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2020 Census and American Community Survey Subjects and Questions
Requirements

• Section 141(f) of the Census Act requires that the 
subjects included in the next census be submitted to 
Congress no later than 3 years before the census date. 

 This document was issued on March 28, 2017.

• The Census Act also requires that the questions included 
in the next census be submitted to Congress no later 
than 2 years before the census date. 

 A document that meets this requirement for the 2020 
Census and the ACS will be submitted to Congress by March 
31, 2018.
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Questions Planned for the 2020 Census and 
American Community Survey
Document Outline

Contents:

• Introduction

• Questions Planned for the 2020 Census

• Questions Planned for the ACS

• Year First Included in a Decennial Census or on the ACS

Structure:

• Question image (paper form)

• Statement about why the question is asked (relationship to published data)

• Paragraph summarizing federal government use of data derived from the question

• Select summaries of types of community-level uses
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How a Question Becomes Part of the Census or 

American Community Survey
Standard Considerations

• The determination of content for the Decennial Census Program rests 
with the Secretary of Commerce.

• Requests undergo legal, technical, and policy review to determine 
whether the question should be included.

• If the question is not currently used in an ongoing survey, it is the Census 
Bureau standard develop and test the wording of the new question.

• The Census Bureau must submit to Congress the planned questions for 
the 2020 Census and American Community Survey by March 31, 2018.

• In compliance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, the Census Bureau will 
publish a Federal Register Notice.
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Questions Planned for the 2020 Census

• Age – asked since 1790

• Citizenship – asked since 1820*

• Hispanic origin – asked since 1970

• Race – asked since 1790

• Relationship – asked since 1880

• Sex – asked since 1790

• Tenure (owner/renter) – asked since 1890

• Operational (e.g., name) – asked since 1790

*In 1960, this question was asked of a subset of the population. From 
1970-2000, this question was asked on the decennial census long form. 
Since 2005, it has been asked annually on the American Community 
Survey.
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Note: The 2020 Census short form will be administered in the 50 
states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.



Age 
Asked since 1790

Answers to the age and date of birth question provide the data that help us understand the size 
of different age groups and how other characteristics may vary by age.
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Citizenship* 
Asked since 1820

A question about a person’s citizenship is used to create statistics about citizen and noncitizen 
populations.
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*In 1960, this question was asked of a subset of the population. From 1970-2000, this question was 
asked on the decennial census long form. Since 2005, it has been asked annually on the American 
Community Survey.



Hispanic Origin* 
Asked since 1970

A question about whether a person is of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin is used to create 
statistics about this ethnic group.

* This Hispanic origin question will be implemented on the ACS in 2020.
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Note: Hispanic origin and race are asked separately 
in accordance with the 1997 OMB standards on race 
and ethnicity. 



Race* 
Asked since 1790

A question about a person's race to 
create statistics about race and to 
present other estimates by race 
groups.

* This race question will be 
implemented on the ACS in 
2020.
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Note: Hispanic origin and race are asked separately 
in accordance with the 1997 OMB standards on race 
and ethnicity. 



Relationship* 
Asked since 1880

A question about the relationship of each person in a household to one central person is used 
to create estimates about families, households, and other groups, and to present other data 
at a household level.

*This relationship question will be implemented 
on the ACS in 2019.
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Sex 
Asked since 1790

A question about the sex of each person is used to create statistics about males and females and 
to present other data by sex.
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Tenure (owner/renter)
Asked since 1890

A question about whether a home is owned or rented is used to create data about tenure, 
renters, and home ownership.
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Operational 
Asked since 1790

Some operational questions are asked to better administer the data collection process and to 
ensure greater accuracy of the data collected. Contact information is not part of published 
estimates and is carefully protected, as mandated by federal law, to respect the personal 
information of respondents. 
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Questions Planned for the 2020 American Community Survey

2020 Subjects Social Subjects Economic Subjects Housing Subjects

Operational Ancestry (1980) Journey to Work/Commuting (1960) Acreage & Agricultural Sales (1960)

Age Disability (1830) Health Insurance (2008) Computer & Internet Use (2013)

Sex Fertility (1890) Income (1940) Home Heating Fuel (1940)

Race Grandparent Caregivers (2000) Industry of Worker (1820) Home Value & Rent (1940)

Hispanic Origin Language Spoken at Home (1890) Occupation of Worker (1850) Plumbing Facilities (1940)

Relationship Marital Status (1880) Class of Worker (1910) Kitchen Facilities (1940)

Tenure Marital History (1850) Labor Force Status (1890) Telephone Service (1960)

Migration/Residence One Year Ago 
(1930)

Work Status Last Year (1880) Selected Monthly Owner Costs (1940-1990)

Utilities, mortgage, etc.

Place of Birth (1850) SNAP (2005)

Food  Stamps

Citizenship (1820) Units in Structure (1940)

Year of Entry (1890) Rooms (1940)

School Enrollment (1850) Bedrooms (1960)

Educational Attainment (1940) Vehicles Available (1960)

Undergraduate Field of Degree (2009) Year Built (1940)

Veteran Status (1890) Year Moved In (1960)

Veteran Period of Service and VA 

Service-Connected Disability (2008)

(Year first asked in the Decennial Census Program)
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Note: The 2020 ACS (formerly the long form) will be administered in the 50 
states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. The 2020 Island Areas 
Censuses will use the 2020 ACS as a base, which will be modified to better 
meet the needs of the Island Areas.



Questions Planned for the 2020 American Community Survey 

• Based on results of the 2016 ACS Content Test, changes to the questions about the 
following topics are planned for implementation on the 2019 ACS (and will be 
carried forward to the 2020 ACS):
• Telephone service

• Journey to work

• Weeks worked

• Class of worker

• Industry and Occupation

• Retirement income

• Relationship 

• Health insurance premiums and subsidies (new question)

• The ACS will implement the version of the race and Hispanic origin questions used 
on the 2020 Census on the 2020 ACS. 
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Questions Planned for the 2020 Island Areas Censuses

2020 Subjects Social Subjects Economic Subjects Housing Subjects

Operational Ancestry Commuting Acreage & Agricultural Sales

Age Disability Health Insurance Computer & Internet Use

Sex Fertility Income Home Heating Fuel

Race Grandparent Caregivers Industry, Occupation,

& Class of Worker

Home Value & Rent

Hispanic Origin Language Spoken at Home Labor Force Status Plumbing Facilities, Kitchen Facilities, 

& Telephone Service**

Relationship Marital Status & Marital History* Work Status Last Year Selected Monthly Owner Costs

Tenure Migration/Residence Five Years Ago Sewage Disposal

Parent's Place of Birth SNAP*

Place of Birth, Citizenship, & Year of Entry Source of Water

Reason for Migration Units in Structure, Rooms, & Bedrooms

School Enrollment, 

Educational Attainment

& Undergraduate Field of Degree***

Vehicles Available

Veteran Status, Period of Service, 

& VA Service-Connected Disability Rating

Year Built & Year Moved In

*New for Island Areas Censuses, but an established subject in the ACS.

**Propose including flush toilet availability.

***Propose including completion of a vocational program, which was a subject for the 2010 Census.

Island Areas Censuses Only
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Note: The 2020 Island Areas Censuses will be administered in 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 


