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The U.S. Census Bureau’s 
COVID-19 Hub

Several previous webinars on the hub
www.census.gov/academy



4

Census Academy – Home Page
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The U.S. Census Bureau’s 
COVID-19 Hub

Data behind the COVID products
Available Resources
Practical Applications 
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The American Community Survey is on the leading edge of survey design, 
continuous improvement, and data quality

• The nation’s most current, reliable, and accessible data source for local statistics 
on critical planning topics such as age, children, veterans, commuting, education, 
income, and employment

• Surveys 3.5 million addresses and informs over $675 billion of Federal 
government spending each year

• Covers 40+ topics, supports over 300 evidence-based Federal government uses, 
and produces 11 billion estimates each year

• Three key annual data releases:

• 1-year Estimates (for large populations)

• 1-year Supplemental Estimates (for small populations)

• 5-year Estimates (for very small populations)

The American Community Survey
The Foundation
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ACS Census

Purpose Sample estimates Official counts

Collects

Detailed social, economic, 

housing, and demographic 

characteristics

Basic demographics

Produces Population and housing 

characteristics

Population and housing 

totals

New Data Every Year 10 years

Data Reflect Period of time Point in time

The American Community Survey
How is the American Community Survey Different from Decennial?
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Ancestry
Citizenship
Citizen Voting Age Population
Disability
Educational Attainment
Fertility
Grandparents
Language
Marital Status
Migration
School Enrollment
Veterans

Class of Worker 
Commuting
Employment Status
Food Stamps (SNAP)
Health Insurance
Hours/Week, Weeks/Year
Income
Industry & Occupation

Age
Hispanic Origin
Race
Relationship
Sex

POPULATION

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC

ECONOMIC

Computer & Internet Use
Costs (Mortgage, Rent, Taxes, 
Insurance)
Heating Fuel 
Home Value
Occupancy
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities
Structure
Tenure (Own/Rent)
Utilities
Vehicles
Year Built/ Year Moved In

HOUSING

The American Community Survey
Content Overview
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Nation

Regions

States

Counties

Census Tracts

Block Groups

Congressional 
Districts

American Indian/
Alaska Native Areas/ 
Hawaiian Home Lands

Urban Areas
Metropolitan and 
Micropolitan Areas

Zip Code 
Tabulation 
Areas

PlacesSchool 
Districts

Public Use 
Microdata 
Areas 
(PUMAs)

Alaska 
Native 
Regional 
Areas

State 
Legislative 
Districts
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The American Community Survey
Selected Census Geographic Concepts

• 600 to 3,000

population

• 240 to 1,200 

housing units

Census Blocks
Blocks are not defined by population

and are the smallest geographic level 

at which data are ever released  

(Decennial Census, not the ACS)

• 1,200 to 8,000 population (optimum 4,000)

• 480 to 3,200 housing units
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• The Survey of Business Owners (SBO) measures the demographic characteristics of 
business owners across the economy of the United States.

• The Commodity Flow Survey (CFS) measures the movement of goods in the United States. 

• The Business Expenditures Survey (BES) estimates expenditures, depreciable assets, and 
operating costs for wholesale, retail, and some service companies

• Business Formation Statistics (BFS) Provides timely and high frequency information on 
new businesses applications and formations

• Non-Employer Demographic Statistics (NES-D) Provides annual data on non-employer 
business demographics

Selected Economic Surveys

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sbo.html
https://www.census.gov/econ/www/se0700.html
https://census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/data/bes.html
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Accessing the Census COVID-19 Hub

https://covid19.census.gov
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Census COVID-19 Hub

50,783,796         28,248,613
American Community Survey               American Community Survey                 
(ACS)  2015-2019                                    (ACS)  2015-2019
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Impact Report (2 pages)

New COVID19 Surveys and Estimates (Experimental)
Business Formation Statistics                                                   International Population Data
Community Resilience Estimates                                             Weekly Small Business Pulse Survey*
Selected Monthly State Sales Tax and Collections                Weekly Household Pulse Survey* 
Monthly State Retail Sales

Demographic and Economic Analysis (9 Maps)

Highlighted Datasets

Additional Federal Agency and Other Datasets
* Comprehensive Webinar, Coming Soon

Components of the COVID19 Hub
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Header

Impact Report (2 pages)

New COVID19 Surveys and Estimates (Experimental)
Business Formation Statistics                                                   International Population Data**
Community Resilience Estimates                                             Weekly Small Business Pulse Survey*
Selected Monthly State Sales Tax and Collections                Weekly Household Pulse Survey* 
Monthly State Retail Sales

Demographic and Economic Analysis (9 Maps)

Highlighted Datasets

Additional Federal Agency and Other Datasets
* Comprehensive Webinar, Coming Soon

** Recently added                                

Components of the COVID19 Hub
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Community Resilience Estimates

The Census Bureau has developed new small area 
estimates, identifying communities where resources and 
information may effectively mitigate the impact of disasters. 

Community resilience is the capacity of individuals and 
households to absorb, endure, and recover from the health, 
social, and economic impacts of a disaster such as a 
hurricane or pandemic.

0, 1-2, 3 or More Risk Factors
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ACS-defined Risk Factors (RF) for Households (HH) and Individuals (I)

• RF 1: Income-to-Poverty Ratio (IPR) < 130 percent (HH).

• RF 2: Single or zero caregiver household - only one or no individuals living in the 
household who are 18-64 (HH).

• RF 3: Crowding defined as either Unit-level crowding defined as > 0.75 persons per 
room (HH) or Household resides within a high-density tract defined as 75% of the 
population living in blocks with greater than 4,000 people per square mile. 

• RF 4: Communication barrier defined as either linguistically isolated (HH) or No one in 
the household over the age of 16 with a high school diploma (HH).

• RF 5: No employed persons (HH)
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ACS-defined Risk Factors (RF) for Households (HH) and Individuals (I)

• RF 6: Disability posing constraint to significant life activity:  Persons 
who report having any one of the six disability types (I): hearing, 
difficulty, vision difficulty, cognitive difficulty, ambulatory difficulty, 
self-care difficulty, and independent living difficulty.

• RF 7: No health insurance coverage (I)

• RF 8: Age >= 65 (I)            RF 9: Serious heart condition (I) *                                 
• RF 10: Diabetes (I)*          RF 11: Emphysema or current asthma (I) *

*Health Condition Risk (National Health Interview Survey)
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Selected Monthly State Sales Tax Collections provide data for following sales taxes; 
general sales, lodging, alcoholic beverages, motor fuel, and tobacco products. Data 
reported for a specific month generally represent sales taxes collected on sales made 
during the prior month. 
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Census Academy – Home Page



✓ Bring our data experts to you.
Request free data training for your organization by email or 
phone

✓ Subscribe to Census.gov/academy.
Join our educational hub to receive our updates and training 
products

• Receive our Data Gems.
These short “how-to” videos are an easy and quick way to 
increase your knowledge of Census data. Get them in your 
inbox! 

• Get access to our data courses.
You will learn-at-your-own-pace with these video-tutorials 
designed for different skill levels.  

• Interact with our instructors via webinars. 
Learn about our data releases and tools while attending these 
live virtual classes. 

Data Dissemination and Training: census.gov/academy

Contact us:
census.askdata@census.gov
844-ASK-DATA

Connect with us on Social Media

http://www.census.gov/about/contact-us/social_media.html
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