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The Issue
• The undercount of young children birth to 5 has continually 

plagued the decennial census.
• In 2010 the undercount was between 4.6% and 10.3% 

(970,000 - 2,200,000 children).
• Coverage varies by race and Hispanic origin. 
• Complex household structures impact the undercount of 

young children. *
*See NAC Undercount of Young Children Working Group 
Meeting 4, 4/3/17 presentation by Linda Jacobsen, Population 
Reference Bureau



Work Group Deliverables

1. Review the literature; understand decennial and demographic data 
collection practices; list the challenges related to the undercount as 
well as the implications for meeting or not meeting those 
challenges.

2. Make recommendations concerning data collection methods and 
effective outreach to groups with higher incidence of undercounted 
children in an effort to overcome the challenges. In addition to the 
decennial data collection, ACS and other surveys by Census may be 
considered including the timing for planning, testing and 
implementation.



What Have We Done?

• Meetings: 4 conference calls and 2 face to face meetings
• Reviewed several pieces of pertinent literature produced by 

Census and others
• Met numerous times with SME’s from Census
• Met with external SME’s including those representing 

considerable expertise in the undercount of young children, 
family demography, and interactive mapping of overlapping 
factors



What’s Next?

• Formulation of recommendations pertaining to:
1. Methodology 

• The characteristics of young undercounted children
• Complex households
• Identified Census errors (measurement, nonresponse & processing)

2. Outreach
• Overcoming the possibility of increased reticence to participate in the collection of 
personal data
• Increasing the possibility of high touch interactions in spite of budgetary concerns
• Encouraging interagency agreements that make national, state and local collaboration 
easier
• And more



Thank You!

The undercount initiative within Census now has a 
coordinating leadership team in Scott Konicki and Gina 
Walejko.
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