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What We’ll be Exploring Today

• An overview of the Establishment and Firm Size data and selected 
findings from the 2012 and 2017 Economic Censuses and Related 
Programs

• A summary of the data released so far (and what’s coming) from the 2017 
Economic Census

• Size data from the 2012 Economic Census (and just what is a “small business” 
versus a “large business”)

• The new Size data from the 2017 Economic Census
• Tips on how to access these 2017 data in data.census.gov
• Size data from other Census Bureau programs

• Q&A
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• The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest statistical 
agency.

• We conduct more than 130 censuses and surveys each year, including 

- The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population and housing 
count of the United States

- The American Community Survey – the ongoing annual survey of the 
nation’s population 

- The Census of Governments – identifies the scope and nature of the 
nation's state and local government sector

- The Economic Census – the official five-year measure of American 
business

• Our mission is to serve as the leading source of quality data about 
America’s people, places, and economy. 

About the Census Bureau

https://www.census.gov/
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• NAICS: Every 2- thru 6-digit code covered by the Census Bureau

• Excludes Agriculture (NAICS 11) and other selected types of business (see 
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-
naics.html#par_textimage for full list of exclusions) 

• Geography: Provides data at the national, state, metro area, county, 
and place levels

• Other Dimensions: Data by business size, Franchise status, etc.

• Over 200 data variables shown, including variables like the number of 
establishments, employment, payroll, and sales plus sector-specific 
variables (inventories, assets, expenses, etc.)

• Product Lines data

• Released on data.census.gov, Census Business Builder, and other 
Census tools

The Economic Census (EC)
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The “Official” Definition of Size

• From the U.S. Small Business Administration
• See https://www.sba.gov/

• Based upon Firm Size
• Generic definition (Firm with 500 or fewer 

employees)
• Industry Specific Definitions

• Table of Size Standards (see 
https://www.sba.gov/document/support--table-size-
standards) 

• Provide lots of services for small businesses, 
but little data on their importance
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Size Statistics in the 2012 Economic Censuses
• 106+ Size tables

• Establishment-based Tables
• Employment Size and Revenue Size

• Firm-based Tables
• Employment Size and Revenue Size
• Single-Unit/Multi-Unit
• Concentration
• Legal Form of Organization

• Separate data for each NAICS Sector
• Structure and content of each dataset was different
• Difficult to compare data across sectors
• Franchise Status (part of Miscellaneous Subjects Series)

2017 EC Size webinar | December 2020  |  6



Size Statistics in the 2017 Economic Censuses
• 7 Tables

• Establishment-based Tables
• Employment Size and Revenue Size

• Firm-based Tables
• Employment Size and Revenue Size
• Single-Unit/Multi-Unit
• Concentration
• Legal Form of Organization

• Data for each NAICS Sector consolidated
• Breakouts shown by sector the same
• Easier to compare data across sectors
• Franchise Status (part of Miscellaneous Subjects Series)
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Employment Size
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Employment 
Size of 

Establishments
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Employment 
Size of Firms
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Sales, Shipments, Receipts, or Revenue Size
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Sales Size of Establishments
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Revenue Size of 
Firms
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Other Measures of Size
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Single-Unit vs. Multi-Unit Firms
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Legal Form of Organization of Firms
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Concentration Ratios of Firms
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Franchise Status
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How Do I Access these Size Data in 
data.census.gov?
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Size Statistics in Other Census Bureau Programs
• Business Dynamics Statistics

• Annual data on job creation/destruction and estab/firm births/deaths by Estab and Firm 
Size (https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/bds/data.html) 

• County Business Patterns
• Annual data on employer businesses by LFO and Emp Size of Establishment 

(data.census.gov)
• Nonemployer Statistics

• Annual data on nonemployer businesses by LFO and Revenue Size (data.census.gov)
• Quarterly Workforce Indicators

• Quarterly employment and earnings data by Firm Employment Size 
(https://qwiexplorer.ces.census.gov)

• Statistics of U.S. Businesses
• Annual employer business data by Enterprise Size (https://www.census.gov/programs-

surveys/susb/data.html) 
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Summary

• The Economic Census provides a wealth of business data
• The data are released on a flow basis and more data is coming
• This webinar primarily focused on national Size data… drill down “smartly” to more detailed 

levels by state

• While the data organization and size breakouts may have changed, most of the data 
shown are similar

• So much easier to access across sectors now

• Data.census.gov is the main data dissemination platform for these Size data
• Learn how to use it
• Send us your feedback on it
• Help promote it with your colleagues
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Q & A and Thank You!

Contact me at:
Andrew.W.Hait@census.gov

(301)763-6747
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