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Exploring Census Data 
Webinar Series

• Monthly webinars on key topics
• Follows real-life use cases
• Presented by Census subject matter experts
• Includes Q&A
• Recorded and posted for later reference
• Learn more at: https://www.census.gov/academy 
• View 2019 webinar series materials at:  

https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars.html
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Exploring Census Data Webinar Series

Topic: Date:

Transportation March 31, 2020

Finance April 28, 2020

Education May 27, 2020

Economic Geography June 16, 2020

Emerging Technologies July 21, 2020

New Businesses August 11, 2020

Hidden Gems September 22, 2020

SAVE THE DATE:  All webinars are FREE and start 2:00pm, ET.    
No registration required – Log in details will be provided 24-48 
hours prior to the event.  For more information, please contact the 
Data User & Trade Outreach Branch at 800-242-2184 or 
ewd.outreach@census.gov
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Outline
I.   About the Census Bureau

II.  Data Sources:
• Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll
• Annual and Quarterly Survey of Public Pensions
• Quarterly Summary of State & Local Government 

Tax Revenue
• Annual Survey of State & Local Government 

Finances
• Census of Governments 
• Economic Census
• Spotlight: Covid-19 Data Hub

III.  Accessing our statistics:  data.census.gov

Check Out Census Data in Action! 

America Counts:  Stories Behind the Numbers –
https://www.census.gov/library/stories.html
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• The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s 
largest statistical agency.

• We conduct more than 130 censuses and surveys each 
year, including 
- The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population and housing count of the 

United States

- The American Community Survey – the ongoing annual survey of the nation’s 
population 

- The Economic Census – the official five-year measure of American business

- The Census of Governments – the official five-year measure of the nation's state 
and local government sector

• Our mission is to serve as the leading source of quality 
data about America’s people, places, and economy. 

Decennial Population 
and Housing Census

Every 10 years

Economic Census
Every 5 years

Census of Governments
Every 5 years

American Community Survey
Annual

Quarterly Summary of State & Local 
Tax Revenue

Quarterly

Plus more than 130
demographic and economic surveys 

every year

About the Census Bureau



Release schedule slide
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• Census Bureau Economic Surveys are a key source for official statistics companies can use: 
– Monthly and Quarterly surveys are small sample surveys that provide the most TIMELY data available
– Annual surveys have larger samples and provide the most up-to-date TREND data available
– Every 5 years, the Economic Census measures all businesses and provides the most COMPREHENSIVE data 

available 
• These surveys set the standard for U.S. economic statistics, and are fueled by the data provided by individual businesses

Census Economic Surveys

Monthly 
and Quarterly 

Surveys

Annual Surveys

Economic Census / Census of 
Governments – Every 5 years



Key Census Bureau Terms
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Public Sector Statistics  
Public Sector statistics include:

• Expenditure
• Revenue
• Assets
• Debt
• Employment

Entities in the Public Sector include State and Local governments that perform 
governmental functions.  Examples of functions include activities such as economic 
assistance and public services, administration of justice, and managing economic 
conditions.

Examples include:
• Corrections
• Highways
• Libraries
• Housing and community development
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Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll
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ewd.employment.survey@census.gov
or call 1-800-642-4901

Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll
Additional Resources

America Counts:  
Stories Behind the Numbers

Contact Us:

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/20
19/10/effects-of-economic-downturn-
private-and-public-employment.html

https://www.census.gov/library/stories.html

Employment Data In Action!

• National, State, and Local level statistics

• First collected in 1957

• Frequency:
• Annual releases
• Most recent data available – 2019
• Full census conducted every 5 years (last in 2017)

• Measure the number of state and local government 
employees and their gross monthly payroll for March of the 
survey year.

