How to Access American Community Survey Estimates
Using the American FactFinder Download Center

The American FactFinder (AFF) Download Center provides quick access to American
Community Survey (ACS) data for predefined groups of geographies (i.e., all block groups
within a state) and prepackaged files (i.e., 2013 ACS 1-year estimates). These instructions show
you how to access block group estimates from the 2009-2013 ACS 5-year data release, and they
can also be used for other geography levels or datasets.

Please note that for earlier years, block groups are available only in the ACS 5-year Summary
File. Learn more about the ACS Summary File at
http://www.census.gov/acs/wwwi/data_documentation/ summary _file/.

1. Access American FactFinder at http://factfinder.census.gov. Then click on “Download
Center” from the blue toolbar.
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2. Use the default selection “I know the dataset or table(s) that I want to download.” Then
click “Next.”
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. Choose from one of the following and click Next

| @ | know the dataset or table(s) that | want to download.

© I want to find prepackaged data that | can download.

The Download Center is designed for experienced users, providing quick access to downloadable data for
predefined groups of geographies and prepackaged files.
tell me more



http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/%20summary_file/
http://factfinder.census.gov/

3. Select “American Community Survey” from the Program drop down menu. After selecting
your program, you will then need to select the specific dataset you are looking for.
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. Select the program and dataset you're interested in. Click Next.

. Select a program 0
— Select a program: — E] “Your Selections’ is empty
prog

[American Community Survey
FETEET FOTSmg SITvEy
Annual Survey of Manufactures
Annual Survey of Public Pensions

Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll
Annual Survey of School System Finances

Annual Survey of State Government Finances
Annual Survey of State Government Tax Collections
Business Expenses Survey

Business Patterns

Census of Governments

Commodity Flow Survey

Decennial Census

EEQ Tabulation

Economic Census

Nonemployer Statistics

Population Estimates

Survey of Business Owners

4. Select “2013 ACS 5-year estimates.” Click “Add to Your Selections.” Then click “Next.”
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. Select the program and dataset you're interested in. Click Next.

@ selectaprogram: [ 7]
American Community Survey - “Your Selections’ is empty

. Select a dataset and click Add to Your Selections:

2013 ACS 5-year estimates
2013 ACS 1-year estimates
2012 ACS S-year estimates
2012 ACS 3-year estimates
2012 ACS 1-year estimates
2011 ACS S-year estimates
2011 ACS 3-year estimates
2011 ACS 1-year estimates
2010 ACS 5-year Selected Population Tables o

ADD TO YOUR SELECTIONS




5. On the “Select a geographic type” step, click on the drop down menu. Then select “Block
Group.” The grayed out geographies are not available for your dataset.

.\\‘[],E{i('\,\'- T
P‘chtFlnder ( /) Feedback FAQs Glossary Help

COMMUNITY FACTS GUIDED SEARCH ADVANCED SEARCH DOWNLOAD CENTER
Download Center - A step-by-step guide to downloading data Dataset and Table - download cenfer
1 2 Geographies NS

. Select geographies to add to Your Selections. Click Next.

The download center aliows you to Select from groups of geographies, such &s all counties in a state. To

select from all available geographies, use Advanced Search
Your Selections

@ selecta geographic type
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— select a geographic type — Search using...
— select a geographic type — Dataset:
United States 2013 ACS S-year estimates €
Region
Division £ Tables matching your selections: 2,280
State

.. County L4

County Subdivision
.... Place/Remainder (or part)
Gensus Tract (or part)
... Estimates Universe County Subdivision
Estimates Universe Place/Balance (or part)
... Estate [US Virgin Istands only]
Estimates Universe Place/Balance (or part)

| B G |
ook
Equal Employment Opportunity County Set
.. Place

County (or part)
..... Census Tract (or part)

6. Under “Select a state,” use the drop down menu to pick your state of interest. In this
example, we used Maryland. Next, under “Select a county,” use the drop down menu to
pick your county of interest. Here, we did not choose a county. Select “All Block Groups
within Maryland.” Click on “Add to Your Selections.” Then click “Next.”

Note: Download Center is the only place you can download All Blocks Groups within a
State. In Advanced Search, the largest geography you can download is All Block Groups
within a County.
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. Select geographies to add to Your Selections. Click Next.

