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Exploring Census Data 
Webinar Series

• Monthly webinars on key topics
• Follows real-life use cases
• Presented by Census subject matter experts
• Includes Q&A
• Recorded and posted for later reference
• Learn more at: https://www.census.gov/academy
• View 2019 webinar series materials at:  

https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars.html
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Exploring Census Data Webinar Series

Topic: Date:

Transportation March 31, 2020

Finance April 28, 2020

Education May 27, 2020

Economic Geography June 16, 2020

Emerging Technologies July 21, 2020

New Businesses August 11, 2020

Hidden Gems September 22, 2020

SAVE THE DATE:  All webinars are FREE and start 2:00pm, ET.    
No registration required – Log in details will be provided 24-48 
hours prior to the event.  For more information, please contact the 
Data User & Trade Outreach Branch at 800-242-2184 or 
ewd.outreach@census.gov

https://www.census.gov/academy.html
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Objectives

Raise awareness of the wealth of data available 
to help users better understand type of data 
available for Technology related industries.

Train users on how best to access these valuable 
data using key Census Bureau data tools.

census.gov

• To obtain an archived 
copy, visit census.gov / 
Explore Data / Census 
Academy

• Find stories and free 
visualizations under 
‘Library’
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Outline
I.   About the Census Bureau

II.  Data Sources:
• Annual Capital Expenditures Survey 

(ACES)
• Services Annual Survey (SAS)
• Annual Survey of Manufactures (ASM)
• Economic Census
• International Trade Statistics
• Quarterly Financial Report (QFR)

III.  Accessing our statistics:
• Census Business Builder (CBB)
• data.census.gov
• Covid-19 Data Hub

Check Out Census Data in Action! 

America Counts:  Stories Behind the Numbers –
https://www.census.gov/library/stories.html
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• The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s 
largest statistical agency.

• We conduct more than 130 censuses and surveys each 
year, including 
- The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population and housing count of the 

United States

- The American Community Survey – the ongoing annual survey of the nation’s 
population 

- The Economic Census – the official five-year measure of American business

- The Census of Governments – identifies the scope and nature of the nation's 
state and local government sector

• Our mission is to serve as the leading source of quality 
data about America’s people, places, and economy. 

Decennial Population 
and Housing Census

Every 10 years

Economic Census
Every 5 years

Census of Governments
Every 5 years

American Community Survey
Annual

Annual Capital Expenditures Survey
Annual

Plus more than 130
demographic and economic surveys 

every year

About the Census Bureau
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• Census Bureau Economic Surveys are a key source for official statistics companies can use: 
– Monthly and Quarterly surveys are small sample surveys that provide the most TIMELY data available
– Annual surveys have larger samples and provide the most up-to-date TREND data available
– Every 5 years, the Economic Census measures all businesses and provides the most COMPREHENSIVE data 

available 
• These surveys set the standard for U.S. economic statistics, and are fueled by the data provided by individual businesses

Census Economic Surveys

Monthly 
and Quarterly 

Surveys

Annual Surveys

Economic Census – Every 5 years



Key Census Bureau Terms
• NAICS (North American Industry Classification System)

• Our primary data dimension

• Establishments/Companies/Firms
• Our collection/tabulation levels

• Employers (vs. Nonemployers)
• Most programs only cover employer businesses
• Nonemployers: self-employed individuals

• U.S. Code Title 13 and 26 
• Protects business privacy and confidentiality
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https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/

https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/
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Technology Statistics  
Technology industries include establishments involved in business activities such as:

• Construction
• Manufacturing
• Wholesale
• Services
• Retail

Businesses in these industries manufacture technological components or provide services 
related to technology.  The type of services include telecommunications, data related 
services, and computer systems design.  

Examples include:
• NAICS 237  - Heavy and Civil Engineering Construction
• NAICS 334  - Computer and Electronic Product Manufacturing
• NAICS 443  - Electronic and Appliance Stores
• NAICS 517  - Telecommunications



9https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2018/comm/earth-day.html

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2018/comm/earth-day.html
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Annual Capital Expenditures 
Survey 
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• National level statistics on business spending for new & used 
structures and equipment. 

• Frequency:
• Annual releases
• Most recent data available - 2018

• NAICS level: Selected 3- and 4- digit

• The only comprehensive estimates of annual U.S. capital 
expenditures.