• Accessing the data:
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/apes.html



Key stats from the 2019 ASPEP:

Public 
Employment 

in the U.S

Total payroll –
$ 85.8 billion

Total full-time Employment 
– 14.8 million

Total part-time Employment –
4.8 million
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Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll
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Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll Source:  2019 Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll

Note:  "Other and unallocable" is not a summation of the remaining small categories shown separately in the source data. Refers only to employees not assignable to any 
single category.
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Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll Source:  2019 Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll

1,756,008

1,704,575

238,451

214,791

170,230

100,601

94,275

93,505

78,738

64,580

56,077

43,333

39,467

33,919

32,682

22,995

18,310

16,008

15,523

11,355

9,285

5,873

4,441

2,523

2,492

1,177

490

0 200,000 400,000 600,000 800,000 1,000,000 1,200,000 1,400,000 1,600,000 1,800,000 2,000,000

EDUCATION - ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY TOTAL

EDUCATION - HIGHER EDUCATION TOTAL

PARKS AND RECREATION

HOSPITALS

OTHER GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION

FIRE PROTECTION TOTAL

POLICE PROTECTION TOTAL

LIBRARIES

ALL OTHER AND UNALLOCABLE

HEALTH

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION

PUBLIC WELFARE

JUDICIAL AND LEGAL

HIGHWAYS

NATURAL RESOURCES

CORRECTIONS

TRANSIT

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

WATER SUPPLY

HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

SEWERAGE

STATE LIQUOR STORES

AIR TRANSPORTATION

ELECTRIC POWER

SOCIAL INSURANCE ADMINISTRATION

WATER TRANSPORT AND TERMINALS

GAS SUPPLY

State & Local Part-Time Employment by Government Function

Note:  "Other and unallocable" is not a summation of the remaining small categories shown separately in the source data. Refers only to employees not assignable to any 
single category.
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Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll Source:  2019 Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll

Note:  "Other and unallocable" is not a summation of the remaining small categories shown separately in the source data. Refers only to employees not assignable to any 
single category.
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Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll Access to:  Georgia's Infrastructure Report Card
Access to:  Georgia's Department of Natural Resources
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Surveys of Public Pensions

Annual Survey of Public Pensions 

Quarterly Survey of Public Pensions
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Survey of Public Pensions

Additional Resources

Contact Us:
ewd.pensions@census.gov

or call 1-800-832-2839

https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/aspp/technical-
documentation/code-lists.html

Unit ID File: 

https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/aspp/technical-
documentation/methodology.html

Methodology:

• National, State, and Local level statistics

• First collected in 1957

• Annual Survey of Public Pensions
• Annual releases – latest data 2019

• Quarterly Survey of Public Pensions 
• Quarterly releases – latest data 2020 Q1

• Data includes:  
• Revenues
• Expenditures
• Financial assets
• Membership information

• Accessing the data: 
Annual Survey of Public Pensions



17

2019 Annual Survey of 
Public Pensions

Total Cash and Investments
4.4 trillion

Earnings on investments 
$94.3 million

Benefit paid 
$323.0 million

Quarterly Survey of 
Public Pensions

Total Cash and Investments
3.7 billion 

Key stats from the Surveys of Public Pensions:
Survey of Public Pensions
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Annual Survey of Public Pensions

$225,964,271

$57,984,080

$167,980,191

$94,255,890

$72,667,407

$34,406,385

$38,261,022

$21,588,483

$143,525,648

$0 $50,000,000 $100,000,000 $150,000,000 $200,000,000 $250,000,000

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS

EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTIONS

GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTIONS

EARNINGS ON INVESTMENTS

INTEREST AND DIVIDENDS

INTEREST

DIVIDENDS

OTHER EARNINGS

GAINS/LOSSES ON INVESTMENTS

State & Local Public Pensions Contributions & Earnings

$323,019,381

$20,033,549

$7,227,730

$4,412,535,648

$124,875,926

$4,287,659,722

$0 $1,000,000,000$2,000,000,000$3,000,000,000$4,000,000,000$5,000,000,000

TOTAL BENEFITS PAID

ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS

WITHDRAWALS

TOTAL CASH AND INVESTMENTS

TOTAL CASH AND SHORT-TERM INVESTMENTS

TOTAL LONG TERM INVESTMENTS

State & Local Public Pensions Benefits & Investments

Source:  2019 Annual Survey of Public Pension Summary Table 1
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Annual Survey of Public Pensions
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Annual Survey of Public Pensions
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Annual Survey of Public Pensions
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Annual Survey of Public Pensions
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Surveys of State and 
Local Taxes

