survey/data.html

The new Household Pulse 
Survey is designed to deploy 
quickly, and efficiently 
collect data to measure 
household experiences 
during the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic. 

Data will be disseminated in 
near real-time to inform 
federal and state response 
and recovery planning. 

https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/hhp/#/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/household-pulse-survey/data.html


Summary
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• The COVID-19 Data Hub presents selected demographic and 
economic data in an intuitive dashboard, maps, and downloadable 
resources 

• The BFS provides data on business formations that provides 
insights into how COVID-19 is impacting startups

• The SBPS provides data on how existing small business are reacting 
and responding to COVID-19 related challenges

• The HPS provides similar information as SBPS but for households
• All of these resources can help decision makers respond to these 

challenges and aid in recovery



Q & A and Thank You!

Contact me at:
Andrew.W.Hait@census.gov

Office: (301)763-6747

Census cell: (202)302-2564
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