• Accessing the data:
• https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/aces.html

Annual Capital Expenditures Survey

https://www.census.gov/libr
ary/publications/2019/econ
/2019-csr.html

2019 Capital Spending Report:  
U.S. Capital Spending Patterns 
2008 - 2017

Additional Resources:

Contact Us:
1-800-227-1735
ewd.aces@census.gov

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/aces.html
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/econ/2019-csr.html
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Annual Capital Expenditures Survey

259,157

181,582

175,692

173,962

153,390

0 50,000 100,000 150,000 200,000 250,000 300,000

MANUFACTURING

FINANCE AND INSURANCE

INFORMATION

REAL ESTATE AND RENTAL AND 
LEASING

MINING

Capital Expenditures for Structures and Equipment for Companies With Employees by 
Major Industry Sector: 2018 (Millions of dollars)



51 Information
5111 Newspaper, periodical, book, and directory publishers (except Internet)

5112 Software publishers (except Internet)
512 Motion picture and sound recording industries (except Internet)

5151 Radio and television broadcasting (except Internet)
5152 Cable and other subscription programming (except Internet)

5171 Wired telecommunications carriers, cable and other program distribution, 
broadband internet services providers

5172 Wireless telecommunications carriers (except satellite)

5173, 5174, 
5179

Telecommunications resellers, satellite, and other telecommunications

5182 Data processing, hosting, and related services
519 Other information services

Annual Capital Expenditures Survey
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Annual Capital Expenditures Survey

14,892

7,026

6,718

3,086

3,019

2,254

2,043

3,871

2,650

1,616

923

1,736

596

827

0 2,000 4,000 6,000 8,000 10,000 12,000 14,000 16,000

SEMICONDUCTOR AND OTHER ELECTRONIC COMPONENT MANUFACTURING

AEROSPACE PRODUCT AND PARTS MANUFACTURING

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES MANUFACTURING

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT, APPLIANCE, AND COMPONENT

COMMUNICATIONS, AUDIO AND VIDEO EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURING

COMPUTER AND PERIPHERAL EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURING

NAVIGATIONAL, MEASURING, ELECTROMEDICAL, AND CONTROL INSTRUMENTS MANUFACTURING

Capital Expenditures for Structures and Equipment for Manufacturing Industries:  2008  
(Millions of dollars)

Total Structures Total Equipment
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Service Annual Survey



16

Service Annual Survey

• National level statistics on businesses in the Service 
industries

• Frequency:
• Annual releases
• Most recent data available - 2018

• NAICS:  
• 2 through 6 digit NAICS levels
• Includes – NAICS 22, 48-49, 51-54, 56, 61-62, 71-72, 

and 81

Accessing the data: 
• https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sas.html
• E-STATS report – Electronic Commerce statistics

Additional Resources:

• Quarterly Services Survey (QSS)
https://www.census.gov/service
s/qss/about_the_surveys.html

• Contact Us:
Accommodations, Entertainment and 
Consumer Services (NAICS sectors 71, 
72 & 81):
(301)-763-2747
Finance and Real Estate Services (NAICS 
sectors 52 & 53):
(301)-763-2766
Healthcare and Educational Services 
(NAICS sectors 61 & 62):
(301)-763-4789
Information and Business Services 
(NAICS sectors 51 & 54):
(301)-763-4765
Utilities, Transportation, and 
Administrative Support Services (NAICS 
sectors 22, 48/49 & 56):
(301)-763-2824
Contact the Annual Services staff by 
email:
ewd.sas@census.gov

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sas.html
https://www.census.gov/services/qss/about_the_surveys.html
mailto:ewd.sas@census.gov
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Service Annual Survey

Source:  2018 Service Annual Survey
Table 1 – Estimated Revenue for Employer and Nonemployer Firms
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Service Annual Survey

Source:  2018 Service Annual Survey
Table 4 – Estimated Sources of Revenue for Employer Firms
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Service Annual Survey

Source:  2018 Service Annual Survey
Table 9 – Estimated Revenue from Electronic Sources 
for Employer Firms; NAICS 5415, 518, and 51
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Service Annual Survey

Source:  2018 Service Annual Survey
Table 3 – Estimated Expense for Employer Firms
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Annual Survey of 
Manufactures
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Annual Survey of Manufactures

• National and State level statistics

• Frequency 
• Annual releases
• Most recent data available - 2018
• Collected annually except Economic Census years, 

years ending in ‘2’ and ‘7’

• NAICS:
• 2 through 6 digits level NAICS 
• Includes – NAICS 31 through 33

• Accessing the data:
• https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/asm.html
• data.census.gov, etc.

