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Undercount of Young Children Working Group

Overview

U.S. Census Bureau analysis shows that the undercount of children under age five in the
decennial census and in demographic surveys is longstanding and growing. The 2010 Census,
for example, undercounted about 4.6 percent of children aged 0 to 4 (Hogan et al.

2013). When we look at the differences between Census and demographic analysis counts for
adults and young children since 1980, we see noteworthy reductions in differences for the adult
population but steady growths in differences for the youngest children (O’Hare 2015).

As we prepare for the 2020 Census, we will continue to look at ways to produce a more
accurate and cost-effective count of the nation and research how to best reach and include
historically hard-to-count populations, such as young children. Through our recent research,
we have begun to develop a profile of the types of young children that are more at risk for
census omission (Konicki 2016). As we prepare for 2020, improving this count is one focus of
our research.

Working Group Focus

To support the U.S. Census Bureau’s efforts to address the issues outlined above, the Census
Bureau is establishing an Undercount of Children Working Group. The Undercount of Young
Children Working Group will assist with two main tasks:

1. Synthesizing literature, current practices, and best practices

a. Synthesize current understanding of the undercount of young children in Census
Bureau data collections. Including the relationship of the undercount of young
children to any other undercounting by race, language, socio-economic status,
and geographic location.

b. Understand current decennial and demographic survey methods in an effort to
provide recommendations on methods that reduce this undercount.

c. Synthesize best practices for obtaining accurate counts in an effort to provide
recommendations on methods and communication strategies to reduce this
undercount.

2. Providing subject matter expert recommendations

a. Providing recommendations on methods the U.S. Census Bureau should pursue

to improve coverage of this population group in future censuses and surveys.



b. Providing recommendations on the most effective ways to communicate to
groups with higher incidences of undercounted children such as young mothers
and complex households and within neighborhoods where the undercount is
likely to be greatest.

Working Group Meetings and Members

e The Undercount of Young Children Working Group will exist through November 2017.

e Working Group membership will consist of 5-10 National Advisory Committee (NAC)
members to include one designated WG lead/convener. The convener will be selected
by the Census Bureau Director in consultation with the NAC Chairperson.

e Working Group conference calls will occur once a month. Additional calls may occur to
meet critical needs, as appropriate. The working group will send meeting notices and
prepare minutes for each conference call.

e Census Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) will provide background information associated
with specific work tasks/needs as it pertains to the Working Group’s guidelines. SMEs
also will participate in monthly Working Group conference calls as necessary.

e The Working Group Convener is responsible for leading conference calls with Working
Group members and facilitating the development of two Working Group presentations
for NAC meetings.

e The Working Group may provide a list of additional experts to assist the working group
as consultants.

Working Group Deliverables

The Working Group will develop and present two detailed presentations to NAC and the Census
Bureau.

1. After a review of literature pertaining to the undercount of young children and an
understanding of current decennial and demographic data collection practices, the
Working Group will present a list of challenges related to counting young children to the
NAC and Census Bureau and the implications to meeting or not meeting these
challenges.

2. After a review of best practices for obtaining accurate counts of children, the Working
Group will present a list of recommendations related to data collection methods and
effective ways to communicate to groups with a higher incidence of undercounted
children in an effort to overcome the challenges related to counting young children.
The working group will indicate whether these recommendations pertain to the 2020
Census, the American Community Survey, data collections in other Census Bureau



surveys, or some combination. For the 2020 Census, the timing of any required
planning, testing, and implementation should be considered.
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