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Abstract 
 
The primary objective of the CATI CPS Data Analysis Project is to evaluate CATI against the 
current CPS methodology with regard to labor force estimates, response rates, and gross change. 
The gross change comparisons will provide an indirect measure of response variability in CATI 
relative to the CPS. Other objectives include comparisons of item nonresponse, coverage, and 
quality of industry and occupation data. We also hope to track respondent characteristics and 
analyze households by telephone availability status. The estimates used in these analyses will be 
obtained from the sample areas represented in the CATI design. A detailed discussion of how we 
plan to meet these objectives is provided below. 
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I. INTRODUCTION

Analysis Plan 
CATI CPS Data Analysis Team 

The primary objective of the CATI CPS Data Analysis Project is
to evaluate CATI against the current CPS methodology with regard
to labor force estimates, response rates, and gross change. The
gross change comparisons will provide an indirect measure of
respo�se variability in CATI relative to the CPS. Other objec­
tives include comparisons of item nonresponse, coverage, and
quality of industry and occupation data. We also hope to track
respondent characteristics and analyze households by telephone
availability status. The estimates used in these analyses will
be obtained from the sample areas represented in the CATI
design. A detailed discussion of how we plan to meet these
objectives is provided below.

The 30 metropolitan areas included in the CATI Phase II Study
were selected from a frame of 109 metropolitan areas. To be
eligible for the CATI Study an area had to be metropolitan, con­
sist of one or more self-representing CPS PSUs, and provide a
sample of 70 or more housing units (HUs) to the CPS. Because
the initial implementation of CATI in the "live" CPS probably
will be in multi-interviewer metropolitan PSUs, we required a
minimum sample size of 70 HUs. This eliminated single­
interviewer PSUs from the frame of eligible areas.

Comparisons between CATI and the "regular CPS" will be made only
for the 30 sample areas. Managers of the CPS in SMD and DSD
have decided that estimates for the entire frame of CATI eli­
gible areas are of marginal utility and do not justify the
resources required for their production.

The CATI sample design differs from that of the regular CPS in a
number of respects. First, the CATI sample will be divided
into only four rotation groups. Each CATI rotation group will
be interviewed for 4 consecutive months, then retired from the
study. This rotation scheme allows for a rapid phase-in of the
CATI sample. In an effort to maintain comparability, only the
first four months-in-sample (MIS) of the CPS will be used in
tfi1sstudy. Also, problems with staff availability precluded
selection of new construction sample (i.e., permit segments) for
CATI, so only old construction sample (address, area, and spe­
cial place segments) from the regular CPS will be used in this
study. The CPS sample just described (i.e., old construction
only, MIS 1-4 only) for the 30 sample areas Qil__J_y will comprise
the control sample for the study. We will rel"er to this sample
as the "CPS control sample" or the "Control sample" throughout
this document.






















