Annual Survey of State Government Tax Collections

Quarterly Summary of State & Local Government Tax Revenue
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STC   &   QTAX
Additional Resources:

Tax Statistics
• Annual Survey of State Government Tax Collections(STC)

• National & State level statistics
• Annual releases – latest data 2019

• Quarterly State & Local Government Tax Revenue(QTAX)
• National, State & Local level statistics
• Quarterly releases – latest data 2020 Q2

• Data categories:
• Property taxes
• Sales & gross receipts taxes
• License taxes 
• Income taxes
• Additional taxes

Access to data:

Annual Survey of State 
Government Tax Collections:  
https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/stc.html

Quarter State & Local 
Government Tax Revenue:  
https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/qtax.html

Contact Us:
ewd.statetax@census.gov
1(866) 820-7210
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$1,090,242,189

$21,122,955

$505,225,258

$59,138,337

$470,574,829

$34,180,810

$0 $200,000,000 $400,000,000 $600,000,000 $800,000,000 $1,000,000,000 $1,200,000,000

Type of Tax

U.S. State Tax Collections by Type:  2019 (in Dollars)

Other Taxes Income Taxes License Taxes Sales and Gross Receipts Taxes Property Taxes Total Taxes

Annual Survey of State Government Tax Collections

Source:  2019 Annual Survey of State Government Tax Collections by Category Table  
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$129,430
$710,536
$798,425
$1,328,269
$1,561,095
$1,711,386
$2,793,582
$3,545,206
$5,051,082
$6,694,176
$6,993,527
$8,477,324
$10,674,070
$12,185,929
$14,910,452
$15,371,048
$18,689,688
$21,122,955
$23,556,159
$28,169,820
$34,180,810
$48,826,016
$50,681,589
$58,181,835
$59,138,337

$169,539,662
$335,685,596

$412,392,994
$470,574,829

$505,225,258

$0 $100,000,000 $200,000,000 $300,000,000 $400,000,000 $500,000,000 $600,000,000

PARI-MUTUELS SALES TAX
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES LICENSE

AMUSEMENTS LICENSE
PUBLIC UTILITIES LICENSE

OTHER LICENSE TAXES
HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSE

MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATORS LICENSE
TAXES, NEC

DEATH AND GIFT TAXES
CORPORATIONS IN GENERAL LICENSE

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES SALES TAX
AMUSEMENTS SALES TAX

DOCUMENTARTY AND STOCK TRANSFER TAXES
PUBLIC UTILITIES SALES TAX

SEVERANCE TAXES
OCCUPATION AND BUSINESS LICENSE, NEC

TOBACCO PRODUCTS SALES TAX
PROPERTY TAXES

INSURANCE PREMIUMS SALES TAX
MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE

OTHER TAXES
OTHER SELECTIVE SALES AND GROSS RECEIPTS TAXES

MOTOR FUELS SALES TAX
CORPORATIONS NET INCOME TAXES

LICENSE TAXES
SELECTIVE SALES AND GROSS RECEIPTS TAXES
GENERAL SALES AND GROSS RECEIPTS TAXES

INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAXES
INCOME TAXES

SALES AND GROSS RECEIPTS TAXES

U.S. State Tax Collections by Tax Type:  2019  (In Dollars)

Source:  2019 Annual Survey of State Government Tax Collections by Detailed Table

Annual Survey of State Government Tax Collections
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STC   &   QTAX

A sliced bagel can cost you more than uncut ones?

