PAGE  
1

README

State Legislative District Summary File Supplement (Blocks)

Delivered via FTP

PRIVATE 

Contents

About the FTP Application            

Other Sources of the Data

File Naming Convention

Technical Documentation

Data Records and  Segmentation

FTP File Transfer

UnZipping the Files

Spreadsheet and Data Base Aids

	■  For step-by-step instructions for moving the data and the structure into a data base format   (including screen shots), please see  www.census.gov/support/SF1ASCII.html .  

■  Structure files in Access2000 and other formats are available at                                                                     http://www.census.gov/support/2000/SF1/
■ We are unable to provide one-on-one support for applications of the data to specific 

        spreadsheets or data base software.
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About the FTP Applicationtc  \l 1 "About the FTP Application"
·   The application is intended for experienced users of census data, compressed files, and   spreadsheet/database software. 

·   FTP users should have a fast file transfer capability. 

·   Users of the FTP application need to unzip the compressed file after downloading, then import it into the spreadsheet/database software of their choice for data analysis and table presentation.
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Other Sources of the Datatc  \l 1 "Other Sources of the Data"
The State Legislative District Summary File Supplement contains the geographic codes that relate each 2000 Census block to pre-2010 Census state legislative districts.

· DVD/CD-ROM 


■  The State Legislative District Summary File Supplement will be available on DVD shortly after the public release date.   

· The discs will contain easy-to-use software enabling users to download the files.

· We expect the State Legislative District Summary File Supplement data to fit on one DVD.  For ordering information, contact the Customer Services Center at 301-763-INFO (4636) or send an email to webmaster@census.gov.  Business hours are 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM EST, Monday through Friday.

File Naming Conventions

·  The naming convention for geographic header files is stgeor.slb
· st is USPS state abbreviation

■  The codes are in technical documentation on page 3-1, located at                    http://www.census.gov/prod/cen2000/doc/sldb.pdf
· the geo portion of the title is a constant.
· the r field is only used after the initial file release.  In any subsequent releases, the r is replaced by an alpha sequence letter (a, b, etc.).
Technical Documentation

·   The complete technical documentation for the State Legislative District Summary File Supplement is available at
      
http://www.census.gov/prod/cen2000/doc/sldb.pdf 
Data Records and Segmentation

· Four fields are critical elements in identifying the geographic level for each record.

· These fields are file identification (FILEID), state abbreviation (STUSAB), summary levels (SUMLEV), and the geographic component codes (GEOCOMP).


■  These four fields appear in the geographic header file in a fixed field format.  

A file set structure schematic appears in the technical documentation which is located at 
http://www.census.gov/prod/cen2000/doc/sldb.pdf
tc  \l 1 "File Record Layout"
FTP File Transfer

· The State Legislative District Summary File Supplement FTP directory is at 
ftp://ftp.census.gov/census_2000/datasets/State_Legislative_Districts/ 

·  Each state directory provides all files for the identified state. 

· Once uncompressed, the files are in a flat ASCII format.

· No software is provided.

· Downloading multiple files

· UNIX environment—“mget” subcommand allows transfer of multiple files using the wildcard character. 

■  Example:  ftp> prompt off





    ftp>mget ne*  (for this example, Nebraska is selected). 
· Windows Environment—many FTP products have been developed which have the capability to download multiple files with a single command.  An Internet search using the term “download multiple files” will yield a list of products.

· For step-by-step instructions with screen shots, please see http://www.census.gov/support/2000/SF1/.
Unzipping the Files


· Files compress at approximately 95% compression.

· Any standard UnZIP software package can be used.

· In testing we used PKZIP for Windows.  It’s available at www.pkware.com. .

· Unzipped files are in flat ASCII format with fixed fields.
· For step-by-step instructions with screen shots, please see 
· " 

http://www.census.gov/support/2000/SF1/.



Spreadsheet and Data Base Aids

·  For step-by-step instructions with screen shots for moving the data and structure to a spreadsheet, please see www.census.gov/support/SF1ASCII.html .  

· Structure files in Access and other formats are available at http://www.census.gov/support/2000/SF1/ .  

· We are unable to provide one-on-one support for applications of the data to specific       spreadsheets or data base software.
