Recommended Pivot Quick Guide

Data from the 2020 Census BETA 119" Congressional District Summary File (BETA CD119) tables can be
presented in two different formats by toggling the ‘Recommended Pivot’ button found in the ribbon
above the table. Toggling this button changes the data structure between the default hierarchical (or
nested) presentation and a flat presentation (no nesting). Within data.census.gov, official tables from the
Decennial Census are presented using the hierarchical format. Tables from the Economic Census and
economic surveys, on the other hand, are presented using the flat format. Detailed descriptions of the
hierarchical and flat presentation formats, along with images of each, can be found below.

To change from the default hierarchical table presentation to the flat table presentation, click on the
‘Recommended Pivot’ button in the ribbon. The button will turn blue when enabled. To return to the
hierarchical table presentation, click on the button again. When disabled, the button will turn white.
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Hierarchical Presentation

The default view for the BETA CD119 tables is the hierarchical, or nested, format that is used in official
Decennial Census tables. This format presents variables (also called dimensions) in a nested structure
where the hierarchy is arranged from left to right, with the highest-level variable on the far left. Nesting
allows data to be displayed in a specific order and lets users collapse categories to hide portions of the
table. To use the image below as an example, collapsing "Married couple household" will hide the lines
of the table for its sub-groups: “Total,” "Householder 15 to 34 years," “Householder 35 to 64 years,” and

“Householder 65 years and over.”



To view the hierarchical version of a BETA CD119 table, ensure that the ‘Recommended Pivot’ is enabled.
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Flat Presentation
In a flat presentation, nesting is not used and each variable, including geographic information, is stored

in its own column. Unlike the hierarchical format where cells may be empty, the flat format ensures that
every cell is filled with a value.

To view the flat version of a BETA CD119 table, make sure that the ‘Recommended Pivot’ is disabled.
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