Lottery Winners Take Home More in Some States?
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STC   &   QTAX Quarterly Summary of State and Local Government Tax Revenue for First Quarter 2020

Link to report:  Quarterly Summary of State and Local Government Tax Revenue: 2020 Q1
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Annual Survey of State & Local Government Finances
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Annual Survey of State & Local 
Government Finances Additional Resources:

• National, State, and Local level statistics

• Frequency:
• Annual releases
• State Finance - 2018
• Local Finance - 2018

• Data includes:  
• Revenue
• Expenditure
• Debt
• Assets

• Accessing the data:  
• State & Local - https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/gov-

finances.html 
• State - https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/state.html

Unit Directories:  
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/gov-
finances/technical-documentation/code-lists.html

Methodology:  
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/gov-
finances/technical-documentation/methodology.html

Classification Manual: 
https://www.census.gov/topics/public-
sector/about/classification-manual.html

Contact Us:
ewd.local.finance@census.gov
1-800-832-2839 
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Annual Survey of State & Local 
Government Finances

Key stats from the 2018 Annual Surveys of State & Local Finance:

• Total Revenue  
• State - 2.6 billion
• Local – 2.0 billion

• Total Expenditures
• State – 2.4 billion
• Local – 2.0 billion

• Debt at end of fiscal year
• State – 1.2 billion
• Local – 2.0 billion

Source:  Table 1 – State and Local Government Finances by Level of Government and by State:  2018
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Annual Survey of State Government Finances

$390,002,949

$315,929,835

$57,176,375

$47,647,798

$47,493,608

$14,018,753

$8,498,997

$0 $50,000,000 $100,000,000 $150,000,000 $200,000,000 $250,000,000 $300,000,000 $350,000,000 $400,000,000 $450,000,000

INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX

GENERAL SALES

LICENSE TAXES

CORPORATE INCOME TAX

OTHER TAXES

UTILITY REVENUE

LIQUOR STORES REVENUE

U.S. Revenue by Selected Source:  2018 (Thousands of Dollars)

Source:  2018 Annual Survey of State Government Finances
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Annual Survey of State Government Finances

48,040,253

42,101,136

13,023,465

22,427,037

4,716,179

4,851,065

850,913

9,507,776

1,033,175

1,467,929

3,935,868

2,714,766

148,014

5,791,103

62,586,631

50,882,334

10,957,750

23,489,398

4,076,636

3,010,559

878,751

14,105,766

861,897

555,789

11,497,391

4,937,795

0

812,979

10,891,318

TOTAL REVENUE

GENERAL REVENUE

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUE

TAXES

GENERAL SALES

SELECTIVE SALES

LICENSE TAXES

INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX

CORPORATE INCOME TAX

OTHER TAXES

CURRENT CHARGE

MISCELLANEOUS GENERAL REVENUE

UTILITY REVENUE

LIQUOR STORES REVENUE

INSURANCE TRUST REVENUE

Revenue by Source for Select States:  2018 (Thousands of Dollars)

Maryland Virginia

Source:  2018 Annual Survey of State Government Finances
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Annual Survey of State Government Finances

12,984,499

13,047,335

546,427

2,130,072

2,807,074

666,408

1,447,811

516,597

276,646

1,561,621

17,421,907

11,684,097

5,516,050

1,403,496

5,422,205

713,547

1,586,514

302,288

161,630

1,504,339

EDUCATION

PUBLIC WELFARE

HOSPITALS

HEALTH

HIGHWAYS

POLICE PROTECTION

CORRECTION

NATURAL RESOURCES

PARKS AND RECREATION

GOVERNMENTAL ADMINISTRATION

Expenditure by Governmental Functions for Select States:  2018 (Thousands of Dollars)

Maryland Virginia

Source:  2018 Annual Survey of State Government FinancesGovernment Classification ManualAccess to:  
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$299,573,689

$157,121,426

$89,445,066

$34,215,252

$0 $50,000,000 $100,000,000 $150,000,000 $200,000,000 $250,000,000 $300,000,000 $350,000,000

