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Accessibility 



Case Study: Housing Accessibility  



Healthy Food 
Options 



Case Study: Purshable 



Skills and 
STEAM 

Programs 



Case Study: “AirBNB for Tech Spaces” 



Problems we are trying to solve 



1. Set of Javascript tools, guides, and 
examples on Github to build web 
applications 

2. Enhances usability and access to Census 
data through public APIs 

3. Streamline how open data is used to build 
apps for cities through open-source tools 

4. Support rural communities through USDA 
integration 

5. Foster an ecosystem to improve 
interoperability across data silos at federal 
and local level 

What is the CitySDK  



Open-Source Project 

http://uscensusbureau.github.io/citysdk/ 



How it Works:  
Technical Capabilities 



Before:  Washington DC Population Example 
(Census ACS API) 

After:   CitySDK  

Benefits to user when using CitySDK: 
● Abstracts multi-API requests into a single call. 
● Allows for the aliasing of common variables. 
● Modular architecture supports integrating other 

APIs 
 

1. Get Washington, 
D.C.’s FIPS code by 
co-ordinates using the 
GeoCoder API 
 

2. Determine the 
appropriate variable (ex: 
B06011_001E) from a list of 
every variable in the ACS 
 
 

3. Request the data 
for that specific 
variable and FIPS 
combination. 
 
 
 

4. Extract the data 
from the response. 
 
 
 
 

1. Build your request 
in a JSON object 
 
 

2. Issue the request to 
the SDK 
 
 
 

3. Handle the 
response object 
 
 
 
 

Improving Access to Census Data 



Getting Started with CitySDK 

http://uscensusbureau.github.io/citysdk/gettingstarted.html 
 

http://uscensusbureau.github.io/citysdk/gettingstarted.html


Acquiring Census Data 

Example of simple request for State of Maryland geography 



Partner Integrations 



What’s Next 

1. Pilot with North Carolina state data center network 
and rural communities 

2. Continue collaboration with ecosystem participants  

3. Deepen our open-source engagement with users 

4. Add support for smart cities 



Community  
Focus 

Improved Access to 
Government Data 

Agile Playbook for  
Code for America Brigades 

The White House Smart City Forum 



Q&A 
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