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Goals for Mid-Decade 
Race and Hispanic Origin Research 
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Key Dimensions to Explore 
 

• Separate questions vs. combined question 
 

• “Middle Eastern or North African” (MENA) category 
 

• Instruction wording and terminology 
 

• Web-based designs to improve question 
understanding and optimize reporting of      
detailed racial and ethnic groups 
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Research Questions 
and Decision Criteria 

• Research questions, data tables, and decision 
criteria were developed for each of the NCT 
research dimensions 
 

• Our hypotheses are presented as research 
questions (a priori), along with table shells and 
explanations of what will be analyzed 
 

• Decision criteria present how the results will be 
evaluated to make recommendations 
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Question Format 
Separate  Combined w/ Write-Ins Combined w/ Checkboxes 



“MENA” Category 
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Instructions and Terms 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Instruction Wording: 
• Mark [X] one or more boxes. 
• Mark all boxes that apply…  
 Note, you may report more than one group. 
 

Alternatives for Terminology: 
• “Race,” “Ethnicity,” “Origin” 
• Which categories describe you? 
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Operationalizing the Decisions 
Each of the 36 paths has an outcome for each of the decisions, represented by four quadrants 
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Explanation of Quadrants 
Examples to illustrate how this operates conceptually 



Questions for CSAC Members 
1. Would any other research questions enhance our 
analyses of the NCT results to develop recommendations 
on question format (separate vs. combined) or the use of 
a MENA category? 
 
2. Do you have any suggestions on how best to use the 
NCT data to develop the classification for MENA groups? 
 
3. Which of the NCT Study Plan research questions  
do you consider most important for making 
recommendations on the best question format? 
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