GENERAL SALES

SELECTIVE SALES

U.S. General Revenue from Sales & Gross Receipts for State & 
Local Government:  2017 

(in Dollars) 

 Local government amount  State government amount

$45,036,264

$6,619,772

$18,644,264

$12,248,133

$74,572,993

$1,584,742

$676,955

$387,782

$14,809,055

$16,756,718

$0 $10,000,000$20,000,000$30,000,000$40,000,000$50,000,000$60,000,000$70,000,000$80,000,000

                    Motor fuel

                    Alcoholic beverage

                    Tobacco products

                    Public utilities

                    Other selective sales

U.S. General Revenue from Selective Sales by Type of 
Receipts for State & Local Government:  2017  (in Dollars)

 Local government amount  State government amount

Source:  Table 1 – State and Local Government Finances by Level of Government and by State:  2017

Census of Governments (2017)Annual Survey of State & Local 
Government Finances
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134,573,637

160,049,975

20,551,439

24,093,169

3,276,192

5,762,580

5,171,188

11,438,109

7,103,846

58,064,987

18,396,022

77,454,888

0 20,000,000 40,000,000 60,000,000 80,000,000 100,000,000 120,000,000 140,000,000 160,000,000 180,000,000

               Education

               Hospitals

               Highways

               Air transportation (airports)

               Parking facilities

               Sea and inland port facilities

               Natural resources

               Parks and recreation

               Housing and community development

               Sewerage

               Solid waste management

               Other charges

U.S. General Revenue from Charges by Type for State & Local Government:  2017  (In Dollars)

Source:  Table 1 – State and Local Government Finances by Level of Government and by State:  2017

Annual Survey of State & Local 
Government Finances

Census of Governments (2017)



37

U.S. Expenditure on Public Safety by Type for State & Local 
Government:  2017 

               Police protection

               Fire protection

               Correction

               Protective inspection and regulation

U.S. Expenditure on Environment & Housing by Type for 
State & Local Government:  2017

               Natural resources

               Parks and recreation

               Housing and community development

               Sewerage

               Solid waste management

Source:  Table 1 – State and Local Government Finances by Level of Government and by State:  2017

Annual Survey of State & Local 
Government Finances Census of Governments (2017)
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0

3,658,257

5,950,006

3,041,661

0

15,364,696

0 2,000,000 4,000,000 6,000,000 8,000,000 10,000,000 12,000,000 14,000,000 16,000,000 18,000,000

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

HAWAII

MARYLAND

Preliminary 2018 State and Local Government Finance Data: Expenditure for  Education by Geography

2018 Local 2018 State

Annual Survey of State & Local 
Government Finances
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Annual Survey of State Government Finances

Annual Survey of 
State Government 

Finances

American 
Community 

Survey

Medical 
Expenditure 
Panel Survey 
– Insurance 
Component

Census Data:  Research in Healthcare
Access to Programs:  

Annual Survey of 
State Government 
Finances:
https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/state.html

American Community 
Survey:  
https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/acs

Medical Expenditure 
Panel Survey:  
https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/meps.html

Demographic 
Programs:  
1-800-923-8282
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Census of Governments
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Census of Governments
Additional Resources:

https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/gus.html

Government Units Survey 

Government Classification Manual
https://www.census.gov/topics/public-
sector/about/classification-manual.html

• Conducted every 5 years in the years ending in -2 & -7

• Public counterpart to the Economic Census

• Data available:
• Government Finance

• State & Local Government Finance
• State Government Tax
• Public Pensions
• Public elementary-secondary education finance

• Government Employment & Payroll
• State government 
• State and local combined as aggregates
• Local governments 

• Governments Organization
• The number of governments by type and by state
• Descriptions of the responsibilities and authority of local 

governments by state
• List of all local governments in the United States
• Public Use File - CoG Organization 

