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Data Details

• Introduction to the ACS


• Choosing a Span


• Introduction to Tables


• Getting Specific Tables


• Getting Margin of Error



The “Decennial Census”

• Complete enumeration 


• Done every ten years


• First done in 1790



The American Community 
Survey (ACS)

• Results published annually


• Started in 2005


• Samples ~295,000 
households each month



Implications of Sampling

• Values are estimates


• Each estimate has a margin of error
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• Introduction to the ACS
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• Getting Margin of Error



Each year has 1- and 5-year spans
?get_state_demographics



Span Pros and Cons
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/

guidance/estimates.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/estimates.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/estimates.html


Data Details

• Introduction to the ACS


• Choosing a Span


• Introduction to Tables


• Getting Specific Tables


• Getting Margin of Error



Data comes from tables
get_state_demographics # no parentheses!



You can google table IDs…



And wind up here …
(American FactFinder)



A list of all tables for all surveys
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/affhelp/jsf/pages/

metadata.xhtml?lang=en&type=survey&id=survey.en.ACS_ACS

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/affhelp/jsf/pages/metadata.xhtml?lang=en&type=survey&id=survey.en.ACS_ACS
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/affhelp/jsf/pages/metadata.xhtml?lang=en&type=survey&id=survey.en.ACS_ACS


The American Community 
Survey (ACS)

• About the Survey


• Choosing a Span


• Introduction to Tables


• Getting Data by Table


• Getting Margin of Error



?get_acs_data
Requires a tableId and a map



get_acs_data output

get_acs_data(“B19301”, 
    "state",  
    endyear = 2015,  
    span = 5)



df_income = get_acs_data("B19301", "state")[[1]] 
state_choropleth(df_income) 



The American Community 
Survey (ACS)

• About the Survey


• Choosing a Span


• Introduction to Tables


• Getting Data by Table


• Getting Margin of Error



?get_acs_data



get_acs_data output

get_acs_data(“B19301”, 
    "state",  
    endyear = 2015,  
    span = 5, 
    include_moe = TRUE)
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• Introduction to the ACS
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• Getting Specific Tables


• Getting Margin of Error


