README File for the ACS 2006 Rural Statistical Areas Data Profiles

I.  RSA Definitions

There is one file per state containing the RSA definitions used for data production.  Each state is only receiving RSA definitions for their particular state.  The following format is used to name the RSA definitions files:  StateName_final_2006.   

II.  Data Files

Zip Files (Compressed Files)

The data have been compressed to allow for transmission of all files via email.  The zipped files each contain one data file per RSA and also a data file containing all of the RSAs within a state.  The RSA definitions for each state are also included in the zipped files.

Notes

One file containing the appropriate headnotes and footnotes are included in the zip file.  They are not contained in the individual profiles.  The notes contained in this file apply to all profiles.  

File Structure

There is one data file per RSA and also a data file containing all of the RSAs within a state.  Each state is only receiving RSA data for their particular state.  The files are named by their RSAID, which are identified in the RSA Definitions file.  All data files are in Excel spreadsheet format.  The worksheets contain the following file layout:


Column 1 – State FIPS code


Column 2 – RSA ID


Column 3 – Data Profile ID (DP02, DP03, DP04, DP05)

Column 4 – Data Profile Line Number 


Column 5 – Line Description


Column 6 – Estimate


Column 7 – Margin of Error


Column 8 – Standard Error


Column 9 – Filter Flag

Margin of Error

A margin of error is the maximum difference between an estimate and its upper or lower confidence bounds.  A confidence interval can be created by adding the margin of error to the estimate (for an upper bound) and subtracting the margin of error from the estimate (for a lower bound).  In doing this, it is important not to allow either the lower bound or the upper bound of the confidence interval to go beyond the range of possible values for an estimate.  For example, an estimate of children enrolled in school in a geographic area cannot be less than 0.  Therefore, its lower bound can also not be less than 0.  All published margins of error for the American Community Survey are based on a 90 percent confidence level.

Standard Error

The standard errors are not part of the standard AC data products.  However, we have included them to aid in statistical testing (e.g., calculating 99% confidence levels without having to divide the MOE to get the SE).

It should be noted that standard errors were calculated on the rounded estimates.  

The estimated standard errors (and thus margins of error) included in these data products do not include portions of the variability due to nonsampling error that may be present in the data. In particular, the standard errors do not reflect the effect of correlated errors introduced by interviewers, coders, or other field or processing personnel. Nor do they reflect the error from imputed values due to missing responses. Thus, the standard errors calculated represent a lower bound of the total error. As a result, confidence intervals formed using these estimated standard errors may not meet the stated levels of confidence (i.e., 68, 90, or 95 percent). Thus, some care must be exercised in the interpretation of the data in this data product based on the estimated standard errors. 

Filter Flag

The RSA Data Profiles are not subject to the data filtering rules that apply to standard ACS products.  However, the reliability of some estimates may be poor.  The Filter Flag column will contain a “Yes” if the direct estimate on that line would have been suppressed if data filtering had been applied.  For further information on the data filtering rules, please see the section titled “Data Release Rules” on page 3-10 of the ACS Design and Methodology Technical Document, which is located at the following URL: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Downloads/tp67.pdf

Disclosure Review Board Rules/Requirements

The RSA Data Profiles are considered custom tabulations; therefore DRB rules established for all American Community Survey custom tabulations rules apply.  All cells in ACS custom tabulations must be rounded.  In cases where the RSA is a stand-alone county, the data in the RSA will differ slightly from the data contained in the standard data products found on American FactFinder.  Information on the rounding rules can be found at the following URL: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/spec_tabs/drb_rules.htm

III.  Research Guidance

Sharing Data with Other Entities

All data in the RSA Data Profiles are public data.  No Title 13 data are contained in these products, so distributing them to other entities for research purposes does not pose a problem.  If a State Data Center chooses to conduct some of its research indirectly, through agreements with affiliate agencies or university departments, that is their choice.  However, the Census Bureau will not provide support for these separate agreements.  If State Data Centers establish additional agreements with other entities, the State Data Center is solely responsible for managing those partnerships.  The Census Bureau will only accept research findings sent by the State Data Centers, regardless of who conducted the research.  

Research Questions

As stated in the Joint Project Agreement, the State Data Centers are expected to review and evaluate the tabulations of ACS data for the RSA geographies.  This research should address the following questions:

(1) Are the RSA geographies useful in their current construction?


(2) Would the RSA geographies be more useful if the counties were grouped differently?  What alternate groupings would be useful?


(3) The RSAs are currently county-based geographies.  Would value be added to the RSA geography if it was a tract-based geography?  How would you group the tracts?


(4) Do the RSA geographies provide you with information that you cannot otherwise access through the ACS?

Research Report

As stated in the Joint Project Agreement, the State Data Centers are required to develop an evaluation report based on the analysis of the RSA data, using spatial and other statistics.  The report will demonstrate a statistical review of the data at a sufficient level of detail to produce a comprehensive report of findings.  

The report is due to the Census Bureau no later than Friday, March 21 at 5:00 EST.

Reports should be sent electronically to Pamela Klein, of the American Community Survey Office, at pamela.m.klein@census.gov.  Please direct all questions to Ms. Klein, either by email or phone on (301) 763-3775. 

