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Disclaimer

• Historic census records are maintained and released by the National 
Archives and Records Administration, not the U.S. Census Bureau

• Historical content on the Census Bureau history site and in historical 
census documents may contain outdated terminology or views which, 
reflecting the authors’ attitudes or that of the period in which the 
item was written, may be considered to be inappropriate or offensive 
today

• This information is for illustration only, not a reflection of the Census 
Bureau commentary on or approval of any particular person, 
historical event, or action
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What Happens to the Records? 

• Transferred to National Archives

• Microfilmed/digitized/transcribed 

• Originals destroyed

• Released  to the public after 72 years

• Access through various public sites
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A newspaper photograph captured the scene after a devastating fire and pointed out the need 

for safe storage of national records.

Photo courtesy of the National Archives.



What Can You Find on the Records?

• Snapshot of life in a time and place

• Different for each census

• Details  can include
• Name
• Age as of census day
• Place of birth
• Street address
• Occupation
• Parents’ birthplaces
• Marriage status
• Number of children born and still living
• Immigration dates
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The 1880 Census

• The first census to use professional enumerators

• Collected data on a huge variety of topics

• Five schedules 

• 26 Questions on Population Schedule

• Census day: June 1
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Population Schedule Questions 

• Number of dwelling home, in order of visitation by the 
enumerator

• Number of family, in order of visitation by the enumerator

• Name

• Color

• Sex

• Age

• If the person was born within the census year, what was the 
month?

• Relationship to the head of the family

• Is the person single?

• Is the person married?

• Is the person widowed or divorced?

• Was the person married within the census year?

• Profession, occupation, or trade

• Number of months the person had been employed within the 
census year

• Was, on the day of the enumerator's visit, the person was 
sick or disabled so as to be unable to attend to ordinary 
business or duties? If so, what was the sickness or disability?

• Was the person blind?

• Was the person deaf and dumb?

• Was the person idiotic?

• Was the person insane?

• Was the person maimed, crippled, bedridden, or otherwise 
disabled?

• Had the person attended school in the past year?

• Can the person not read?

• Can the person not write?

• What was the person's place of birth?

• What was the person's father's place of birth?

• What was the person's mother's place of birth?
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The Ingalls Family
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Photo courtesy of Laura Ingalls Wilder Memorial Society
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DeSmet, Dakota Territory



Who Was Moving to Dakota?
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Race and Sex
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CV

CV



Social Statistics
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Disabilities



Profession
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Researching Your Family

14



Contact 
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To explore final reports and more, please 
visit: https://www.census.gov/history

https://www.census.gov/history