The download center allows you to select from groups of geographies, such as all counties in a state. To
select from all available geographies, use Advanced Search.

. Select a geographic type: (7] Your Selections

...... Block Group - search using...

@ selciasie Datase
2013 ACS 5-year estimates €
Waryland -

. Select a county

—selecta county — v

. Select one or more geographic areas and click Add to Your Selections 4 PREVIOUS CANCEL
rAIIB\DCkGrDUDS within Maryland ‘l

Tables matching your selections: 2,280
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7. The “Search Results” now displays tables from the 2009-2013 ACS 5-year estimates for the
block group(s) you selected. You can download a table by checking the box to the left of the
“Table, File or Document Title” column. Then click “Download.”

Note: You can select and download up to 40 tables at a time in Download Center.
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. Select table(s) to download:

Search Results: 7-25 of 372 tables and other products match “Your Selections’
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topic or table name Search using...
Refine your search results: Dataset
2013 ACS S-year estimates €
Block Group within Cansus Tract
1 Sele(:te-d: Check All @ Clear All Reset Sort o 4 12345 p » All Block Groups within Maryland €3
Table, File or Document Title = = | About Tables matching your selections: 372
UNWEIGHTED SAMPLE COUNT OF THE POPULATION I soor | @
UNWEIGHTED SAMPLE HOUSING UNITS sooonz | @
SEX BY AGE g0 | @
MEDIAN AGE BY SEX soiz | @
MEDIAN AGE BY SEX (WHITE ALONE) Bo100zs | @
MEDIAN AGE BY SEX (BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN ALONE) so100z8 | @
MEDIAN AGE BY SEX (AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKA NATIVE) sotnozc | @
MEDIAN AGE BY SEX (ASIAN ALONE} Bo100z0 | @
MEDIAN AGE BY SEX (NATIVE HAVWAIAN AND OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER ALONE) soto0ze | @
MEDIAN AGE BY SEX (SOME OTHER RACE ALONE) soi0zF | @
MEDIAN AGE BY SEX (TWO OR MORE RACES) so1002e | @
MEDIAN AGE BY SEX (WHITE ALONE, NOT HISPANIC OR LATINO) sotozH | @

8. After selecting Download, a pop up box will appear. The table titles that you selected are
displayed along with the geography that you chose. To include the column/row labels leave
the box checked for “Include descriptive data element names.” Then click “OK.”

Note: Depending on the number of geographies and tables
to download.

Download

You have selected 1 item(s) to download. 0

selected, it could take a long time

e
I B00001 - UNWEIGHTED SAMPLE COUNT OF THE POPULATION |

Geographies:
All Block Groups within Maryland

[¥[Include descriptive data elementnames |

Click OK to create a zip file containing your selected items

Some downloads can fake a long time, depending on the number

of geographies and tables included in your download.
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9. After your file is created, you will see the message “Your file is complete.” Click

“Download” to save the file to your computer.

Click ‘Download to save the file to your computer. 0

Your file is complete.

DOWNLOAD CANCEL

10. After you open the zip file, you will see four files for each table you downloaded. Open the
third file (ACS_13 5YR_B00001_with_ann.csv). The exact filename will vary based on the
dataset and table you downloaded. You will see columns corresponding to the Id
(geographic identifier with the concatenated geographic code), 1d2 (geographic identifier
needed to join data to shapefiles), Geography (name of geography), and Estimate; Total
(estimate corresponding to each geography).
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13 1500000U5240010004002
14 1500000U5240010004003

2.4001E+11 Block Group 2, Census Tract 4, Allegany County, Maryland
2.4001E+11 Block Group 3, Census Tract 4, Allegany County, Maryland

