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Abstract

Probabilistic matching algorithms using name and address information are evaluated in
a set of experiments that link establishments from the 1987 SSEL to the 1992 SSEL.
To facilitate the computation of error match rates I focus on a narrow industry subset of
all establishments in the SSEL; the Auto Repair Shop Industry (SIC 753). These
algorithms will be used in the development of the Longitudinal Business Database, a
database of longitudinally linked SSEL records. The algorithms tested generate a
substantial number of links that would otherwise be missed using only numerical
linking procedures. The error match rates achieved are significantly below those
achieved in previous attempts using similar but less sophisticated procedures.

Relevant Datasets:
LBD

Required Dataset Permissions:
SSEL 1997 & 1992
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