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The goals of this project were to analyze characteristics of the population exposed to media messages
related to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) (including television news and advertisements aired by both
insurance and political sponsors) during the first open enrollment period of the health insurance
marketplace (in October 2013-March 2014) and to assess whether geographic variation in media volume
in an individual’s media market of residence is associated with health insurance coverage. Specifically, we
estimated individual-level models of insurance coverage to test whether market-level measures of media
are associated with the likelihood of a person having health insurance and of having Medicaid coverage,
using the 2013-2014 individual ACS files. We found evidence of a significant association, with higher
volume of insurance-related ads aired associated with declines in uninsurance in 2014. The study has two
specific benefits for Census. By demonstrating the utility of merging media data with Census data to
examine insurance outcomes, the project provides a proof of concept that Census data can be used to
examine media market-level exposures on Census outcomes (Criterion 3). We also produced estimates of
the characteristics of the population of people exposed to media (Criterion 11), answering the policy-
relevant research question of whether the volume of media messages was associated with changes in
insurance enrollment from 2013 (pre-ACA) to 2014 (post-ACA).
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