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This CES Technical Note documents a significant improvement in the longitudinal linking methodology
used to create the LBD. In particular, we discuss two types of fixes made to LBD records: 1) those that take
care of duplicate records resulting from processing error in dealing with mid-year reorganizations and 2)
those that take care of false establishment deaths and births from establishments becoming "payroll
inactive" only to reappear at a later date. These fixes are incorporated into the LBD and flagged to allow
identification. The new methodology has important implications for estimates of establishment birth and
death rates and it significantly reduces the total number of unique establishments observed in the LBD.

Relevant Datasets: LBD
Required Dataset Permissions: LBD 1975-1998

CES Technical Notes may contain confidential data and, thereby, disclosure is prohibited. The opinions,
conclusions and suggestions expressed in these notes are those of the authors and do not necessarily
represent those of the CES or the U.S. Census Bureau. Researchers (CES staff, SSEs and other Census
employees) who wish to access the full text of a technical note or submit their own technical note
should contact CES.Technical.Notes.List@census.gov.