Additional Resources:

Access to Technical Documents:
https://www.census.gov/progra
ms-surveys/asm/technical-
documentation.html

Stats for Stories:
https://www.census.gov/newsro
om/stories/2020/poultry-
day.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/asm.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/asm/technical-documentation.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/stories/2020/poultry-day.html


23

Annual Survey of Manufactures
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U.S. International Trade 
Statistics
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International Trade

• International / National / State level-data

• Frequency 
• Monthly
• Annually

• Statistics include:  
• Import / export data
• Data on over 8,000 products 

• Accessing the data:
• USATrade Online - https://usatrade.census.gov/

International Trade Resources 
to Explore!!

Webinar Series -

https://www.census.gov/foreign-
trade/outreach/index.html

Guide to Foreign Trade Statistics -
https://www.census.gov/foreign-
trade/guide/index.html

Global Reach Blog -
https://www.census.gov/newsr
oom/blogs/global-reach.html

https://usatrade.census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/outreach/index.html
https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/guide/index.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/global-reach.html
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International Trade
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International Trade
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Economic Census
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•NAICS: Nearly every 2- thru 6-digit code covered by the Census Bureau

•Excludes Agriculture (NAICS 11) and other selected types of business (see 
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-
naics.html#par_textimage for full list of exclusions) 

•Geography: National, state, metro and other lower geographies (areas shown vary by sector)

•Other Dimensions: Data by business size (establishment and firm; employment and revenue), 
Legal Form of Organization, Franchise status, etc.

•Over 200 data variables shown, including number of establishments, employment, payroll 
and “sales” plus sector-specific variables (inventories, assets, expenses, etc.)

2017 Economic Census
Economic Census

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-naics.html#par_textimage
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Economic Census

2017 Economic Census Geography Releases – Information Sector for Maryland at the 6-digits 
NAICS for ‘All Establishments’

• Software Publishing:  (NAICS code 511210)
• Number of firms = 224
• Number of establishments =  240 
• Sales, value of shipments, or revenue ($1,000) = $3,442,961
• Number of employees = 7,985

• Internet Publishing:  (NAICS code 519130)
• Number of firms = 116
• Number of establishments = 125 
• Sales, value of shipments, or revenue ($1,000) = $494,322
• Number of employees = 2,005

(Source: 2017 Economic Census, TableID: EC1700BASIC)
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Economic Census

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/news-updates/releases.html
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What’s New for 2017

• Geographic Areas

• NAICS updates

• NAPCS

• New disclosure rules

• Data.census.gov platform

Presenting…
Your 2017 

Economic Census Data!

Found on 
data.census.gov

Economic Census
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Fun Facts & More… Connect With Us on Social Media
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Economic Census

To access 2017 Economic Census Data Product Releases - https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/about/release-schedules.html
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Additional Resources
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Annual Business Survey

Annual Business Survey
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Resources

https://www.census.gov/techstats

https://www.census.gov/techstats
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E-STATS Report

Electronic Commerce 
Statistics (E-STATS) -

https://www.census.gov/prog
rams-surveys/e-stats.html

E-Stats Report -
https://www.census.gov/li
brary/publications/2020/e
con/2018-e-stats.html

Access to data -
https://www.census.gov/progra
ms-surveys/e-
stats/data/tables.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/e-stats.html
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2020/econ/2018-e-stats.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/e-stats/data/tables.html
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https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2018/comm/broadband-counties.html

American Community Survey

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2018/comm/broadband-counties.html
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American Community Survey

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2014-2018-acs-counties.html

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2014-2018-acs-counties.html
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American Community Survey

Data.census.gov
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Quarterly Financial Report



What kind of data can I get from 
the QFR?
• Quarterly Financial Report (QFR)

• Manufacturing
• Mining
• Wholesale Trade
• Retail Trade
• Information Services
• Professional and Technical Services

• Data Access
• Main QFR website                       

https://www.census.gov/econ/qfr/
• Time Series and Trend Charts   

https://www.census.gov/economic-indicators/
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FRED Mobile App: Receive the latest 
updates on the nation's key economic 
indicators by downloading the FRED 

App for both Apple and Android 
devices. FRED, the signature database 

of the Federal Reserve Bank of St. 
Louis, now incorporates the Census 

Bureau's 13 economic indicators. 