Access to Census of 
Governments Data

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cog.html

Individual State Descriptions Report  
https://www.census.gov/topics/public-sector/government-

organization/library/publications.html
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Access to this search result - GUS search results

Census of Governments Example of Search Results
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State & Local Government Snapshot

State & Local Government Snapshot Tool

• Select different years
• Select State, Local or State and Local 

Governments
• Select Variable to Display; Revenues, 

Expenditures, or Employment
• Select a State

Access to Snapshot Tool Webinar

Webinar on the Snapshot Tool

Link to:  

Others Actions to Change the Tool Display:

Public Sector Snapshot Tool
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Economic Census
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•NAICS: Nearly every 2- thru 6-digit code covered by the Census Bureau

•Excludes Agriculture (NAICS 11) and other selected types of business (see list of 
exclusions for full list of exclusions) 

•Geography: National, state, metro and other lower geographies (areas shown vary by sector)

•Other Dimensions: Data by business size (establishment and firm; employment and revenue), 
Legal Form of Organization, Franchise status, etc.

•Over 200 data variables shown, including number of establishments, employment, payroll 
and “sales” plus sector-specific variables (inventories, assets, expenses, etc.)

2017 Economic Census
Economic Census
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Economic Census

2017 Economic Census Geography Releases – Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation for Maryland 
at the 6-digits NAICS for ‘All Establishments’

• Museums, Historical Sites, and Similar Institution (NAICS code 712190)
• Number of firms =  11
• Number of establishments =  11 
• Sales, value of shipments, or revenue ($1,000) = $4,977 
• Number of employees =  58

• Amusement and Theme Parks (NAICS code 713110)
• Number of firms = 6
• Number of establishments =  6
• Sales, value of shipments, or revenue ($1,000) = $64,739
• Number of employees =  1,308

(Source: 2017 Economic Census, TableID: EC1700BASIC)
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What’s New for 2017 
• Geographic Areas

• NAICS updates

• NAPCS

• New disclosure rules

• Data.census.gov platform

Presenting…
Your 2017 

Economic Census Data!

Found on data.census.gov

Economic Census
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Fun Facts & More… Connect With Us on Social Media
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Economic Census

To access 2017 Economic Census Data Product Releases - https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/about/release-schedules.html
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COVID-19 Data Hub
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data.census.gov

Exploring Our Data Tools
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data.census.gov
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data.census.gov
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Summary:

• Public sector data in conjunction with 
private sector statistics can provide a 
more complete picture of data analysis.

• The Census of Governments is the public 
counterpart of the Economic Census, both 
serving as the most comprehensive 
source for business data.

Selected Public Sector Statistics On 
the Highway of Life…

Motor vehicle operators license 

Motor fuels sales tax

Sales & gross receipt taxes

Amusement sales tax

Summary
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Q & A and Thank You!
Contact Information:

Lynda Lee

(301)763-3044

lynda.lee@census.gov

For questions on the American Community Survey, contact:
Email - acso.users.support@census.gov

Phone - 1-866-805-5993

For detailed questions concerning the 2020 Decennial, contact:

301-763-INFO or 800-923-8282 

To schedule additional training with a Census Data Dissemination Specialist in your area, 

please call 844-Ask-Data

Or email us at:  census.askdata@census.gov

mailto:lynda.lee@census.gov


Reference Materials
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www.census.gov/eos/www/naics

• A hierarchical classification system that groups establishments into industries based on 
the business activities in which they are primarily engaged.

• A comprehensive system covering the entire field  of business activities.

• Used to collect, tabulate, analyze, and disseminate statistics.

• A common language used among the United States, Canadian,  and Mexican statistical 
agencies

• Updated every five years

59

North  American  Industry Classification System (NAICS)
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DescriptionCodeLevel
Information

Broadcasting (except Internet)

Radio and Television Broadcasting

Radio Broadcasting

Radio Stations

51

515

5151

51511

515112

Sector

Subsector

Industry Group

Industry

U.S. Industry

NAICS Hierarchy
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