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Goals for 2015 NCT
Race/Ethnicity Research

Key Dimensions to Explore

e Separate guestions vs. combined guestion

 Middle Eastern or North African (MENA) category

 |nstruction wording and terminology

 Web-based designs to improve question
understanding and optimize reporting of
detailed racial and ethnic groups
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Exploring Question Format
for Race and Ethnicity
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Question Format

Separate
Questions

Combined Question
with Write-Ins

8. Which categories describe Person 17
Mark all boxes that apply AND m’::o‘smﬂsm the spaces balow.

NOTE: Please answer BOTH Question 8 about Hispanic Note, you may report more than one group.

ethnicity and QGuestion 8 about race. For this census, Hispanic

8. What is Person 1's race or origin?
sthnicities are not races.

Mark all boxes that apply AND print origins in the spaces balow. WHITE — Provide details below:
" 5 Nata, you may report mora than one group.

Is Person 1 Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish?

Mark all boxes that apply AND print ethiicities in the spaces balow:
Nota, you may raport more than one group.

German Irigh | English
White — Print, for sxampis, German, kish, Engiish, #alian, Poiish, Itafian Polish French
Frendh, etc.

Print, for exampie, Scoftish, Nonwagian, Dutch, eic.

Mo, not Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish

‘fee, Mexican, Mexican Am., Chicano

‘Yee, Puerto Rican Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin — Print, for example, HISPANIC, LATINO, OR SPANISH — Provide details beiow:
Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto Aican, Cuban, Salvadoran, K - DA Res
i Dominican, Colombian, sic. 7 ME:"“"P Su?rm o
YBB another Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish eﬂ'mu:lty Print, for or eﬁg‘-ﬂ#‘ ican
BXAMOIE, , Dominican, C B i
Spaniard, Ea_radoﬂsn B 7 Ealvadoran Dominican Colombian

Print, for exampie, Guatemaian, Spaniard, Ecuadonian, stc. ¢
Black or African Am. — Frint, for exampie, African American,
Jamaican, Haiian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somali, s, -

. What is Person 1's race?
Mark all boxes that apply AND print ethnicities in the spaces balow.
Note, you may report more than one group.

BLACK OR AFRICAN AM. - Provide details below.

African : %
Asian — Print, for example, Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, American Jamsican Haitian
Vistnamese, Korean, Japanese, etc. 3 Migarian Ethiopian Somali

Print, for exampis, Ghanaian, South Affican, Barbadian, eic.

White — F'\'mr brarampfs Gemnan, Insh, English, lalian, Pofish,
Frendh, &

American Indian or Alaska Native — Print, for exampie, Navaio
Nation, Blackfest Tribe, Mayan, Axec, Native Village of Barmow ASIAN - Provide details below.

Black or African Am. — Print, for exampie, African American, Inupiat Tra al Government. Noime Eskima Commi iz

Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somall, sic. 7 e Find s ke

Vistnamese Korsan Japaness
Print, for exampis, Pakigtani, Cambodian, Hmong, eic. 2
Middle Eastern or North African — Print for exampie, Lebanass,

American Indian or Alaska Mative — Print, for exampie, Navajo P 4 - 3

Mation, Blackfest Trie, Mayan, Aztec, Native Village of Barrow e, Eyplisr e, Moeaat, ARt /5

Inupiat Traditional Govemment, Nome Eskimo Communiy, ate. & R T roronem
SKA — Provide dst

Iﬁlaerican Alasl@ Cenlran arrﬁg\m
Mative Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander — Print, for exampie, e, Loy
5 % : = Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Chamaorro, Tongan, Fjian, Print, for exampis, Navajo Nation, Blackfest Tribe, Mayan, Azbc
Chinesa A Vietnamese Native Hawaiian Marshaliess, stc. MNatve Vilage of Barrow lupiat Nome Eskimo Community, eic. &
Filipino Korean Bamoan
Agzian Indian Japanese Chamaomo
Other Asian — Cther Pacific lslander — L . . MIDDLE EASTERM OR NORTH AFRICAN — Frovide details below.
Print, for example, Some other race or origin — FPrint race or onigin. 7
Pakigtani, Cambodian, Tongan, Lebaness Iranian Egyptian
Hmong, e Marshaliese, aic. Z S Mon I i

Print, forexample, lsreti, fagi, Tunisan, sic.