Quarterly Financial 
Report

Quarterly Financial Report

https://fred.stlouisfed.org/fred-mobile/index.php?utm_source=census&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=mobile_app
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Census Business Builder 

Exploring Our Data Tools
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Census Business Builder
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Census Business Builder
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Census Business Builder
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Census Business Builder
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data.census.gov

Exploring Our Data Tools
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data.census.gov
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data.census.gov
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Covid-19 Data Hub

Exploring Our Data Tools
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COVID-19 Data Hub
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Q & A and Thank You!
Contact Information:

Lynda Lee

(301)763-3044

Lynda.lee@census.gov

For questions on the American Community Survey, contact:
Email - acso.users.support@census.gov

Phone - 1-866-805-5993

For detailed questions concerning the 2020 Decennial, contact:

301-763-INFO or 800-923-8282 

To schedule additional training with a Census Data Dissemination Specialist in 

your area, please call 844-Ask-Data

Or email us at:  census.askdata@census.gov

mailto:Lynda.lee@census.gov


Reference Materials
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www.census.gov/eos/www/naics

• A hierarchical classification system that groups establishments into industries based on 
the business activities in which they are primarily engaged.

• A comprehensive system covering the entire field  of business activities.

• Used to collect, tabulate, analyze, and disseminate statistics.

• A common language used among the United States, Canadian,  and Mexican statistical 
agencies

• Updated every five years

57

North  American  Industry Classification System (NAICS)
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DescriptionCodeLevel
Information

Broadcasting (except Internet)

Radio and Television Broadcasting

Radio Broadcasting

Radio Stations

51

515

5151

51511

515112

Sector

Subsector

Industry Group

Industry

U.S. Industry

NAICS Hierarchy
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Quarterly Financial Report Data Items
• Net Sales, Receipt, and Operating Revenues
• Depreciation, Depletion, and Amortization of Property, Plant, and Equipment
• All Other Operating Costs and Expenses
• Income (Loss) from Operations
• Interest Expense
• All Other Nonoperating Income (Expense)
• Income (Loss) Before Income Taxes
• Provision for Current and Deferred Domestic Income Taxes
• Income (Loss) After Income Taxes
• Cash Dividends Charged to Retained Earnings this Quarter
• Net Income Retained in Business
• Retained Earnings at Beginning of Quarter
• Other Direct Credits (Charges) to Retained Earnings (Net)
• Retained Earnings at End of Quarter
• Cash and Demand Deposits in the U.S.
• Time Deposits in the U.S., Including Negotiable Certificates of Deposit
• Total Cash on Hand and in U.S. Banks
• Other Short-term Financial Investments
• Total Cash, U.S. Government and Other Securities
• Trade Accounts and Trade Notes Receivable (Less Allowance for Doubtful Accounts)
• Inventories
• All Other Current Assets
• Total Current Assets
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Quarterly Financial Report Data Items
• Property, Plant, and Equipment
• Land and Mineral Rights
• Accumulated Depreciation, Depletion, and Amortization
• Net Property, Plant, and Equipment
• All Other Noncurrent Assets
• Total Assets
• Short-term Debt, Original Maturity of 1 Year or Less: Loans from Banks
• Short-term Debt, Original Maturity of 1 Year or Less:  Other Short-term Loans, Including Commercial Paper
• Trade Accounts and Trade Notes Payable
• Income Taxes Accrued, Prior and Current Years, Net of Payments
• Current Portion of Long-term Debt, Due in 1 Year or Less: Loans from Banks
• Current Portion of Long-term Debt, Due in 1 Year or Less:  Other Long-term Loans
• All Other Current Liabilities
• Total Current Liabilities
• Long-term Debt, Due in More than 1 Year: Loans from Banks
• Long-term Debt, Due in More than 1 Year: Other Long-term Loans
• All Other Noncurrent Liabilities
• Total Liabilities
• Capital Stock and Other Capital (Less Treasury Stock)
• Retained Earnings
• Stockholders’ Equity
• Total Liabilities and Stockholders’ Equity
• Net Working Capital
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