129
49
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3 A B c D E
1 GEQ.id GEO.id2 GEO.display-label HDO1 VD01
2 id Id2 Geography Estimate; Total
3 1500000US240010001001  2.4001E+11 Block Group 1, Census Tract 1, Allegany County, Maryland 54
4 1500000US240010001002  2.4001E+11 Block Group 2, Census Tract 1, Allegany County, Maryland 162
5 1500000U5240010001003 2.4001E+11 Block Group 3, Census Tract 1, Allegany County, Maryland 95
6 1500000US240010002001  2.4001E+11 Block Group 1, Census Tract 2, Allegany County, Maryland 93
7 1500000U5240010002002  2.4001E+11 Block Group 2, Census Tract 2, Allegany County, Maryland 74
8 1500000U5240010002003 2.4001E+11 Block Group 3, Census Tract 2, Allegany County, Maryland 247
9 1500000US240010003001  2.4001E+11 Block Group 1, Census Tract 3, Allegany County, Maryland 129
10 1500000U5240010003002  2.4001E+11 Block Group 2, Census Tract 3, Allegany County, Maryland 49
11 15000000U5240010003003 2.4001E+11 Block Group 3, Census Tract 3, Allegany County, Maryland 43
12 1500000U5240010004001  2.4001E+11 Block Group 1, Census Tract 4, Allegany County, Maryland 33

11. If you want to change column B (Id2) from scientific notation to numbers, right click on the

header of column B and select “Format cells.”

M 4| A B | c
1 |GEO.id | CE cut
2 |id 1d2 53 Copy
3 |1500000US240010001001 | 2.4001E [, Paste Options: sus Tract 1, Allegany County, Maryland
_ 4 |1500000U5240010001002 | 2.4001E j jus Tract 1, Allegany County, Maryland
5 |1500000U5240010001003 | 2.4001E Paste Special.. sus Tract 1, Allegany County, Maryland
6 |1500000U5240010002001 | 2.4001E = sus Tract 2, Allegany County, Maryland
_ 7 |1500000U5240010002002 | 2.4001E Insert jus Tract 2, Allegany County, Maryland
8 |1500000U5240010002003 | 2.4001E Delete jus Tract 2, Allegany County, Maryland
9 |1500000U5240010003001 | 2.4001E Clear Contents sus Tract 3, Allegany County, Maryland
10 |1500000U5240010003002 | 2.4001 A Format Cells... us Tract 3, Allegany County, Maryland
11 |1500000U5240010003003 |  2.4001E! T us Tract 3, Allegany County, Maryland
12 |1500000U5240010004001 | 2.4001E Hide sus Tract 4, Allegany County, Maryland
13 |1500000U5240010004002 | 2.4001E o sus Tract 4, Allegany County, Maryland
14|1500000U5240010004003 | 2.40018 "M jus Tract 4, Allegany County, Maryland

D
HDO1_VDO1
Estimate; Total

54
162
95
93
74
247
129
49
43
55
129
49




Under “Category,” select “Number” with 0 decimal places. Then click “OK.”

Format Cells -5 | [mE3a]

Number |Alignment| Font I Border | Fill |Prcbecﬁon
Category:
I Sample
GEO.id2
Urrency
S;izuntng Decimal places: |8 s
—

Time [ T'Use 1000 Separator (,)

Percentage

Fraction Megative numbers:

Scientific ~1234 -
Text 1234

Spedial (1234)

Custom (1234)

Mumber is used for general display of numbers. Currency and Accounting offer spedialized
formatting for monetary value.

I oK I[ Cancel ]

The 1d2 column will now display in numeric format.

A C D

1 GEO.id EO.display-label HDO1_VDO1

2 |id eography Estimate; Total

3 |1500000U5240010001001 lock Group 1, Census Tract 1, Allegany County, Maryland 54

4 |1500000US240010001002 lock Group 2, Census Tract 1, Allegany County, Maryland 162

5 1500000U5240010001003 lock Group 3, Census Tract 1, Allegany County, Maryland 95

6 |1500000U5240010002001 lock Group 1, Census Tract 2, Allegany County, Maryland 93

7 |1500000U5240010002002 lock Group 2, Census Tract 2, Allegany County, Maryland 74

8 |1500000U5240010002003 lock Group 3, Census Tract 2, Allegany County, Maryland 247
Elsoomousztmomoomm lock Group 1, Census Tract 3, Allegany County, Maryland 129

10 1500000US240010003002 lock Group 2, Census Tract 3, Allegany County, Maryland 49

If you have additional questions, please contact our call center at 1-800-923-8282 or submit a
question at https://ask.census.gov/newrequest.php.
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