Middle Eastemn or North African — Print, for exampie, Lebane se,

Iranian, Egyptian, Syrian, Moroccan, Algerian, etc. z NATIVE HAWAIIAN OR OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER - Frovide

details below.
Native
Hawaiian Samoan Chamaomo
Tongan Fijian Marshallese

Some other race — Print race or sthniciy.
= Frint, for exampie, Palauan, Tahian, Chuukese, sic 7

SOME OTHER RACE, ETHNICITY, OR ORIGIN — Print below.
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Question Format
Summary of Findings

The combined question with detailed checkboxes
design appears to elicit higher quality data on race and
ethnicity; this is in keeping with the results of 2010 AQE

* No changes to distribution for major groups
e Decreased Some Other Race reporting

e Lower item nonresponse for the combined race/ethnicity
guestion than for the separate race question

« Same or higher level of detailed reporting
* Higher overall consistency for Hispanics
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Testing a
Middle Eastern or North African
Category
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Middle Eastern or North African
(MENA) Category

8. What is Person 1's race or origin? 8. What is Person 1's race or origin?

Mark one or more boxes AND print origins. Mark all boxes that apply AND print origins in the spaces below.
Note, you may report more than one group.
White — Frint, for esampie, German, knizh, English, #alian,
Lebanese, Egyptian, eic. White — Print, for example, German, Irish, English, ialian, Polish,
French, efc. g

Hispanic, Latine, or Spanish origin — Prnt, for exampie, .

F.ia:a‘ca;nnr Msx?na?ﬂmarfcan (Rrg:o Rican gmbﬁn Sahvadoran Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin — Print. for example,

Dominican, Colombian, etc. g ' ' ' Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Salvadoran,
! ! Dominican, Colombian, efc.

Black or African Am. — Print, for exampie, African Americarn,

i, Faiten:, Nigerian, Effiopi, 5 i i, Black or African Am. — Frint, for example, African American,

Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somali, etc. 4

Asian — Print, for exampls, Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Asian — Print, for example, Chinese. Filipino, Asian Indian,
Vistnamese, Korean, Japanese, sic. § Vietnamese, Korean, Japanese, efc. i

American Indian or Alaska Mative — Print name of enrofled or American Indian or Alaska Native — Print, for example, Navajo
principal inibeys), for exampie, Navajo Nation, Blackiest Thibe, Nation, Blackfeet Tribe, Mayan, Aztec, Native Village of Barrow
Mayan, Axtec, Native Village of Barrow houpiat Tradifonal Inupiat Traditional Government, Nome Eskimo Community, efc.

Govemment, Nome Estimo Community, eic.

Mldl_ile Easter_n or Ngrth African — FPrint, _mr example, Lebanese,
Mative H. iian or Other Pacific lelander — Frint, for ) Iranian, Egyptian, Syrian, Moroccan, Algerian, etc. 4

Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Chamaorro, Tongan, Fjian,
Marshallese, sic. &

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander — Print, for example,
Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Chamorro, Tongan, Fijian,

Some other race of origin — Print race or onigin. Marshallese, etc. &

Some other race or origin — Print race or onigin.
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MENA Category
Summary of Findings

The use of a distinct Middle Eastern or North
African category appears to elicit higher quality
data for people who would identify with MENA

e People who identify as MENA use the MENA category when it
IS available

 People who are MENA have trouble identifying as only MENA
when no category is available

e The nationalities and ethnicities in the 2015 NCT working
classification of MENA identified as MENA when the category
was available

* The nationalities and ethnicities in the MENA oversample did
not identify as MENA when the category was available

United States”

Census

U.S. Department of Commerce
Economics and Statistics Administration
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU




Evaluating Alternative
Instructions and Terminology
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Instructions and Terminology

Instruction Wording:
e Mark [X] one or more boxes.
 Mark all boxes that apply...
Note, you may report more than one group.

Question Terminology:

 “Race,” “Ethnicity,” “Origin”
What is Person 1’s race or origin?

What is Person 1’s race or ethnicity?

 No terms = “Categories”
Which categories describe Person 1?

United States” U.S. Department of Commerce
e n S u S Economics and Statistics Administration
ossssssss Bureau

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

11



Instructions and Terminology
Summary of Findings

Instruction Wording:
“Mark all boxes that apply...” (paper)
“Select all boxes that apply...” (online)
“...Note, you may report more than one group.”

Question Terminology:
What is Person 1’s race or ethnicity?

 The new instructions increased the rate of consistency of multiple-responses when
compared to the old instructions; there was no difference in the rate of consistency
for any of the other major race/ethnicity groups

* Qualitative research findings show that Race/Ethnicity terminology was better
understood than Categories terminology in Spanish
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Note, you may report more than one group.

