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	  NCT	  Plan	  
•  A	  comprehensive	  plan	  to	  develop	  the	  research	  framework	  for	  

the	  NCT	  that	  will	  be	  used	  to	  ul(mately	  guide	  the	  specific	  
wording	  of	  ques(ons,	  etc	  for	  the	  2020	  Census	  

	  
•  Both	  a	  web-‐based	  and	  paper-‐based	  design	  framework	  

•  The	  sta(s(cal	  framing	  uses	  a	  fully	  factorial	  design	  (for	  the	  
web-‐based	  version)	  involving	  36	  different	  panels	  (3	  ques(on	  
formats	  x	  2	  (MENA/no	  MENA)	  x	  2	  (old/new	  instruc(ons)	  X	  3	  
terminology	  versions)	  	  

	  
•  Sample	  appropriately	  stra(fied	  across	  popula(on	  	  

•  Sensible	  current	  set	  of	  research	  ques(ons	  	  
	  



Challenges	  
•  To	  ul(mately	  evaluate	  effec(veness	  of	  the	  ques(on	  formats,	  it’s	  

valuable	  to	  have	  a	  clear	  objec(ve	  

•  Challenges:	  
	  	  	  
1)	  In	  iden(fying	  someone’s	  race/ethnicity,	  does	  “success”	  mean	  
classifying	  the	  person	  appropriately	  as	  defined	  by	  the	  OMB	  regula(ons	  
or	  as	  according	  to	  that	  individual’s	  own	  preferred	  perspec(ve?	  
	  
2)	  Every	  census	  design	  can	  be	  assessed	  using	  mul(ple	  performance	  
metrics	  (e.g.	  one	  design	  may	  produce	  over-‐classifica(on	  in	  one	  group,	  
and	  under-‐classifica(on	  in	  another;	  a	  second	  design	  may	  reverse	  the	  
situa(on;	  a	  third	  may	  be	  be`er	  on	  these	  two	  groups,	  but	  much	  worse	  
on	  a	  third)	  	  
	  
	  
	  



	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  •  E.g.	  for	  ques(on	  format,	  10	  different	  research	  ques(ons,	  with	  
associated	  data	  tables,	  will	  be	  assessed	  

•  	  It	  is	  unlikely	  that	  any	  one	  design	  will	  perform	  uniformly	  
be`er	  than	  all	  others	  along	  all	  metrics	  and	  across	  all	  groups	  

Ques(on:	  How	  will	  the	  2020	  recommenda(ons	  get	  generated,	  
given	  the	  mass	  of	  poten(ally	  conflic(ng	  data	  that	  the	  NCT	  study	  
could	  produce?	  
	  



	  	  	  	  	  Ques(on:	  The	  current	  panels	  contain	  data	  that	  is	  split	  out	  by	  
race/ethnicity.	  Should	  there	  be	  some	  aggregate	  or	  “popula(on-‐
weighted”	  sta(s(cs	  that	  are	  also	  produced	  to	  help	  guide	  the	  
recommenda(on	  group	  towards	  consensus?	  	  
	  
e.g.	  A	  sta(s(c	  that	  a`empts	  to	  characterize	  the	  overall	  
aggregated	  mis-‐classifica(on	  probability	  across	  the	  en(re	  
popula(on?	  
	  
This,	  of	  course,	  relates	  to	  the	  ques(on	  of	  a	  clearly	  defined	  
objec(ve…	  



Other	  Thoughts	  

•  What	  might	  a	  “tech	  company”	  do	  to	  improve	  the	  
effec(veness	  of	  such	  data	  collec(on?	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Perhaps	  “personalize”	  form,	  based	  on	  other	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  variables	  (e.g.	  socio-‐economic	  factors,	  educa(on	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  level,	  etc))	  
•  How	  do	  other	  countries	  solicit	  such	  racial/ethnicity	  

background?	  (Morning’s	  2008	  paper)	  
•  Add	  ra(onale	  for	  why	  the	  gov’t	  collects	  such	  data?	  (e.g.	  

Canada)	  

	  
	  
	  
	  


