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Today’s Webinar Agenda
• An Overview of Census Business Programs and the Economic Census of Island Areas (ECIA)

• The EC and ECIA
• Similarities and differences

• Where to go to Access these Data 
• The ECIA web site
• Data.census.gov
• Other tools

• Some Selected Findings from the ECIA
• Top sectors in the territories
• Top counties within the territories 

• Q&A 
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• The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest statistical 
agency.

• We conduct more than 130 censuses and surveys each year, including 

- The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population and housing 
count of the United States

- The American Community Survey – the ongoing annual survey of the 
nation’s population 

- The Census of Governments – identifies the scope and nature of the 
nation's state and local government sector

- The Economic Census – the official five-year measure of American 
business

• Our mission is to serve as the leading source of quality data about 
America’s people, places, and economy. 

About the Census Bureau

https://www.census.gov/
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• Census Bureau Economic Surveys are a key source for official statistics companies can use: 

– Monthly and Quarterly are small sample surveys that provide the most TIMELY data available

– Annual surveys have larger samples and provide the most up-to-date TREND data available

– Every 5 years, the Economic Census measures all businesses and provides the most COMPREHENSIVE data available 

• These surveys set the standard for U.S. economic statistics, and are fueled by the data provided by individual businesses

Monthly 
and Quarterly 

Surveys

Annual Surveys

Economic Census – Every 5 years

Census Economic Surveys
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• NAICS: Every 2- thru 6-digit code covered by the Census Bureau

• Excludes Agriculture (NAICS 11) and other selected types of business (see 
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-
naics.html#par_textimage for full list of exclusions) 

• Geography: Provides data at the national, state, metro area, county, 
and place levels

• Other Dimensions: Data by business size, Franchise status, etc.

• Over 200 data variables shown, including variables like the number of 
establishments, employment, payroll, and sales plus sector-specific 
variables (inventories, assets, expenses, etc.)

• Product Lines data

 Collected electronically

 Released on data.census.gov, Census Business Builder, and other 
Census tools

The Economic Census (EC)

ECIA webinar |  February 2021 |  5

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-naics.html#par_textimage


• NAICS: Nearly every 2- thru 5-digit code covered by the Census 
Bureau

• Geography: Provides data at the state, metro area (PR Manuf. and Const. 
only), county, and place equivalent levels

• County: Municipios (PR), Districts (AS), Municipalities (CNMI & Guam), Islands (USVI)
• Places: Counties (AS), Towns (USVI)
• Planning Regions (PR)

• Other Dimensions: Data by business size, etc.

• Over 100 data variables shown

• Product Lines data

 Collected on paper and electronically

 Released on data.census.gov and other Census tools

The Economic Census of Island 
Areas (ECIA)
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• QuickFacts

• My Congressional District

• COVID-19 Hub

• Census Business Builder

• USA Trade Online

• OnTheMap and OnTheMap for 
Emergency Management 

• Data.census.gov

• Application Programming Interface (API)

Ways to Access Census Business Data

E
a
s
e

o
f 

U
s
e
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Tips for Accessing the ECIA Data on data.census.gov
• Use the Advanced Search
• Maximizing the Filters 

• Surveys
• Skip all the Surveys that mention the territories but start with “DEC”
• The “ECN Economic Census of Island Areas” gives you access to all the 2017 and 2012 ECIA data
• Ignore all the “ECN Economic Census of the United States” surveys 

• Geographies
• Territories ARE included in State, County, Metro/Micro, and Economic Census Place menus
• DON’T use Place menu 

• Codes
• All NAICS data are available under the Industry Codes menu
• 2017 NAPCS data are available under the NAPCS Collection menu
• 2012 Product Lines data are available under the Products and Services Codes menu
• Ignore the Commodity Codes and Material/Fuel menus

• Download the data for further filtering
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Selected Findings from the 2017 ECIA
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Summary
• Both the EC and ECIA provide valuable data that businesses, community planners, 

and others can use in their work
• The ECIA data can be accessed on the ECIA web site, on data.census.gov, and in other 

tools (CBB coming soon)
• The top sectors in the territories are similar to those in the U.S. states, and the 

distribution of those businesses by county also mirrors the US 
• Check out the America Counts site (https://www.census.gov/library/stories.html ) for 

an upcoming story on the ECIA 
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Q & A and Thank You!

Contact me at:
Andrew.W.Hait@census.gov

(301)763-6747
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