‘“* m:*a}mf;,“mmammgm Question Format:

WHITE - Provid desis oo combined question
Garman Irish English . .
— Poiah French with detailed checkboxes

Frint, for example, Scottish, Nowegian, Duich, etc.
O p t I m a I HISPANIC, LATINO, OR SPANISH - Fovi doaisbaion: M id d Ie Eastern or
or E?nican Puerto u .
At - o North African category
E I e e n t S BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN — Provids details baiow. Instructions:
African Jamaican Haitizn

Salvadoman Daminican Colomiian
Print, for evample, Guatemalan, Spaniard, Ecuadonin, eic.
f r O m kel eropon o Select all boxes that apply ...
Frint, for example, Ghanaian, South Affican, Berbadian, eic. Note, you may report
C T ASIAN — Provis dotds bsow more than one group.
2 O 1 5 N Chinesa Filipino Aszian Indian
Viatnamese Korzan Japanese

Print.for example, Palistan, Cambodian, Hrang, et Terminology:

I ze S e ar C h aERcCAN mOiAN OB Auaska waTv i mremre. 1 OICE OF €EHNICity
Navajo Nation, Blackfeet Tribe, Mayan, Artec, Natve Lilage of

Barrow lmupia Trditonal Govermmant, Thingit, eic.

MIDDLE EASTERN OR NORTH AFRICAN — Prowde detais baiow.
Lebanssa Iranizn Egypfian
Syrian Moroccan Algenan

Frint, for example, lsrasl lmgi, TunisEn, eic.

NATIVE HAWAIIAN OR OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER - Provide

detais balow.
Nati
Homesan Samean Chamamo
Tongan Fiian Marshallese

Frint, for example, Paizuen, Tahitian, Chuvkess, eic.

S0OME OTHER RACE OR ETHNICITY — Prirt detaiis.
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NCT Outreach & Engagement

O

]USTICE

’ The Leadership

: Coalition on Black
Conierence :AS |AN;_- Civic Participation
:PACIFICS
SAMERICANG
CAPAC

Institute of Caribbean Studies ' ' ,

RN

Census Natlonal Advisory Commlttee on
Racial, Ethnic, and Other Populations

O 9
] £ . . Congresser
2 & Arab American Institute American
g g Indians
i &N APIAHF
o2 —
SCHCI3 ASIAN & PACIFIC ISLANDER
K01t et AMERICAN HEALTH FORUM
M MNational
R A C E || Urban League
r ~ SOUTH ASIAN AMERICANS LEADING TOGETHER
Reclassify All Children Equally e @ . .
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ASIAN AMERICANS

ADVANCING

THE NATIONAL /// BT

National ~atonaLinsTITUTE FOR

LATINO POLICY

CBC
CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCLS

AAPOR

Educational Fund

& Papa Ola [o’nafu
MAViN

U

Pop ulation Association of America
14

afrolatin@

UNITED SIKHS forum

Recognize the Human Race as One


http://www2.census.gov/cac/nac/photo-nac-members.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Congress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Urban_League
http://www.advancingjustice.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj1u8vv_I7OAhXFcz4KHYhxA0YQjRwIBw&url=http://www.alexbarnettcomic.com/category/podcast-2/page/5/&psig=AFQjCNHE7aRkBS6n-bZ6Ac3UbHHR0vHUCA&ust=1469548488970469
http://www.populationassociation.org/
https://www.aapor.org/
http://www.naleo.org/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=National+Coalition+on+Black+Civic+Participation&view=detailv2&&id=59B8DD5FDE1DFD03D5DE4BB210C920B013F82D26&selectedIndex=0&ccid=aLfI%2b3lX&simid=608046969383555050&thid=OIP.M68b7c8fb7957ef10c33802e3596aed59o0
http://unitedsikhs.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjd2MjUgI_OAhXBwj4KHSnzDvIQjRwIBw&url=http://myemail.constantcontact.com/What-s-Happening-at-SAALT--May-June-2014.html?soid%3D1101097532314%26aid%3DWiK5ePNcFJI&psig=AFQjCNFrb3r6EHc8IQVYUSNf8ipkVOMs5A&ust=1469549485153694

Timeline for 2020 Census

e Discuss 2015 NCT Research with Advisors,
Stakeholders, Researchers, Public (Spring 2017)

* Prepare and Submit Question Design for 2018
End-to-End Census Test (Spring - Summer 2017)

« OMB Decides on Race/Ethnicity Standards
(Fall - Winter 2017)

 Prepare and Submit Final Question Wording
for 2020 Census (Winter 2018 - Spring 2018)

* Prepare for 2020 Census
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Questions for CSAC

 What are your thoughts on the optimal design for
guestion format (combined question with detailed
checkboxes approach)?

 What are your thoughts on the use of distinct
Middle Eastern or North African category?

Do you have any suggestions for outreach and
engagement about the 2015 NCT research with
particular scientific, academic, or professional
organizations?
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